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TO.^ 

SIR FRANCIS B,URDRTT, Baht., M. P., 

&c. Sec. Sec. 

Sir, 

In the following pages I have had the 
nnspeakahle gratification of mentioning with well- 
deserved eulogy a name I have ever considered a«: 
Ijelonging to one of the most chivalrous and coin ageou.s 
men of his time ; and — although there may he found 
some points on which our opinions differ — 1 hope, 
therefore, you will forgive my inscrihing to you this 
volume as a slight tribute to that undaunted love of 
justice and liberty which induced you to remain the 
fast friend of the unfortunate seamen at the Nore, 
when cowardice and coiTUption turned the host against 
them. 

I have the honour to remain, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 


The Author. 
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CHAPTEB 1. 

In ’ a page which has been most questionably 
termed the brightest of British history, appears a 
dark and melancholy blot ; shunned by all writers, 
and wronged by the few compelled to traverse 
over it, the claims of Truth and Justice at length 
subject to the examination of the historian, the 
Mutiny at Spithead and the Nore. The discipline 
of the British navy had been the growth of cen- 
turies : cemented alike by the influence of innume- 
rable victories abroad, and by a continued series of 
triumphs over the severest trials of misgovernment 
at home, it yet received, in the year 1797, a suc- 
cession of blows so severe as for a time to excite 
just fear lest the ruin of the Service and the conse- 
quent destruction of the empire should ensue* 

Founded at a period when slavery was univer- 
sally tolerated, from liberty being, comparatively 
speaking, unknown, the first record we possess otf 
what may fairly be termed a royal navy goes back 
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tb the reign of Henry, who, in 1488, 

caused the Great Harry to be built^ind launched. 

The arbitrary measures which at that remote 
period directed every department of the state, 
naturally extended to the maritime service, and 
while the brutal and irrational system of impress- 
ment formed the means of manning the navy, the 
allowances of pay and provisions were worthy of 
tlie system which provided the seamen to con- 
sume tliem. 

Of all the anomalies that have proved a reproach 
to tlie British constitution and an inherent cause 
of gangrene and disorder, the pressgang appears 
to have been the most odious in its origin and the 
least excusable for its results. Under this rem- 
nant of feudal villanage the arm of indiscrimi- 
nating violence was made to sweep up, for the 
noblest uses of the country, all who were so poor, 
so ignorant, so unfriended, or so vicious, as to bo 
thrown at large upon the highways of the empire 
without the protection of those inconsistent im- 
munities wliich arbitrarily acquit the wealthy 
from protecting their own possessions, to force 
this onerous task > upon those who have. nothing 
to protect. 

In a community where reason had the slightest 
‘voice, or justice the least authority, it * would 
naturally be imagined that those possessing nothing 
to make life cheerful, should at any rate be spiked 
the cares which Providence has fixed as the alloy 
of prosperity. 

In contradiction of every axiom of this equitable 
nature, the abject and the friendless were seized 
for no criine but their poverty and insignificauoe, 
and imprisoned in our men-of-war after no 
trial save the capricious will of an inebriated 
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mast(?r of the preesgang. Thus a number of oiif^ 
raged individfcls were collected in our fleets. If 
they behaTed well, fought the battles of their 
country, ^nd drudged unrepiningly tlirough the 
severe life of privations which alone the navy has 
to offer, they became valuable to their tyrants, 
and thus unwittingly riveted around their own 
necks, the chain of that servitude which was to gall 
them throughout life. On the other hand, should 
the natural feelings of manhood lead them to re- 
pine or rebel, should they shritok from imbruing 
their hands in the blood of those who had never 
offended them, in a war which no good principle 
might perhaps be able to extenuate, they were 
tried by superiors whej^had no feelings in common 
with themselves, but a life of prejudices enlisted 
against them, and either scourged into madness 
by the application of personal torture to their 
backs, or ignominiously put to death at the yard- 
arms of those ships which they had been forced 
to enter. When the pen of truth records the 
atrocities of such a system in the nineteenth cen- 
tury, which still witnesses its inactive existence, 
the mind unaccustomed to dwell upon such a 
complicated detail of villany, can at first scarcely 
credit the demonstration of such facts. But the 
pressgang was merely the first step to the barba- 
rities which, in the Royal Navy of Great Britain, 
igngrance and h^lessness have suffered on the 
one side, and cru^y and power have inflicted on 
the other. Our fleets having been manned by 
the exercise of a force so resistless and relentless, 
the unhappy wretches imprisoned on board were 
trtated in every manner befitting felons condemned 
to so awful a punishment. 
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The murderer or the incendiary^ condemned by 
the laws to expiate his offences on gibbet, has 
his last hours soothed by the friendly presence of 
relatives, his prospects of futurity brightened by 
the consolation of religion, while on every pomt 
the tendcrest commiseration is shown to him 
that the stern duties of Justice will permit. 

But the unoffending being captured by armed 
violence for the naval service of the state was only 
allowed but at rare intervals, and in many cases 
never again, to latM upon that shore with which 
everything worth estimating in life was connected. 
From the hour he became an involuntary seaman, 
he was too often cut off from all communication 
with friend or relative, generally sent to an 
unhealthy climate. Here, predisposed to disease 
from the sudden transition, life was either lost or 
rendered merely a burden for the future ; exposed 
to a duty harassing in the extreme, he was placed 
under the absolute disposal of a petty monarch, 
whose slightest caprice was indisputable law ; yet 
under all these oppressive afflictions he possessed 
no appeal from any wrong, save to a code of juris- 
prudence so severe, that every line appears to have 
been traced in blood, and every other penalty is a 
shameful death. 

This then was the moral condition of the im- 
pressed seamen ; careful that a due degree of sym- 
pathy should be observed bet^en the body^^nA 
mind, those who had planned such a service, and 
such a discipline, and had provided^the execrable, 
and, we may well add, the only means likely to 
supply it with victims, took care that their suste- 
nance and their pay should be in admirable key- 
ing with every other part of their condition. 
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The water at this time supplied to the Britisli 
navy was, fr^ the ill-copistructed build of the 
ships, the large number of men, and the length of 
voyage or service, always doled out in a limited 
and most insufficient quantity to each man for the 
day. Short as was the quantity, the quality was 
still worse ; carried to sea in a number of wooden 
casks, decomposition rapidly took place, and the 
liquid was reduced to the offensiveness of excre- ' 
ment, before it was served ^t for the offices of 
food. Revolting in odour, *d swarming with 
putrescent life, tlio water was only kept in coun- 
tenance by the decayed and unwholesome bread 
that accompanied it. 

Baked by contractors, whoso only virtue was, 
that they cheated a bad government, it went to 
sea in the form of biscuits, with the addition of 
every species of adulteration, and a hardness nearly 
approaching to that of flint. Transported from 
ship to ship, and from station to station, until it 
had j^requently acquired several years of age, that 
which had been originally flour and water, now 
generally presented a mixture of rottenness and 
acari. To these were added beef and pork indu- 
rated by excess of salt. Supplied by contract, 
also, salted horse mingled in a large proportion 
with the beef and the Irish pork, and was, perhaps, 
the only genuine article of provision that could be 
found on board. But even here roguery and rapa- 
city conspired to make the friendless sailor still a 
victim. 

The allowance of meat to each man was by the 
regulation of the service asserted to be one pound 
a* day. Often not one -half, and rarely above one- 
third, of this quantity was received. Originally 
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subjected to the conscience of the contractors, the 
weight was still further reduced By the salting ; 
and well-authenticated cases are known in which 
during many yj3ar3 the meat so preserved and 
packed in casks, voyaged to and fro to different 
parts of the world, imbibing so much of the 
mineral in which it was pickled, that it became as 
susceptible of polish as the agate or cornelian, and 
wholly without any particle of that flavour, as well 
as nearly deprived^f that nutriment, by which 
nature first markflPit out for the sustenance of 
m^. 

Cheese of a quality equally objectionable and 
still less capable of preservation, and butter of 
the same nature, were adc^pd, rather to tantalise 
than to support the unfortunate being imprisoned 
to endure such treatment. 

It must, however, bo added, although the go- 
vernment was thus neglectful of all the rational 
portion of a working man s provision, there, was 
one article of consumption, which as it most 
tended to impair the health, and to degrade the 
mind of the maritime helot, was very plentifully 
supplied to him— for it was of little value ; this 
was the rum supplied by the British Colonies. 
Two gills or half a pint of ardent, new, and 
therefore pernicious, spirit were daily given to the 
seaman, that in this most animal indulgence ho 
might forget the denial and bereavement of ev«ry 
delight and gratification that distinguishes the 
highest from the lowest of the creation. On one 
portion alone of the seamen's rations was it 
possible to bestow commendation ; for breakfast 
the cocoa-berry was allowed, and though bestowe'd 
with too niggardly a hand. Heaven has kindly 
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enabled it to withstand a moderate probation of 
time, and rendered it sufficiently ready for man's 
use, to escape the contaminating interference of 
contractors, or the unblushing jobbing of a venal 
government. The latter, however, for fear that 
the British sailor should by any chance be able 
to exist to a fair longevity, or enjoy a moderate 
portion of comfort during the short span they had 
allowed to him, sent on board every man-of-war 
an officer, whose express duty it was, to show to 
how great an extent this clevdifness and dexterity 
of cheating could bo carried in a small way, byilie 
impartial plunder both of the country ana the sea- 
men. It is a matter of supererogation to mention 
such an officer as the purser : appointed to a man- 
of-war, when his office as a supplier of unwhole- 
some provisions must necessarily be hateful ; where 
the trouble of constant supervision, checking, and ac- 
counting, must inevitably be great; he was allowed 
no salary beyond that which he could realise in 
saving, or to speak more correctly, pilfering the 
seamans rations. Thus, by constant weighing, 
measuring, and harassing, he withdrew a la^rge 
emolument^ from the pittance which barely pro- 
longed their existence. 

It would be Superfluous here to trace out the 
various periods at which each portion of this 
cruel system advanced to the iniojaitous period of 
ouf history. The ignorance which had first per- 
mitted its institution continued to protect its 
enormities, until the gradual spread of enlighten- 
ment reached even the most neglected branch of 
the public service, through one of those channels 

* In a Hn6-of-i)attle ship, the office of purser was supposed 
to be worth 1000^. per annum. 
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most cateulated to render it for ever despicable in 
the eyes of that state which existgfl alone by its 
protection. 

Npt content with the treatment we have de- 
scribed, the government commenced emptying the 
jails of all the most abandoned reprobates and 
irreclaimable characters that could be found in the 
country, and by sending them on boaid the fleet, 
at once rid themselves of all further trouble, 
provided food for the shot of the enemy, and by 
thcJ numerical presence of a set of lawless villains, 
f^shly imagined they were adding to the courage 
of veterdSis already approved in numberless en- 
gagements. 

By this scandalous proceeding, the seaman who 
had passed his life in the service of his country 
was reduced to a level with the Wretch whose 
crimes had expelled him from its shores, the 
calling to which service was thus publicly and 
ofiicially acknowledged as the worst punishment 
in the state, and wliile the men became dis- 
gusted ^^with their governors, they were infected 
by their companions. Accustomed to a life of 
vagrancy and enjoyment, the criminals so drafted 
from the prisons, passed their time in harassing 
good oflicers by their outrage of all duty, and the 
making an excuse far tyrannical commanders to 
indulge in brutal and disgusting exhibitions of 
corporal punishment. Filled with regret in tl^ir 
own minds for all they had lost on shore, and 
accustomed, even as rogues in England, to find 
some show of justice due though to the guilty, they 
now atbned to themselves for the impossibility «f 
revenge, by pointing out to the seamen the unnaa 
tural tyranny exercised over them, and the surety 
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of redress on the facts being made known 4;o their 
countrymen. Thus tutored on the one side by 
iniquity, and goaded on the other by injustice, our 
surprise here naturally arises, not that the Brjlisli 
seamen should have been driven to revolt, but 
that they should not have revolted long before. 

After a life honourably spent in tlie service 
his country, the Earl Howe, who had apparently 
accomplished the climax of his career in the victory 
of the memorable 1st of June, 1794, continued in 
command of the Channel fleet until the year 1797, 
when in the month of February illness confintd 
him to the shore at Portsmouth, and he resigned 
his command to Lord Bridport. 
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CHAPTER II. 

The Channel fleet, under the command of Lord 
Bridport, returned to Spitliead in March, after a 
short cruise, and lay there in daily expectation of 
orders to saiL Although it had been known in 
professional circles, and especially at the Admi- 
ralty* ‘^hat symptoms of disaffection were mani- 
fested^. lhat murmurs prevailed,^ and that the sea- 
men were not altogether satisfied with the service, 
still nothing equivalent to insi^ordination was ex- 
pected ; and other matters, apparently more urgent, 
occupied the minds of government, to the exclu- 
sion of those practical grievances under which the 
service was labouring. Moreover, the expectation of 
the enemy’s fleet putting out to sea, and the ardour 
of men upon the eve of engagement, were supposed 
to offer a sufficient check for the prevention of any 
serious demand for immediate redress. 

^ The sailors had adopted the questionable expe- 
dient of sending anonymous letters and Roun^ 
Robins to Lord Howe, with an exposition of iheir 
wrongs, couched in rough and homely remon- 
strances ; relying upon his lordship’s popular 
character, and affection for that fleet, which he had 
so often led to victory. They knew very well, that 
complaints forwarded through their respecflve 
captains, would either not reach the Admiralty at 
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all, or if they should be so fortunate as to be placed 
before that board, the chances were that the subject- 
matter would be referred back again to the officers, 
whose subsequent report would, in all probability, 
mention the foundation of their discontent to be^ 
slight, and the chief movers in the business to be 
troublesome and disorderly reprobates. At the 
same time, this would be the upshot of the affair, 
tliat the ringleaders would be marked men, and be 
subjected to acts of petty tyranny and annoyance. 
In this dilemma, the articles of war pointed out, 
“ that if any person in the fleet shall find cause of 
complaint of the unwholesomeness of the victual, 
or other just grounds^ he shall quietly make the 
same known to his captain, or the comma»^-in- 
chief, who shall cause complaint to be presently 
remedied.** Upon a careful review of their situa- 
tion, and, as they supposed, in ibcordance with 
the spirit of the articles, they made known their 
grievances to Lord Howe, in a manner which 
should secure their individual safety, and give full 
force to the expression of their grievances. 

But the ncjJjle admiral, insensible to the mis- 
chiefs of the system upon which naval affairs were 
conducted, or,^ perhaps, regarding with contempt 
the informal measures adopted to shake his confi- 
dence in arrangements, sanctioned by time and by 
prejudice, and also made inveterate by habit, at 
the first quietly laid aside the statements he was 
accustomed to receive. Besides, as they were all 
written in the same hand, and in the same style, 
he might justly conceive they emanated from some 
one dissatisfied individual, without faithfully re- 
pi^scnting the general sentiments of the fleet. 
However, as the frequency^ of such communica- 
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tions forced him to ponder upon their contents, 
and as the uneasiness on board the fleet assumed 
daily a more decided cliaracter, he arrived at the 
determination that something ought to be done to 
conciliate tlie men, by an alteration in certain 
points, where the burden lay most heavily ; or, at 
any rate, that his duty dictated the necessity of 
submitting to the Admiralty the disturbed state of 
the fleet, the causes existing for such agitation, and 
the remedy for its suppression. He, therefore, 
inquired of Sir II. Seymour, the commanding 
officer at Portsmouth, whether disaffection pre - 
vailed among the seamen to any extent ; and if so, 
to what causes it might be reasonably attributed. 
He reaeived for answer, that the whole affair was 
the insignificant attempt of a few mischievous 
persons to bring scandal upon the government. 
This rej)ly, hovPiver, failed in allaying the serious 
apprehensions entertained by his lordsliip ; but he 
does not appear to have succeeded in making the 
Admiralty comprehend tlie extent of the danger ; 
and while the consideration of the subject was post- 
poned for less critical times, neglect ^d indifference 
exasperated flie sailors to such a d^ree, that even 
their respect and enthusiasm for the gallant com- 
mander-in-chief cooled down into hatred; and a 
dogged opinion gradually prevailed, that ho was 
the author and the main support of their intolersu 
ble hardships. 

Preparations were therefore made witfi great 
secrecy, prudence and caution, to demonstrate, by 
a striking exhibition of unanimity in word and 
action, that nothing would satisfy the fleet short 
of a prompt admission and removal of their 
great grievances, namely, small amount of pay, 
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and unequal distribution of prize-money. Accord- 
ingly, on Saturday, April 15, 1797, when Lord 
Bridport made the signal for the fleet to weigh 
anchor, with the intention of dropping down to St. 
Helen's, the Queen Charlotte, Lord Howe's flag- 
ship, a man-of-war notorious for her laxity of 
discipline and turbulence, manned her fore shrouds, 
and gave three cheers, an example which was 
immediately followed by the rest of the fleet. On 
the next day, Easter-Sunday, the passive insurrec- 
^n, as it was called, took an active form. 'The 
spirit of disobedience expanded and reached an 
alarming heiglit. A deputation of four seamen 
from each ship assembled on board the Queen 
Charlotte, to take counsel, and to determine. upon 
what steps were most suitable to the emergency, 
and best adapted for securing the object of their 
movement. A captain from among themselves was 
appointed on the forecastle of each ship to keep 
watch and to preserve regularity and subordina- 
tion to the committee. During divine service, 
parties of seamen rowed in public procession 
through the fleet in a line of boats ; and the Rom- 
ney man-of-war, about to sail as ccJtivoy to the 
outward-bound fleet for the Newfoundland fishery, 
was peremptorily ordered not to weigh anchor 
until the effect of these vigorous measures should 
have been ascertained. 

l^ho mutineers now presented to Lord Brid- 
port, Sir Alan Gardner, the Port-admiral, toge- 
ther with other officers of rank at Portsmouth, 
a petition, signed by a large majority of the fleet, 
setting forth, that while the military, the marines, 
and other public bodies, had at various times 
received marks of the bounty, of government, 
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by allowances of bread, money, and other per-^ 
quisites, the pay of the seamen had not been 
augmented, although the distresses of the times fell 
equally liard upon them as upon other parts of 
the community. They therefore prayed for an 
increase of allowance; and expressed their firm 
resolve not to put to sea again until the prayer of 
their petition should have been answered, unless in 
the mean while the enemy’s fleet might happen to 
sail out of harbour ; in that case, they promised to 
fight the battles of their country, defeat her fo|k 
return again into port, and renew their complaints! 

Lord Bridport despatched Rear-Admiral Pole to 
London, to lay before tlie Lords Commissioners an 


account of what had transpired, together with the 
demands of the fleet. Although no precaution had 
been taken by the government before the evil burst 
upon them, notwithstanding the evident'tendcncy 
of the fleet towards mutiny, yet, when the blow 
had been stricken, all nerve and courage seemed to 
fail before an earnest desire to repair at any risk, 
and at any concession, the disastrous cllects of 
their own foolish and supine policy. A cabinet 
council was ■immediately summoned, the different 
claims set forth in the petition underwent a serious 
discussion, and it was agreed for Lord Spencer, 
Lord Arden, Admiral Young, and Mr. Marsden to 
repair to Portsmouth that very evening, with the 
expectation of soothing the irritated sailors, and ot 
restoring harmony by a timely conference. * When 

fnnn^ government had received 
found Its way to the public, alarm and consterna- 
tion pervaded all ranks and all parties. An earth- 
^^av^shaken London with no greater 
g e of preparation for tlie event ; and t& con- 
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Yulsion in the physical world, caused by such a 
calamity, would hardly have exceeded the trem- 
bling sensation of imminent danger with which 
the outbreak at Spithead aftected the moral and 
political structure of society. But when the sur- 
prise of the moment had ceased, and men began to 
wei^h the causes and probable results of this, dis- 
astrous intelligence, party spirit undertook to in- 
terpret the views of the sailors, and to attack or 
defend the ministers, according to its particular 
bii^s. The assailants of government maintained 
that the system of procrastination and mismanage- 
ment, visible in every branch of the naval and* 
military services, together with an accumulation 
of arrears undischarged, had long ago sown seeds 
of disgust in the minds both of the privates and 
their officers, of which the fruit and the harvest 
were now to be reaped and gathered. They 
alleged, moreover, with a view to exaggerate the 
formidable aspect of affairs, that the fleet was 
under sailing orders, but refused to meet the 
enemy. Both these statements were met with a flat 
denial by the adherents of Mr. Pitt, and the indig- 
nant retort was hazarded, that a republican leaven 
bad been secretly introduced by designing and 
traitorous politicians into the vitals of the navy. 
But neither could this allegation be supported ; 
for it was discovered, upon calm inquiry, that the 
defects in discipline, and authority, and, in fact, the 
unsound principles upon' which the navy ^ was 
managed, were sufficient of themselves to account 
for the mutiny, without any elaborate J)roduption 
of more distant causes. When it became gener- 
aUy known that the Lords of the JAlmiralty had, 
journeyed to Portsmouth, for the purpose of negd- 
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tiBiting with, th© disaffectod, a note of scowiful 
derision hailed the undertaking. It was made a 
matter of sarcasm that a Representative government 
was actually established on board the British fleet, 
and that a commission i)f Admiralty setting out to 
treat with a convention of delegates^ was an sera in 
the annals of our navy, which no man who madly 
gave his suffrage for the present war of disorgani- 
sation ever expected to see. No less sagacious 
was the affirmation, that ‘‘ a decent seasonable 
attention to the remonstrances of the sailors might 
have saved England from a calamity which no 
man could contemplate without dismay.” 

Such were the opinions which, rapidly spreading 
through the country, became the subject of dis- 
cussion at the corner of every street, in every place 
of public resort, and by every fire-side ; for the 
untarnished loyalty of the British navy, supported 
by a long series of splendid victories, had been 
always the theme dearest to an Englishman's 
pride. When, therefore, in a moment of doubtful 
peril, from a bold and by no means contemptible 
enemy, it was announced that the^^navy was not any 
longer to be depended upon with unshaken confi- 
dence, no man felt the shores of his native country 
secure from invasion, nor his own domestic hearth 
safe from attack. 

Onboard thefleet, remonstrances, persuasions, and 
even threats were used in vain. The cool det^mi- 
nation of the sailors, not to relax one iota*of their 
demands, remained unassailable. They carefully ab- 
stained from acts of rudeness and violence towards 
their officers, ^while, at the same time, the slightest 
breach of orders among themselves was punish?§d 
with unrelenting severity. Four, or as some say. 
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twp delegates, selected from each ship, met daftly 
in the state-cabin of the Queen Charlotte. By 
their orders the marines were disarmed, andfthe 
magazines seized. The boats also were taken pos- 
session of by the committee, and made to communicate 
from ship to ship, at their plfeaslfre. Tlie officers 
were not allowed to go on shore, with the excep- 
tion of some few who had rendered themselves 
obnoxious to their crews by harsh behaviour: 
these .were sent away ; but even tlie slop-sellers 
were detained, with permission, however, for their 
boats to come alongside with goods. A yard-, 
rope was rove at every fore-yard arm, fis a gentle 
hint of the fate which might bo expected by any 
person who should be so hardy as to break through 
the regulations. All the people were sworn to be 
true to the cause. So strict was the discipline, 
that if itny man became intoxicated he was 
punished severely. One sailor, belonging to La 
Pompee, for bringing a pint of spirits on board, 
was tied up and flogged unmercifully with a 
thief-cat. If symptoms of unwillingness to join 
the confederacy were observed on board any par- 
ticular ship, she was made to cast anchor between 
two stanch adherents, with a threat of total 
destruction upon the least sign of disobedience. 
The crew of the Royal William jiaving omitted to 
join in the general cheering which took place at 
eight o’clock every morning, with a repetition at 
sunset, .was warned that she would be fired into, 
should her crew still persist in a refusal to obey 
orders, A favourite amusement with the sailors 
was the ducking of offenders, for light tranggrts- 
siems; the unfortunate malefactor was ^lowered 
from the main-yard into the water, and hoisted up 
0 
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agdn two or three times, until lie had given satis- 
faction for his sins. It must bo owned, this sum- 
mary and novel sentence, although more ludicrous, 
was yet more humane than lacerating a man s 
back, until nature hiiled, and he swooned from 
exhaustion and^oss^ of blood: new authorities 
generally discover unusual mctliods of enforcing 
obedience to the executive. In the mean time the 
admiral retained command of the fleet, with one 
restriction only — that he should not put to sea 
until the demands of the seamen were conceded. 
Respect to the officers was strictly enforced, and 
any breach of discipline in the ordinary routine of 
duty rigorously punished. The sick and con- 
valescent seamen also, in the Haslar hospital, 
hoisted a flag composed of handkerchiefs tacked 
together, and cheered, morning and evening, with’ 
the rest of the fleet : this fact would show the 
unanimity prevailing through the whole naval 
body, upon the subject of their grievances, and 
would prove that every man who had tasted the 
bitterness of the system, was prepared, whether in 
sickness or in health, to take a share in the task 
of relieving the service from a pressure which was 
felt in common by all. 

Immediately upon the arrival of the Lords of 
the Admiralty at. Portsmouth, a Board was held, 
jit which Lord Bridport, Sir Peter Parker, an^ 
Admirals Gardner, Colpoys, and Polo assisted. 
Negotiations immediately commenced ; the cor- 
respondence between the Board at Portsmouth 
and the deputation of seamen on board the Char- 
loite, was carried on through the superior officers 
of the fleet, who attended the Lords, and delivefed 
the result of their deliberations to the seamen. 
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Difficulties in the way of reconciliation existed on 
either side ; the Admiralty insisted upon a with- 
drawal of certain points which they felt ought 
not to be conceded ; on the other hand, the fleet 
refused to narrow their pretensions. The pay of 
an able-bodied seaman w’as dfd,*per diem, or 22s, 
9d. per lunar month ; this sum they requested 
might be increased to 30^. per calendar month, or 
D, per dieiii ; the pay to hS made regularly every 
three months in cash and nothin paper. With 
respect to prize-money, the demand was, that one- 
third of all prizes taken sliould be distributed 
among the men ; that provisions, in future, should 
be weighed out at sixteen ounces to the pound, 
instead of twelve ; that a control should be 
placed upon tlie power of officers in imposing 
arbitrary punishment for petty offences ; that an 
asylum or pension sliould bo provided for persons 
wounded in the service ; and that a greater degree 
of liberty to go on shore should be granted than 
had been hitlierto permitted by the rules of the 
service. 

If, in the course (^recording the events of past 
times, which are only valuable for the lessons they 
afford for future application, it is the unpleasant 
duty of the historian occasionally to reprobate 
folly and expose injustice, some recompense is at 
least reserved to him in Awarding to high and 
honourable conduct that distinction and honour 
which is not only its due, but. which, alas! has 
been too often the only reward it has receivied. 
Such a character at this period presents itself for 
our admiration. Placed in the most responsible 
and delicate situation as First Lord of the Admi- 
ralty, it is impossible that any statesman of the 
c2 
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time could have brought to the discharge of his 
heavy duties, qualities more likely to win the 
confidence of the seamen, and gain the approbation 
of the country, than Lord Spencer. Of a mild 
and amiable disposition, none could be more 
accessible to reason, or more ready to make allow- 
ance for the errors of prejudice or passions; 
possessed of a most noble fortune, not only was 
office of no moment to him as a means of wealth, 
but his purse was ever ready to promote the 
benefit of the public service or to alleviate the 
pressure of private misfortune; with a love of 
letters and those arts which at once soften the 
disposition and invigorate the mind, he was thus 
induced to seek conviction rather from what is 
right than from what is pleasing. Ilis manners 
were gentle and attractive, his politics were liberal 
in their tone, and he commanded no slight share 
of ability to conduct a difficult business to a happy 
termination. Thus qualified, his Idrdship now 
devoted himself to hearing the complaints of the 
seamen, and investigating, to the fullest extent, 
what justice might be cont||ned in their demand, 
and what compliance might C)e accorded to them. 
These claims were not all preferred at on6e, but 
seriatim. When Lord Spencer had promised to 
lay before the king their desire for an increase 
of amount to their p^, and of weight to tbeif 
provisions, the deputation demurred and hung 
back froni any promise of return to their ^ty, 
before a distinct recognition of the justice of their 
claims should be admitted, knd a guarantee from 
the king Ql)tained, that the proposition should be 
forthwith carried into efifect ; and then tliey 
proceeded to introduce the remaining topics for 
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deliberation. The Admiralty were embarrassed 
beyond measure; the public had seen them go down 
to Portsmouth with an exaggerated idea of the 
importance attached to their official appearance, 
and had vainl/ imagined, that no sooner were 
they known to be in the neighbourhood of the 
Mutiny than all complaints would be hushed and 
every tongue silenced. They had also believed that 
any offer made by them, and any advance towards 
conciliation, would be eagerly embraced upon the 
part of the fleet. While they styled the claims 
insisted upon as extravagant and dangerous pre- 
tensions, they gave themselves credit for extreme 
liberality, and professed a disposition to accede 
to anything which might be just and reasonable, 
or compatible with the welfare of the service. 
But the sailors, on the other hand, reasoned in a 
different way, and arrived at different conclusions. 
They now felt their power over the country and 
over the government. The first symptom of 
passive resistance had given a shock to the nation^ 
and convulsed the Admiralty to such a degree, 
that nothing short o| their presence at the very 
seat of the catastrophe was supposed available to 
reduce the disorder and to appease the awakening 
passions of rebellion. The game, therefore, they 
fairly reasoned, was in their own hands; now 
^as the time to unfold their grievances to the 
fullq^t extent, and tb demand a remission of 
every hardship which could b#brou^ht into the 
form of a general complaint,; and upon this view 
of the subject, their proceedings were conducted 
with firmness, respect, and a cool d^jerminatioD 
to*obtain the end desired. 

Earl Spencer and the other Lords Commis- 
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sioncrs, perceiving the aspect of the negotiations 
to be less promising than they had expected, 
determined upon paying a visit to the fleet, with 
the hope of influencing the seamen by personal 
authority, argument, and remonf?trance. When 
they liad arrived on board the Royal George, 
Lord Bridport’s ship, the noble Earl expostulated 
with tlie delegates for placing the country in a 
situation of extreme danger, by the course they 
were pursuing; he also assured them that their 
request for an increase of pay should bo granted ; 
and, moreover, that the grievances of which they 
complained should receive the most anxious con- 


sideration of the Admiralty and government ; but 
ho relied upon every man throughout the fleet 
instantly resuming the several duties of his respec- 
tive station. Admiral Gardner, an impetuous, but 
zealous oflicer, is reported, upon this occasion, to 
have expressed his sense of tlie proceedings to the 
crew of the Royal George with more sincerity 
than discretion. Tie went on the forecastle, and 
vehemently accused the sailors of being «« skulk- 
ing fellows, who knew the Erench were ready for 
sea, and yet were afraid of meeting them; that 
their reasons for disobedience were mere pre- 
tences ; their conduct sheer hypocrisy ; for that 
cowardice, and cowardice alone, had given birth 
to the mutiny. Such bold and unmeasured lan- 
page, touching the feelings of tjie crew in the 
teiiddrest point, Excited a- tumult of rage and 
vio ence, in which tliQ gallant admiral was nearly 
irown overboard ; extricating himself, however, 
rom le <||owd, he is said to have jumped upon 

neeWf?”" placing his 

neck wvthm the noose of the yard-rope near him, 
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cried out to the men, as they were advancing with 
menaces towards him, If yon wilLreturn to yonr 
duty, you may hang me at the yard-arm.” This 
sudden and novel exploit turned the tide in favour 
of the admiral, who was generally popular in the 
service, although tlie warmth of his feelings had, 
in this instance, betrayed him beyond the l)ounds 
of prudence ; lie was, therefore, cheered by tlie 
retreating crew, as he once more resumed his 
situation upon the forecastle. 

Still the Lords Commissioners found a respect- 
ful opposition to every attempt at conciliation, 
short of a full compliance with the demands 
already set forth ; a personal conference had 
effected nothing more than previous negotiations, 
except perhaps to render the resistance more 
obstinate, just in proportion as the embarrass- 
ment of the Admiralty became more visible. 

Again the old re})ort was revived, that the men 
were the dupes of designing i)oliticai agents ; and 
that upon the supposition of treason alone could 
the honest character of the British sailor have 
been lowered to such a depth of degradation. 
The language of the opposition newspapers was 
contrasted with the doings at Spithead ; and from 
their presumed affinity it was argued, ‘‘ the 
government is to be overthrown by the disorga- 
nization of the fleet.” In fact, the public were at 
a loss to understand the spirit of determination 
which seemed all of a sudden io inspire the sea- 
men, and to make th#» doggedly indifferent either 
to the honour or the safety of the country, except 
upon their own terms ; and therefore \i was gene- 
rally, although foolishly inferred, that the intrigues 
of the Jacobins— not the real pressure of real and 
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intolerable wrongs — had knit together this formid- 
able confederacy. Many favourable symptoms 
existed, in the midst of this most serious disorder, 
which might have assured any reasonable mind 
that the discontent and its causes were confined 
to the actual state of the service. For instance, 
in the very heat and excitement of the negotia- 
tions, the Romney was ordered to put to sea, the 
signal having been made that the convoy was 
under sail. The crew earnestly desired permission 
to wait the result ; but the deputation informed 
them, “ the country requires your services ; you 
must, therefore, w('igh anchor immediately, and 
drop down to St. Helen's." These orders were 
cheerfully obeyed; and the Romney sailed with 
her convoy for its destination, the Newfoundland 
fishery. Nevertheless, nothing satisfactory was 
accomplished*; the deputation was prevailed upon 
to withdraw the cliRm for an equal distribution of 
the prize-money; but, beyond that, all other 
points remained unadjusted. 

The following is a copy of a petition which the 
delegates drew up for presentation to the House of 
Commons, but which was considered to be, and 
was published as, a manifesto to the country : — 

7o ihe Right IJomumhle and the Ilotiourahle Knights^ 
Citizens^ and Burgesbes^ in Parliament assembled ; the 
Humble^ P etition of the Seamen and Murines on board- 
his Majesty^s Ships, hi behalf of themselves, 

HUMBLY SjHOWETII, 

That your petitioners, relying on the candour 
and justice of your honourable House, make bold 
to lay their OTiovances before you, hoping ^hat, 
when you reflect on them, you will please to give 
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redress, as far as your wisdom shall deem neces- 
sary. We beg leave to remind your august 
assembly, that the act of parliament, passed in 
the reign of Charles the Second, — wherein the 
wages of all seamen serving on board his Ma- 
jesty's fleet was settled, — passed at a time when 
the necessaries of life,, and slops of every denomi- 
nation, were at least thirty per cent, cheaper than 
at the present time, which enabled seamen and 
marines to provide better for their families than 
we "can do now with one-half advance. We 
therefore request your honourable House will be 
so kind as to re vise*, the act before mentioned, and 
make sucli amendments therein as will enable 
your petitioners and their families to live in the 
same comfortable maimer as seamen and marines 
did at that time. Your petitioners, with all 
humility, laid their grievances before* the honour- 
able Earl Howe, and flattered ourselves with the 
hopes that his lordship would have been an advo- 
cate for us, as wc have been repeatedly under his 
command, and made the British flag ride tri- 
umphantly over that of our enemies. But, to our 
great surprise, we find ourselves unprotected by 
him, who has seen so many instances of our intre- 
pidity in carrying the British flag into every port 
of the seas with victory and success. 

We profess ourselves as loyal to our sovereign, 
and^ zealous in the defence of our country, as the 
army or militia can be, ancT esteem ourselves 
equally entitled to his Majesty's munificence ; 
therefore, with jealousy, we behold their pay 
augmented, and their out-pensions of Chelsea 
Ooni|e increased to thirteen pounds per annum, 
while we remain neglected, and the out-pen- 
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sioi^^rs of Greenwich have only seven pounds per 
annum. 

We, your petitioners, therefore, Immbly implore 
that you will take these matters into considera- 
tion, and witli your accustomed goodness and 
liberality comply with the prayer of this petition, 
and your petitioners, as in duty hound, will over 
pray. 

Wo, tlie delegates of the fleet, liereunto sign 
our names for the ships’ companies: — 

Royal George, r Valentine Joyce. Jolin Morris. 

Queen Charlotte. Patrick Glynn. John Udleston. 

Royal Sovereign, Joseph Green. ^ John Richardson. 

London. Alexander Harding. William linly. 

Glory, Patrick Diigan. John T^ethell. 

Duke, Michael Adams. William Anderson. 

Mam. Thomas Allen. James Blithe. 

Marlborough. John A^assia. AA^illiam Senator. 

Ramillies, * Charles Berry. George Clear. 

Robust. David AVilson. John Scrivener. 

L* ImpetuetLV. John AA^itna. AVilliam Porter. 

Defence. George Galway. James Barerick, 

Terrible. Mark Turner. George Salked. 

La Pomp4e. AA'^illiam Potts, James Melvin. 

Minotaur. Dennis Lawley. George Crosland. 

Defiance. John Saunders. John Husband. 

On tlie same day, and bearing the same date, the 
following remonstrance or petition, to the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, was published : — 

To the Right Honourable the Lor^s Commissioners of the 
Admiralty. * 

My Lords, 

We, the seamen of his Majesty's Navy, 
take the liberty of addj’e|sing your Lordship^n an 
humble Petition, showing the many hardshiprand 
oppressions wo have laboured under for many 
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years, and which we hope your lordships wiijl^e- 
dress as soon as possible. We flatter ourselvc^hat 
your lordships, together with the nation in general, 
will acknowledge our worth and good services, both 
in the American war as well as the present, for 
which good service your lordships* petitioners do 
unanimously agree in opinion, that their worth to 
the nation, and laborious industry in defence of 
their country, deserve some better encouragement 
than we meet with at present, or from any we have 
experienced. We, your petitioners, do not boast 
of our good services for any other purpose than 
that of putting you and the nation in mind of the 
respect duo to us ; nor do we ever intend to deviate 
from our former character ; so far from anything 
of that kind, or that arvEnglish man or men should 
turn their coats, we likewise agree in opinion, that 
we should suffer double the hardships vfo have 
hitherto experienced, before we would suffer the 
crown of England to be in the least imposed upon 
by that of any other power in the world ; we, 
therefore, beg leave to inform your lordships of 
the grievances which we at present labour under. 

We, your humble petitioners, relying that your 
lordships will take into early consideration the 
grievances of which we complain, and do not in 
the least doubt but your lordships will comply 
with our desires, which are every way reason - 
ablQ. 

The first grievance we have to cg^mplain^of is, 
that our wages are too low, and ought to be raised, 
that we might be the better able to support onr 
wives and families, in a fanner comfortable, and 
vfhOTn we are in duty bound to support as far as 
our wages will allow, which, we trust, will be 
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lo(4W into by your Lordships, and the honourable. 
House of Commons in Parliament assembled. 

We, your petitioners, beg that your lordships 
will take into consideration the grievances of which 
we complain, and now lay before you. 

First, That our provisions be raised to the 
weight of sixteen ounces to the pound, and of a 
better quality ; and that our measures may Be the 
same as those used in the commercial trade of this 
country. 

Secondly, That your petitioners request your 
honours will be pleased to observe, that there 
should be no flour sei;ved while we are in harbour, 
in any port whatever, under the command of the 
British flag ; and also, that there might be granted 
a sufficient quantity of vegetables of such kind as 
may be the most plentiful in the ports to which 
we go; which we grievously complain and lay 
under the want of. 

Thirdly, That your lordshipS will be pleased 
seriously to look into the state of the sick on board 
his Majesty’s ships, that they may be better at- 
tended to, and that tliey may have the use of such 
necessaries as are allowed for them in time of 
sickness ; and that these necessaries be not on any 
account embezzled. 

Fourthly, That your lordships will be so kind 
as to look into this affair, which is nowise unrea- 
sonable ; and that we may be looked upon a 
number of standing in defence of our country; 
and that we may in somewise have grant and 
opportunity to taste tho sweets of liberty onshore, 
when in any harbour, aij^ we have completed the 
duty of our ship, after our return from sea fmd 
that no man may encroach upon his liberty, there 
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shall be a boundary limited, and those trespa^ing 
any farther, without a written order from the 
commanding officer, shall be punislied according to 
the rules of the navy ; which is a natural request, 
and congenial to the heart of man, and certainly to 
us, that you make the boast of being the guardians 
of the land. 

Fifthly, That if any man is wounded in action, 
his pay be continued until he is cured and dis- 
charged ; and if any ship has any real grievances 
to complain of, we hope your lordships will readily 
redress them, as far as in your power, to prevent 
any disturbances. 

It is also unanimously agreed by the fleet, that 
from this day, no grievances sliall be received, in 
order to convince the nation at large, that we 
know when to cease to ask, as l^ell as to begin ; 
and that we ask nothing but what is moderate, 
and may be granted without detriment to the 
nation, or injury to the service. 

Given on Board the Queen Charlotte, by the 
Delegates of the Fleet, the 18th day of April, 1797. 

From a perusal of the two documents above 
given, many considerations will arise. First of all, 
every Dne must be struck with the moderation of 
sentiment, the respectful language, and the forcible 
expression in both compositions ; from which the 
direct inference would be, that persons of educa- 
tion* rank, and abilities, superior to the general 
class of seamen, had framed the addresses. Be- 
sides, the written manifestos were in harmony with 
the systein and plans adopted bv the mutineers to 
pnoufote their intentions ; both oetokened intelli- 
gence, capability, and moral courage ; this circum- 
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stance gave support to the belief that operations 
were directed by other heads than those of the 
seamen; a rumour, therefore, that paid traitors 
and political incendiaries had been introduced into 
the service, purposely to excite the passions, and 
poison the minds of the seamen, obtained extensive 
circulation and ready credit in the kingdom. But 
this supposition was not sustained by evidence, 
either at this early period, or at a more advanced 
state of the mutiny ; for as we shall have occasion 
frequently to show, the stanch believers in the 
immaculate loyalty of the fleet, were at no time in 
a position to relieve their trepidation by bringing 
forward any substantive fact, or by connecting the 
proceedings at Spithejid and the Nore, with Jaco- 
bin clubs, or with societies disaffected towards Mr. 
Pitt and his adftiinistration. Certain it is, how- 
ever, that men of good education and ruined for- 
tunes, dissipated characters, and spirits intolerant 
of repose in those stirring times, had sought refuge 
in the navy from importunate creditors and em- 
barrassed circumstances. The large bounties offered 
to persons who might be induced to enter the ser- 
vice, attracted many, born in a moderate station of 
life. Attorneys, disqualified by unprofessional 
practice^, excisemen cashiered for dereliction of 
duty, clerks under suspicion of embezzlement, men 
of desperate reputation, and criminals escaping 
justice, found their way on board his Majesty’s 
fleet, and infused a secret leaven of discontent into 
the ranks of the seamen, at variance with their 
rough, honest,^ and genuine dispositions. iSfeich 
men were likely^ to feel more acutely^ hardships 
and grievances, to which they were not habituat«d; 
superiority of intellect would place them at the 
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head of any movement, and would ensure for the 
conduct of affairs, firmness of purpose, acuteness, 
and the use of means proportioned to the end. In 
comparison with the bulk of regularly-bred sea- 
men the number of such persons was small, but 
sufficient to fan and maintain that fiame of discon- 
tent, of which the embers had been long smoulder- 
ing under mismanagement and neglect. 

The grievances themselves were of such a nature 
as ought never to have been permitt(‘d to exist in 
any well-regulated department of the public ser- 
vice ; and tlieir I'easonableness was at once ad- 
mitted, when presented in a form and in language 
which could not be slighted witliout danger. A 
sufficient allowance of good provisions, a plentiful 
supply of vegetalilos ; proper attention to the sick ; 
the prevention of embezzlement and shameless 
jobbing, under the pretence of perquisites ; an 
increase of pay, after the same scale as that en- 
joyed by the land-forces ; and a facility of com- 
munication with friends and relatives at home. 
Tliese points could hardly bo thought strained and 
vexatious complaints ; nor indeed could they be 
overlooked by a wise administration, without 
impairing the efficacy of the navy. 

The charge against Lord Howe, of indifference 
to their sufferings, and the pointed manner in 
yrhich the deputies arraigned his lordship's cha- 
racter for betraying their cause, in the petition to 
the Commons, excited universal attention, and 
provoked the lively comments of the opposition to 
Mr.' Pitt's government. It was^pirmed that the 
noble earlf far from being unmind* of the petition 
which had been delivered to"* him nearly two 
months before the outbreak, or unimpressed with its 
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importance, had waited personally upon Mr. Pitt, 
urged the propriety of taking some steps towards 
granting the relief desired, and at the same time 
warned him of the consequences which might 
ensue from a refusal of the prayer. More than 
this, also, that he presented that very petition to 
one of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
with a strong recommendation to the Board to 
take it into their immediate consideration. From 
these loose and inaccurate data it was argued, that 
the censure which the irritated and disappointed 
seamen had passed upon the character of their 
old and gallant admiral ought to be transferred 
from him to his Majesty's ministers, who, with a 
consistent folly and stupidity approaching to 
madness, entirely neglected the prayer of a body 
of men on whom depended the safety, the hopes, 
and the very being of the country. What do tliey 
deserve — it was indignantly demanded— -who, after 
having been seriously warned of impending dan- 
gers, took no measures of prevention, until they 
were aroused from their stupor, by a voice which 
unstrung the firmest nerves, and made the blood 
of every thinking man run cold ? What oiJ|ht to 
be the punishment of those, who, at the moment 
when they were calling upon the country to arm, 
at the peril of being subjugated by an invading 
enemy, insanely demolished those bulwarks which 
were its main defence ? What respect can tha^ 
government claim, which gives to threats wfiat it 
withholds from prayer, and which listens to the 
dictates of fea^ather than of policy ? Yet these 
are the ministflK who are presumptuous enough to 
think that they are qualified to sit at the helm of 
the state, and to direct her course amid the storms 
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and tempests Avliicli threaten every moment to 
throw her, an irrecoverable wreck, upon the 
beach ! 

It is undeniable that these inferences were fairly 
drawn from the matter of general S'lid 

that this castigation was richly earned, amiougli 
the ebullition might be regarded by the politicians 
of the day as the mere spleen and vexation of a 
party in the minority. We cannot, however, for- 
get the duty as well as the difficulty of reforming 
a system, even though it were the growth of time, 
and indurated into the service by habit, until its 
immensity and pressure were considered subjects 
of trivial importance, to be entertained, perhaps, 
with a view to revision and correction, at leisure, 
in seasons of greater security and repose* The 
strong position, however, against the government, 
was the avidity with which, when pressed by 
menace and resistance, they snatched at every 
chance of arrangement, from selfishness rather 
than principle, and with a' very slight considera- 
tion for their respectability a^d honour. 

After much deliberation and careful investiga- 
tion St the several alleged grievances, contained in 
the petition addressed to the Lords of the Ad- 
miralty by the delegated, on behalf of the fleet, the 
Board delivered the result of their council to Lord 
Bridport, to be communicated by him to the 
delegates. "The concession was limited to the two 
principal demands, namely, an increase of pay, 
and a provision for seamen wounded in action, 
until they shoi|)ld be rewarded with a pension or 
be received into Greenwich Hospital. 

y^lthout so much as mentioning or referring, to 
the remj^ning forcible grounds for disiatisfaction. 
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their Lordehips fondly hoped the sop thus judi- 
ciously cast to Cerberus might allay irritation, 
compose all quarrels, silence all outcry, and finaUy 
induce the seamen to weigh anchor, and to give 
a 8ubij||ntial proof of their loyalty and reconcilia- 
tion, by venturing forth in search of the enemy. 
But the delegates had no intention of permitting 
the men to return to their duty with anything 
less than an ample and satisfactory conclusion to 
all their differences. Besides, they objected to a 
new distinction between ordinary seamen and 
landmen, protesting that twp ranks alone existed 
in the navy,— able and ordinary. They further 
insisted up )n the marines sharing.with themselves 
the advantages of all increase to their wages ; 
imd suggested that the pensions of Greenwich 
Hospital should be raised to 10/., with the impo- 
sition of an additional monthly contribution from 
the sailors to maintain the expense ; they were 
desirous also of admitting the men employed by 
the East India company to a participation in the 
benefits a^rising from the Greenwich pensions; and 
strongly reiterated their just complaints upon the 
subject of provisions and liquor ; winding up with 
an express determination not to lift anchor until 
these questions had been settled according to their 
wishes. 

The Admiralty proposition was submitted by 
Xord Bridport to the delegates, on Tuesday 
evening, the 18th, and on Wednesday they sent 
in their reply. We subjoin the documents them- 
selves : — 
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Answer of the Commissioners for Executing the Office of 

Lord High Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland^ 

to the above Petitions, 

Having taken into consicjeration the petitions 
transmitted by your Lordship from the crews of 
his Majesty's ships under your command, and 
having the strongest desire to attend to all the 
complaints of the seamen of his Majesty's navy, 
and* to grant them every just and reasonable 
redress, and having ^considered the difference of 
the price of the 'necessaries of life at tins and at 
that period when the pay of seamen was esta- 
blished, we do hereby require atfd direct you# 
lordship to take tiie speediest method of commu- 
nicating to the fleet that we have resolved to 
recommend it to hrs Majesty, to propose to 
Parliament to increase the wages of seamen in his 
Majesty’s navy in the following proportions : 
namely — 

To add four shillings per month to the wages 
of petty officers and able seamen ; three shillings 
per nilbnth to the wages of ordinary seamen ; and 
two shillings per month to the wages of landsmen : 

That we have resolved that seamen wounded 
in action shall be continued in pay until their 
wounds are healed, or until, being declared un- 
ler'^eable, they shall receive a pension, oV be 
received into the royal hospital at Greenwich ; 
and that having perfect confidence in the zeal, 
loyalty, and eourage of all the seamen in the 
fleet, so generally exprei^ed in their petition, and 
in Jbheir earnest desire of serving their country 
with that spirit which always so eminently dis- 
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tinguished British seamen, we have come to this 
resolution the more readily, that the seamen may 
have, as early as posaihJe, an opportunity of 
showing their good dispositions, by returning to 
their duty, as it may be necessary that the fleet 
should speedily put to sea to meet the enemy of 
the (jountry. 

Given under our hands at Portsmouth, 18th 
April, 1797. Spencer. — Arden. — W • JJToung. 

To the Right Hon. Loid Biidpoit. 

The Seamen* s j^eply. 

We received your lordships, answer to our 
petition ; and in order to convince your lordships 
*ind the nation in general of our moderation, beg 
leave to offer the following remarks to your con- 
sideration, viz. — ^That there never has existed but 
two orders of men in the navy,^ able and ordinary, 
therefore the distinction between ordinary and 
landsmen is totally new : we therefore humbly 
propose to your lordships, that the old regulations 
be adhered to ; that the wages of able seaiden be 
raised to one shilling per day, and that of petty 
officers and the ordinary in the usual proportions ; 
and as a further proof of our moderation, and 
that we are actuated by a true spirit of benevo- 
lence towards our brethren, the marines, who are 
not noticed in your lordships' ans\yer, we humbly 
propose that their pay Jbe augmented, #hile 
serving on board, in the same proportional as 
ordinary seamen. This we hope and trust will 
be a convincing proof to your lordships that we 
are not actuated by a sp^it of contradiction, but 
that we earnestly wish to put a speedy end toi,the 
present affair. We beg leave to state to your 
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lordships the pensions from Greenwich college, 
which we earnestly wish to be rfKsed to ten pounds 
per a^num ; and in oi^er to maintain which, we 
humbly propose to your lordships, that every 
seaman employed in the merchant service, instead 
of sixpence per month, which he now pays, shall 
hereafter pay one shilling per month, which we 
trust will raise a fund fully adequate to the 
purposCMi and as this in time of peace must be 
paid by your petitioners, we trust ^it will give a 
convincing proof of our disinterestedness and 
moderation. We would also recommend that 
this regulation be extended to the seamen in the 
service of the East India Company, as we know 
by experience that there are few sailors employed 
by them but who have been in the I'oyal navy ; 
and we have seen them with our own eyes, after 
sicknest or other accident^ has disabled them, 
without any hope of relief or support but from 
their former services in the navy. As to pro- 
vision^ : that they bo augmented to sixteen ounces 
to the pound of bread and meat, cheese, butter, 
and liquor in proportion, of a better quality, and 
a sufficient quantity of vegetables ; and that no 
flour be served wfth fresh beef. And we further 
beg leave to inform your lordships, that it is 
unanimously .agreed, that until the grievances 
l^efoje stated are redressed, and an act of indem- 
nity passed, we are determined not to lift an 
anchor ; and the grievances of particular ships 
niust be redressed. Given under our hands, the 
Delegates of the Fleet, on board the Queen Char- 
lotte, at Spithead, Apriri9, 1797. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Tub Gover|imcnt now began to reap the bar- 
rest of their past siipinen^s, and of their present 
imbecile and precipitate haste. AVant of firmness 
and moral courage was never more transparent in 
its disastrous consequences. The first step the 
Admiralty took, in leaving London and htirrying 
down to Portsmouth, was said to have betrayed a 
weakness, of which the more sagacious delegates 
were by no means slow in perceiving the^dvan* 
tage. It certainly was humiliating to the heads 
of a chief, department in the state to put them- 
selves in personal contact with a body of men, 
who were trampling upon law and order. Wh^t 
public confidence could be any longer reposed 
in the executive, when on a sudden the con- 
fession was eagerly made, with a haste tho- 
roughly indecent, that hitherto justice had been 
withliolden, and was only to be extorted by a 
very near approach to open rebellion? Alsp., 
appearances would go far to prove, that the disposi- 
tion of the Government was to refrain frdm conced- 
ing a greater share of redress than they were com- 
pelled by force to grant ; while at the same time 
they were willing to yield everything, proyided 
only Great Hritant might be seen once nfore 
triumphantly afloat sweping the Channel with Her 
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in^iacible fleet. Statesmen, who enter upon the 
poli^of a temporarvj^xpediency, in matters of 
0 res||K public mol|pt, descend a gulf stream, 
in wmch neither art, nor skill, nor wisdom, nor a 
sense of indiscretion, avail to save them from 
imminent danger, if not from signal destruction. 

But, while the board is deliberating upon the 
extent of its concessions, we may take advantage 
of the leisure given us, to lay before our readers an 
instance of the spirited manner in which the dele- 
gates undertook their own vindication from charges 
of treason, infidelity, and treachery to their coun- 
try, such as abounded in the publications of the 
day. A squib, written in the name and under 
the character of Admiral Kempenfeldt, appeared 
in the Sun newspaper, severely criticising the 
behaviouf of the seamen, add questioning the 
purity » of their motives. The following reply, 
composed with no mean smartness and ability^ 
was immediately published ; it attracted notice, 
by the sort of assurance which it gave, that the 
jailors were actuated by proper feelings, as well 
as for Uie indication it afforded, that men of fair 
talents were managing the perilous enterprise — 


PROM THE LIVING T6 THE DEAD. 

Art thou k spirit of eaith or goblin damn’d ! 

Sir, — In the Sun, of the 18th instant, we havp 
seen your address, and which greatly surprised ui^ 
wherein we are accused^f these crimes, which 
disgrace the name of a British seaman, and which 
prejudice the minds of our country flieti 
Knet us, as we are upon to make known 
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our wants and wishes in an official and respectlul 
manner* 

Therefore we^ his Ml|Pliy's most loyl||||^nd 
dutiful subjects, wish to make known to the world 
that we have done so. 

We, as the subjects of a loyal country, presented 
our petitions to that honourable earl, who wore 
the laurels of the glorious 1st of June, and who 
was in the hearts of British seamen represented 
as their friend ; but we are sorry to say, that we 
found to the contrary, in his not presenting our 
petitions to the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty. 

But to convince our country at large, that there 
is not in any wise the least spark of republican 
spirit, we have caused to be inserted the most 
private of our coniberns: sorry also We are to 
remark the words “ French agents,'* as our coun- 
try may think by that assertion, we now take 
into our arms the people that a British sea- 
men detests the name of. But to the contrary, we 
have our country's good as much at heart as any 
other description of m^ whatever, and that our 
request is nqpise injurious to our country. 

W e ask for that comfortable subsistence which 
our country can easily bestow, and that those bar- 
barities which are practised by some (sorry,' 
indeed, we should be to say the whole, as there 
are among us men of every description, both good 
apd evil) be erased out of this well- instituted 
lervice. 

We the aul>jects of y<wir address, coolly, as the 
representatives of that body which has so long 
lain^ under the well-known Buoy, wish you^lp 
come forward in a fair and manly way, in yome 



SPITHEAD AKD THE NORE. 41 

re^jl and corporeal state, and try for one week, if 
the scanty allowance on which we are oblige^ to 
subs^jjt, will keep yonllai the spirited state which 
men of our description require, but are at this 
moment withoui the assistance of at least two- 
thirds of their pay ; and our wives and families 
languishing in want, whilst *thia country, that 
abounds in plenty, ought to be ashamed at the 
word Want ! 

To the biave Admiral ICcmpenfeldt’s Ghost, 

Buoy of the Royal Geoige, Spithead. 

P.S. If the clamours for justice daily echoing 
from the mouths of the loyjit tars should^iij^gain 
awake the spirit of Kempenfeldt, let not his ethe- 
real, bqt his corporeal part, make itself known, 
and we will convince him, that those who haVe 
made Britannia rule the main^ know also their 
duty to their sovereign. 

Spithead, April 20, 1797. 

' After some time spenf in deliberating upon their 
position, and weighing the merits of the several de- 
mands, without submission to which it was evident 
no hopfe of a termination to* the unhapw differences 
could be dkpected, the board came conclu- 

sion, that the main grievances specified in the 
petition must be finally redressed. In consequence 
of this resolution, Lord Bridport received the M- 
k)wing instructions, which he was ordered to com- 
municate to the fleet 

By the Commissioners for Mivecuting tfie Office of Betd 
High Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, * 

Having taken into consideration a paper coj|j^ 
taming several representations from the*seain,eH 
of his Majesty*s ships at Spithead, respe^^ing 
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advance of their wages, and being desirous of 
granting them every request that can with any 
degree of reason be complied with, we bava re- 
solved to recommend it to his Majesty that an 
addition of five shillings and six|rence per month 
be made to the wages of petty officers and seamen 
belonging to his Majesty's navy, which will malee 
the wages of able seamen one shilling per day, 
clear of all deductions ; an^Vddition of four shil- 
lings and sixpence per month to the wages of every 
ordinary seamen ; and an .addition of three shil- 
lings and sixpence to the wages of the landmen ; 
and j^jat none of i;he allowance made to the 
marines when on shore shall be stopped, on their 
being embarked on board any of J^s Majesty's 
ships. AVo have also resolved, that all seamen, 
marines, and others, serving in his Majesty's ships, 
shall liave the full allowance of provisions, without 
any deduction for leakage or M’^aste ; and that until 
proper steps can be taken for carrying this into 
effect, short allowance money shall be paid to the 
men, in lieu of the deductions heretofore made; 
and that all men wounded in action shall receive 
their full until their wounds shall be healed, 
or until, berag declared incurable^ they shall re^ 
ceive a pension from the chest at Chatham, ’^or 
shall be admitted into the Royal Hospital at 
Greenwich. And your Lordship is hereby re^ 
quired and directed to communicate this our de* 
termination to the captain of each of his Majesty's 
ships under your orders, directing him to make it 
known to the ship's company under his command, 
and to inform them, that should th% be itisensible 
to the very liberal offers ’^now made to them, and 
persist in their present disobedience, they must no 
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longer expect to enjoy those benefits to which by 
their former good conduct they were entitled ; 
that, in suck case, all Jibe men now on board the 
fleet at Spithead shall be incapable of receiving 
any smart-mondy or pension from the chest of 
Chatham, or of being admitted at any time into 
the Royal Hospital at Greenwich ; and that they 
must be answerable for the dreadful consequences 
which will necessarily attend their continuing to 
transgress the rules of the service, in op€li viola- 
tion of the laws of their country. On the other 
hand, he is to inform them, that we promise the 
most perfect forgiveness of all that has pasapd on 
this occasion to every ship's company, who, within 
one hour aft^r the cornmimication to them of the 
above mentioned resolutions, shall return to their 
duty% every particular, and shall cease to hold 
further intercourse with any men who continue in 
a state of disobedience and mutiny. 

Given under our hands at Portsmouth, the 20th 
April, 1797. 

(Signed ) Spencer. — Arden. — W. Y ouno. 
To the Right Hon. Lord Btidport. 


The Saptains of the several ships, having as^ 
sembled their crews on deck, tead tlie proposition 
inade by the Board, and then asked the qu^tion, 
Whether they we]|||patisfied with the conditions 
offered ? The replywas in the affirmative, and a 
general feeling of confidence seemed to have been 
restored to tlm fleet. Before, boweyer, a final 
settlement comd be effected, the concessions 
were td pass the commUtee of delegates, which 
the XiOr& Commissioners '"had recognised ^s a 
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body legislating for, and embodying the senti- 
ments of, the fleet. Thirty delegates were assem- 
bled on board th^ Queen Charlotte, but four 
were absent. The members present unanimously 
agreed in opinion to accept^the ter|pi^, and to advise 
the crews of the respective ships’^immediately to 
return to*' their duty. Unfortunately, however, 
when they were upon tho^noint of formally signi- 
fying their assent, the foitP absent members re- 
tumed,4p.nd the whole business was re-considelred; 
Styi nothing was elucidated in the consultation to 
shake the satisfaction already expressed. But it 
was argued, that no guarantee had been mentioned, 
either for the kings acquiescence in the* recom- 
mendation of the commissioners, oi^^r the ratifi- 
cation of the articles by Parliament, if was farther 
alleged, that they had ventured upon len^is’ia 
their conduct which had placed their lives hi 
jecjpardyi unless they could obtain a free and 
unconditional pardon for all previous offences, 
under the king’s sign manual. Tliis view of the 
question opened new ground for discussion of an 
interesting and psiuful nature; the committee, 
therefore, ui^animously resolved to hdd their ad- 
vantageous position, until thel^in^^flraon^shouM 
be promulgated,^ and a sacreef ^promise tkkt 

Parliament would con^rfn by vote'^the concessioifa 
madeijby the Board. 

In reply, the Lords decla||d«their willingness 
to recommend his Jl^Ssty to^ue a proclamation 
and amnesty of all oflences, but insisted upon the 
fleet trusting to^^eir honour and immediately 
putting to^sea. Twfe dellsgates refiSted compliance, 
and in this unsatisfactor* state thd aflWr remaiaea 
all Thursday. On Friday morning/ Admii^al|i 
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Garaner, Colpoys^ and Pole repaired on board the 
Queen Charlotte, to hold a conference with the 
delegates, with the expectation of inducing them 
to alter their determination. But the committee 
was deaf to the voice of entreaty, menace, and 
reason; they firmly and explicitly stated, that 
nothing less than the king* s proclamation and the 
sanction of ParliamenjL would justify them in at- 
taching confidence toU&e fair words of the Board ; 
they would neither be entrapped nor intimidated. 
High words passed between the parties ; Admiral 
Gardner, with his usual impetuosity of temper, 
imprudently seized one of the delegates by the 
collar, and shaking him roughly, declared he would 
hang him ^;|^every fifth man in the fleet, as de- 
termined an^nexorable traitors. This was the 
signaUfor general confusion, in which the gallant 
admiral was rudely assaulted, and escaped with 
his life, although with considerable difiiculty* 
Exasperation and vindictive expressions followed. 

The delegates from the Royal George departed, 
and rowed to their own ship, where they sum- 
moned the crew, narrated to them what had taken 
place, and consulted upon future proceedings. It 
was unani^usyiy resolved to summon the whole 
committee on board the Royal George by signal. 
For this purpose, the red or blopdy flag was 
hoisted, much the terror of people on ehore, 
who, unconsciotwipiyrhe transactions afloat, appre^ 
hended the worst consequences from a display of 
the dreaded symbol of resistance and deflanoe* 
Lord Bridport, enraged at this,; daring act of re- 
bellion, ordered his own flag to bb immediately 
struck, avowing his nndlter^le resolution never 
to permit it to be disgraced again by insult to the 
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service atid treason to the 80 vereigia> The sailors, 
for their part, equally firm and regardless of con- 
sequences, retorted that he tnight do as he pleased ; 
nay more, with their consent ms flag never should 
bo hoisted again. The guns were then shotted, 
the officers put under arrest, and a watch set as 
though the ships were a| sea, in presence of the 
enemy, ^ 

The delegates had certainly excellent reasons for 
insisting upon a pardon before they resigned them- 
selves to the honour of the govef^ment ; since, ^ a 
mutiny* having broken out on board the Oulloden 
a sliort time before, several of the ringleaders were 
hanged^ notwithstanding a previous assurance that 
the offence shduld be overlooked by ^^authorities* 
Great was the consternation of tnh^ordsof the 
Admiralty when they perceived their efforts una- 
vailing, and success receding to a greater distatice. 
It was too late to retrace their steps or to {^ffect a 
vindication of the law, where so much power 
had been gained by the workings of justice. On 
Friday evening they posted up to London, wh^e, 
upon their arrfval, Lord Spencer instantly sum- 
moned a cabinet council, in which he urged the 
necessity of complying With the il31tir|llum of the 
delegates* Tlie king happeiri%^t<:y>e at JV'indsor, 
it was agreed that ^f'coun&l shoul J^a%\ipoti him 
at that place, to recommend his Jlajesty to grant 
a free pardon, mid oblivion of alLtbat liad passed. 
At five o'clock, JJIrMPitt, the Lord Chancellor, 
and Lord Spencer set off for Windsor, where they 
were met by Lord Grenville. At nine o’clock a 
council h^ld, at which the terms of the pror. 
clamation were settled, and signed by the kSng ; 
at ten o* clock the same evening a despatch was for- 
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warded to *Lord^Bridport at Portsmouth, charged 
with the healing intelligence that the desired 
pardon might be communicated to the fleet. 

The remarks made upon the cause for which 
the council wasi summoned, and upon the com-* 
pliance only Y^uchsajfed, at the last moment, 
to the sailoisMemands, as they appeared in that 
portion of the public press which spoke the 
sentiments of the op^sition, weris^just, severe, 
and well pointed. The writers said It would 
haVe been wisei Sind* dignified, that tins council had 
been held on ihe first explosion, instead^ of at- 
tempting to chaffer and bargain with the fleet. 
The moment for negotiation was that when they 
first made |beir representation to Lord Howe. 
The neglect*"^ their petition attached a severe 
responsibility somewhere, and required strict in- 
vestigation. It was hoped that the whole affair 
would bean awful warning to ministers, how they 
presumed to trifle with the petitions of an aggrievta 
people," It was fuither alleged, that these is an 
insult in indiflerence, whidr is more painful ^%o d 
spirited mind than, injui^; and iSo part of the 
ministers’ c^dutt was so^ blameable as the pride 
with *whioh|^h^ ov^jeo)^ the most urgent me- 
morials from alLd^Rip&ns g^^en, whom they 
oppressed by dilays, ai^ InjiliioTO to the public 
service, as they ;were fatal jbo ther objects them- 
s'felves. Thus th^ arrears of half-payu^thc arrears 
of reckonings, the undisch^cd kingSa warrants 
for military services, lyiigg in vai^ m^gs in the 
Treasury^ War and Pay-Offices, wore subjects of 
severe grievai;tpe, upon whic^ conlj>laint4 were 
heaigi both loud and heavy. 

To this it was answered, that no go^gnwnent 
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cpuld atteud to the paltry pPtitioi^l e^ry itidivi^ 
dual who flight fancy himself labouring under 
J-uy specific grievance, such as would necessarily 
occur, at times, in the administration of public 
tl^sinesS ; a flat denial waS givpn to the story about 
arifears, and an assurance |bat the sailors’ remon- 
strances were considered, immediately upon their 
coming tiie board in a tangible shape. 

The follo%inf^ copy of *tho reply issued by 
the del<fgat$s to the* Admiralty Qr4ere, and also of 
the proclamation agreed upon by bis Majesty in 
councirat Windsor : — 


Td the Right Homutable the Lords Commismners of the 
Admiralty, 

We, the seamen and marines in and belonging 
to his Majesty’s fleet, now lying at Spithead, 
having received with the utmost satisfaction, and 
with hearts full of gratitude, the bountiful aug- 
mentation of pay and provisi^ons which your lord- 
ships Ifave been pleased to signify shall take place 
in rllture in his Majesty’s royal navy, by 5 j.Qpr 
order, which has been read to ^us this morning, by 
the command of Bridport : 

Your lordships havifig1j|||^ generously 1;aken 
the prayers of oui|^y|rsi |)etil^ into your seripus 
consideration, you hj-ve given satisfaction to efcry 
loyal and well-disposed seaman and marine^ 
longii^ tdSIhis Ma||^ty’s fleets; and from t^g 
assurance ^hioli your lordships haA^e gi venous 
respecting suPh other gi^evances as^we thought 
^igb^to layieforp you, we are thoroughly qpn^ 
viucedv ^hopid ai^ real grievaflpa or ottief iause 
of complaiint arise in future, and same belaid 
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before your lordshipg in a regular manner, we are 
perfectly satisfied that your lordships will pay 
every attention to a number of brave men, who 
ever have, and ever will be true and faithful to 
their king and country* 

But we beg leave to remind your lordships, 
that it is a firm resolution that, until the flour in 
port be remoyed, the vegetables and pensions 
augmented, the grievances of^private ships re- 
dressed, an act passed, and his Majesty's gracious 
pardon for the fleet now lying at Spithead be 
granted, that the fleet^ will not lift an anchor ; 
and this is the total and final answer. April 22, 
1797 . 

A PROCLAMATION for pardoning such Seamen and 
Marines of the Squadron of his Majesty's Fleet, 
stationed at Spithead, as have been guilty of an 
act of mutiny, or disobedience of orders, or any 
breach or neglect of duty ; and who shal), upon 
notification of such proclamation on boa^T their 
respective ships^ return to the regular and ordi- 
nary discharge o£ii|heir dutj?. 

GEonaE R. 

Upon Ibe^^ort of^^ Lftrds Commis- 
sioners^ 0 ^ tbe Admiralty proceedings of 
the seamen and marines'^ s(madron of our 
^et stationed at Spithead, "and pf toe meiiisurei 
tft%^ by the said lords coiifcissionere' in Oonse- 
quenoe thereof ; and in §rder to^niamfest our de- 
sire to give due enconragemont ^11 those who 
shall return to the regular and ordinary disehai^e^ 
of their duty, according to the rules and pHctice 
of the navy ; we h^ve thoug^^t 4t, by the advice 
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of our privy council, to issue this our royal pro- 
clamation, and do hereby promise our most gra- 
cious pardon to all seamen and marines serving on 
board the said squadron, who shall, upon notihca* 
tion hereof, on board their respective ships, return 
to the regular and ordinary discharge of their 
duty ; and we do hereby declare, that all such 
seamen and marines so returning;^ to their duty, 
shall be released and discharged from all prosecu- 
tions, imprisonments, and penalties incurred by 
reason of any act of mutiny, or disobedience of 
orders, or any breach of neglect of duty previously 
committed by them, or any of them. 

Given at our Court at Windsor^ "the 
twenty-second day of April, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
seven j and in the thirty ^seventh 
year of our reign. 

God save the King. 

Parilioular orders had been issued by tKb dele- 
gates oit the Saturday evening, for every sailor to 
appear in the riggihg on Sunday morning 
clean clothes, and to cheer 'as usual. Accord- 
ingly, the cheering was iQpre animated and voci- 
ferous than upon ordinary days ; every man who 
could mount the shrouds ma'de his appearance, and 
the red flag continued flying on board the JEtoyal 
George, ^t half -past' six that same morning, % 
messenger arrived ^^ith the despatches 
Windsor, having accomplished the journey^in 
seven hours; a% extraordinarily short space of 
time, if we look to the methods of travellmg then 
in^e,.and to the state of the roads. 

The port-admn^ immediately Summoned laord 
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Bridport) AdHiirals<}ardner, Pole, and Colpoys, 
who after a long consultation repaired on board 
the Boyal Qoorge, about eleven o'clock that 
morning. 

The diflPerences between Lord Bridport and the 
cret^ bad -been iti a measure smoothed over, in 
cotisequencfe of a letter which, after the exaspera- 
tion of *the moinent had subsided, was written to 
the admiral, in which they styled him their father 
and their friend, at the same time disclaiming any 
intention^tiJ offering him the slightest degree of 
person^ disrespect. Immediately that ha had 
set foot on board the Royal George, he re-hoisted 
hfa iBtiig, and, addressing the sailors with much 
feeling in a short speech, he informed them that 
he h^ brought with him a redress of all their 
grfovailces, and the king’s pardon for the share 
they had taken in the late transactions. This 
intelligence was received with general satisfaction. 

A signal was then made for the captains of the 
fleet tdrepair on h<^ard the Royal George.< When 
they had assembled, Copies df the kingV proola- 
were given* them, whiclv^they were directed 
to read to their respective ships' companies. This 
order was obeyed two o'clock in the after- 
noon jT^he greatest vjioy pervaded the §eet, and 
ea^h ifehip gave three chfefrs^ af^^hC conclusion of 
the business. But to thVdisrftray and anxiety of 
the ^oflicers and people on lihore, no t^ken of re*^ 
conciliation was yet visibleP^n the Queen Char- 
th# delegates' ship ; the red flag continued 
to fly at the main ; the ropes at the yard-arms 
were still reeved, and doubts Were entertamed 
whether the delegates would accept the*ki|g's 
pardon, without the ratifleation of the Admiralty 
m2 ^ 
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orders by parliament. This delay was accounted 
for by the absence of two delegates, Joyce and 
Glynne, who were on shore ; nor would the com- 
mittee proceed to a consultation before their re- 
turn. A boat having been sent to fetch these 
important individuals, they were conducted on 
board with all the respect and ceremony due to 
superior officers. The delegates immediately took 
the matter into consideration, and advised the 
fleet to return to their duty without delay. At 
six o’clock the flag and ropes were hauled down, 
and the ships cheered again as a signal that every 
thing was accepted on their part ; that the council 
of delegates was dissolved, and that order, disci- 
pline, and subordination were again restored. The 
Mars and Marlborough were the last ships to 
yield ; the former in particular maintained a 
spirit of defiance to the last ; but in general, the 
disposition of the fleet was admirable ; and a 
conviction obtained, not only among the sailors, 
but among the delegates themselves, that mat- 
ters had been carried with a, high hand quite 
far enough, and that the redress afibrded wj^ 
more than could have been reasonably ex- 
pected. 

Now that the danger had to all appearance 
passed away, the nation abandoned itself to n 
jubilee of joy and gratitude ; the oflence was to be 
buried in oblivion, and nothing to be remembered 
except the glory and renown, purchased by the 
navy in a series of splendid victories. Beflecting 
men, however, could not conceal from themselves 
the prejudicial effect which the weakness of go^ 
verflment, m a moment of terror, might have upon 
other times, when«$a host of fancied grievances 
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should be pressed upon their consideration by those 
who had measured their power successfully with 
the crown and parliament ; nor could it be reason- 
ably supposed that discipline could emerge from 
a trial thus severe, without some taint of corrup- 
tion or with its moral energy unimpaired. But 
it was replied, that the termination of the mutiny 
would onfy prove the folly of that horror with 
which a corrupt government is inclined to regard all 
petitions emanating from the people for a redress 
of grievances ; and as for the lamentations of those 
who pretended to see in this great event a revolu- 
tion in the system of British discipline, such 
foreboding might make the change which they af- 
fected to deplore, since they formed an acknowledg- 
ment of weakness likely to engender and animate 
disobedience. If viev|||i without prejudice, the 
affair might also bo viewed without alarm. The 
grievances must have been severely felt and long 
suffered which could give rise to a confederacy so 
general, so systematic, so well combined, and so 
temperately conducted. Its management was a 
proof that it was not the effect of sudden passion, 
nor was the feeling local. In what new light then 
were British seamen to be considered ? Was this 
the lesson to be learned, that they are naturally 
patient and forbearing, but when roused, firm, 
constant, and unconquerable? Thank Heaven, 
that was always their character, and would con- 
linue to he their character. event had cre- 

bted no change, except that it would serve as a 
isefiil admonition to government not to slight the 
grievances of the sebmen, when presented in the 
prudent and humble guise of petition witbouf sig- 
natures, No task: is more painful thau for pride 
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to grant to defiance that justice ' which it has 
Infused to prayer. 

Oh Monday afternoon, Vice-Admiral Sir Alan 
Gardner, in the Royal Sovereign, dropped down to 
St. Helen's, with the"^ first division of ^he fleet 
under his command, and was followed on the two 
successive days by Lord Bridport, in^the Queen 
Charlotte, and by the remainder of4the'^hips ; the 
Admiral, however, was unable to put to sea, owing 
to the prevalence of contrary winds. The North- 
sea fleet, lying in Yarmouth Roads, under the 
command of Admiral Duncan, received the intel- 
ligence of the Admiralty resolutions with the 
most lively^xpressions of gratitude ; and returned 
the followmg address of thanks. 

Yenorable, April 27, 1797. 

The seamen of the No* -sea fleet beg leave to 
return their grateful thanks to the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, for their ready compli- 
ance with the humble request of their worthy 
companions in the Channel Fleet. At the same 
time to convince their lordships of our united and 
steady support of his Majesty and dur country, 
we will at all times risk everything that is dear 
to man. Have only to regret, from the situation 
of the enemy we are opposed to, it has not been in 
our power to show the nation we wish to do our 
duty and honour to our country and worthy con> 
mander-in-cliief. 

Seamen, Yarmouth Rba^. 

The'squadron at Plymouth, uuj^er Admiral Sir 
John Orde, at the first, welcomed the tidings with 
every mark of satisfaction. But on the Tuesday 
evening they began to re|)etit of their too easy ac- 
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quiescence, and to entertain grave doubts as to the 
certainty of the information which had been 
communicated to them. The Atlas of 98 guns, 
Captain M. Squire ; Majestic of 74, Captain G. 
TiT. Westcott; and Saturn of 74, Captain James 
Douglas ; went out of harbour, and anchored in 
the Sound. The crews determined upon refusing 
|)ermissioB fqi? any ship to ledVe the Sound until 
the business should be finally settled, to the satis- 
faction of their brethren at Spithead, and until 
they should be accurately informed that such was 
the case. They then sent orders to the Edgar, 74 
^guns, anchored in Cawsand Bay, to join them im- 
mediately. Delegates were chosen jp the usual 
manner to assemble on board the Atlas, which 
was fixed upon as the Parliament Skip^ such was 
the term used, wlienc| all orders were to issue. 
Although an advance of wages had just been paid 
by the Commissioners of the dock-yards, and the 
bum-boats went off with slops as in ordinary 
times, yet no sales were allovyed, nor any person 
belonging to them suffered to go on board. A 
long string of articles was nailed against the main- 
mast, containing instructions for the regulation of 
each ship. The whole of their correspondence by 
letter, after it had been officially communicated, 
was also nailed to tMb miynmast, for the perusal of 
^11 parties ; so that the mainmast was made to 
serve both in a legislative and executive capacity. 
The ships lay with theit*^ lower yards down and 
thefr topgallant-masts struck, although the wea- 
ther continued remarkably fine. ^ 

It was resoH-ed, un Friday, that eight delegates 
shquld be de8patc|ied to Portsmouth in a cutter, 
for the purpose oAearnlng the exact situation of 
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affairs; and that the ships would pledge them- 
selves to act in conc(»t with the Spithead fleet, 
whether for resistance or for submission. Accord- 
ingly they left the Sound, and upon their arrival 
at St. Helen 8, received at a confS'ence personal 
assurance, tliat all differences existing in the 
navy had been amjcably settled. At about half- 
past five o’clock on Tuesday evening. May 2d, ^ 
blue flag was hoisted at the mizen-peak of the 
Atlas ; and the signal was immediately answered 
by the Majestic, Saturn, and Edgar, each of which 
displayed a similar flag at the mizen top gallant- 
mast-head; the flags were kept up for a few 
minutes, and then* the Atlas having hauled down 
her signal, the other ships followed her example. 
This was the private signal for the delegates to 
assemble on board the Atlas, a communication 
having been received from the committee of inquiry, 
which had been sent to Portsmouth. ' Its contents 
were to the effect, that they were perfectly satis- 
fied with the manner in which all grievances had 
been adjusted at Spithead; and therefore they 
enjoined the crews of the ships at Plymouth to 
return to their former obedience and discipline. In 
conclusion, they acquainted the delegates,^ that 
they, the deputies, were then on their passage 
thither in one of the PortsmAith butters, but had 
resorted to the post, for the conveyance of theiy 
intelligence, in order that the ships might be the* 
more speedily -^reduced iflto obedience. 

Upon hearing this agreeable information, the 
delegates dissolved their board, and reinstated their 
officers in the command of th#re8|llctive ships. 

In the mean time, however, a feeling of dist];]iist 
was stealing through the crews at St- Helen’s, and 
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contrary winds * unfortunately prevented the fleet 
from putting to sea ; thus they were exposed to 
sinister rumours, conve/ld by malicious agitators 
to ,the ears of the sailors, and were also eye- 
witnesses to ifte fact that no active and public 
step had as yet been taken by government towards 
the fulfilment of those pledges, by which the Lords 
of the Admiralty were honourjflbly bound. 

On the^'28th ^f April, Lord Bridport saiW 
from St. IIelcn*s, with the following men-of-war : 
Royal George, Queen Charlotte, Royal Sovereign, 
Duke, Glory, Terrible, Defence, La Pompee, 
Robust, Impetueux, Defence, and Mars, together 
with the S. Fiorenzo frigate, and the* Incendiary 
fire-ship. But the Marlborough, Minotaur, and 
Ramillies, were silent, when the signal was made 
for sailing, and refused to lift anchor. Still, Lord 
Bridport, fearful of testing the disposition of the 
fleet, dared not make any demonstration of force 
to compel the refractory vessels to obey orders, 
but was obliged to leave them, sulkily riding at 
anchor, to the bent of their own humours. 
Towards mid-day, however, the wind chopped 
round into an unfavourable quarter, and the fleet, 
putting „back, resumed her former station at St, 
Helen's. The three recusant ships had been for 
some time dissatisfied with their oflicers, and had 
vehemently urged upon the Lords of the Admiralty 
the expediency of some change taking place ; upon 
this .point, however, the board remained firm in 
a positive refusal, alleging the inconvenience arid 
total subversion of discipline, which must beyond 
all dqubt ensue^if the crews should be permitted 
to dictate tb it the officers under whom they were 
willing or indisposed to serve. 

Happily in ^ day or two the seamen and the 
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officers came to a good understanding on board the 
Bamillies and the Minotaur, but the Marlborough 
remaining in a state of i^lubordination, refused to 
join the fleet. 

A transaction now took place ift the House of 
Lords whiich, unfortunately, kindled once again 
the flame of discord, and threatened to renew, in 
a more formidable shape, all the dangers hitherto 
happily avoided. Ten days ha4 elapsed without 
any public notice of measures for redeeming the 
credit of the Admiralty Board, by the application 
of some prompt and practical remedy for the 
grievances of the sailors ; all that had been received 
or heard of, up to this time, was a mere verbal 
announcement of the government intentions, con- 
veyed to the fleet at the same time with his Ma- 
jesty's pardon; besides, no authentic account of the 
origin of the discontent, its progress, the means 
adopted to allay it, and its suppression, had as yet 
been communicated officially to ‘Parliament. The 
Duke of Bedford, uiider these circumstances, and 
perhaps urged by symptoms of uneasiness at St. 
Helen's, called the attention of the Lords to the 
subject, on the evening of Wednesday, May 3. 
The following is an abstract of the debate. 

The Duke of Bedford asked, whethjpr any of his 
M^esty s ministers had it in charge from his 
Majesty to make any communication upon the 
recent important transactions which had. occurred 
in the marine department? If no such commu- 
nication was made, either now or on a future day, 
he should find himfeelf called upon to bring a 
subject, so connected vrith ihe best interei|ts of 
the country, before their lordships, by moying 
for the production of certain papers connected 
with it. 
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Earl Spencer replied, that he had it not m 
diarge from his Majesty to make any commum- 
cation to the House, nor did ho foresee that any 
communication would be made upon that subject. 

Earl How^ said, that as his name had been 
mentioned in the transaction alluded to, be had 
anxiously waited for a suitable opportunity to 
explain to their lordships the part which he had 
acted in this business. Had any censure been 
attached to his professional character, he would 
have looked to'' another quarter for an inquiry 
into his conduct ; but as the blame which had 
fallen upon him in the present instance related to 
his conduct in a capacity different from that of an 
officer, he looked to their lordships for his vindi- 
cation. The explanation, therefore, for which he 
was called upon, he should take an opportunity of 

f iving when the noble duke brought the subject 
efore the House. He expressed a wish, however, 
that for the sake of the service the business had 
never been brought under discussion, for the legis^ 
lature would be placed by it in a most delicate^ 
situation. Either they must approve of trans- 
actions which every man must wish had never 
happened, or they must withhold that approba- 
tion, and tlius acknowledge that they had made 
concessions under the pressure of the moment, 
which they think improper to confirm. 

The Duke of Bedford said, he was now too well 
acquainted with the issue of motions in that House 
which the King's ministers intimated thpir inten- 
tions to oppose. He certainly, therefore, sbSuId 
not make an attempt to bring the present subject 
into discussion, which he well knew would be 
fruiltess. But if he could conceive any terms 
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in which he could couch a motion for the produc- 
tion of the papers connected with it, he would 
make that motion now; as the transactions, 
]?awever, to* which he referred were without a 
parallel in history — for he knew of no instance 
hut the present, in which the ministers of the 
king had entered into correspondence and nego- 
tiation with any body of his Majesty's subjects 

to conceive the proper terms for a motion 
on such a subject wgis no easy task. If any 
mode occurred to him of obtaining these pa- 
pers, he should propose it to the House on a 
future day, without any preface or recommen- 
dation, leaving it entirely to the decision of their 
lordships. 

Earl Howe , — Between the second week in last 
February and middle of March, being then confined 
by illness at Bath, I received, by the post, several 
petitions, purporting to be transmitted from dif- 
ferent ships of the Channel fleet. They ;were all 
exact copies of each other, limited solely to a 
request for an increase of pay^ that the seamen 
might be able to make better provision for their 
families, decently expressed, but without any 
signature. I could not reply to applications 
which were anonymous, nor acknowledge the 
receipt of them to parties unavowed and unascer- 
tained. About four 6r five of the petitions first 
received, though little different in the handwriting, 
were obviously dictated by the same person, and 
I had therein further reason to think they were 
fabncated by some malicious individual, who 
meant to insinuate the prevalence of a general 
discontent in the fleet. 

Not resting, however, on this conclusiHi, I 
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wrote to* an officer at Portsmouth, to whom 1 was 
naturally to expect such applications would in my 
absence, be addressed, to inquire whether any such 
dissatisfaction existed irt the fleet. The^answer was, 
^‘that no such appearance had been heard of 
there, and it was supposed the petitions had been 
framed for the purpose I suspected.” 

On the morning of the 22nd of March, the day 
after I was able to come to town, one of the 
Lords of the Admiralty, now aosertt on service, 
happening to call upon me, I related these par- 
ticulars to him, showed him the petitions, and 
sent them the same day to his house in the office, 
that they might be communicated to the noble 
earl who presides at that Board. Of the sub-* 
sequent events I have no other knowledge but 
such as is to be obtained in the daily papers. 
Demands for an increase of pay, by a fleet or army 
on service,. are not to be discussed, I apprehend, 
in anonymous correspondence.” 

The debate, thus given, was pregnant with 
important consequences. Delay, the theme of the 
Duke of Bedford's speech, apparently confirmed 
by Earl. Spencer, in the remark, that he had no 
expectation of ^receiving his Majesty's commands 
to bring down any intelligence to the House, were 
topics which, in the hands of skilful disturbers 
of the public peace, were easily managed so as 
to rake up the ashes of expiring differences. 
In the first place, a notion was industriously 
disseminated through the fleet, that the adpii*^ 
nistration of the country was disposed to 
evade the promises made ^y Earl Spencer to the 
seamen ; the report gained credit, and acquired a 
more^^ious confirmation from a handbill, indus** 
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triously circulated, oi^ which the purport* was, to 
convince the fleet of the Lords' indisposition to 
grant them the stipulated, relief. Saspicions of 
the sincerity of ministers '‘now gathered strength 
from the delay of every hour ; until insubordina* 
tion reappeared and blood was shed. 

On Sunday, Jday 7, when Lord Bridport made 
the signal to i)<reigh anchor, every ship refused ; 
the yard-ropes \ifere rove; the delegates assem- 
bled, and proceeded to the London, Admiral 
Colpoys^ with the intention of holding their con- 
vocation on board that* ship. On their way they 
first of all visited the Marlborough, and were 
received with open arms by that most undaunted 
and rebellious of all the crews. The delegates, 
aft^ they had established their authority in the 
Marlborough, rowed with all due form alongside 
the London. Vice-Admiral Colpoys ordered 
them to sheer off, but they resolutely insisted 
upon boarding, notwithstanding the admiral warn- 
ed them that the first act of disobedience would 
be fatal. While they were attempting to gain the 
sides of the ship, the admiral ordered the marines 
to fire into the boats ; three delegates were killed, 
and five wounded. A scuffle ensued, which ended 
in the seamen getting possession of the deck, and 
wounding Lieutenant Simons, of the marines, 
together with several of his corps. The muti- 
neers then tried to point a main-deck gun aft 
against the offlcers ; in this attempt they were 
resisted suQcessfully at first by Lieutenant Peter 
Bover; but, upon a renewal of the attack, that 
officer pistolled one of his assailants : for this 
offence he was soon after seizecL and taken to the 
forecastle to be hanged at thf yardrarnij^ The 
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ropo was fastened round his neck, but he was 
saved by the interference o£ Mark Turner, one of 
the delegates, with whom he had fortunately been 
acquainted in another ship. The seamen of the 
London, having now gained the command of the 
ship in defiance of the officers and marines, turned^ 
the mimsles of the foremost guns aft, and threat* 
cned to blow every one^of their opponents into the 
water ; in the mean while Lieutenant Bover was 
stapding on the forecastle awaiting his Sentence. The 
admiral now interposed, and very nobly observed, 
that he alone was to blame, knd that he bad acted 
by orders received froUl the Admiralty, The sea- 
men 'demanded and obtained a copy of the orders, 
which we have given entire at a la^er period of 
our history. The article, however, upon wlpch 
he proceeded is as follow’s : ‘‘ That the captains 
and commanders of his Majesty's ships l^e^arti- 
cularly attentive to the conduct of the men under 
their command ; ,and that they be ready, on the 
first appearance of mutiny, to use the most vigor- 
ous means to suppress and to bring the ring- 
leaders to punishment/' These orders were dated 
the 1st of May, 

Admiral Colpoys and his superior officers were 
instantly put under arrest; his bantingbeing8t|uck, 
was superseded by the bloody flag, and the marines 
made prisoners. The delegates^ortly i^tfrwards 
held a ^consultaflfen, at which it was pi^osed to 
try the admiral, Captain Griffiths,, and the first 
lieutenan#of the London, by court-mj^ial, upon 
a charge of being accessory to the death of ce^in 
delegates from the fire of the marines. 

“ On Monday, at noon, the red flag was hauled 
down, and tho atoir^'s ,flag again foisted on 



board .the'Xondtin. Thte wgn^J; however, was 
far from^being nijy^ favourable indioation of a 
desire to"* return iJo duty^ as was the interpret- 
atton put upon it by the people ashore, 
bu^ only for all the ships to rendezvous at St. 
Helens, in order that the trial of the officers 
might be conducted in safety and with due 
solemnity. tS so great an extent was their de- 
’^tcrmination carried, that the delegates gommanded 
Captain Milne, of La Pique, to repair on b(^d 
the London ; but whether as a member of their 
mock court-martial, or as evidence, was uncer- 
tain. 

The next step of the mutineers was to send away, 
with their baggage and servants, the principal offi- 
cer's; among whom the most distinguished were, 
Vice-Admiral Gardner, and three of his lieutenants, 
from the Royal Sovereign ; Captains Holloway, of 
the DuKfe ; Alexander Hood, of the Marii; Nicholls, 
of the Marlborodgh ; Wells, ^of the Defence ; 
Campbell (Lord Cawdor s brother), of the Terri- 
ble ; Cook, of the Nymph; Bligh, of the Latona ; 
and all the officers of the Poinpeo frigate. 

After this business Iiad been accomplished, the 
delegates came to a resolution to assemble the 
who|e Channel fleet at St. Helen's, They there- 
fore ordered the Royal William, the port- admi- 
rals fRlg-ship, tQ join them immediately; and 
also desjjfitched a frigate to Plytnoutb, enjoining 
the three mutinous vessels in that port to saU 
round to the place of rendezvous. ®ir Roger 
Curtis' squadron, at Torbay, if it had not yet 
put to s|a, was to be informed of the fresh dis- 
turbances which had broken, out at Sjpithead, and 
to be requested to cast in its lot with the rest of 



the fl«et In weather came 

down upon them ine.*dre4dfttJ]hnj^ioeiijj6, and the 
ships, destitute of the^ officers, and 6nly n»der 
the guidance of the seamen in comman^d, were 
either in dahger of getting aground dl they were 
steering for St. Helenas, or, Jtiaving arrii^ed tVr6, 
and riding at single anchor, devoid of any nQH)ru 
skilful control, incurred the risk of running four 
of each other, and were in continual hazard of 
being lost. 

While the state of affairs was thus gloomy and 
foreboding of evil at Spithead, the news created a 
panic in London, and seriously alarmed the go- 
vernment. Public interest was divided between 
speculations upon the intentions of ministers, and 
apprehension for the fate of Admiral Colpoys and 
his fellow- officers. Rumour, with its thousand 
tongues, had already disseminated tales of con- 
demnation and execution, while hope pleaded the 
offer of most unbounded concessions, if in that way 
their lives might only be purchased. The most 
extravagant advice was, given, which, but for the 
awful suspense of the moment, ^ould have been 
put down for the ravings o“nsanity. For 
instance, it was gravely proposed that the king 
himself, or at the least, a deputation from both 
Houses of Parliament, should joitrney to Ports- 
mouth without the least delay, and by personal 
supplication strive to put an end to such an 
alarming state of insubordination ; just as the 
merchant in danger of shipwreck is ^poetically 
described as vainly attempting to propitiate the 
ya^vnlng waves, by flinging into their abyss the 
most choice and precious of his silks and spices. 
To enforqe ihte maS project, it| was added that the 
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period was too critical to be precise aboiit forms 
or to consult party. 

On Monday evening Mr, Pitt rose in his plac^, 
in tne House of Commons, to move a resolution 
for "a grant^o his Majesty, towards increasing the 
seamen s pay, according to the addition directed 
^by order of council of the 3rd of May. 

An abstract bf the debate, beside the historical 
interest with which titne has invested it, will serve 
also to place in a Olear light before us the position 
in which the question was viewed by the two 
great parties of the day. 

The House having resolved itself into a com- 
mitt^ of supply, and the estimate being l^read* for 
an additional allowance to seamen, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer (Mr. Pitt) thus, in substance, 
spoko upon the question ; — 

I rise pursuant to the notice which I gave 
on a former day, to call the attention of the 
committee to the subject of the estimate now 
before them. I feel myself, on the present occa- 
sion, placed in a situatiop of considerable diflS.- 
culty and ei^arrassmSit. I am aware that 
it has always*^een usual, when any addition 
to the public expense, and consequently to the 
public burdens, was proposed, to enter into the 
pounds of the proposition, and to explain in 
detail the particulars of the measure. I now, 
however, feel it necessary to declare that I cannot, 
in the circumstances in which I am placed, con- 
sistently ^with the' duty I owe to the public, 
enter into sbch a statement ; the proposition, 
therefore, which I shall have the honour to move, 
I shall submit to you without entering at all 
into its merits, trusting that*you will pronounce 
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a silent judgment upon it, conceiving as I de, that 
I should be departing from my duty, and that the 
committee would be acting contrary to tlie most 
important interests of the nation, to entertain |tny 
discussion upon a subject of so much delicacy at 
the present moment. — For whether I consider the 
occurrences which happened sometime ago, or the 
difficulties which now exist — the ‘particulars of 
which I am not prepared to state, but which may"^ 
perhaps have arisen from misrepresentation of 
what passed in another place — this must operate 
as a motive for the exercise of additional caution 
to guard against the slightest misapprehension, 
while at the same time it afforde ground for 
hope, that the knowledge for the decision of par- 
liament upon the proposition which I am c^bout 
to submit to the committee, will entirely remove 
the discontent which has prevailed, or which may 
at present exist. Under these circumstances, dihen, 
I feel it my ' duty to ask, and entreat the silent 
judgment of the committee 6n the proposition 
which I shall make, grqpnded upon the estimate 
now before them. The amount, which is, perhaps, 
the point least worthy of attention, will be, 

For advance of pay 851,000 

For additional allowance of provisions 185,000 


Making a total of . . . £536,000 
I think it my *duty to state, however, that the 
estimate for the increased expense of victualling 
was framed uppn an old rate, when provisions 
were considerably cheaper than they are now, so 
th^t the actual amount upon that head will con- 
siderably exceed th^stimait^. Making allowance 
for this esecoss* ofVe actual amount above the 

E 2 
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estitnate, the whole expense for the nine months of 
the present year I compute at 372, 000^. I shall 
therefore conclude with moving a sum to be 
grapted to his Majesty to that amount. 

Mr. Fox. I certainly shall vote for the reso- 
lution which is now before the committee, but* I 
cannot do it in the manner which the right hon- 
ourable gentleman proposes, namely, to give it 
silently »5 I cannot do so without betraying my 
constituents. He seems to deprecate discussion 
upon this subject at this moment, as being likely 
to increase our difficulties. It is not to discussion, 
but to silence, we owe that difficulty. This House 
should not have been theeonfidants of the minister, 
and remained silent so long upon this subject. 
Had^this House interposed upon the commencement 
of this matter, instead of indulging the ministers 
with the scandalous delay of a fortnight, I verily 
believe we should not have heard anything of the 
misfortunes which have recently happened. The 
minister has said that much of what has recently 
happened was lOwing misrepresentation and 
consequent misunderstanding ; and that debating 
the subject is not the way to put off the evil ; 
that it can only be removed by voting a remedy 
for it in silence. I say that silence has been af- 
fectedly preserved^in this House, in order, as I 
told the minister long ago, to give him an oppor- 
tunity of doing away the effect bf any misrepre- 
sentation or consequent misunderstanding that had 
taken place when we heard of this business first, 
and to avoid any future misunderstanding. It has 
not produced that effect, nor do I think it whs 
well adapted to prodtice it j^r I am convincedi, 
that secrecy is but seldom', ifwer, so good a* mode 
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of avoiding a misunderstanding as discussion. I 
will not now go into the detail of th^ conduct of 
the Admiralty upon this most delicate, critical, 
and important business during the Easter recess. 
Indeed I have not, nor has this House, any authentic 
information upon it. From what I have heard, 
however, in common with the public, I ha>^e 
strong doubts of the propriety of tlrat conduct. It 
seems to have been that of neither denying nor 
granting, but an endeavour to bargain with the 
seamen, and to offer them less than was reason- 
able they should have, since it was less than is 
now proposed to be voted in this Committee. 
The evil of this is, that you have increased, when 
you should have diminished, the suspicion of the 
seamen, and more especially some personal diffi*** 
dence, which it appears,they entertain. This House 
might, on the^ Monday or the Wednesday fol- 
lowing the notification of the discontents, have 
voted that which is now proposed, and it is inex- 
cusable in ministers to have delayed it so long. 
But most extraordinary Jndeed it is, that silent 
confidence in ministers ^ould be now demanded 
of this House. I say that, after seeing the 
criminal conduct of the administration upon various 
occasions, but most strikingly upon this, if this 
House shall now continue to place silent confi- 
dence and a blind trust in men who have so mis- 
conducted themselves, it will b6 little less blame- 
able than Ministers have been. It will be criminal 
in this House to repose trust and continue poWer 
in the hands of men whom we know, by bitter 
experience, tobe^unfit to conduct our^'affairS; who 
have shown d^|^ of guilt or incapacity, or 
both) th§t bas.le^Pto the brink of destruclaon. 
I say this is not a time, nor are the present cir- 
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cumstances those, in which we should repose confi- 
dence in an 9 ,dministration generally, even supposing 
it to be the reverse of what I think it is, namely, 
the best of all possible administrations ; but least 
of all to such an administration. Ministers cannot 
say they were not warned of the danger of delay 
upon this most important of all subjects. 1 asked 
the minister as early as I could what was in- 
tended to be done, and when. I entreated that 
he would not suffer any delay to take place ; I 
repeated my (Questions and entreaties; and if I 
have any reason to blame myself at all for the 
part I took, it is for not having repeated my de- 
sires still oftener. That it should now be supposed, 
that any good can arise out of secrecy and silence 
upon this subject, is ridiculous. The thing is 
absolutely impossible. Does tho right honourable 
gentleman really think that not onjy now, but for 
ever, tlie cause of this discontent is to remain a 
secret ? Does this House really meah to say to 
the people of this Country, that, after what they 
know has happened at Portsmouth, upon the 
commencement of this misunderstanding and since, 
that they will never inquire into the cause of it ? 
Are we so abandoned as to determine never to 
have any responsibility upon ourselves, but that 
w^e ^e to say, we will leave tho whole of it, under 
a blind confidence, to our executive government to^ 
manage ? I say we ought to take responsibility 
upon ourselves ; it is our first and greatest duty, 
without the, due performance of which, we shall 
be worse than useless to the public. ^If we neglect 
that duty, consider what may be the effect of 
this ? What has happeded j^y happen again 
What is it that has alteadyiiPpeared befote us ? 


* How pvophetic did this prove I 
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—That grierances have been complained of, and 
have not been suflGiciently attended to. Thc^ cause 
of these complaints cannot be fully known. I 
declare, upon my honour, I do not know the 
cause. All I know is what I have seen in news- 
papers, related as having passed between the 
Admiralty and the delegates of the fleet. I never 
heard how far the Admiralty conceded to, or 
opposed, the wishes of the seamen. I never un- 
derstood the matter to this day, and even now I 
do not fully understand it.. Why then, I ask, 
how am I to do my duty to the people of England, 
in voting away their money under circumstances 
that are more important, perhaps, than any that 
ever came before us till now, without knowing the 
real truth, ds to the cause of that vote ? I say 
that we ought to know the cause ; for without it 
how can we be satisfied that the remedy is 
adequate to the evil ? I say also, that if ministers 
were as successful in all their plans, as they have 
been unsuccessful ; if 'they had fulfilled all their 
promises as uniformly as they have disregarded 
them ; if they had gratified our wishes, in pro- 
portion as they have disappointed our expeptations ; 
it would even then be the duty, the bounden duty 
of the House of Commons, in this most critical 
and important of all cases, to call &r a full expl|i- 
natiotmf the causes of this discontent. 1 hope 
the right hon. gentleman will state them all fully 
and authentically to this House at some futm 
period. I think he ought to state, even nr^^ 
what were the circumstances which have 
the misunderstanding between the fleet and^the 
Admiralty^ after fhst promise was made to 
the sJiiors. XhbUie ought to do now, in order 
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that we may know whether this vote which is^ 
before^ us, is a complete or a partial compliance 
with the wishes of those who are the objects of it. 
To endeavour to pass it by in silence is silly. 
To expect that secrecy can save you now, and to 
think that it may be smothered, is the weakest of 
all possible hopes, by which you will resemble 
children, who shut their eyes and think that 
nobody can see them. I therefore hope, that this 
business will not he suffered to he passed by in 
silence. I will no more be answerable for any 
misrepresentations that may go abroad upon our 
discussion than the minister ; but I know that 
much more misunderkanding is likely tc^ follow 
silence than discussion. I therefore wish the 
matter to be discussed.* I wish to know now, 
whether this is all that is intended to be done on 
this business ? By this species of blind confidence, 
which the minister is so ready to ask, and which 
this House is much too ready to grant, the constitu- 
tion of this country may be undone. I know 
there are many who think that the inconvenience 
of popular assemblies is great, on account of the pub- 
licity of their proceedings ; hence indeed has arisen 
great error.in giving to ministers confidence when 
they ask it. But our present ministers seem to 
tlgnk,*,that thejess-they are^alledupon to explain, 
the more danger there is in attempting it; aid they 
call "for confidence in exact proportion as the 
necessity is urgent for explanation. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he 
thought that a silent vote upon this subject was 
the best, and therefore he took the liberty of 
recommending it. He thought so still, for he 
was mi shaken in that opini^ by anythin| that 
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ivas said by the right honourable gentleman who 
spoke last ; and it was singular enough, that that 
very person, who called for so much information, 
declared he should vote for the resolution, after 
he had heard the explanation that had been 
given; although declared, at the same time, 
that he knew no more upon it than any other 
member of the House. A pretty convincing proof 
that what he had heard already was sufficient to 
convince him of the propriety of the present 
motion. This added to his opinion on the pro-* 
priety of his not entering further upon this 
discussion. 

Mr, f/ieridan said, he certainly should vote for 
the resolution ; but there was a question hd 
should propose to the right honourable gentle- 
man, which might be answered without involving 
that discussion which he wished to avoid, or that 
mischief which lie apprehended. In allusion to 
the now disturbances which were said to exist, 
the honourable gentleman ^had said^ that nothing 
was so likely to restore tranquillity as an imme- 
diate vote in favour of the resolution. But why 
then did not the right honourable gentleman avail 
himself of the opportunity of submitting that vote 
sooner, when it might have prevented the dis- 
turbances it was to appease ? ’Why was it thaj 
the vote was tp be proposed, when information 
was received thatiuew disturbances had broken 
out ? Why did he^ not*, take immediate steps, in 
consequence of the promises which were made? 
Why, instead of the slow* and procrastinating 
mode that/ had been followed, had not the right 
honourable gentleman cdme with a message from 
ike throne, recomntending the House to^itake 



THE MUTINY AT 


74 

measures to carry into effect what had beeii 
done? He distinctly asked, then, why a fort- 
night's delay had been interposed before any steps 
were taken to carry into effect what had been 
done ? How could they rely that even what they 
were to vote would be pr<3|)erly carried into 
effect? From the words of the Lords of the 
Admiralty, they had come to the resolution of 
acceding to the demands of the seamen, — that 
they might have as early as possible an opportu- 
nity of returning to their duty, as it may be 
necessary that the fleet should speedily put to sea 
to meet the enemy of the country,’* — it was plain 
that they did not expect that the seamen ^were to 
return to their duty upon that promise, but that 
sprde other proceedings would immediately follow 
upon it. The first step, then, ought to have been 
a communication to the House; and such a vote 
as this, passed with unanimij^y, would have per- 
IjMtly satisfied them. He thought too highly of 
character of British seamen to imagine that 
this vote would not satisfy them ; and if it did 
not,^ he should think more degradingly of them 
than he di,d at present. This representation might 
have induced them to do what they ought not to 
have done ; but the right honourable gentleman 
ought to have {Prevented the possibility of such 
misrepresentation. He w?!,s. convinced, however, 
that iheans of conciliation w^d be more effec-. 
tual, if accompanied with a vote of censure on 
ministers for not coming to parliament sooner 
with some proposition on the subject. 

Tl^e Chancellor of the Exchequer said, it was a 
mistake to imagine^ that the proposition had been 
btonpit forward in consequence of recent oOcuiH^ 
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*rences. He had given notice on Thursday, that 
estimates were to be presented, and they were 
laid before tKe House on Friday ; and this was 
the earliest day that could have been appointed 
fbr taking them into consideration, 

Mr, Fox differed from his honourable friend 
with regard to the blame imputable to the Admi- 
ralty. Knopving, and valuing as he did, the 
private charp.cter of the First Lord of the Admi- 
ralty, he could not but wonder that a man, with 
feelings like his, could suffer a fortnight to pass 
without suggesting to his friends the necessity of 
haste. 

The resolution then passed nem, con, 

A cabinet council was held the same evening, 
after the parliamfent had broken up, at which it 
was resolved to send the resolution by express to 
Portsmouth. Much good was expected to result 
from the communication. It was argued, that the 
good sense and loyalty of the navy would hinejer 
them from persevering in a disorder which mtfst 
be fatal to the country. They had in the resolu- 
tion the solemn pledge of parliament for their 
security, and for their demands; every man in 
the kingdom would join them in resenting the 
violation of the term^ agreed upon^ if anything 
so wicked and absurd should be^attempted. They 
knew there neper was an instance of a solemn 
indemnity being disregarded ; nor ought they to be 
led away from a just confidence in the king’s word* 

But the sailors were not made of flexible mate- 
rials ; the quarrel with the officers had passed all 
bounds of moderation; of the increase to their 
pay, and of a change in-system, they enteitained 
Pu doubt, bec^se they were always in a ObndU 
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tion to stir up reminiscences of the past, if the 
Lords of the Admiralty should be foolish enough 
to trifle with 'them. Although the ostensible 
reason and moving cause for the renewal of the 
mutiny was the delay in carrying out the Admi*- 
ralty recommendations, yet private pique against 
tho oflSicers had more to do with it than the 
sailors were willing to allow. Tli^^ resolution, 
however, was to be immejiiately followed up by 
an act of parliament, giving it the force of law. 
On Tuesday evening, Mr. Whitbread opened the 
attack upon government by demanding an expla- 
nation of their unwarrantable delay in bringing 
forward the bill, upon which they were that 
night summoned to deliberate. He also intimated 
his intention to move a vote of censure against 
Mr. Pitt, if the explanation should turn out to 
be, as*he anticipated, unsatisfactory in its nature. 
When this prelude to a more serious question had 
^en finish^, the bill for granting tho difierent 
ffl^wances, promised to the seamen, passed both 
Houses with great haste ; and a commission hav- 
ing been appointed by the Jsing for giving it the 
royal assent, it became the law of the land, and 
was sent oflF to Portsmouth the same night. 

The following is the debate both in the Lords 
and Commons. 

. House of Lords, Tueiday^ May 9, 1797. 

In consequence of a message received from the 
House of Commons by Mr. Pybus, requesting 
their lordships to sit a little longer, they waited 
till the bill was brought up for granting ^an addi- 
tional%llo^ance to the seamen on board bis 
jesty*s fleet. The bill was read a first time vvitbt? 
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out opposition. On the motion that it be^iread a 
second time, 

Lord Suffolk said, he conceived this to be the 
stage of the bill, on which it was proper for him 
to put the question to the noble secretary of state, 
which he had come down for the purpose of ask- 
ing, with an anxiety bordering on distress. He 
wished, in the first place, 4o know why the bill 
now before the House was not brought in a fort- 
night ago, and what were the causes of the delay 
whicli had taken place ? 

Earl Strange (the Duke of Athol), thinking 
that incalculable mischief might be the conse- 
quence of any discussion 1;akiug place upon a sub- 
ject of so great delicacy, rose for the purpose of 
deprecating such a discussion, and of expressing 
a wish that the bill should go through its several 
stages, without any observationsbelng madeuponit. 

'"Lord Grenville declared that there was no 
species of invective, however bitter, and no 
clamation, however irritating, which should piW^ 
voke him to depart from the duty which he owed 
to the public, by entering into a discussion which 
would highly injure the best interests of the 
country. He little expected to have heard of 
different sides of the House on this night \ differ- 
ent sides of tlie House on such a question ! On 
such an occasion it was the duty of their lordships 
to act with unanimity, and to forget alf questions 
of inferior mom'etit ; under a firm convictioh that 
the present difl&culttes under which they laboured 
Were entirely owing to a scandalous misrepresenta^ 
tiOtt of what passed in thht House, on a former 
evening, he should not,^ on the present evening, 
give a Second opportunity for the same oaiise, to 
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producjp, perhaps, still more calamitous effects. 
He should, therefore, sit down with an expression 
of thank? to the noble earl (Strange), for the 
judicious and manly way in which he had ex- 
pressed his sentiments upon the subject. 

The Duke of Bedford said, he rose for the 
purpose not of introducing discussion upon the 
subject of the bill now before the House, but of 
resisting the doctrine that their lordships were 
bound to sanction whatever his Majesty’s minisk 
ters thought proper to propose. He was not 
surprised, however, that discussion and explana- 
tion were equally obnoxious to his Majesty’s 
ministers; for secrecy alone could screen J^eir 
conduct from censure, and their characters from 
infamy. Wh€n. any light was thrown upon their 
actions, served only to convict them of odious 
treachery, or the most shameful incapacity. 

LordBawdon said, that the question put by 
his noble friend (Lord Suffolk), did not invito 
my discussion upon tho subject of the bill now 
before tho House. His noble friend did not ob- 
ject to the bill, he only wished to know the cause 
of the delay which had taken place in bringing it 
in. There was one consequence of a serious na- 
ttire to be^xpected from the silence of the noble 
secretary, if it was persevered.in;. namely, that 
the delay would naturally be ascribed to official 
neglect; U circumstance which certainly would 
not tend much to conciliate the seamen, at least, 
to those who administexpd his Majesty’s govern- 
ment. The explanation desired went oi)^y to one 
simple point, and it 'was idle and childish' to 
evade it ; viz., why the measure now atlopted was 
not naken with greater expedition? 
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Tlie Duke of Grafton said, that he did not ask 
too much, when he asked a confession from their 
lordships, that the present was one of the greatest 
calamities with which the country was ever af- 
flicted, and that it arose chiefly from procrastina- 
tion. If, then, these positions were founded in rec- 
titude, would any of his Majesty's ministers be 
hardy enough to say that country ought not 
to be informed of the causes of that procrastina- 
tion ? When they were putting off the definitive 
settlement of the business from day to day, did 
they recollect the promise of the First Lord 
of the Admiralty, to pledge his Majesty's royal 
wo^ that the measure should be carried 
int *effect ? Had he been First Lord of the 
Admiralty, he would not have been an hour from 
tiie elbow of the minister, till he had got his 
promise carried into execution ; and the minister, 
on his part, ought to have reeollected, that his 
Majesty's most gracious order called upon him to 
take the speediest steps for giving it effect. 

The Lord Chancellor contended, that those who 
were fox entering into discussion at the present 
moment, partook, in some degree, of the crimina- 
lity imputed to those who were sajd to be the 
authors of the delay. He appealed to the feelings 
of their lordships to consider, whilst they were 
debating in that House, what might be at pre- 
sent the situation of the fleet ; to consider that 
while they^ were entering upon topics, which 
might be agitated at a future day, and asking 
questions which might as well be answered to** 
morrow, the delj^r which was thereby occasioned 
to the pas«^^ of the biU might be putting in 
peril the lives of the^beet and mavest men in the 
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country. It was like stopping to inquire how a 
firfe was kindled, before they employed the engines 
to extinguish it. The discussion of the subject 
was unavoidable ; he only asked a flag of truce for 
one night, 4nd their lordships* assent to the bill, 
that it might be passed, and sent off to Ports- 
mouth immediately. 

House of Commons, Tuesday ifeTay 9, 1797. 

Mr, Whitbread said, that in consequence of 
what had passed last night, considering the 
impressions on men's minds relative to the disturb- 
ances at Portsmouth, he now rose, not to enter 
into the causes of that liffair, but to pressApon 
tho Chancellor of the Exchequer a question wich 
had bee^i distinctly proposed to him, by two gf 
his honourable friends last night, and to which 
no answer was made. He begged, therefore, to 
ask, why the proposition moved last night, was^ 
not brought forward on an earlier day ? Had this 
been done, the disastrous consequences which had 
taken place might have’ been prevented. Unless 
a satisfactory explanation was given of a delay so 
fatal in its consequences, and for which the Bight 
Honourable Gentleman was responsible to the 
House and to the country, it was his intention to 
move a (flrect vote of censure against the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, for gtoss neglect of duty, 
in not submitting the subject sooner to the 
House. 

!Fhe Qkancellor cf the Bm^cheguer* (Mr. Pitt) 
said, that he was responsible for what he had 
do^ in his official cajjacity ; apd whenever that 
Vole of censure waS prc|>osed> it wemM be time to 
state ta the House the ciicuffistanees upon whioh 
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he should bo ready to rest his justification. As 
to the question proposed by the honourable gen- 
tleman, undoubtedly, both miscondeption and mis- 
representation, of which a great share had most 
probably taken place, had arisen from the sense 
of the House not having been taken upon the 
subject ; and even judging from what had hap- 
pened, of the influence which this circumstance 
had produced, no^man dould lament more than he 
did^ that any delay had intervened. But it was 
a great mistake to imagine, that no steps had 
been taken to forward the business, and to pre- 
pare it for being submitted to the llouse. Upon 
the 26 th of April, the memorial of the Lords of 
the ^Ldmiralty, agreeably to the usual forms, had 
been referred to a committee of the council. That 
committee made their report, which was sub- 
mitted to his Majesty. All these forms, which 
the regular conduct of the business required, ne- 
cessarily consumed some time. After the appro- 
bation of the king was given, estimajes were 
ordered to be prepared to be laid before the House. 
Meanwhile, too, the subject had been repeatedly 
before the parliament, not for the purpose of an 
express vote, but in a way that showed the busi- 
ness to be in train. He had expressly stated that 
there would be a communication on thts subject, 
to enable the House to come to a vote, consist- 
ently with the usual forms. As early as the d^ 
on which the general state of the ways and means 
of the epuntry was laid before the House, he had 
distinctly stated, that the provision tKen to be 
made, was independei^t of any additional allow- 
ance. Thus^ upon many^casions, such steps had 
been taheu as could lea^ no doubt whatever of 
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the intention of the executive government to 
submit the subject to parliantfent, as soon as the 
regular prclimihary forms were observed. Qer- 
tainly*, 'Ull that speed had not been employed, 
which, if any danger of misconception had been 
apprehended, might have been used, and which 
was to be lamented, if that delay had given room 
for the misrepresentations which had taken place, 
and the consequences which had ensued. Such 
was the candid explanation of the delay which 
had taken place ; and having given it to the House, 
he left it to the honourable gentleman to bring 
forward his motion whenever he thought proper. 
It would be observed, that there was part of what 
was meant to be granted, which not, being usually 
stated on estimate, was not comprehended in the 
vote, but which would be included in the act. 
Waiving for the present, then, any discussion 
which was personal to himself, he hoped the 
House would see the propriety of immediately 
coming to the subject to which he alluded, 

Mr. Pox said, that after tj[ie explanation which 
the right honourable gentleman had just given, he 
could not help saying that thenlelay complained of 
was an intolerable and fatal neglect of duty. In 
his opinion, ministers were guilty, not only judg- 
ing that delay after the fact, but before the fact. 
The history of the transaction ^was, that in Easter 
week, complaints had existed in the fleet, meetings 
of delegates had taken pla(^, and various other 
circumstances happened. A letter waSir written 
from the Admiralty upon the subject of these 
complaints, which stamped upon itv a charaater 
of incapacity the most |^grant, or want of talents 
for acting ujfon a greav and difficult orisis unw- 



SPITHBAD* AND THE NORB. 83 

auipled in the amial8 pf any administration. This 
letter not hlr^ring* produced any effect, a second 
had been sent, with which the seamen were said to 
be satisffed, and on which they were to ft turn to 
their duty. This transaction had taken place on 
Sunday morning, the 23d of i^pril. Under all the 
circumstances with which this affair was accom- 
panied, he would submit to any impartial mind, 
whether this wete an occasion for tardy forms grnd 
official delays. What was the duty of ministers 
upon this occasion ? Was it not their duty, after 
they had recognised the delegates with whom they 
treated ; after they had made a promise, to have 
lost no time in completing tlft transaction ? Yet in 
stating the rapidity with which they had acted in 
pursuance of the usual fonus, it appeared that 
the first date of any*step was the 26th of April, 
three days after the agreement had been made. 
Was not this a matter upon which the utmost 
despatch ought to have been used ? Delays till the 
opinion of council wa"^ taken ! Good God! after a 
pardon had been proclaimed for what had passed, 
when the active part of the council were the m«n 
who had agreed to the transaction to be consi- 
dered, and who were bound to carry it into effect, 
could there be any doubt of the opinion of the 
council ? was any delay necessary till it was pro- 
nounced ? But even the oMer of council to which 
these tedious st6ps and formal proceedings were 
to lead appeared on the 3d of May, a\id five^days 
elapsed ^before the subject was submitted to the 
House. Estimates, forsooth, were to be prepared I 
as if the minister oould not guess ivhat was to be 
the nature of* the order o| council, and could not 
therefol% give orders for estimates fS 
q2 
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If this country be doomed to ruin, was ever coun- 
try ruined by incapacity so gross, by misconduct 
so unparalleled? Was this a time to adhere to 
petty fdflfmalifcies, to procrastinate for the produc- 
tion of an estimate ? The right honourable gentle- 
man said, he had it in contemplation to bring for- 
ward the subject ; he had alluded to it in his 
speech upon the budget. But how wore the^sea- 
men to judge or to know his intentions? how 
w&e they to know that he was bound to bring 
forward the subject ? Such was the elusory cha- 
racter of the right honourable gentleman s lan- 
guage, that it was often difficult even for the 
House to know by ’vJhat he was to be held, and to 
what extent he was bound. But consider the 
nature of the transaction, and the circumstances 
with which it was aocompaflied, and let any man 
say it was necessary for the right honourable gen- 
tleman tOv suspend the business to give his clerks 
time to make out an estimate. After the fact, the 
right honourable gentlemali regrets its conse- 
quences ; there were not many of his acts which, 
at one time or other, the right honourable gentle- 
man would not have reason to repent: A conduct, 
however, to which was owing the loss of the inno- 
cent lives of men, whoever they were, who had 
fallen, whether high or low, men to whom the 
country was highly ihdebied, ought not to be 
passed over unnoticed by the House, To oppose 
anyjneasure which tended to expedite the final 
completion of the transaction, however, was by no 
means his intention, 

Mr, Sheridan said, he wast confident that not 
a doubt remained in the mind of ^auy gentieman 
in tbejHotiSBy of the shapaeful mkcofiduet of 
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' his Majesty's ministers. Nor had he any doubt 
but that they all felt regret at what had hap- 
pened, and indignation at those who weVe^the 
cause of it, as well as contempt for their inca- 
pacity, He should himsdlf, if his honourable 
friend had not given notice of it, liave brought 
forward an immediate censure upon the king's 
ministers for having delayed this measure ; but 
that he wished that nothing should now stand in 
the way of passing the Bill. The reason which 
the minister offered as an apology for the delay 
that had taken place, was not to be endured under 
the circumstances of the tim& The minister now 
pretended to say that he waffed for an estimate of 
the e;{j;pense which will attend this measure. Did 
he really believe that the public were to be so in- 
sulted ? lie could have brought this estimate down 
to the House at the very hour after the king's pro- 
clamation issued. This was such shameful neglect 
that he trusted the House would feel it, as he was 
sure the public felt it, with abhorrence. The minis- 
ter was absolutely without excuse for the delay 
that had taken place. He knew that the sailors 
were dissatisfied. He now came forward with his 
unavailing regret that any disturbances had hap- 
pened. He pretended that they arose from mis- 
understanding. Could there be any wonder at 
tha^^hnisunderstanding ? Had the sailors not* a 
promise from the Admiralty ; and was not that 
promise afterwards treated with apparent indifr 
forence by the king's ministers ? Did they not 
delay the measure which could alone give jt sanc- 
tion? Had tl)py therefore no reason for doubting 
tho sincerity of the minister ? It was true indeed 
that in 'most oases where mbney wS,a to be called 
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from the peoplo, the Minister’s promise was 
precisely the same thing as a vote of the House 
of Commons, at least there was reason for think-^ 
ing so from former facts ; but it was not won- 
derful that the sailors thought otherwise, for they 
judged more «of what Parliament ought to be 
than what it really was by its modern practice ; 
and therefore, unless the Minister had lost his 
very superior intellects, it was impossible for him 
not to foresee the consequences that followed. He 
could not but foresee that, when the order was 
given for the fleet to weigh anchor, jealousy 
would remain among^be sailors, and therefore he 
was to all intents anl^urposes answerable for the 
consequences that ensued. Be the claims ^ the 
sailors what they may, what was now proposed to 
be granted to them was nothing more than justice. 
At the same time that he said this, he must not 
omit to state distinctly his decided disapprobation 
of the mode in which these demands were insisted 
upon. It was unfair and inconsistent with the 
brave, generous, and open character of British 
seamen $ nor had he a doubt there had been a 
foul interference with them, and means of the 
basest nature used to induce them to take the 
steps which they had taken. If men were op- 
pressed, they ought to be relieved by their country. 
But, however just their coinplaints were, #iey 
ought to complain in a regular way. If there were 
amoing them, 4s he believed there were, any who 
advised the sailors to put their country into such 
peril as it stood in*at this moment, for the iqisre 
purpos^ of having their objects carried, such men 
were the most base of traitors* suspected 
there were persons of^bis description, and the evil 
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was of the most alarming kind, when the enemy 
were actually preparing in the most formidable 
manner against us. He thought that listening to 
the suggestions of such foes to this country would 
never have been' the fault of the brave British 
seamen. He thought that the jailors had such a 
distrust in the promises of the executive govern- 
ment, and perhaps they might not have sufficient 
faith in the pledge of that House. Thejj had evi- 
dently shown they had no faith in those who had 
hitherto negotiated wi^Ji them, if accounts^ere 
true, as he was afraid they were ; for it appeared 
by them that when the town was lulled yesterday 
into a sanguine hope that the disturbances were 
over, and that the London had sailed down to 
St. Helen 8, and that Admiral Colpuys was gone 
with her, the delegates went on shore tp view the 
dead bodies of those who fell in the scuffle. If 
this be true, as he feared it was, he would ask 
what was to be done with the fleet? What 
measure was to be taken ? Had any been taken 
to prevent future mischief? Anything to prevent 
the most horrid of all calamities ? He believed 
none. This was a signal instance, and a fresh 
one, of the deplorable incapacity of the present 
ministens in *thia critical conjuncture. ~ By their 
criminal and murderous delay had they brought 
on this dr6a<^l evil. It was at their door should 
be laid the blood that had been shed on this 
dreadful occasion^ And yet, all this, the 
right honourable gentleman came to the house 
and asked fot confidence, as if nothing were the 
matter. He ^ve no answer to any question pnt 
to him, but a^ired the House to pass the whede 
matter by in sflence. * He said, he really did not 
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■wish to give way to his feelings, and therefore he 
should endeavour to restrain himself. What would 
be the eiBfect, if the House followed the example 
set before them by the Minister ? A sullen silence 
■was to be observed. What would the infereiice be 
which the sailor% would draw from this ? Why 
that the Parliament had passed this measure un- 
willingly, because an advantage had been taken of 
it, and in which they were not sincere, and which, 
they would therefore abandon as soon as they had 
an o^ortunity of doing He hoped therefore 
that it would be expressed, as the general senti- 
ment of the House, that they did give and grant 
this as the real right of the British navy ; but if 
it were given in that sullen silent manner which 
the Minister proposed, it would not be giving to 
the sailors the security they desire. It was a 
curious thing to see the Minister, whose negligence 
brought on this evil, holding in his own hand the 
nelm Of the vessel*, which, by his piloting, had been 
steering among the rocks, and telling the sailors, 
“ Hold your tongues, let not a word be spoken ; 
I will bring you safe through all your dangers, and 
as a proof that I will do so, I am* the person who 
brought you into them.” His own incapacity was 
the ground on which he called for future confix 
dehce. He thought therefore thab if the other 
House was sitting, that the House ^f ^Commons 
ought to send it a message, to desire their imme- 
diate concurr^ce to the appointment of a com- 
mitted, consisting of a small number of the mem- 
bers of each House. It could not tii^ a question 
upon which any party feelings could operate ; on 
this question there could be but one feeling ^ he 
should therefore propose that a joint committee 
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be appointed — ^to have power to send for persons 
and papers, to sit from time to time, and to ad- 
journ from place to place as occasion might 
require, and there could be no difficulty as to the 
spot tSrhere they ought to be, and that they should 
proceed without^ any adjouri^ent above eight 
hours from time to time, and ^mmence without 
delay. He felt that this was the only measure by 
which we could e;stricate ourselves from this 
horrid calamity. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer should now 
move, That this message be sent to the Lords, 
that their lordships bo desired sit for some time 
longer. 

The question was then put for a message to the 
Lords, to desire them to continue sitting for some 
time, upon the suggestion of the Speaker, and 
passed. 

Mr Pybus having taken the message, and rer. 
turned with the acquiescence of their lordships, 

TJm Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved, 
That a bill be brought up on the resolution of 
yesterday, for the additional allowance to the 
seamen, &d, ; which being granted, the bill was 
brought in immediately, 'and passed through all 
its stages, and carried to the l^rds. The House 
sat until the message came to announce that the 
royaf assent was to be given to it by commission. 
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CHAPTEE IV. 

In consequence of the explanation given by the 
government having proved unsatisfactory to the 
opposition, Mr. Wnitbread, on Wednesday even- 
ing, May 11, brought forward his motion of cen- 
sure against Mr. Pitt. It is quite clear that the 
silence, under cover of which the minister, by pass- 
ing his money vote,* attempted to convince the 
fleet of the country's good faith towards them, 
Was of a suspicious nature, and might be fairly 
j^med to a party purpose, as offering a weak point 
Wr carrying on a smart attack against the admi* 
nistration. The question was, whether unneces- 
sary delay had taken place, or, if not, whether the 
ordinary despatch had been used for effecting the 
arrangements proposed by the Adttimalty, and 
sanctioned by the king ; and again, supposing the 
regular official routine had been observed, ^whether 
blame did not attach to the minister for omitting 
to press forward measures with extraordmary 
hatte, iu matters of suchi^vital importance to the 
safetjr of the state. Upon this position of the 
questimi hangs all the interest of the^bate. 

Mr. Yorhe^ House now to be prettr 

full, aud the usual hour of beginning public busi^ 
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ness aJ)proaching, rose for the purpose of conjuring 
the honourable gentleman opposite to him, to post- 
pone the discussion of the transactions which had 
lately taken place on board the fleet. The motion 
of which an honourable gentleman (Mr. JVhit- 
bread) had given notice yestgrday, could lose 
nothing of its weight by being dela;^ fot some 
time, and the country had already^uffered so 
much from untimely discussion, that he thought 
the House should t>e extremely cautious how they 
entertained'^ a debate upon topics so delicate in 
their nature, and critical in their consequences. 
The country he pronounced to be in danger ; and 
he called upon the House to endeavour to save it. 
In the present critical moment, therefore, he again 
conjured the honourable gentleman (Mr. Whit^ 
bread) to put ofP his motion till a future day, 
since by bringing it on he could do no good, and 
might do much harm. 

Mr* Whitbread* In proportion a^the crisis ii 
awful beyond example, and the calamities with 
which the^ country is threatened, are alarming to 
an unheai?d^of extent, it is impossible fpr ine not 
feel on the^present occasion an uncommon degree 
pam and embarrassment. Beforp the solemn 
appeal and adjuration which the honourable gen- 
tleman, for whom personally I have a great re- 
spect, addredsed to this side of the house, and in 
particuUr. to me, I experienced these sensations, 
and they must now be considerably increased, 
when I f ind it impossible, consistently with the 
duty I o^ftto my country,* not to proceed in 
bringing oCThe tnotion of which I have given 
notice, m deference to him or any class of tam 
with whom I may differ in opinion* It is delay 
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find procrastination which has brought us into the 
dreadful and calamitous situation in which we are 
now unfortunately placed; and there is nothing 
which I regret more, than not having moved a 
vote o£, censure upon the minister, on that day on 
which the estimates were taken into consideration, 
for his e35|||pme and culpable negligence, in not 
having carried the measures proposed into effect 
with greater celerity. I regrob, I say, that on 
that day a vote of censure was not passed upon 
his conduct, which might have accorrtpanied the 
other vote to Portsmouth, for the purpose of con- 
vincing the sailors that the House of Commons 
had not been a party in that delay, to which all 
the subsequent calamities are to be attributed. 
That they have arisen solely from that cause is a 
proposition which, I think, I shall be able to sub- 
stantiate from authentic documents ; and if I am 
able to make good this proposition, if the House 
of Commons^ do not pass a vote of censure upon 
the author of J;hat delay, we shall as grossly neg- 
lect our duty, as he has neglected \im I know 
there are those, perhaps a majority of this House, 
who differ with me respecting the origin Qf the 
recent insubordination of the fleet, and who will 
be ready to attribute any future mischief which 
may ensue, which God avert! to the discussion 
which I am now bringing before the House ; but, 
however much I may wish to stand high" in these 
gentlemen's opinions, I have a still stronger desire 
to stand high in my^own. Prom t^j^yhich my 
duty therefore calls *me to encounter jBpall not be 
deterred by the fear of any animad^raion^bioh 
may be passed upon my conduct. 

Having said ttiis much by way of preface and 
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apology, I proceed to a summary investigation of 
the ground of debate, in which I think I shall 
hav| no difficulty in being able to prove, to the 
satisfaction of the House, that the first minister of 
the country dias been highly criminal in suffering 
the delay, which took place between the conces- 
sions which were made by the Lords (^the Admi- 
ralty to the *seamen and the ratification of these 
concessions by Parliament; and in this view of 
the subject the House will naturally perceive that 
the motion" which I have to propose to them is 
nothing less than a direct censure upon that right 
honourable gentleman. If I am ashed, upon 
what grounds I ascribe the mischiefs which have 
arisen from this delay ? I refer the House to the 
speech of the right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Pitt) ; in which, unsatisfactory as it was, he 
admitted that the delay had been an unfortunate 
circumstance, and that had he foreseen the events 
which have happened, he might ha|| acted with 
greater despatch and expedition. “>5^8 it not an 
express article of the compact formed between the 
Lords of the Admiralty and the Seamen, that the 
conditions upon which they stipulated were to be 
ratified by Parliament ? Was it not promised by 
the Lords of -the Adnfiralty that they should 
recommend the concessions which they had made, 
as far as they had power to make them, to Par- 
liament for its sanction ? In consequence of this 
stipulation and this promise, what were the seamen 
naturally expect ? certainly that an imme- 
diate mesHP would be sent by his Majesty to 
his tvro of Parliament recommending 

subject to their consideration* But was anf^ 
message sent ? No * nor has there been one to 
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this day. This would have been the natural mode, 
one would have thought, that ministers would 
have adopted to carry the measures for which 
they were pledged into effect. But let us see how 
they actually did proceed. Fronk« the public 
papers, which of course are authentic, I find that 
the ratific^^tion of the articles of their stipulation 
with the Lords of the Admiralty b^ Parliament 
was required by the seamen, before they were 
ordered to go to sea. This stipulation was con- 
cluded on the 23rd of April. On the 26th it was 
lafd before the Privy Council, and was not ratified 
by his Mijjesty till the 3rd of May. And not even 
then a message was brought down to Parliament," 
the estimate not having been delayed laid before 
them tiU Thursday last. It was not indeed laid 
before them even then, but there being no House 
on Thursday, he gave the minister credit for having 
them ready on that day, if the House had transacted 
business. M this then was the case, was it not 
the least tnm^ which that minister could do, that 
minister who by bis unaccountable and criminal 
negligence had brought those numerous and aggra- 
vated calamities upon the country which^ every 
man « so much deplored, and which might be 
attended with consequefices still more fatal than 
any one was aware ; ought he not to acknowledge 
his error, and to beg pardon of the House and of 
the country; and ought^not the House of Com- 
mons, whose business it was to watch ever the 
conduct of ministers, and to ^he safety 

of the empire^ to impose a censure^Sni him who 
by his gross inchpaoity had bronglir^e state into 
this strange and unprecedented dilemma? I have 
stated that the seamen stipulated for a Parlia- 
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mentary ratification of the concessions made to 
them by the Lords of the Admiralty ; this ratifi- 
cation being delayed, and mischief ensuing, I am 
entitled to presume that the mischief was the con- 
sequence of the delay. I know that it has been 
attributed to a different cause ; that it is said to 
have%riscn from misrepresentation of wh^-t passed 
in another place (the House of Peers) ; jJjut even 
supposing that this was the real and sole cause of 
the calamities by which we have been afflicted, 
would not that misrepresentation have been pre- 
vented by an earlier communication upon the sub- 
ject to Parliament ? This account of the matter is 
only vatying the light in which it is viewed ; the 
source of the evil remains the same. I am happy 
to be mformed by the news of this day» that in 
Gonseqwnce of intelligence reaching Portsmouth of 
the vote which has been passed by this House, 
matters immediately assumed a more favourable 
aspect ; and that, though the intellig^ce was pre- 
vented, by the unfavourable state of toe weather, 
from being known through the whole of the fleet, 
the crews of those ships who were made acquainted 
with it immediately returned to their duly. If it 
required any^ additional proof, this is another cir* 
cumstance which 1 am entitled to claim in aid of 
my position, that the whole of the mischief has 
proceeded from the delay of his Majesty’s minis- 
ters in drying their 'promises into executioir. 
For, if the effect produced by the resolution of the 
House of Cflgnmons is to restore tranquillity, what 
could be tl^wapse of the mutiny l^t the disap^ 
pointm^t ^sing from that resolution not being 
pasted at an earlier period ? Indeed, the prOo& 
arO so clear^ and the circumstances which 1 have 
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enumerated so conclusive, that I find « it quite 
unnecess^y to add anything further upon the 
subject* An inquiry into the origin* and whole 
dourse of the transactions must be instituted at a 
future period ; and I trust that if it shall be found 
that any part of them were owing to the miscon- 
duct of any member or members of the present 
administration, that they will be brought to that 
condign punishment which they so justly deserve. 
I ihay perhaps be taxed with warmth, and it may 
be that I have been excited to a greater degree of 
heat than is becoming in one preferring an accu- 
sation; but I cannot help feeling some degree 
of indignation, when I find that to all fhe otlier* 
instances of wretched incapacity, of wasteful profu- 
sion, land of a dereliction of every honourable and 
worthy principle, by which their admimstration 
has been marked, they have added this new cala- 
mity, of magnitude unascertained and consequences 
incdculabki, I shall conclude with moving the 
following resolution : — 

That the right honourable William Piib, in 
having so long delayed to* present the estimate of 
the sum necessary for defraying the expense of an* 
increase of pay, and also of the proposed issue of 
a full allowance of provisions to the seamen and 
marines of his Majesty’s navy, has been guilty of 
a gross breach of duty, and deserves the censure 
nf this House.” 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer (Mr. Pitt). 
Before entering more directly upon the topiqs 
invt)lved in the present question, 1 ^st not omit, 
on setting out, to state how the question stands 
in point of form. If any blame attaches Jp the 
conduct of government in the course of the trans^ 
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actions which have been alluded to, I desire to he 
understood as not wishing to transfer the blame 
from myself, or even to divide 'it with another. 
But I owe it to the House to remark, that it was 
not my duty either to prepare or to present the 
estimates, and that I neither prepared nor pre- 
sented them ; that if was no part ©f my duty to 
direst the preparation ; and that, in short, there 
is not one branch in the whole department of 
finance which falls so little within my province as 
that to which these estimates refer. The motion, 
therefore, in the first place was wrongly wooded : 
hut I beg again not to be misunderstood, as 
wishing to cover myself uhder this statement 
from censure. On the contrary, if the honourable 
gentleman mea^s to impute blame to the authors 
of the delay which has taken place, and to which 
he ascribes the recent mischiefs which have unfor- 
tunately befallen us, I am willing, personally, to 
mcet^ihe accusation, considering myself as respon- 
sible for every measure, not only connected with 
finan#, but with the general safety of the country. 
I do not, however, find it necessary to trouble the 
House much at* length upon the other points 
connected with the question, because they lie 
within a short compass ; besides that the facts are 
already known to the House. The fair statement of 
the question is shortly this; whether th^^ecutive 
government were in possession of ground sufficient 
to enable them to infer that the delay which took 
pl$tce would be accompanied with danger to » the 
country. Thujifacts were these ; on the 24tb, not 
on the April, as was^stated by the honour^*^ 
able g^nl^emaUj we •heard that the seamen on 
bo^ the fleet had returned to their duty. On 
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the 26th, after the intervention of a day, a ipemo- 
rial was presented to the privy council, containing 
the concessions which were proposed to be granted 
to the seamen. A committee was appointed to 
inquire into the subject of the memorial, and their 
report was delivered at the next ordinary council, 
which was held on the 3rd Slay, when these con- 
cessions were confirmed by his Slajesty. Notice 
was given on Wednesday last that the estimate 
would be laid before the House on Thursday, but 
the House not meeting on that day they ^ were 
presented on Friday, and ordered to be taken into 
consideration on the Monday following. CertMnly 
at the time that the concessions were granted by 
the Lords of the Admiralty, — at the time that 
the memorial was delivered to the^rivy council, — 
at the time that the report was made, — at the time 
the concessions were confirmed by his Majesty, — 
at the time that the estimates were presented,— 
and at the time thqy were taken into consideration, 
there Was unquestionable evidence that the ex.- 
ecuthre government did mean to com plot#* their 
engagements. I never have heard the sincerity of 
ministers called in question; and indeed there 
could be no ground for such a suspicion, for when 
the estimates were presented, the mutiny which 
had latterly taken place had not then begun. The 
honourahlS gentleman imputes this mischief prin- 
cipally to delay, and he is willing to alld^ even that 
misrepresentation had some share in producing 
it, while he charges the misrepi'esentation upon 
the delay. But may not those wh^ are averse to 
discussion fairly retort, that if there had been HO 
discussion there would have been no misrep^^^ 
sentation ? ^t least there would ht^^e ^been ^Ho 
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misrepresentation of a declaration which was 
made in anotlier place, and which was most scan- 
dalously perverted for the worst of purposes. 
This, however, is not the only species of mis- 
representation of which I have to complain ; 
the acts, as well as the language of the executive 
government, have been misrepresented by those 
who are in the habit of opposing ministers; and to 
this species of misrepresentation I, in part, ascribe 
the mischiefs which have arisen. 1 am ashamed 
to syndicate the sincerity of ministers against 
these imputations. It was equally their duty and 
theil^ interest to be sincerp, and there wer6 no 
symptoms of duplicity in their conduct through 
the whole coi^e of the transaction. They not 
only recommelled it to his Jtfajesty to pledge his 
word for what they had provisionally promised, 
but they sent notice of the measure which was in 
agitation to branches of the fleet which were not 
under the command of Lord ’ Bridport. Under 
these circumstances, it is for the House to decide 
whether guilt is imputable to his Majestyb mi- 
nisters. 'As to the present circilmstances of th^ 
fleet, I am happy in being able to inform the 
House that, in consequence of the vote of Monday 
last being "hommunicated to tlie fleet, the seamen 
have shown an inclination to return to their duty, 
and that there is something more than' a dawn of 
hope that order and tranquillity will be soon 
restored* I am sorry that the state of the weather, 
which has rendered it impossible to hold frequent 
communication* with the fleet, puts it out of my 
power to speak with greater confidence upon this 
subject, J. have* only to ‘Vec^iest^hat, by enjier- 
taining improper discussions, the House not 



100 THE MUTINY AT 

be SO wanting to themselves as again to cloud 
that prospect which has already opened, in con- 
sequence**^ of the wise and prudent measures which 
they have adopted. 

Mr, Whitbread proposed to amend his motion 
by the introduction^ of the words “ his majesty’s 
ministers," instead of the words the Right 
Honourable Williaiq Pitt” 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer being desired 
by the Speaker to withdraw, agreeably to the 
forms of the TloUSe, 

The question was put upon the motion >snt 
originally stood, which was negatived. 

Mr. Fox proposed,* as another amendment to 
the motion, that, instead of the words in pre- 
senting,” be substituted in pre^jjlting, or caus- 
ing \o be presented.^ 

The motion thus amended being put, 
ilr. Fox spoke to the following effect 
I never in my* life was more convinced of tho 
propriety of a motfon than I am of that which is 
now Jpefore you ; and of the expediency of parsing 
it now I am as well convinced. With regard to 
the propriety of this, I wish those who oppose it 
would state as specifically the mischief which it 
wi^l do : hitherto they have only talkted of that 
mischief in general terms. I say generally also, 
that "public discussion is the best security for 
public welfare, and the best security foithe safety 
of every good government. That energy Vhich is 
to He had from secrecy, which some persons are 
so fond of, stands upon the authority of , but a 
few, and they have neither been the wisest nor the 
best ; but thejfiare ^hose whp, from age to age, 
haVe endeavoured to enslave manl^ind ; and they 
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have been controverted by tne wisest and the best 
in all ages, as appears by the best histories of this 
world, I say this generally. But to come to the 
immediate subject which is now before us, and to 
apply these general principles to th8 facts that 
have appeared. When this 'mutiny first broke 
out, was the subject debated in this House ? No. 
It was passed by in silence ;%nd those gentlemen, 
who are so enamoured of secrecy, had the com- 
plete advantage of it, as much so as could have 
been^ desired by any favourite, absolute govern- 
ment ; for however I may deplore, and however 
every man in this country may dcplorb, what hafe 
happened, and may have wished that better mea- 
sures had be^ adopted for the safety of the 
nation, yet stiu it must be allowed that ministers 
have had all the advantages of the secrecy, for 
which they are such advocates, as far as regards 
our proceedings. But there are now exhibited 
charges against me. I am now accused for not 
having at iirst stated the 3anger of whaPhas 
lately happened ; that I did not at first stdfte the 
danger of the delay, of which I now complain. 
Now that the money is actually voted, it is 
strange that I should complain of the danger. 1 
beg the House to consider this charge. H^d I at 
first stated, that I apprehended that would h|^ppen 
which has- actually happened, I ask this Hou^e 
whether ^ntlemen on the other side would not 
have said they believed, and would desire .this 
House and the public to believe, that that very 
prediction of mine had had a considerable share 
in causing the event ; that jbhe variety of state- 
ments of dangers in this House contributed to 
bring about. the evil? Mark the impregnable 
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defence of the minister ! here, if you state your ' 
opinion of the necessity of expeditious measures, 
and also the danger of delay, you are said, by 
your statement, to cause the mischief, which 
might hav^ been avoided' if you had remained 
silent. But having remained silent, you are tqld 
that you have no right to complain in conse- 
quence of what has Ifcappened ; for that you your- 
self did not foresee it, because you did not tell the 
minister anything of your apprehension of danger. 
If you do state your apprehension, you are the 
author of the mischief ; if you do not, it must be 
takeu for granted you yourself had no apprehen- 
sion of the danger. Let us now apgly to the 
facts. The news of the disQpntents in the fleet 
arrived in London on the Monday morning : I 
happened to arrive in the afternoon of the same 
day : uninformed as^ I then was, I thought that 
we should have before us the transaction with all 
possible speed : in answer to a question, I was 
toldllthat a ‘communication would be made with 
all possible speed. Should not I have been a 
caviller to have said more at that time ? In a 
few days I did* state, that it appeared to me to be 
important that some measure should be speedily 
discussed and adopted. 

yfhe whole of the question divides itself into 
two parts ; first, whether there was any cause 
for any extraordinary expedition in providing a 
remedy for the evil ? for if there was not, I admit 
that the whole of my honourable friend's motion 
falls at once. Ministers have contended this, and 
acted as if they thought there was no cause for 
extraordinary expedition ; in which tli^y differ,’ I 
believe, from every man in this House, and every 
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man in this country. I contend, that if, contrary 
to the specific facts, there had not happened any 
mischief, still delay was criminal, because it was 
highly probable .that delay would have occasioned 
mischief. They should have taken th§ moment of 
peace and tranquillity at Portsmoutli to satisfy 
the seamen. They must be ridiculously sanguine, 
if they expected that the seamen w’ero not likely 
to be alarmed at the delay which took place. It 
has been said, that w’o have not proved that the 
evil we complain of w^as owing exclusively to the 
delay of ministers. It is true, wo have no docu- 
ments to this effect ; but the fact is notorious. I 
ask, what is the cause of our being in a state of com- 
parative rejoicing this day, and why we have a dawn 
of hope among us ? Is it not to be attributed to 
the measures which have taken place inparliamcnt? 
Certainly it is. Why theii, I ask, if the case be 
so, is liot that a proof that the want of these 
measures was the cause of the evil ? This I state 
without entering into the question, whether the 
representations are true or false to any certain 
extent. Ministers say that the evils are owing to 
misrepresentations of what happened in another 
place. Here let tis pause. Take it for granted, 
for the sake of the argument, and for that only, 
that there have been gross miwepresentations, 
does any man belie^b there^ is a difficulty in find- 
ing out the remedy for such gross misrepresenta- 
tions ? il^xpedition on the parl^f ministers was 
the only remedy : had they done their duty, 
bringing forward the suit of parliament, the effects 
of misrepresentation would have been compara- 
tively iu^cent. It is supposed, that persons of 
grefit authority said, ill another place, they did 
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not know they should have any orders from his 
Majesty to xnako any communication ; — that we 
all know, in parliament, to be, correct in point of 
form, considering the place in which it was spoken, 
because it is in this House that the measure must 
originate; this is another , signal instance of the 
folly and ignorance of ministers, for they must 
know what effect this must liavo on the unin- 
formed. The ministeiC taHis of misrepresentation, 
and the effect of it ; was he ignorant of that effect? 
He who caused the Habeas Corpus Act to be 
suspended must surely be aware of the possibility 
of there being Jacobins, as he has called them, in 
this country, who would be ready to misrepresent 
his intentions; I think there are not in this 
country a -sufficient number of such persons ta 
make us shake in oni^, determination to adhere to 
our constitution;, but although I do not think 
there are enough to do that, yet I think there may 
be enough to distribute a hand-bill ; this he must 
know as well as any man ; then, I ask, was he 
not criminally guilty for neglecting 4o do that 
which would render vain all such attempts, by 
bringing forward an act of parliament without 
delay, which was the only efectual way to pre- 
sent the evil ? 

There is another view in which this important 
question may be considered, I am not going to 
give any opinion on the negotiation between the 
delegates of theflfet and the Admiralty, at Ports- 
fiiouth ; but that measure having taken place, it 
ought to be considered as a negotiation in which 
there were certain stipulations. No man can* be 
satisfied in a negotiation until the s%tilation 3 
of it are performed. Why then, I ask, was it 
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not essential for the pnlSic benefit, that this ne- 

f otiation should he made as short as possible? 

las that been done ? If you tell xme this was 
only a promise, and time must be taken to perform 
it,# and that the seamen ought to have been 
satisfied that it would be fulfilled ; I answer, that 
a promise is, in its nature, an incomplete act, and 
the longer you are in performing it, the more reason 
do you give for doubting your sincerity. Dolay, 
therefore, upon this occasion, considering all the 
circumstances, amounts to guilt on the part of 
the ministers. But it is said, ministers were 
sincere— I never doubted tt; I never thought of 
making any accusation against them that they did 
not intend to make good their promise t# the 
sailors ; what I complain of is, that they delayed 
the performance of that»*promise '“unnecessarily, in 
consequelice of which some of the best blood of 
the country has been spilt. ^Thi&n comes the 
general answer : Ministers cannot be guilty of 
any crime on this occasion ; what interest have 
they in being so?” — I know not what interest 
any man can have in guilt — I know not what 
interest any ministers can have in being bad 
ministers ; and yet Ve know that men have bee|i 
guilty, and that ministers have been bad ministers^ 
that they have appeared in this world, and 1 am 
afiraid will continue to appear, and unless there is 
some controlling power exercised over them, they 
will continue to do, as they have done, much 
mischief to mankind. I say that ministers have 
discovered an incapacity which renders theA 
quite unfit to manage the affairs of this country, 
and whicBf they will ruin unless Hhis Hdnse 
interposes its authority over t^em. Will any 
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gcntloman opposite to deny this? that ministers < 
have heaped uppn this country misfortune upon 
misfortune — that they have committed blunder 
upon**^blunder — and that they have very nearly 
accomplished the ruin of this country? Th§re 
are disasters and disgraces which, after 'a long 
succession, destroy the faculties of the human 
mind. I take that to be the case of the minister; / 
he is, to use , a vulgar exffression, “ beat blind.” 
That is now his only excuse, his only apology ; 
who but a man who had been so disgraced could 
have been blind to the consequences of the delay 
of which ho has been •‘guilty upon this occasion? 

I know I am accused of speaking with too much 
warmth on many subjects ; all I can say in answer 
to that charge is, that I feel for the situation of 
this country with warn^h, and I speak from 
feelings of which I think no man ought to be 
ashamed. Look at what has been done in point 
of fact in this bifsincss. I stated formerly, that 
on the 23rd of April a letter arrived from Ports- 
mouth, The minister states it to be the 24th, 
He states, that in one day the memorial was made 
to the Lords of'^ the Admiralty, and here the 
minister is correct literally rather than substan- 
Jiially, because tjie news was known early in the 
morning, so early, that a memorial might have 
been presented on the very day the news arrived ; 
but it appears that it was not pre|jBnted till the 
26th, and the order in council does not issue until 
the 3rd of May. Here is one day entirely lost in 
this stage of the proceeding — I mean the memq- 
rial. In short there is a delay of seven d^ys 
upon unnecessary points of form, which did not 
require the dela;^ of as many hours, no nor of as 
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many minntcs. The delay in all is full fourteen 
days ; and reflect on the circumstances that have 
happened, — nay, what every prudent* man saw 
w^as likely to happen ; and then, I ask you, 
whether you think that delay was criminal ? But 
it seems this was all matter of chance, for the 
fleet might ha^e sailed before the last disturbance 
took place, had it me^vith a fair wind. Suppose 
this bo granted, then T would ask, ought you not 
to provide against chances ? It was your duty to 
do so. — Had you done so, you might have con- 
verted into a blessing that interposition of Pro- 
vidence, which, under other circumstances, might 
have been considered as a disadvantage, by re- 
tarding the operations of your fleet. By this the 
evils would have been avoided, and the sailors 
would have been completely satisfied. But if 
they had sailed, what would have been your 
situation ? They would have sailed ‘without having 
been satisfied, and what would have been the efibet 
of insinuations to them against your sincerity in 
that situation I do not choose to conjecture. 

There is another point whiclx^makcs this matter 
distressing to rao. I do not know how far this 
business may be said, even now, to be settled. 
That is a circumstance also of which I cannot 
help complaining, because we have not a clear 
fair account of this transaction. We ought to 
know how the parties have come to an under- 
standing" upon this subject ; — wlfat has been 
granted of what was asked, and what denied 
or what relinquished. Let us remember that the 
pdblic have a. right to know those facts, because 
on them depends the question of our future 
security. The people have a right to insist that 
we should act with wisdom, which we shall not, 



108 


THE MUTINY AT 


unless we insist on seeing the real danger of our 
situation. We should therefore show our vigi- 
lance and*^ earnest desire to serve the public, by 
marking the conduct of ministers with our censpre. 
Good God ! look at the situation of this countl'y— 
I have been* accused of looking at that situation 
with a desponding eye. I can saj^ that, looking 
at, the situation of this Cj^ntry six months ago, 
with the very worst opini^ of ministers and the 
state of the nation, with much diffidence^s to the 
soundness of the constitution after what had been 
done to destroy it, I thought we were then in the 
pit of despondency^ I could hardly conceive that 
anything could be worse ; but is there a man now 
alive who does not think that was a state of 
prosperity compared with the present ? Is there 
a man who, buwever gloomy and despondent he 
might have been then, is not much more so now- ? 
^JjQok at the state of the country ! look at the 
Bank ! look at Ireland ! look at your last best 
hope, your national bulwark, and then reflect on 
your situation. To what is it owing ? — Is it not 
to this, — That tlj^ popular part of the consti- 
tution has been sacrificed to the executive ? — Is it 
not owing to the too successful endeavours of the 
servants of the crown* to change the popular 
branch, from vigilance and jealousy to supinencss 
and confidence in the monarchy? To prevail 
upon you to think or act, as if you thought that 
secrecy is better than publicity? Ttf prevail 
upon you to act, as if you ^thought, that the road 
that had conducted you to greatness, must be 
abandoned, and that you must now pursue anotbbr, 
which will inevitably conduct ypu to meanness ? 
That your course would have been so rapid in this 
new road, is what no man would have thought some 
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time ago, but you see such is the fact. If you thinlc 
that there was no fault in ministers, vote against 
the question. But if you think there has been 
an^unnecessary delay in this business, it is your 
duly, your country demands of you, to throw 
away any attachment you may have to ministers. 
If you do not,* the most sanguine hope of the most 
sanguine man in the kingdom cannot even flatter 
you that you can retrieve your own honour, 

Mr> J^ndas. The honourable gentleman who 
spoke last, in the conclusion of his speech, adjured 
the House to lay aside all partiality for individual 
men, all views of party interests ' in the decision 
they were to pronounce upon the present. I 
confess, however, that I think it would have been 
fair, if the right honourable gentleman had like- 
wise cautioned the House against being actuated 
by animosity or by rivalships ; if lie had ^desired 
them to lay aside every narrow view of seizing 
ever upon what they may consider as an error in 
those who conduct public affairs^ in order to avail 
tliemselves of it for the purpose of serving party 
designs. Had he done this while he grged the 
other, his caution would have been more com- 
plete and his conduct more impartial. Upon the 
subject of the transactions which have been the 
object of discussion, I feel as much ease as can be 
connected with the consciousness of blame. 
That the aflfmr has given me great concern is un- 
doubtedly^true. Not a day has passed since the 
events have taken pla^ in which I myself, and I 
dare answer for thos^ with whom I act also, felt not 
ih^ deepest anguish^and regret at ihe situation in 
whlcb matters stood, but ground for.remorse cer- 
tainly I had none. The right honourable gentle- 
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man, to the delay which has taken place, applied 
the epithet of extrjfiordinary ; but in this he 
quickly corrected himself, and changed it for un- 
necessary — extraordinary delay certainly t|iere 
was none. The despatch employed was as great 
as could be used, upon an occasion on which it 
was not thought necessary tS overleap all the 
ordinary forms of business. Whether there w^as 
any extraordinary delay is the question, and it is 
upon an impartial consideration of the situation 
in which the affair was thought to stand that I 
desire^ the judgment of the House. What has 
unfortunately since^ occurred is not to bo viewed 
as a proof that previously any circumstances 
existed to require extraordinary modes of pro- 
ceeding. The right honourable gentleman himself 
never hinted that he conceived it necessary to 
deviate, from necessary forms. The object of his 
repeated inquiries was to know, not when any- 
thing relative to pecuniary arrangements was to 
^be brought forward, but wdien an opportunity 
would be afforded of discussing the subject on a 
large scale. The right honourable gentleman 
himself canribt deny that this was the object to 
which his qjiestions pointed ; and from the line of 
conduct pursued in another place, wdiere pecuniary 
arrangements^could not bo in view, from the 
general system upon which;®entlemen upon the 
ot^er side act, which this unwrmity evinces, it is 
evident that neither the honourable gentleman 
nor thoi^ with whom Ixe^^^nks ever imagined 
that any extrf^.ordinary fje^toh was necessary 
with regard to the pecuniary part, and that they 
*ipprohend0^'no danger from the delay. Indeed 
all the reasoning of the honourable gentleman^ and 
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of the honourable mover, were as applicable to 
the situation of affairs a fortnight ago as now, 
except as to the facta which have intervejned. 
Wlj^t is the conclusion? Not that the right 
honourable gentleman and his friends were to 
blame, but merely^that they themselves, till en* 
lightened by the fact, never apprehended the 
smallest danger, since now they cannot assign one 
reason for despatch, which did not equally apply 
a fortnight ago. I certainly do not mean to 
depreciate the talents of the right honourable 
gentleman, inucli less to say that there is any one 
more disposed to criticise the proceedings of ad- 
ministration than he is. But take him as a critic, 
take him as an ad visit of government, and a rough 
one enough certainly he sometimes is ; but in 
either capacity, his conduct, as well as that of 
those who act with him, proves that they enter- 
tained no apprehension. The honourable gentle- 
man, all through \m ai^ipament, completely begged 
the question. When the fleeb dropped down to 
St. Helenas, the transactions, as far as they were 
settled by the vote of Monday last, and the act of 
last night, were finished; but it is said the dis- 
turbances might have arisen again. Certainly it 
is impossible to reduce within matbt$inatioal rules 
what is likely or what is not likely to take place; 
what may or may xM be foreseen ; bufciassuredly 
government did not foresee such an event. If the 
right honourable gentleman bad any grounds of 
information upon be could foreA^, or if 

even he had reason w suspect, surely if he had so 
far deviated from his usual practicig as to hold 
anj^ private communicajiion^ and forett^tn them 
of the^^^nger, he would Hot h^ve been guilty df a 
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can,dU^w*from iii$ pro<jeediftgs then is, that he 
]^a4^tto ground for suspicion ; government thought 
the matter settled, the adipiral at Portsmouth and 
the officers there thought so too ; everything then 
wa^ dqne that appeared necessary, while no reason 
esristed for believing that e'J^erything was not 
adjusted. But the right honourable gentleman 
says, wn ought to have been on our guard against 
the machinations of a French party. I confess I 
am rather puzzled to know how to treat this 
argui^ent ; I do think that there are many v®ry 
wicked' people in this country, and I have been 
blamed by the right honourable gentleman for 
the extent at which I rated the danger to be 
apprehended from them ; now we are blamed for 
not attaching to them sufficient importance. I 
hope the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Sheri- 
d|*n), who last night expressed himself so strongjy 
an this point, will upt bp j^ended with my pane- 
gyric. reprobaipti jjheineanness and baseness 
of the treason that could secretly sap the bulwark 
strength ; praised the open line of conduct, 
thought that there might be some apology 
fop Jkhe treftspn in the shape which it assumed ; 
but in all trm^oceedings which liaye iaken place 
in 4ilie fleet, rwer felt, and platen expressed it as 
the big h^ satisfaction, iha k jAvpn in the hottest 
p^iod ov the proceedings' Portsmouth, and 
!{i^eu the s^tiien expressed themselves most^ 
^awly^P^t the smallest ^i rit of cfacoUiupxu^ 
ippeapeaT Their expressible bn the contrary, 
were mo^ ardept for the honbur of the crown and 
the intei^^^ the qguntry. I belieye, in ftet, 
suchlwere thpir seiitiments th&t thf^ werp 
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incapable of giving w^y to the ddctrine of Jaco- 
binism, and that if any propositions of that nature 
had ever been made to them, they would have 
rejected them witli indignation. The attack, 
however, was not made in the way that would 
rouse their resentm|^nt and provoke their indigna - 
tion. After the transaction with the Lords of the 
Admiralty was settled, the only point which re- 
mained was his Majesty’s pardon. No jealousy 
ever appeared, however, till some, for wliosc ex- 
treme wickedness I can find ho name sufficiently 
descriptive, insinuated to the seamen that tlie 
pardon which had been issued in their favour was 
a forgery. When the conversation which took 
place on the subject got into the public papers, a 
new mode of misrepresentation presented itself, 
and the diabolical malice which laboured to I’enew 
disturbance changed its mode of attack. It was 
represented to them, with the most abominable 
wickedness, that their bill had been thrown out 
by Parliament ; but no idea tlfat it was the inten- 
tion of the executive government to deceive them 
was ever entertained. Ministers, who upon such 
an occasion had every motive to vigilance, and 
who were not less vigilant than other men would 
have been, saw no reason for suspicion. But even 
had the vote taken place, who will say that some 
other ground of misrepresentation might not have 
been employed? Who will say that the same 
malice, that could so grossly misrepresent whaf 
was d<^e, might not^ have employed other diabo- 
lical arts to effect its purpose ? The vote of the 
Hou^e woul;^ produce a good effect,^ because It 
proved to the seamen thab they ha&'^been the 
dupes of gross imposition. The negligence Uf 
1 
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ministers, therefore, was a common error, for they 
as well as others entertained no suspicion of dan- 
ger. Nor could any extraordinary despatch have 
been of any advantage but as it might have pre- 
vented misrepresentation, for the sailors could not 
entertain a doubt of the intentions of the executive 
government. The agreement was already acted 
upon, and they immediately entered into posses- 
sion of what it bestowed. If it can be shown 
that ground of suspicion did exist, I do not con- 
tend that there is not reason for censure ; but till 
tliat can be established there can be no ground for 
blame. The honourable gentleman says that it 
would have been better for the fleet to have put 
to sea with the conviction that everything was 
settled. But this is merely begging the question. 
Were they not going to sea on this conviction ? 
What afterwards arose was occasioned by the 
gross and wicked misrepresentations of diabolical 
incendiaries. 

Mr. Whitbread made reply to the arguments 
against liis motion. It was said that the mutiny 
was at an end, and the association dissolved after 
the agreement with the Admiralty was concluded. 
But was this the fact ? When the fleet was under 
weigh on tlie 28 th of April, were tliere not three 
ships that remained in a state of disobedience? 
Had not delegates arrived from Plymouth, and 
did not the association subsist ? It was the duty 
of ministers, therefore, to have put an end to the 
combination, as soon as possible, by ratifying 
the transaction. If sooner ratified, misrepresent- 
ation would have been prevented, ai^d if the fleet 
had sailed, attempts to deceive them would have 
been in vain. As to the form of his motion, he 
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was decided. It was principally directed against 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, as he was the 
prime mover and director in his Majesty's coun- 
cils; the rest he considered as subordinate and 
subservient to him. Ministers then had neglected 
their duty, and the House would shamefully neg- 
lect their tiuty if they allowed such conduct to 
pass without censure. 

The House then divided : — 

For the motion . . .63 

Against it 237 — 174 

Adjourned. 


[2 
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CHAPTER V. 

Although the resolution and the Act of Par- 
liament were both sent down to Spit head, yet 
they failed in soothing the irritation of the fleet. 
The seamen seemed better pleased with reading 
Fox and Sheridan’s speeches, than with the long- 
expected settlement of their claims. Nevertheless 
a better temper prevailed, and the fears enter- 
tained for the fate of Admiral Colpoys and Cap- 
tain Griffiths subsided ; in fact, they were shortly 
afterwards released from their confinement and 
sent ashore. The gates of the garrison at Ports- 
mouth were shut, and the drawbridg^^s taken up ; 
at sunset field-pieces were planted at the Point 
gates, to flank the landing-place at the New 
Sallyport ; and every precautionary measure was 
adopted to defend the garrison, as though a siege 
had been apprehended. The bodies of three sea- 
men, who died in Haslar hospital in consequence of 
the wounds they had received, on Sunday, on board 
the London, were buried in Kingston churchyard, 
after the coroner s jury had sat upon them, and 
returned a verdict of justifiable homicide." The 
authorities wisely threw no obstacles in the path 
of the sailors, to prevent their paying all honours 
to the dead. Every opportunity was seized of 
proving to the seamen the regard in which they 
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were held by the nation. But how shall we 
esteem the honour and equity of a people who 
waited to show to their defenders the real amount 
of gratitude duo to them, till the admission was 
wrung from them by a moral convulsion which 
shook society to its core ! The bodies were brought 
from the hospital to the Common Hard in tlic 
London s launcli, with the colours half-mast high ; 
tliey were carried thence in soh'mn procession to 
the churchyard, through an immense concourse of 
people assembled at Portsea, Halfway House, and 
other places, to witness the proceedings. Two 
colours preceded the first coffin, and one each of 
the others, half-struck ; fifty of their shipmates 
followed two and two, together with nearly as 
many women in black ; and six women walked 
on either side of each coffin. Such were the funeral 
honours paid to the three first victims of the 
mutiny. 

A happier and tranquil spirit, aftei: tliis violent 
outbreak of passion, seemed to prevail over the 
fleet. Deputations from several of the ships went 
on shore, with invitations to their officers to return 
and resume their command. These were warmly 
extended to Admiral Alan Gardner, to induce him 
to comply with their wishes ; but as objections were 
made to his three lieutenants, he sillily refused, until 
these officers should bepermittedto.accompany him. 
We have seen that the admiral himself was not the 
most gentle or reasonable commander, but if the to- 
lerant seamen could forgive faults like his, what 
must have been those of his objected officers ? 

On Wednesday afternoon Government sent 
Lord Howe to Portsmouth, charged with extra- 
ordinary pDwers from the king, for the final 
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settlement of the whole matter in dispute, tt was 
confidently expected that his humane disposition, 
eminent qualities, and deserved popularity, would 
give him a weight and influence greater than that 
of any other individual. The men whom he would 
have to conciliate had been his companions in 
arms, the sharers of his dangers, and the partici- 
pators in his triumphs. Ilis name was associated 
with proud and gallant recollections ; the glorious 
victory of the 1st of June, 1794, was still fresh in 
tlie memories of all whom ho would address ; and 
notwithstanding the temporary cloud and misun- 
derstanding that had interposed between himself 
and the sailo^:s, in consequence of his rejecting the 
round-robin petitions, yet it was justly anticipated, 
if he should appear upon the scene, as a mediator 
between the suspicions of the seamen and the good 
intentions of the country, success must inevitably 
crown his efforts. The noble admiral, upon his 
arrival at Portsmouth, accompanied by Sir Peter 
Parker, Admiral Gardner, and other officers, em- 
barked in a barge for St. Helen's, and immediately 
went on board the Royal George, Lord Bridport’s 
flag-ship. lie entered into conversation with the 
crow, and reasoned with them for three hours 
upon the subject of their grievances. He said 
that ho had undertaken to interpose between them 
and his Majesty, for a pardon and oblivion of all 
that had happened, upon conditions just and 
necessary to the future order and strength of the 
service. Thege conditions were, a solemn submis- 
sion to their officers, and an engagement, made 
thrtfhgh their accredited organ, the delegates, 
that they should hereafter co-operate with their 
commanders in enforcing subordination, and in 
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checking the first appearances of mutiny. They 
represented themselves to bo perfectly satisfied 
with his explanations and promises ; but they in- 
formed his loi*dsliip that they ‘could not answer 
for the crows of the other ships, and recommended 
that he should visit each in succession. In the 
mean time, the ship's company of the London 
stated to Admiral Colpoys their wisli that he 
should leave the ship and go on shore. The barge 
was manned, and the admiral, together with 
Captain Griffith and the chaplain, the Rev. Mr. 
Cole, stepped into it. The men parted with tlieir 
commander with a great show of respect, and 
many of them openly expressed a desire to sec him 
soon back again. 

But tlie good feeling thus evinced was far from 
being unanimous. When the news of Lord Howe's 
arrival became publicly known, the most strenuous 
efforts were exerted, by a small portion of the 
disaffected, to maintain insubordination* both on 
land and at sea. The reproach due to this crime 
cannot, however, be laid to the seamen of the 
fleet as a body. The delegates of th6 Royal 
George, in a very orderly and respectful manner, 
waited upon the captain of the Royal William, to 
entreat him not to sufier the frigates and smaller 
ships to be running backwards and forwards to 
St. Helen’s, as had been the case for some days 
past; for tliat now everything was quiet and 
peaceable in the fleet, with the exception of the 
Duke and Mars, whose crews had been detected 
in the .act of carrying on a traitorous correspon^ 
dence with some people on shore. Whe||khTl 
discovery was made, all the crews whicl^iad 
returned to their duty sent and required those 
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two ships to haul down the flag of defiance : this 
they positively, and in contempt of the whole 
fleet, refused to do, obstinately nailing the red 
colours to the mast-head. 

Tiie sailors on board the Duke requested a con- 
ference with the delegates, who complied with 
their wislies. Attempts were made to engage the 
delegates in further acts of disobedience ; but they 
were rejected with indignation, and, after some 
time spent in fruitless altercation, the committee 
abandoned the ship to her fate, with an exhorta- 
tion not to provoke punishment by vexatious 
resistance. The mutineers, however, finding that 
matters were in a train of adjustment, sent two 
of their boats alongside several of the ships, with 
the design of exciting them to fresh disturbances ; 
but none of the crews would permit them to get 
on board ; and at the last shouting and hissing, 
with a torrent of abuse, greeted them as they 
rowed through the fleet upon a fruitless errand. 
Guard-boats wore immediately stationed around 
the Duke and the Mars, to cut oflp all intercourse 
except s\ich as might be allowed by orders of the 
admiral. 

A second deputation from the crew of his ship 
waited upon Sir Alan Gardner, desiring his for- 
giveness, and requesting him to return on board 
the Eoyal Sovereign with all his officers. He 
was received upon the quarter- deck with three 
cheers from the ship's company, whom he addressed 
in a very pathetic -speech, telling them his deter- 
mination to see all parties, both officers and sea- 
mengireated with justice. He also expressed a 
hopWliat the future good conduct of the men 
would be the means of obliterating from his re- 
membrance all that had passed. 
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The following address was published by the 
crew of the Robust ; which address, it must be 
confessed, is as singularly free from grammatical 
restraint, as from affectation or duplicity. 

Robust, IMay 11, 1797. 

The favours and goodness our officers confer 
upon us, are such as can bo equalled l)y few 
officers in the dcot ; and that is our just and 
grateful sense of the officers of his majesty *s ship 
Robust. Is there a man so poor in spirit, tliat 
praises such as we have without imitating tlie 
actions worthy of them ? 

Ilow pleasant would be the toils of war, did all 
employed in it meet with the same recompense ! 
It is our deeds alone render us worthy their in- 
dulgence, and preserve their good opinion. To 
inform you with how much ardency wo wish to 
serve them, if ever accidents fall in our way, we 
are thoroughly resolved to lead them into the paths 
of glory ; and they might rest assured that all of us 
will rejoice in an opj)ortuiiity of testifying our duty, 
affection, gratitude and submission, which we flatter 
ourselves they will not hereafter disapprove. 

Wo are, with the utmost respect and sub- 
mission, 

Your Honours' eternally devoted servants, 
Robust Ship's Company. 

On Friday Xord Ilowe visited most of the 
ships, and succeeded in disarming the crews of 
prejudice and suspicion ; as the last step towards 
completing his negotiations, he made an appoint- 
ment to meet the delegates the next morningf on 
board the Royal William. At eleven o'clock a 
signal was made to Sir Peter Parker, who imme- 
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diately went on board, followed in a few minutes 
by liord Howe. The delegates sat in the gun- 
room, deliberating for some little time, and after- 
wards repaired to the cabin, where Sir Peter and 
his Lordship received them, attended by Captain 
Pickarne and the Secretary. The two venerable 
admirals conversed with the committee for several 
hours, and at length brought them to a sense of 
duty and obedience, after giving them an assurance 
of the king's pardon, find promising that the late 
transactions should not at any future time be made 
a matter of reproach against them. It was also 
stipulated that some few officers, mentioned by 
name, should not be forced upon the fleet ; this 
point was maintained with great firmness ; and 
lastly his lordship pledged his honour, that in 
future any petition for redress of grievances, tem- 
perately stated and properly signed^ should meet 
with serious and ready attention. 

The fleet now only waited for his majesty's 
pardon to put to sea : but, to the consternation of 
the admiral, a new difficulty suddenly presented 
itself in the appearance of Sir Roger Curtis' 
squadron off St. Helen's from Torbay. We have 
before stated that the delegates had despatched a 
frigate to Plymouth to order the ships at that port 
round to St. Helen's ; and also that the Admi- 
ralty had sent instructions to Sir Roger Curtis, 
commanding him to put to sea at all hazards. 
The delegates, however, outstripped the govern- 
ment and effected their purpose. Upon the 
arrival of the squadron a deputation visited the 
seainen, and informed them of all that had taken 
place. No dissatisfaction was expressed, but a 
desire to act in accordance with the terms already 
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settled : at the same time it was represented, that 
they, in common with Lord Bridports fleet, 
expected to have certain obnoxious oflicers removed 
from command. 

Four captains, eighteen lieutenants, one major, 
and four subalterns of marines, retired in conse- 
quence of the remonstrance of the delegates. 
Captain John Child Purvis was apyiointcd to the 
command of the London ; John IVIilhT to the 
Terrible; John Eaton to the Marlborough, and 
George Shirley to the IMegtera flre-sliip. 

The ship's crew of the JMars, finding all their 
designs frustrated hy the unanimity of the rest of 
the fleet, i'^sued an address in extenuation of their 
conduct : — 

Our intentions,” they said, were to act with 
the fleet : nor had we any other intentions, being 
convinced our grievances would be redressed. As 
to our captains and oflicers, we esteem and respect 
them for their humane behaviour, and consider 
ourselves as happy with them as with any other 
men in the service. We also beg leave to remark, 
that no ^et of men in his Majesty's service are 
more attached to t^ieir sovereign and country, and 
to defend^ their cause to the last drop of their 
vital blood, than are the 

Seamen of the Mars.” 

Tho delegates requested permission, after the 
king^s pardon should have arrived, to row in pro- 
cession to St. Helen's, attended by bands of music, 
and there to return Lord Howe public thanks for 
his services, and for his conciliatory behaviour 
while conducting this delicate business to » satis- 
factory result. On Sunday, at mid-day, Lord 
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Ilowe went on shore in the port-admirars barge, 
having entirely succeeded in ejffecting the wishes 
of government. He was received by Sir P. Parker 
and an immense multitude with heartfelt applause 
and satisfaction. On the Parade he was met by 
Lady llowe, Sir W. and Lady Pitt, with several 
officers of the girrison, and the whole party 
passed on to the Governors house. At the door, 
Joyce, one of the principal delegates, approached 
Lord Howe, and requested to know at what hour 
the next morning he would be pleased to embark ? 
His lordship replied, their time should be his ; 
and seven o'clock was fixed, as the tide would 
servo at that hour. Joyce, next turning to Lady 
Howe, begged to know whether she would honour 
them with her company, assuring her ladysliip of 
perfect safety and freedom from apprehension. She 
replied, nothing would give her greater pleasure 
than to accede to their request, which she did with 
the utmost confidence and satisfaction. Lord 
Howe invited Joyce into the Governors house, 
to drink a glass of wine, which invitation was rea- 
dily accepted, ‘‘ with a manly freedom, unaccom- 
panied by the least particle of familiarity or rude- 
ness.” This seaman, whose politeness made a most 
favourable impression upon the writers of the day, 
had been a tobacconist at Belfast, where he was 
shipped on board a tender, with many others, by 
the order of Lord Carhampton, under an accusa- 
tion, true or fiilse we cannot say, of tre^asonable 
conduct and seditious harangues. A brother dele- 
gate was a man named Evans, formerly ail 
attorney, who had been struck off the rolls, on 
accouiit, it would appear, of various malpractices 
among his Wapping clients. 
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The triumph of the seamen s cause, in which 
they were the chief movers, threw a halo of glory 
about their characters, through whicli the blots of 
former indiscretions seemed to be altogether invi- 
sible. On Sunday evening, the following pardon 
arrived : 

By the Co?nmissio7iers for Executing the Office of Lord 
Iltgh Admit al of Great Btitabi and Itcland^ 

Whereas his Majesty has been most graciously 
pleased to issue his royal j^roclamation, dated the 
11th instant, and thereby to declare that all such 
seamen and marines on board any ships of the 
fleet who may have been guilty of any act of 
mutiny, or disobedience of orders, or neglect of 
duty, and who have returned, or shall, upon noti- 
fication of such his majesty’s proclamation, return 
to the regular >nd ordinary discharge of their 
duty, shall be discharged and released from all 
prosecutions, imprisonments, and penalties incurred 
by reason of any act of mutiny or disobedience of 
orders, or any breach or neglect of duty i)reviou8ly 
committed by them, or any of them. 

And whereas it is our intention, that on no " 
occasion hereafter the minds of the seamen and 
marines to whom the benefit of the said procla- 
mation has been extended, shall be disquieted by 
any reproof or reproach in respect of all or any 
such acts of mutiny, disobedience of orders, or 
breach w neglect of duty as before -mentiotfed, but 
that a Irotal oblivion of such offences should, as 
far as possible, obtain in consequence thereof : we 
have therefore thought fit, by these our orders, to 
signify, such meaning and intention to the several 
flag-officers, captains, and commanders, and all 
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the subordinate officers in the fleet ; and they are 
hereby required and directed to conform to these 
our orders and intentions accordingly. 

Given under our hands the 14th day of May, 

1707- SrENCER — G ambieu. — Young. 

To the sevciJil Fliig-officcrs, O^iptains, and 

Commanders of his Majesty’s Fleet. 

By command of their Lordships, 

Marsden. 

Early on Monday morning the delegates landed 
at Sally-port, and marched up to the Governor s 
with a band of music, playing alternately ‘ God 
save tlie King,' and ‘ Rule Britannia.' They were 
instantly invited intU tho house, where they par- 
took of refreshment, and appeared publicly in the 
balcony. In about an hour the boats were manned 
to receive Earl Howe ; and at eight, his lordship, 
accompanied by Sir William Pitt, General Cayler, 
with their aides-de-camp, preceded by tho ship and 
marine bands of music, embarked at the Sally- 
port, whore they were received by all the boats* 
crews with tliree cheers, and left the shore under 
a salute of ordiiahce from the platform. 

The following was the order of the procession : 

1st boat. A union-jack at the fore, with a band of music. 

2nd. The Royal William’s barge, ^itb Earl Howe. 

3rd, The governor, lieu tenant-governor, and their aides-de-camp. 

4lh. Lady Howe, Lady Pitt, and other ladies. 

' 5 th. ^The marine baud of music. 

On each side, a-bead, a line of the ships’ boats, iiie crews 
arrayed in their dress clothes. 

Upon their arrival at St. Helen s his Lordship 
visited the several ships, and received the formal 
thanks of the crews for his kind interference. On 
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bis return be went on board the Prince, the flag- 
ship of Sir Roger Curtis’ squadron. Miscliief was 
here apprehended in some quarters, but, although 
the arms were in the hands of the ship's company, 
his Lordship was received most respectfully^ and 
attended by a guard of honour. After he liad 
been on board a short time, the ship displayed the 
union and standard under a royal salute, as a 
signal of the restoration of perfect order and obe- 
dience. At six o’clock in the evening Lord Howe 
landed at the Sally Port, amidst the acclamation 
of the largest concourse of people ever asscmhlcd 
at Portsmouth. The enthusiasm of the sailors 
exceeded all bounds —the venerable admiral, who 
was infirm under a weight o% years and honours, 
was carried, on the shoulders of the dedegates, to 
the Government-house, where he and his lady 
entertained them at dinner. With this crowning 
and most noble service to his country concludes 
the career of Earl Howe. Thrice fortunate among 
men, brilliancy and utility shed double glory on 
his exploits, and even Fate for pnee relaxed her 
stern decrees to grant him length of days. Blessed 
as he was with the opportunity of performing 
high and heroic aeljievements, still more was he 
favoured with the happiness of seeing them appre- 
ciated and rewarded~no inconsiderable ingredient 
to renown and fame, when we reflect how many 
an able and brave spirit, adequate to the highest 
offices and the most trying eme^ency, has “ felt 
the influence of a malignant star,” and fills at once 
a noteless and an early grave ! 

The constitution of Earl Howe had long been 
feeble ; and, either hastened by the excitement of 
the time and bis own exertions, or from the un- 
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avoidable decay of nature, his lordship did not 
long survive the peaeeful triumph of Spithead. 
But the benefit of liis efibrts was eternal. With 
renewed alacrity and good feeling, the fleet, after 
many baflling wind«, put to sea on the 17th 
instant, in search of that enemy who, we trust 
in IJeavcn, for times future as in those past, will 
never be able to encounter “ Old England's flag ” 
upon the seas, except to fly or fall. 

To this desirable because just termination arrived 
the ]\lutiny at ISpithead ; and the fears it had ex- 
cited at homo were now to be transferred with 
redoubled zeal and courage to the legitimate ene- 
mies of the British empire. But no one, who has 
attentively read th# account of the proceedings, 
can fail to see how lasting and indelible is the blot 
this crisis leaves on the fame of the Prime Minister 
of the day, both as an upright or a great states- 
man. As it is notorious that Mr. Pitt was the 
alpha and omega of his cabinet, there can be little 
injustice in holding him responsible for the deeds 
which his subordinates in form propounded ; 
and if not, the greater then the treason his, if a 
master-spirit likf|his, at such a crisis, could trust 
to less able hands the imperilled helm. Either 
the seamen s demands were just or unjust. IF the 
former, they deserved instant acquiescence; if the 
latter, refusal and punishment. Instead of this 
simple alternative, behold the childish and timor- 
ous, nay even cijiminal behaviour of the govern- 
ment at a crisis of such awful magnitude to the 
country, and to the service itself. The indecision 
with winch the remonstrances were first of all 
treated— then the weakness with which all de-^ 
mands were granted piecemeal, not because of 
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their mtrinsic justice, from appreheuaidus of 
fatal disaster, if refused ; th6 bartering, huckster- 
ing, and tampering system employed to <juiet the 
commotion in the fleet could not fail in shaking 
discipline to its centre, although the temporary 
expedient might be crowned with success. No 
disposition was evinced ter meet the sailors upon 
fair and honourable grounds. No discussion of 
the justice or impertinence of their claims was 
provoked, but every concession was extorted by 
terror, when nothing should have been granted 
except upon the broad and intelligible grounds of 
reason, benefit, and right. But the Mutiny 
Spithead was only the cloud, the size of a roan's 
hand, compared with the tremendous storm which 
was about to blacken the horizon ; and if we have 
hitherto found cause to blame the Executive for 
dishonest folly, and to praise the seamen for 
moderation ispd forbearance, the subsequent pages 
of this history will perhaps raise the question, 
which party was entitled to this relative position, 
or if upmiftlhe whole transaction it can fairly be 
allowed to either. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The immense power which had been displayed 
by the mutineers at Portsmouth, and the ready 
acquiescence of the nation to their demands, might 
naturally have been expected to disturb and agitate 
thrdllghout every pajst of our fleets, those feelings 
of restlessness and discontent, which a hard and 
trying service, in a long War, unavoidably must 
engender. Accordingly, on various stations symp- 
toms of mutiny showed themselves at intervals^ 
and were only subdued by an admixture of reason 
and firmness. For some time apprehensions 
had been entertained of growing disafiection in 
the fleet at Sheemess ; and the justice of these 
fears was sadly confirmed by a positive outbreak 
on the 10th of May. At first it was confidently 
anticipated that this mutiny would be effectually 
extinguished, so soon as the seamen should be 
Informed that the mutiny at Spitbead had ter- 
minated in the full and complete acquisition of 
all that bad been desired. Unfortunately these 
hojp^ were never realised. 

The Inflexible, of seventy-four guns, was 
lying in the Medway, and on board this ship thg 
fir^ ^symptoms of the mutiny were discovered, 
bu| suppressed by the conciliatory exertions 
of the officers. In the course of a few days, 
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according to |onie accounts on the lOth, and 
to others on the 12th, the crew of the Sandwich 
broke out into open * mutiny. On board this 
ship was then flying the flag of Admiral Buckner, 
and on the orders being given to clear hawse, 
preparatory to unmooring for sea, the crew 
mounted into the rigging, and gave three cheers, 
as a signal that they threw off the yoke of obe- 
dience to their officers, and declared themselves, 
for the time being, their own masters ; a sign of 
mutiny wliich had been, as* we have seen, pre- 
viously practised during the outbreak at Spitliead, 
even if of no older existence in the navy.* 

Having taken this decisi^ step, the crew held 
a council together and appointed delegates ; the 
latter ordered Mr. Justice, the first lieutenant, an- 
other ofiicer of the same rank, and two masters* 
mates, to* quit the ship for^the shore. These 
orders beiii^ complied with, the delegates next 
proceeded *to the igan-of-war lying next to the 
Sandwich, and having called all hands, and re- 
quested th^m to point out thejociost obnoxious 
officers in command, these immediately received 
orders to land. Delegates were then appointed 
throughout the fleet, and the crews remained pos<< 
sessed of the authority on board every man-of- 
war there lying. Among the officers thus dismissed 
from their post, were the first, second, and third 

* ft may be noted as a singular coincidence thp both these 
mutinies broke out on hoard ships distii^uisbed for halving 
borne the flags of tko of our most celebrated admirals t at 
^thead, bn board the Queen Charlotte, the flag-ship of Earl 
Sowe^ on the Ist of June ; at the Kore, on board the Sandwich, 
the flag-ship of Loid Rodney at the taking of St. Eustatbis, 
urhere her flag«.captain and captain of the fleet, Captain Walter 
Young, lest his life. 
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lieutenants, with the master and fflirgeon of the 
Inflexible, together with the master and boatswain 
of the Asturia frigate, and a lieutenant and master 
from the L'Espion, and together with numerous 
others against whom similar objections were enter- 
tained by the seamen. 

Even at this early period of the outbreak, it 
must bo stated, in justice to the mutineers at 
Spithead, that they seized the first opportunity 
after gaining their own demands to send to their 
brother seamen at Sheerness. and to make them 
acquainted with the fact. 

It is fortunate for those to whom the accidents 
of birth and station have given the coveted difl&- 
oulty of ruling, thar jealousy and many similar 
sources of disunion must for ever intervene to pre- 
vent the powerful many from throwing oflf the yoke 
of the few, beneath Which they are often so unjustly 
made to bend. At this period of English history 
the party in power were supported b;f an unre- 
formed Parliament, the majority of which was 
composed of m^n as notoriously open lb disposal 
by* traffic, as the .slaves whpm they allowed to be 
bought and sold in the markets of their own 
colonies. An opposition, weak numbers, but 
overwhelmingly powerful, if ability could have 
decided the contest, strove by every exertion to 
defeat the minister, who, either from a Jdve of 
power, ^ most mistaken policy, of a culpable 
deferenocfto thq wishes of an unenlightened mon- 
arch, had plunged the nation into a war in which 
the expenses of Europe were borne by England, 
while all the advantages of victory were withhpla 
from her. 

Defeated again and again, by majorities as cor* 
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ruptly obtain^ as they were resistless in their 
evil influence, the people throughout the Kingdom 
evinced a knowledge of their position in being 
thus helplessly sold to a venal oligarchy. Re- 
bellion in Ireland, revolt in the army, mutiny in 
the fleet, and disaffection in the people, were the 
various symptoms that appeared on tJie surface of 
the body politic, to indicate the deep-seated nature 
of that cancer that was preying on tlie vitals gf 
the constitution. 

From the slight vistas that have occasionally 
disclosed to us the'^olitics of the day, we already 
know how enjbittered was the spirit of discord 
between th#various partieil, in the state ;* neither 
can it be supposed that where such obvious ground 
was given for discontent, that many of the un- 
educated people did not lose sijfc gf those just 
bounds of opposition which* are necessary to a 
flagitious governm^t, and rush into the extreme 
of republicanism, to the rise and progress of which 
so strong a stimulus had been recently given in 
France. 

Through many of the best informed circles of 
the time, a strong belief was entertained, that the 
mutineers at Sheerness were encouraged, abetted, 
directed, and even subsidised by the more violent of 
the liberal party on whore, then designated under 
the title of ^cobins and Radicals, Bubse^ueiit ex- 
pressions a§D of some of the delegates would seem 
to strengthen this belief. Amoiig a second party 
much acceptance was given to a report that the 
French, urith jbheir usual cleverness of intrigue, 
had'contritbd send on board our fleets instructed 
emissaries, in order that these might fan the 
flame of discontent^, of which our enemies were 
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to be ready to take advantage. If such really 
ivere the case, no further research is necessary to 
account for the continuance of the mutiny at Sheer- 
ness, after the demands granted by the Parliament 
and Government to the seamen at Spithead. 

A careful investigation, however, of the facts, 
warrants us in coming to a decided conclusion 
that no such participation in their excesses was 
eyer had by any party on shore whatever ; nor 
that any means were ever used by the French 
government of the day in fomenting these internal 
discords of our state. That they formed to our 
enemies a matter of equal rejoicing and hope, 
cafmot be doubted, since the momeffi that shall 
see England's power paralysed upon the sea, will 
reduce to a s^e of comparative insignificance 
what must otllRKvise continue the foremost nation 
of the worli The events of the period appes^r to 
have combined with the relj^ wrongs of which 
the British navy had, and still have, to com- 
plain; and like the sea beating upon^he coast 
which they guarded, the surge of the troubled 
waters extended to Sheerness, although the wave 
itself had already discharged its first violence on 
the Hampshire shore. A degree of jealousy at 
thu honours paid to the delegates at Spithead, arose 
to give embittered poignancy^^to long-endured dis*^ 
content t the result of this irritable cpmbmation 
was a temporary outburst of Violent, to which 
all things are subject, from the earth Which hap 
its volcanoes, and the ocean its ripples, to the 
heavens which are purified by Jts lightnings^ 
It cannot be doubted that every pairt of our fleets 
had long severely suflered beneath the command 
of several most o Wxious officers ; that the utoioiti 
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desife should exist to get rid of these was most 
naturaL It has already been stated that the 
articles of war, by which the discipline of the 
navy is governed, should rather be termed articles 
of blood, so odiously severe and unreasonably san« 
guinary are they in their penalties and force. As if 
this objection against them were not sufficiently 
strong, they are moreover administered by the 
very class of men against whom the seamen at this 
time had bitter cause to complain — ^their officers. 
The only court known to naval law by wj;iich 
wrongs could bo redressed and injuries punished 
was a court-martial. Under the blood-thirsty 
enactments tb which we have alluded, these courts- 
martial were composed exclusively of admirals 
and captains, and if the party tried was of 
this rank, there naturaMy arose %, prejudice of 
the court in his favour. On the contrary, if the 
party complaining ^ere beneath this rank, there 
naturally arose a ^ejudice of the court against 
him. All the oaths that were ever taken by 
mankind Ve insufficient to turn back the current 
of the human heart ; this bias might have been 
detected firom the moment such laws were framed, 
and has, at least, been most abundantly made 
evident in numberless instances that have since oc- 
curred. So perfectly well known has this feelingever 
been, and so^ prevalent does it still continue to be in 
the British navy, that an axiom has been generated 
£|rom lon^ experience of its truth—- that no man, 
however completely in the right, oan safely venture 
to bring a charge against a superior (Officer with- 
out being hrrotrievably ijiined in the service. 

That the barest semblance of justice can be 
retained und^ such an iniquitous system isimpos- 
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sible, or that it is to be borne without murmuf ing 
by any but a set of helots, is equally unnatural. 
Yet this view, dark as it is, only partially discloses 
the horrors of the system of naval discipline. Not 
only is the trial by court-martial preposterously 
ridiculous of everything like common rights, 
but every party complaining of a superior is 
forced to transmit his demands for redress through 
the hands — very often — of the superior who has 
wronged him ; by this channel it reaches, on the 
hon^ station, the Admiralty, or abroad, the com* 
mander* in-chief. The parties to whom appeal is 
thus made, have arrogated and maintained the right 
of either granting or refusing a trial, according as 
their own private views, feelings, or interests 
might dictate. It may easily be imagined to what 
a brutal state of tyranny such monstrous power 
would give rise, even when exercised over a class 
of thoroughly educated men,yit<et reason then be 
applied, to inquire to what jP^h of insolent op- 
pression— to what unbearable yoke it must lead^ 
when the parties ground down by it were chiefly 
uneducated unlettered persons, scarcely able to 
tell a tale consecutively, certainly unequal to speak 
their own language correctly; the great majority 
of them unpossessed of so much knowledge as 
would enable them to write their own names, and 
all fettered and weighed down by those feelings of 
distrust and awe which it is the baleful prero- 
gative of ignorance to exercise even^over the 
noblest intellect. JEThe climax to this thrioe-revolting 
mode of government has yet to b« told. When^ 
ever, by any interposition of Providence, some 
unblushing 4yrant, after an uninterrupted career 
of cruelty and power, committed some crime so^ 
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flagrant, that not even the abettors of this system 
could pass it over— whenever the long reluctant 
hand of authority was obliged to order the criminal 
to his trial, and even his prejudiced compeers were 
unable to acquit him — when all these too-rarely 
concurring events of Providence brought dbout that 
extraordinary effort of justice, the cashi^yjn g a cul- 
prit from his rank, the convict retired awhile, it is 
true, from the command which he had disgraced; but 
some parliamentary or other influence was always 
ready to be made with a*corrnpt minister; and after 
a temporary secession and most inadequate punish- 
ment, he was restored to that rank which he had 
so infamously abused, and in which he was again 
placed to enjoy»the opportunities of torturing one 
of the most valuab^e^ best- disposed, and ill-requited 
classes in the kingdom, to goad forward cou- 
rageous men to acts of mutiny, treason, and dis- 
graceful death — a j|||§ o place the empire of Great 
Britain iu a stat^ro peril which it had never 
known before, and which, under Heaven, it is to 
be devoutly hoped it may never again be doomed 
to know^ 

At the time of the Mutiny of the Nore these 
facts were very little known ; all those morer fiery 
spirits who winced under these wrongs, and 
would have^given their lives to have e^iposed them, 
were made to pay the price without obtaining the 
object of their desires. Like Uriah, they were 
pl^d in the front of the battle, or sent to a pes- 
tilential climate, or retained visual prisoners on 
board, until death, that entrusted and confidential 
friend of .all tyrants, silenced their testimony. 
The journals of ifaat period were still labouring 
under former fetters, and had not yet gained that 
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information, vigour, and boldness, which now 
dissects and remedies defects and abuses in however 
high or otherwise inaccessible a quarter.^^ Utterly 
impossible as it would have been for any man to 
have obtained correct knowledge of the interior 
mechanism of the navy, unless he had been so 
unfortunate as to have suffered beneath its com- 
plicated horrors, it^may be readily supposed how 
utterly unacquainted with many material parts of 
their subject, must have been those writers who 
commented on the MutinJ^ at the Nore, many of 
them without having ever beheld even the exterior 
form of a man-of-war. 

It has only been when a writer with the ability, 
freedom, and opportunity of Smallett has# come 
forward, tliat any real insight |ias been obtained 
into the iniquities practised on the seamen afloat. 
Several years had elapsed since the publication of 
that writer's well-merited ^tigation of naval 
oppression,* the efiect had beeif partially forgotten; 
the interest of numbers had led them to deny the 
truthfulness of his pictures ; and few of those who 
blamed the erring but unfortunate seamen of the 
Nore, could have believed that they sufiered under 
aggressions little less outrageous than those which 
are depicted in Eoderick Eandom as occurring 
in 1741. 

The writer, however, who records the events of 
the past for the benefit of the future, is bound to 
give the whole truth ; and no kndwledge of the 
Fury which these details will excite among a pre- 
judiced part of the profession, can induce any 
suppression of the real causes of discontent whicn 
had been working in the navy for centuries, and 
only found a tardy though dreadful outbreak when 
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all hopes of any other mode of redress had long 
Tanisbed. And here, let no one for a moment so 
misreprefiifnt olir object as to assert, that our 
remarks tend either to justify or encourage mutiny 
or insubordination : the intention of thus openly 
stating the grievances under which the navy has 
been and still is labouring, is exactly the reverse : 
in order, namely, not only t% do justice to the 
dead — the first duty of an historian, by speaking 
the bold and naked truth, but to^ afford to public 
opinion at large, that ground on which to direct 
its resistless power, and so, by a titnely remedy of 
the evils of the British naval system, remove every 
possible cause of mutiny and disaffection for the 
futurei 

In addition to tjie strong discontent excited by 
the tyranny of certain officers, the difficulty of 
bringing them to punishment, and the forced 
return of those offi^rs into command, after that 
punishment had bein tardily pronounced, another 
fertile cause of complaint, originating from the 
same spirit of favouritism, had long been existing 
in the service. This was the unequal distribution 
of prize-money ; and tbat ite may not be supposed 
that we have overrated either the one cause of 
complaint or the other, it may be as well to give 
here a few notorious instances of the abuses of 
power to which we have been alluding. 

A captain, in the spirit of uncurbed authority, 
the natural result of the odious system of the navy, 
had thought fit to turn one of his crew on sbote on 
an uninhabited island. In all human probability 
mid reasoning this was an act condemning the 
unfortunate wretch to one of the most slow and 
cruel deaths which it is |>ossibie for the mind of 
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man to conceive : either a death by want and des- 
titution, or by the fangs of any savage animal of 
the spot that might make the unhappji^ being its 
food. Had the deserted man ^died, there carf be 
no doubt that the laws of England would have 
treated and executed the captain as a murderer. 
Will future times then believe, that this officer, after 
being dismissed th% service, was reinstated in that 
rank which lie had turned to such a purpose ? Yet 
such a reinstatejipent did take place. 

A captain and a first lieutenant were broken 
for cruelty, the captain in ordering and the first 
lieutenant in executing, outrageous punishment on 
the seamen. Both these officers, to the disgrace of 
the minister, were restored to theiif rank ; the first 
lieutenant was employed again ; and it is unneces- 
sary to add, that, unreformed by experience and 
punishment, his habits and conduct were as 
tyrannical and unjust as e^r. Two officers, a 
captain and a master, tried each other by a court 
martial, for various causes ; by the sentence of the 
court both were dismissed from the service. The 
captain in the course of the day was reinstated in 
his rank, but on the master repairing on shore, he 
found a pressgang waiting to receive him, and 
impress him as a seaman before the mast of that 
ship, in wliich he had lately served as an officer ; 
from this outrage he was only protected by a 
timely warning of the intended viol^ce, and the 
consequent production of his appointment as a 
captain of a merchant vessel with which he had 
fortunately provided himself. ' 

A captain of a ihan^of-war, being incensed with 
his crew for not reefing topsails within the exact 
moment which his impatience desired^ o rde ^d 
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down from the yards the whole of a set of top* 
men, and flogged them every one by lantern- light 
— it happening to be night when the reckless pas- 
sions of tins despot wore thus allowed to find free 
vent, and not eveh the few hours till the usual 
time of punishment, the rfext forenoon, were 
allowed to intervene ! 

Yet these are but a few out of numerous other 
instances which speak for the manner in which 
naval ofiicers could be tempted with impunity to 
outrage their authority, and the way in which 
such outrages were countenanced and encouraged 
by the Ministers under whom they served. With 
regard tp the other portion of complaint in the 
fleet, it will perhaps suflioe to show what cause 
the seamen had for being dissatisfied, if we instance 
the distribution of the Parliamentary grant of 
money with which the Battle of Navarino was 
rewarded, in more modern and, therefore, we may 
suppose, more reformed times of the navy ; and 
which was ordered to be distributed in the 
usual proportions of prize-money —• namely, as 
follows : 

\d. 

To the Admiral commanding . 7800 0 0 

To the able seaman . , . 0 10 0 

But in dealmg with two of the most prominent 
causes of discontent operating in the fleet at the 
Nore, after all the grievances had been redressed at 
Spitbead, we hav^ perhaps, somewhat anticipated 
our recital of the manner in which the mutineers 
4bi|t lorth their claims, and endeavoured to induce 
thA goveimmeii|» a^d the countiy to comply with 
tbem^ The first manifesto which they puhlisl^ Of 
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their desires was on the 20th day of May, as 
follows: — 

Article 1. That every indulgence granted to 
the 'fleet at Portsmouth, be granted to his Ma- 
jesty's subjects serving in the^eet at the Nore, 
l||adi> places adjacent. ^ 

2. That every man, upon a ship's coming into 
harbour, shall have liberty (a certain number at 
a time, so as not to injure the ship's duty) to go 
and see their friends and families ; a convenient 
time to be allowed to each man* 

3. That all ships before they go to sea shall be 
paid all arrears of wages down to six months, ac- 
cording to the old rules. 

4. That no oflSicer tlmt has been turned out of 
any of his Majesty’s ships shall be employed in 
the same ship again, without consent of the ship’s 
company. 

»5. That when any of his Majesty's ships shall 
be paid, that may have been some time in com- 
mission, if there are any pressed men on board, 
that may not be in the regular course of payment, 
they shall receive two months advance to furnish 
them with necessaries. 

6. That an indemniflcation be made any men 
who have run, and may now be in his Majesty's 
naval service, and that they shall not be liable to 
be taken up as deserters. 

7. That a more equal distribution be made of 
prize-money to the crews of his Majesty's ships 
and vessels of ^ar. 

8. That the Articles of war, as now enforced, 
require various alterations, several of v^hich to be^ 
expunge<|rtherefrom ; and if more moderate ones 
were held forth to seamen in general it would be 
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the means of taking off that terror and prejudice 
against his Majesty’s service, on that account too 
frequently imbibed by seamen from entering vo- 
luntarily into the service. 

The Committee bf Delegates of the whole Fleet 
assembled in council on board his Majesty’s ship* 
Sandwich, have unanimously agreed that they 
will not deliver up their charge until the appear- 
ance of some of the Lords Commissioners, of the 
Admiralty to ratify the same. 

Given on board his Majesty’s ship Sand- 
wich, by the Delegates of the Fleet, 
20th May, 1797. 

The fleet at the Nore, by the delegates onboard 
which the foregoing articles of demand were signed, 
was composed of the following vessels of war, Sand- 
wich, Montagu, Director, Inflexible, il^elliqueux, 
Standard, Lion, Nassau, Repulse, Monmouth, Isis, 
Tisiphone, Swan, Inspector, Grampus, Proserpine, 
Brilliant, Champion, Comet, and Pylades. 

Qn the publication of their manifesto, the first 
difficulty which the mutineers had to encounter* 
was the fact of their first article being supereroga* 
tory, since it was obvious that the advantages 
granted to the ships at Spithead included the 
whole navy of the kingdom. The second point 
oj^ating against them was the promise put for- 
ward and redeemed by the Spithead mutineers— 
that no further grie^nces should be received after 
their first demand, in order, to use the language of 
their manifesto,^ that the country might see that 
they knew when to pause as well as when to ask* 
It may naturally be argued that the fleet at the 
Nore were not to be bound by any guarantee 
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given by the fleet at Spithead ; they certainly 
were the beat judges of any sufferings under which 
they might labour ; and to all the efforts made by 
delegates from the Spithead fleet, who were sent 
to persuade them to return to their duty, thfy 
yere consistent in the only answer they gave, re- 
proaches, namely, on the Spithead mutineers for 
not haying obtained a final settlement of their just 
rights when once they had commenced the strug- 
gle, and one rising would have sufficed for aU, 
instead of only half effecting the object in view. 

Leaving aside for the present tlie truth or 
injustice of these remarks, to the public mind, 
this second series of demands, after considerable 
concessions had been already made, carried on 
the face of it the groundwork of a strong objection 
and prejudice. Many timid people, instead 
of looking at the innate justice of what was 
demanded, saw only the danger with which the 
country was threatened if the enemy sho\ild put to 
sea ; and this notwithstanding the assertions of the 
Nore Fleet, which, like that at Spithead, the^ re- 
peatedly mad^, of their determination to pursue 
the enemy should ho venture from pcjj^. These 
one-sided and apprehensive tremblers lor their 
own ^welfare, could only ask themselves the ques- 
tion of-— when are these demands to cease ? instead 
of putting the more liberal and rattdnal query 
what is th^ just and equitable basis on which the 
fir^ and most important forc| of th^plipire is to 
be governed? In support of thesp objections, 
came the additional and most po|y6;;;ful on^ of all ; 
Jbhal the mutineers at the Nore had erred in one 
extreme as much as the mutineers afSpithead had 
fallen short on tbe other. Their demands ""were 
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too p^any, and embracing subjects too greatly 
wanting in importance to be the objects of such a 
convulsion. 

Now, however, that the prejudices, the excite * 
ment, and the fears of this momentous crisis have 
passed away/ we may fairly analyse the demands 
of the requisition in question, witli the view of as- 
certaining how far the makers of it were war- 
ranted, in its proposition, by its innate propriety,^ 
and how far popular feeling was right in con- 
demning its production. 

The firat article may at once be passed by as 
supererogatory, and either put forward in* igno- 
rance, which it could scarcely be, or foolishly in- 
troduced by, the delegates for no purpose that can 
well be divined, unless it were that of justifying 
more strongly the violent steps they had taken. 
To the third and the sixth articles also, for the 
payment of arrears and the indemnity of deserters, 
may, with propriety, bo allowed the objection, 
that they were unworthy of so momentous an in- 
surrection, scarcely homo out by any innate e|j[uity 
they mi ght possess,* and, therefore, savouring of a 
desire tdp^ort from the government the utter- 
most whicli the fears or necessities of the period 
might allow. Abandoning to condemnation these 
tl^e abuses oL the Nore requisition, history is 
comj^led to take a very different course with re- 
gard to the ^ker flye by which they were ac- 
companied: ‘ 

The sepond arti^ple simply stipulates that on the 
arrival of his Millesty's ships in harbour, the crew 
diall obtain l||ve of absence to visit their friends ^ 
aijd &milies ^enever the convenience of the Ser- 
vice and the^'duty of thedndividual ship shall per- 
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mit Stoll tQ indulgenoe. In t)rd<»r to ascertain 
what justice there really is in this demand, let ns 
patse for a moment to inquire, for what pedod 
the seamen primarily engaged in the service^ and 
how % &ith was kept with them in discharging 
the burden which they thus voluntarily undertook. 

The •period for which a man-of-war was, by 
general custom of the navy, originally commis- 
sioned was three years ; by mutual consent this 
term has often been extended ^nto four, and 
a' great latitude was afterwards certainly taken 
by the government in converting the three stipu- 
lated years into six ; but what were the facts of 
the case in the long war during which this mu- 
tiny arose? The seaman entered the navy for 
thredfyears ; from that period his own will was 
as completely forfeited as if he had been sold into 
bondage. He was drafted from ship to ship^ and 
fipom station to station ; every representation he 
might make for a discharge was treated#as an^act 
of the greatest contumacy, even after ten, eleven, 
and^welve years had elapsed since his entry. It 
would not, indeed, be difficult to produ^nstances 
in which one ship has been in oommise4p thirteen 
yehrs, and when on4ihe point of returning from a 
distant and unhealthy climate^ all her best hands 
have even then been drafted out of her into otl^ 
ships, whose term of service was only commenc- 
ing^ while the original vessel was lerried home 
by a comparatively invalided crew. 

This soandalens breach of public faith wee jus- 
tided, as is usual in all similaFoutrages, on the 
|>Iea of the l^nbiio service ; but ^n if i^e ^can 
consent td adcepisui^ pleading, no honew- 

able mind ever wiU^ whatcan be saidiHto? the bar- 
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bapify of denyiag to these ill-used men, the in- 
adequate con^pensation of rendering as light as 
possible the chains of that s(u*vitude which were 
to gall tbem down to the very grave ? 

The more valuable a seaman became from his 
knowledge and experience, the more hopeless was 
the probability that any captain would spare him 
from the service or his ship — ^the more distant the 
scene of that transportation to which he had been 
condemned for no fault but devotion to his coun- 
try, the greater were the obstacles thrown ih the 
path of his ret^pa I From a calculation, msde by 
competent julges, the value to the government of 
each man, on the Indian station, was that of one 
* hundred pounds sterling ; and while the civilians 
complained of a per centage tax on theirUhalth 
which the seamen thus preserved, the sailoi^s ^hole 
happiness was sacrificed, forirfear that this, value 
plai^ upon his person should be lessened, by al- 
lowing him to revisit the country that called him 
its pride ! its boast ! its glory ! 

What inconvenienpe could possibly have arisen 
from allowing these men to taste “ the sweets of 
home,** a#t!iey touchingly phrased it in one of 
their memorials, it is dif&cult to conceive ; unless 
their arbitrary governors might fear, that a few 
days* residence m the soil of Gredt Britain should 
. restore them any share of'that freedom which, by 
some monstipus anomaly in our bdasted oonstita- 
tion, every Englishman appearl to have lost from 
the moment that, he consents ^ to serve the state 
upoiii the sea^lfat Uving cradle^pf its greatness! 

If these views of the minist^ 

we ceni!ii^[l9nbini much for the rigid medenn 
Whirii he diluted them ; certainly Animus wSs 

L 2 
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lievet allowed to touch his mother earth ; and the 
greatest happiness of whicli the h^art is suscep- 
tible, the purest indulgence that can be afforded 
to the mind, that' of renewing a cherished inter-t 
course with beloved friends and relatives, was de-e 
nied to a class of British subjects, to whom the 
greatest possible favour, protection, and kindness, 
were due from the state, whose whole support and 
entire safeguard ^hey had ever been. 

It is in vain that the upholders of this system 
can attempt to justify its continuance, by asserting 
that it would have led to any det jai oration in the 
duty of the navy, or the eihciencylbf individual 
ships. In innumerable instances, vessels came 
into ^rt, and fleets anchored in liarboxir, where 
theiiiltemmanders were perfectly aware that whole 
weelM must elapse before it would be necessary 
for them again to proceed to sea. In the case of 
very few, even if of any, of these vessels, would 
the temporary subtraction of a small portion of 
tho crew have been productive of the least injury 
or delay in the duties which the seamen had to 
perform. Thus then three or four days* leave of 
absence might Have been granted to separate relays 
each in their turn, and tl^us the whole of the sea- 
men have haU that just intercourse with the rest 
of their fellow subjects and families to which, by 
the most rigid notions of justice, they were 
entitled. As, however, the mode in which the 
service was admihistered blindly excluded such 
advantageous regulations, what may we inquire 
was the natural result ? 

On the instant' of seamen ent^ito they 
were tantalised vHth all the joys mrahore in tl^ 
distance^^ without bein^ allowed to paHsfa of thmi 
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for more than a few hours at a time, and that at 
rare intervals. When they did gain a brief 
footing on the- land, their joy hurried them into 
conduct that, had it not been explicable by tho 
rigidity of their usual confinement, would other- 
wise have been most humanely attributable to 
insanity-^the wages of years of privation and 
suffering were squandered in tine mAdness and 
debauchery of a few hours ; leave was exaggerated 
into the grossest license ; and that which should 
have proved a relaxation of the mind as well as of 
the personyjiaB converted into an opportunity of 
poisoning tfUftealth of both. 

To those whoso families lived at a distance from 
the seaports, this system was virtually as com- 
plete a sentence of excommunication from Al fur- 
ther fiitercourse, as any exile of Siberia could 
sustain ; while to those relatives who possessed 
money enough to visit their connexions on board 
the fleet, nothing but the contamination of a man- 
of-^war 8 lowe^ deck was open. 

How far the license here permitted, was calcu- 
lated to improve the morals of a people whose 
governors were at that time accustomed to make 
such a parade of their religious duties, it is not diffi- 
cult to gather. The junior offiicerslllad some com- 
punction for the imprisonment to which their crews 
were often subjected ; and in order to alleviate its 
hardships, followed their own notions, by allowing 
their men some intercourse with the more humaur 
isin^ portion of their fellow-creatures. Their notions 
weTO peculiar for a moral people certainly, since 
alfodit evex^iiie^an^ and in some ships the wh<^ 
of the warr^ olficerig^ and the elder portion of the 
inidBhipine% were allowed to take onbpard females, 
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with ivfioifi tli€jr cohabited during the stay^Of the 
ehip in port. 

The evident objections to snch a course did^ it iu 
tr)iie, induce some captains to forbid this departure 
frotn all the acknowledged proprieties of Englidh 
life^; and then still more unfortunately arose scenes 
so disgraceful that even history blushes to mention 
them as having^ccurred among British subjects. 

Having now traced the baleful effects of this 
odious severity to its last deplorable climax, it is 
only necessary to remark Jbhat subsequent experi- 
ence has ^demonstrated the utter faj^)r on which 
it was ever adopted. In happier more rea* 
sonable times large parties of seamen, and in some 
Oases even the whole of one watch of a ship's 
company, have been permitted to leave their ships 
for eight-and-forty hours on leave of absdhoe to 
see their families ; and so far from any injury to 
the service having arisen therefrom, the perplexing 
offence of desertion has been found most materially 
to diminish, the moral character pf the seamen 
has greatly risen, and ships’ companies have not 
only become more cheerful in the discharge of 
their heavy duties in vessels where such liberty 
has been most practised, but feelings of attach- 
ment have afiten between the ’^officers and their 
crews that have added a treble pov^er to the effi- 
ciency of both. 

E^n at the very time of this mutiny some com* 
islanders were found sufficiently in advance of the 
knowledge of that day to act, of theif own acoord, 
on the reasonable principle contemplated hfihe 
Vjlews which Vrb'Aiere adVooMe; an|t4t is 
measure Of ^tice, to* nauJe a'w of^th^ 
who most ardently ad^etbd' andr^ exercised 



8PXTHBA1> AND TUB UORE. 4&l 

tbin : amongst others during the date war 

was, Lieutenant Obadiah Newell, then fii^st-lieute-* 
nant of a line-of-battle ship, an officer unsurpass- 
able for bravery, gentleness, worth, and skill ; and 
in later, and more peaceful eras, may ]^e mentioned 
the Honourable Captain Sir Robert and the 
Honourable Captain Frederick Spencer, both sons 
of the noble lord jpresiding over ^ Admiralty at 
the period to which our hjator^relates. Since 
then, experience has fully demonstrated that the 
second article of the Mutineers at the Nore would 
have been as harmless — nay even more— as bene^ 
ficial in its c^equences as it was just and natural 
in its demands. What then can we now think of 
the injustice of the nation that could hesitate in 
granting it? What db \ve not feel for those 
servai^ of their couq^y who pined and asked for 
it in vain ? 

The third article having been already discussed 
and condemned, we now arrive at the fourth— 
TUAT NO mPicem once pischaroep for nuscoNnooT 

SHOVPn AOATN BE FORCEP BACX ON RIS OPP 

After the details which we h|^ve already given, 
however^ of court martial justice, and that mode 
in which alone men were made responsible in any 
de^ee for the ensrmous power eii|jfusted to their 
hands, it is scarcely necessary to deduce thi^vident 
inference that the seamen must have suffered many 
cruelties frepa the return* of officers lyhose tyinn- 
mr infamojos conduct had once caused their 
dismisfalyand who on their |etum to their former^ 
^Miations would be more than likely to 
•mtli^di^propj^ severity all trhfi^ight have bf (p 
fub^rient their previous punwment and dii- 
n^mh no% mly* twefore, do hold the sea* 
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men inculpable foT having elluded to thie abuse 
Qf power, but we utterly dissent from the objec- 
tions "v^hich have-been made td this article, namely, 
that the prerogative would be insulted by regard- 
ing the consent of the crew before the sovereign 
should exercise the indisputable power of return- 
ing to the navy any officer whom he had already* 
adjudged disgr||pful toat. A much more reason- 
able objection may be urged against this stipula- 
tion of the mutineers ; greafly would it have been 
improved by converting it into an absolute prayer 
to the monarch, £liat no such very questionable 
exorcise of the royal clemency to' fin individual 
offender, and of royal wrong to a large and deserv- 
ing class, should ever be permitted to take place 
under any circumstances. Had the mutineers 
suggested that, in the milde^ cases of tyranny, a 
temporary absence from the service should be the 
sentence, and in the more flagrant instances that 
deserved exclusion, once pronounced, should never 
be revoked, they must have carried wi{li»them the 
support of every reflecting friend of humanity. 

The captain of ,a man-of-war is, for the time 
being, as despotic a sovereign as can easily be 
imagined : he certainly has not ventured often to 
take the lives ef his fpllow-subjipcts without any 
trial, tHbugh instances* even of this, have not 

* I have beeu infornwd hj a naval* ciffice^, ivliO' related the 
anecdote by way of commendation, that a great commander, 
whose eorvieps at the end of the war were rewarded with a 
peerage, performed the o||pe8 9! jndge and exocutiqn^f in the 
following summary mann ew had eome aft upon tJ% 

quarter-deck to badness of their wine, 

was of the Canary wJ**ch they alleged to have jisroyed 

sour, or some similar complaint ; wine being at this time served 
out on hoard the fleet, when rum, which t^e sailore jwe-’' 
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beeti wanting ; but for evory^inferior punishment^ 
with the exception of flogging round the fleet, he 
is at once both judge and jury — witness and pro- 
secutor, if he pleases. What then is so rebellious 
in the sea air to establish this 03ttraordinary 
difference betWeem naval and military discipline, 
making the latter so much the milder of the two ? 

The military service ought to be the more 
difficult to govern, for there all tlie temptations of 
the shore are constantly at hand, and desertion is sev 
much more infinitely easy, yet no soldier is sYibjeet 
to corporal punishment without having been pre^ 
viodsly tried by a court" martial of his officers of 
different ranks. » The difference in the system may 
appear to some to have arisen from this fact, that 

ferred, was not procurable. After the first or second complaint, 
this officer hailed another ship in the same fleet, to know 
whether any complaint had been made of their wine, which had 
been fterved out at the same time ? The ansvicr was, No. On 
the following day the same party came aft on the quarter-deck 
to repeat the complaint in the name of the crew, on which occasion 
the result was, that the great commander drew his sword and 
ran tho complainant thiough the body, having suddenly found 
that the Coniplainant was guilty of the crime of mutiny. If 
this anecdote be true, afid I have not the least donbt of it, one 
cannot but admire the qualities of this gteat commander, ^bo 
was able in one mod^ at least, to suipass Caesar himself,*— 
having thus detsetod if crime — summoned a court-martial— 
heard Hbe ovidonce— adjudged the culprit*— and proved tho 
doomsman— aU in his owiy person, and in the Coui'se of a few 
seconds. As his lordship Aver cither received a medal for 
this heroic 4ecd, nor^wospnt upon his trial for its commission, 
wC presume that his m^esty did no^ think it accessary to 
include it amongSb the list of his bthfer victories. An English 
lawyer may, however, be perinitt^ to regre^t that the want of 
any ttlal jweeindes the world from'^Jcnowii^ whether the atten- 
dant t^umstancos of jthe case were such as would have led an 
Ehgiish Jury to return kpon hiS ldrdshij(> a verdict, of tpnrder'or 
of hoiosidde* ^ ^ 



164 TO» MtfTlNy AT 

tb0 f^rxny are consta^ly subject to the wholesome 
rerisiou of their fellow citizens, who become 
acquainted with all parties in its ranks Wough 
the medium of the press; while the unfortunate 
seaman^ inclosed within the narrow ribs of the 
oak leviathan, must, if he meeta with a t 3 rrannical 
commander, run the risk of mutiny and hanging 
on the one side, or submission afid degradation^ 
carried perhaps even to death, on the other. 

From the possession of a pow^ so irrationally 
gigantic ^so wholly uncontrollable — so little re- 
sponsible, how few human minds are capable of 
escaping without contamination ! While, therefore, 
we blame the outrages into which it has led its 
possessors, the criminality should be laid less on 
the culprits than the system which corrupts them: 
the« point however fo be demonstrated, comes 
home equally forcible and sharp. 

The only guarantee possessed by the seamen 
abroad or the nation at home that their naval 
Goinmanders will not abuse their overgrown power, 
lies in this hope aIone,^that the humane feelings, 
honourable disposition, and just conscience of the 
possessors, will withstand the ^temptation to err, 
and under every disadvantage act rightly this 
being most indubitably the case, how entirely i$ 
t^s guarantee swept away, by restoring to all the 
flagrant power of the serrice, the very men ^ho 
have already proved themplvcs wantipg in those 
principles^ which form the only security which 
th^ can give for tl^eiirmoderatioii I 

It is a matter toonotoridus almost ft>r assertion^ 
that punishmeUlrardl|E> cori^ta the iphe^htprirh 
oiples of the aduU mind f iix these more enlightendl 
d^s of jurisprutdi^nce, mi a convict >l0alresvij}ic 
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of* Britain for transportation to a penal 
coloil^, Without owing his punishment to, at least, 
a second offence, and much more frequently to a 
six and even a twelve times repeated crime* 

From tliis, therefore, we perceive, that it is not 
merely condemning a man to abjure his station 
for a few months, or even years, that cam alter 
thosei» habits of, action and temper which have 
grown up during the whole of his previous exist- 
ence|^nd must form either the honest man or the 
thiei^!^the tyraqt or the humane commander* 
From tho^wiiole of these premises it is finally 
impossible to say, that the seaman had not a very 
deep and just ground of citnplaint in the article 
we have just been discussing^ we now arrive at 
the demand, as put forth by the seamen in article 
five, that an advance of pay should be ipade to 
impressed men. 

After the remarks which, in the beginning of 
these pages, we devoted to the system of impress- 
ment, it is hardly necessary to repeat the repro- 
bation already expressed of that anomalous disgrace 
to the British constitution. As howewer it was h 
monstrosity, to the hideous nature of which time 
had gradually accustomed the sufferers, it might 
fairly be supposed that the most strenuous sup- 
poi^t^s of impressment would admit thepropri^f 
of the sailors’ modest and simple request ^ 
That any man, siid<i|dy taken ^from othe^ ties 
and occupations, should^ dragged on bopd a^btp 
to risk his life, limbs, and liberty, without a 
moments notice, ds su&ciently revolting ; but 
mbfio feeling mti^t have reached the last and moM 
tifegrading pitch of selfishness, when any doubt 
eoiUd be entertained that such outraged beings 
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were entitled to an advance of pay to eqpip them- 
selves with a few necessaries : a more moftrate 
or more just demand than this article was never 
yet put forth by any set of men, however slightly 
wronged they might be. 

The sixth article has be^n already given lip, as 
utiwofthy of the company in which it is found. 

The seventh merely demands a more equal dis- 
tribution of prize-money ; and of the perfect and 
entire justice of such a requisition, after th^^spe- 
cimen .given a few pages back, ut is unnecessary 
to add one word further in support. 

’ W e now arrive at the last demand made by the 
mutineers at the Nor# Article eight affirms that 
the system of discipline and the articles of war are 
unnecessarily severe, ^ and require relaxation in 
or4er to disabuse seamen in general of the preju* 
dice which the name of the king's service had 
inspired. 

Now that the blind bigotry of a despotic period 
has passed away, and absolutism has lost for its 
oppression the- grand excuse of war, experience at 
length lays ftarg the folly before" us, and the cruelty 
of the vanished style of government, A gradual 
system of amelioration his proved nature to be a 
lesfil dangerous legislator than the empirici^ of 
p^y had asserted ; how forcible a lesaopi, is 
conveyed to any- candid mind, by the uninten- 
tional developm^nt‘of th^aval code of 1796, and 
the ,#esults that it produ^ to the country 1 

This last article of the Nore requisition, in its 
immense scope, embraces more or less eVeiy 
demand that precedes it. We here find the 
seamen of a large fleet, who had never before been 
^nown to'complain, in direct terms, of the cruelty 
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of their punishments, proclaiming to the world 
the severity of the system to bo such, as not only 
to distress and irritate the immediate sufferers, 
bnt to spread a terror of its working throughout 
the only class by which the naval service of the 
empire was to be supplied. 

Whether the men were correct in their estimate 
or not may best be decided from the Articles of 
War themselves, which we have subjoined in tho 
appendix. That the system did really produce 
the terror attributed to it no one can doubt, since 
tlie British fleets were only t^ be manned by the 
aid of pressgangs, the ill-fatod victims of which 
were torn from every tie at home,^to meet with 
every privation, suftering, and injustice abroad. 

We will not liere anticipate those remarks 
which wc intend to dedicate to a picture of tho 
British navy, such as it ought in all justice and 
reason to be. For the present it is sufficient to 
reflect on the sanguinary la#s which govern that 
service, their, absence from any control from the 
civil power, and the mockery of justice which 
proceeds in their courts-maitial, to arrive most 
indisputably at the conclusion, that the seamen 
did not step beyond tils bounds of truth in the 
last demand, wherein they asserted that the Arti« 
ole^of War, and the whole mode of carrying them 
out, were most injuriously harsh and imperatively 
requiring*' ifvision. 
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CHAPTER TII. 

To tiro demands of the* mutineers, the Lords 
Oommissioners of tho Admiralty on the 22d of 
May, replied, t|jir<y^gh the medium of Charles 
Buckner, Vice-Admiral of the White, who ad- 
dressed to hia fleet tlje following letter : — 

Sheorness, May 27, 1797. 

In pursuance of orders communicated to me by 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, I am 
djirected to acquaint the crews of his Majesty's 
vessels at the Nore and Sheerness, that after the 
very liberal attention of his Majesty Jn iQcreaslng 
the wages and provisions of the seamen and ma^ 
rines in his Majesty's service, for which they 
have in general expressed themselves not only 
satisfied, but highly gratlful, their Loyrdships are 
exti^emely surprised to find the seamen and ma^ 
rinj^s of his Majesty's ships at the Nore and Sheer- 
ness should be still in a state ^of disobedience, and 
bringing forward further^ requests 5 4h«r Lmrd- 
ships have therefore commanded me to inform yon, 
that since all that eonld reasonably be expected by 
the seamen and marines bas already been granted 
'them^ their Lordships cannot acoada to any such 
m^nest* 

With respect to the first akick of thf oonditicms 
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presented by the seamen and marines at this port^ 
their Lordships direct me to inform a^ has 
already bee|t explicitly declared, that all addi* 
tioncd allowances of wages and provisions, and 
every other regulation announced at Portsmouth, 
have been established Jby bis Majesty's order in 
Council, and by Act of Parliament, and extended 
to all seamen and marines in his Majesty's service. 
That, with respect to the second article of tho 
said conditions, the nature of the servicrfHn time 
of war does not admit of the men having leave to 
go to their families, except upder very^particulai" 

^ circumstances, of which the Captains, or other 
superior K)fBcers, alone can ju'dge; that with re- 
spect to the third and fifth Articles, the ship's 
company shall l^e paid in the manner pointed out 
by tlie several Acts of Parliament at present in 
force for the encouragement of seamen and marines 
employed in his Majesty's Service, as they always 
are,' unless some very Urgent necessity prevents 
it ; but^. as it ever has been the practice of the 
Service to show attention to those who, with tfie 
true spirit of British "'seameh, vMuntarily stand 
forth in^ defence of theti» country, their Lordships 
are desirous of giving 'livery possible encourage- 
ment to volunteers ; and it is not their intention to 
iimot that advance should bo paid to impiressed 
ine8.t 

With retpect to the fpnrth Article, all arrange- 
ments Concerning the officers to be employed in 
the ships of the squadron must be settled by the 
Admird or Commanding Officer ‘for the tjme^ 
being/ eonforisllebly to $be instructions of their 
Lor&bips, according jko the curcumstances of each 
patti^umr place. 



m ^ AT 

eixtK Article, if it should 
fe^lm Mi^esty*! pleasure ;to pardon all who may 
hayo desOiffcd ^from liia Service iu^he Navy, it 
must be the^effect of his Majesty's royal clemency 
alone, and not of any requisition ; that, although 
their Lordships thought 4)roper to go to Ports- 
mouth for the purpose of^jobtaining more perfect 
information of the grievances which the seamen 
and marines m general might h^tve to represent, 
and of a^Sopting most expeditiously such measures 
as might be necessary, and granting such further 
indulgences as m,ight render their situation more 
comfortable, and enable them better to provide 
for the support of their families, no siipdar reason 
exists for their taking such a step on the present 
occasion. 

That the representations made at Portsmouth 
have been fully considered, and the regulations 
made in consequenoe have already been extended 
to the whole fleet, and established by the highest 
authority. Their Lordships therefore direct that 
it is to me and to the officers under whom you 
serve, that ships' companies are to look up, to 
whom their petitions are Always to be presented^ 
and through whom thein Lordships’ determina- 
tions are to be expected. 

It is their Lordships’ direction that I should 
also inform you that, notwithstanding all that you 
have donei his Majesty's most gracious pardon, 
and their Lordship’s order to all the officers tu 
bury in oblivion all that has passed, are now 
offered to you, which, should you refuse, yon t will 
have to answer for all the ^elanch||y consequences 
which must attoid^^our persisting in ths^ p?pesent 
state of disobedience and mutiny. 
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at Sheerness reflect that the rest of the fleets'haye 
returned to tlieir duty, and ^^.ve proceeded to sea 
in search of the enemies of their country, their 
Lordsliips have no doubt that they will no longer 
show themselves ungrateful for all that has so 
liberally been granted to them, but will strive who 
shall be the first to show his loyalty to his King, 
and his love to his tjountry, by returning to that 
state of obedience and discipline, with<mt which 
they cannot expect any longer to enjoy the con- 
fidence and good opinion of their country. 

(Signed) Charles Buckner, 

Vice-Admiral of the White, and Commander 
of his Majesty’s iShips and vessels m the 
river Medway and at the buoy off the Nore. 

In a crisis so momentous as the present it is 
only fair to infer that the foregoing letter, on 
which all hope of accommodation depended, would 
have received the most serious consideration, if it 
were not whqjly the production of the first minis- 
ter of the crown. Mr. Pitt must have had a sin- 
gularly happy conceptfcn of the words, loyalty 
|o the king and love to the country, when he 
seemed by this document to expect that the mere 
parading of such terms on paper was to charm 
back into the bonds of discipline those who had 
already risked their lives to redress their heavy 
grievances. The consequences of so puerile a 
production, that possessed neither the virtue of 
austerity nor the magic of conciliation, was 
q)eedily made manifest. 

Admiral Buckner having delivered to the dele- 
gates the answer sent in to their demand, allowed 

M 
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theim, accordin|; to some authorities, only ten 
minutes to decide on its adoption or rejection ; 
but instead of returning to their allegiance, as the 
frafners of the answer seemed to have contem- 
plated, the seamen rowed into the harbour, seized 
all the armed boats, and took care as they returned 
past the forts at Sheerness to discharge the contents 
of their separate bow-guns against the batteries, 
by way of defiance. In addition to this step, they 
not only* took no heed of the summons on their 
“ love of country,” affectingly as it was urged, but 
landed from time to time, to parade their strength 
through the neighbouring shores of Sheerness. 

On the 24th of May, Admiral Buckner, per- 
ceiving how completely his first document had 
failed in its object, put forth in tiie name of the 
government a second, which was nearly an echo 
of the former ; to which, certainly, the least 
justice that gan be done, is to allow such eloquence 
and argument to speak for themselves — to say 
nothing of the conciliatory nature of bad grammar 
in a “benevolent government.” 

To the Seamen and Marines of his Majesty's Ships at 
the Nore and at Sheerness, 

Sbeerness, May 24th, 1797. 

Pursuant to directions from the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, which I received 
this afternoon, 1 am again to call the^attention of 
the seamen and marines on board his Majesty's 
ships and vessels at the Nore and Sheerness, to 
the gracious ofifer already made to them, and to 
declare that I am instructed and authorised by 
their lordships ’ to repeat the ofifer of a pardon, 
which will include all ofifences committed by the 
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seamen and marines during the disorders that 
have and do prevail, on condition of their re- 
turning to their duty ; and when the seamen and 
marines aboveinentioned shall reflect that they 
have pledged themselves to be perfectly content 
with, and abide by, the determination of their 
friends at Portsmouth, who, sensible of tlie indul- 
gences granted to them, have returned with alacrity 
to their duty, and are now in pursuit of the enemies 
of their king and country, it is hoped that the 
seamen and marines % this port will no longer 
show themselves ungrateful for all that has been 
so liberally granted, and which have so completely 
satisfied the companies of his Majesty’s ships 
composing the Channel fleet, but on the contrary, 
that they will be forward in following so laudable 
an example, and cheerfuly express their readiness 
to accept his Majesty’s most gracious pardon, now 
oftered to them a second time, and to return to 
their duty like British seamen ; and I have also 
their lordships’ commands further to inform you 
that they do not see the propriety or expediency 
of their holding a Board of Admiralty at Sheerness; 
and that they do not mean to dncourage a repe- 
tition of demands by any further concession ; also 
that it now rests with l^he seamen and marines of 
his Majesty’s ships and vessels at the Nore and 
Sheerness to decide whether it may not bo foif 
their interest to return to their duty, and thereby 
avail themselves of his Majesty's most gracious 
pardon, rather than expose themselves to those 
consequences which must follow from their con- 
tinuance in a state of disobedience* 

(Signed) Charles Buckner, 

Vice-Admiral of the White, &c. &c. 

M 2 
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On receipt of this second letter, signed by Sir 
Charles Buckner, the delegates met in consultation 
as to what should be the most proper reply for 
them to make to the admiral. The resolution 
of government to grant them no particle of their 
demands, was received with extreme anger and 
dissatisfaction ; and they unanimously came to tlie 
determination to reject those offers of pardon 
which seemed to rely so much on their loyalty for 
a sovereign and love for a country which demanded 
every sacrifice from theii#of privation and even 
life, yet seemed bent on making the most niggardly 
return with which their necessities compell^ them 
to be satisfied. 

Whether such a system on the part of govern- 
ment was capable of praise— whether it was con- 
sonant with the most ordinary ideas of justice 
between man and man, is a matter of which 
posterity here have the very best materials for 
judging, but of which we, for our individual part, 
must ever entertain the greatest doubt. That a 
very different feeling may have prevailed in the 
days of absolute doctrines, is exceedingly possible ; 
the political ira{)ostors and jobbers who then 
supported goverment, laboured very hard to paint 
the monarchy as a sort of Juggernaut's car, beneath 
the gorgeous but oppressive wheels of which, the 
lower orders of the state were to esteem it a liap- 
jpiness if they could throw themselves, for that 
grinding into the dust, whicli was to produce 
honour to the idol and saintship to the slave. 
Now, however, when these absurdities are va- 
nishing from the mother country with the Suttee 
sacrifices from her colonies, it is to be hoped that 
the more rational doctrine of legislation which 
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hcos arisen, will take too firm a root ever again to 
be displaced. All governments that boast the 
name of freedom are, or should be, tho happy 
union of a powerful family, in which, though 
some are born with precedence before others, yet 
none are expected to perform services without 
adequate advantage ; and if restraint itfmposed 
and received on the one hand, it is only proper 
that proportionate advantages should compensate 
for it on the other. 

If the government thought the demands of the 
seamen exorbitant and unnatural, well and good : 
it was competent to them to state such an opinion, 
and on that issue to go to the country and to 
posterity which should succeed them. To pilt 
forward an argument, however, *that because the 
seamen at Spithead were contented with what 
had been already granted, the crews of tho Nore 
fleet were criminal in asking for more, is a pro- 
ceeding so contemptible to reason and irrecon- 
cilable with truth^iat it at once bealfe the stamp 
of that despotism^hich had already so impover- 
ished the ^country and striven so desperately to 
impair the constitution — ^the .despotism of an 
oligarchy, of which, the sovereign had so far for- 
gotten his interest and station as to put himself at 
the head. 

When the ^seamen at Spithead demanded a 
redress of their grievances, they certainly were the 
best judges of their own case, and the hardships 
under which they suffered ; but because this act 
of self-redress was novel, and they trembled as to 
how far it might succeed, and for this reason erred 
on the safe side by asking considerably less than 
that to which they .were fairly entitled, can any 
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rational party make this a ground of charging crime 
upon another and larger part of the fleet, who, 
having had no connexion with the first outbreak, 
and therefore no opportunity of representing their 
wrongs therein, and having moreover seen with 
what ease the first , series of requisitions were 
granted^did in their turn take their own oppor- 
tunity m making known their sufferings, and 
claiming a redress of them in like manner ? 

If any one should he so blinded by prejudice as 
to assert that such conduct was criminal, let him 
view the matter in a light that will at once make 
evident the full bearing of the question. Let us 
suppose that the mutineers at Spithead had only 
put forward as their sole pomplaint the. first 
requisition of their demands, and that the other 
four had been wholly omitted ; let us suppose 
that this first requisition had been granted by 
government, and that in a few days afterwards 
the Mutiny at the Nore had broken out, the 
delegates siftply confining thanselves to the other 
four demands, which we supjWe the mutineers at 
Spithead to have omitted. Would it, in this case, 
have been any argument against the Nore fleet to 
say. Your brethren at Spithead have been content 
with one demand, and now you make a second 
mutiny to ask for other four, and therefore we will 
not grant you one of your claims, because we are 
unable to see where your demands will stop ? yet 
this reasoning from^the government would not 
have been less fallacious — less absurd — less really 
cruel, than that which they absolutely did make, 
through the exquisite medium of Sir Charles 
Buckner, It must therefore be evident that on the 
intrinsic justice of the, Nore requisition, and on 
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this alone, can history judge fairly between the 
government and the fleet. 

Taking this as a test, we boldly jissert that 
even all the aggregated demands, both at the Nore 
and Spithea^, fell far short of that which a truly 
vdse government would, of its own accord, grant 
to a service so vitally necessary to Gre^ Britain 
as the British navy. One instance will suffice ; 
let us suppose that the seamen of the North- Sea 
fleet had insisted on the total suppression of all 
impressment — had held out for the impropriety of 
filling the fleet with the refuse of jails — and had 
declined to lift an anchor until a regular system 
of naval registration was instituted in England, by 
which the whole kingdom should fairly stand 
its chance of the perils of defending the commu^ 
nity at sea, or of sending substitutes, as in the 
case of the militia, to discharge this arduous 
service — who is there that must not admit, that 
demands even so extensive and important as these, 
amount, after all, tanothing more tha^n equitable 
claim ? yet compared with such an organic change 
in the constitution of the country, what but a 
mere trifle were the emendations which the seamen 
of the Nore asked, and the government refused, at 
the peril of the empire and the sacrifice of life ? 
Had the delegates on board the fleet possessed the 
ability to draw up a manifesto in which these 
points could have been fairly raised and argued, 
and the flimsy excuses of the government exposed, 
there can be no doubt that, prejudiced ’^nd over- 
awed as a great J portion of the' nation was at 
this period, a case so strong in its own right 
would have triumphed over even the illegal and 
improper manner in which it was put forward, 
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and the demands of the fleet have been at once 
granted. 

Unfortunately, however, for the seamen, this 
was not the case ; the delegates of the fleet had 
elected to be president of their coranyttee, a man 
named Richard Parker, one of their own body, 
but who, at a former period of life, had received 
such an imperfect education as just sufiiced to 
raise him above the level of the other delegates, 
without at all fitting him for the highly dangerous 
post he had been rash enough to undertake, and 
in undertaking which it was his doom to perish. 
Of the capacity of this man, and how far ho was 
likely to do credit or injury to the cause he 
conducted, we shall better be enabled to judge 
when his history and character come before us. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

While events were thus proceeding on board 
the fleet, the intense anxiety manifested by the 
whole nation amounted almost to convulsion ; it 
would be very diflicult to convey any adequate 
notion to distant times of the scene presented on 
shore, and of the all-pervading alarm that filled 
every bosom. Conscious as Englishmen were 
that upon the navy alone the kingdom must de- 
pend for all defence against invasion, it was moat 
natural that every proceeding among the seamen 
should be intensely watched as a matter of life 
and death, freedom or enslavement fo all. One 
subject alone engaged every lip, and formed the 
chief subject of all thoughts. 

Yet, while the urgency of being reconciled to 
our marines was so manifest to all eyes, so com- 
pletely the burden of every prayer, the minister 
was bent upon refusing every demand they had 
made with the haggling spirit of a slave merchant; 
cheapening the cost of human lives, instead of ap- 
plying to a crying grievance, that just remedy and 
fair redress, every opportunity of rendering which 
it was his undoubted duty, as an enlightened 
legislator, to hafe seized with avidity. 

In the interval between the close of the mutiny 
at Spithead and the explosion at the Nore, j)he 
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country was inundated by a flood of seditious 
pamphlets, not emanating from the seamen them- 
selves, although written in their name by • mis- 
chievous individuals, who sought to make the 
present occasion an instrument to excite the whole 
kingdom into a flame of rebellion. One of these 
miserable forgeries, entitled An Appeal of the 
Sailors on board Lord Bridport’s Fleet,” had 
attracted general attention, from its pointed allu- 
sions to Mr. Sheridan, and to the part he had 
uniformly taken in attempting to redress the cor- 
ruptions and hardships of the service, with an 
especial reference to his speech and proposition in 
‘the debate on the 9th of May. 

When matters had arrived at such a fearful 
state of hazard to the public safety, the distin- 
guished orator of whom we are speaking con- 
sidered it to be his duty to make a proposition 
u|)on the subject to the House, and gave notice 
accordingly^ but upon communicating the nature 
of his proposition to the government, reasons were 
urged which induced him to withdraw from his 
first intention. In explaining the case to the 
House, on the 26th of Msnr, he is reported to 
have said, his proposition was intended to have 
been of a conciliatory nature ; for he could not 
retract his former sentiments— that the seamen 
had been subject to the most foul and mischievous 
misrepresentations. It was a matter to be lamented, 
but he was convinced both by the style and mat*^ 
ter, that the manifesto to which he referred did 
not originate with the sailors ; but that it either 
was a forgery, or else the sailors^ had been made 
the dupes to the mal-purp6ses and artifices of 
others. Those persons, therefore, who believed it 
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to be the spontaneous production of the seamen, 
might not be astonished that the seamen should 
continue in a state of suspicion and insubordina- 
tion. But it smacked more of a circulating library 
than a forecastle. There was nothing in it of the 
British sailor. The rough, honest, manly con- 
formation which characterised the former publica- 
tions of the seamen was entirely extinct. With 
regard to that part of the manifesto which related 
to himself, Mr. Sheridan observed that it was 
plain he had never been misrepresented, for he 
had said that the concessions were no more than 
an act of justice ; that he regretted they had not 
been granted sooner, because above all he regretted^ 
the mode of application. It was true also, he 
said, the seamen had not been acting from their 
own feelings, but from the foul treachery of others; 
and in this opinion, however he might be abused, 
lie still persisted. Eor his own vindication, how*- 
ever, he thought it nec^gsary to state, that in the 
year 1786 he did twice bring in a bill, to which 
there were some reasonable objections, for thu 
benefit of seamen ; and the general plan of that 
bill he should perhaps at a future opportunity 
renew. All he had to state upon it at present 
was an opinion that, if that bill had been passed, 
the late disorders in the navy would have been 
prevented. So far was be from interposing any 
obstacle to the interests of the sailors, that he had 
always been their friend, and never more than 
now, when he desired to give them warning 
against the secret machination of the enemies of 
their country. If they expected the nation to be 
in safety without order and subordination among 
themselves on board the fleet, they might as well 
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expect their ships to sail without a rudder, or 
they might as well pull down their shrouds and 
masts and lay them on the deck,” The policy 
upon which Mr. Sheridan would have acted was 
riglit in its principle, and would have^beeu bene- 
ficial in its application. He rightly appreciated 
the stuff of which British sailors are made. He 
knew the sterling worth of their metal. He could 
have trusted to their soundness at the core. Acting 
upon such an opinion, his inference was correct — 
that the present position of the seamen in 
mutiny was unnatural, and framed by accidental 
circumstances. Reviewing these, he at once 
•penetrated the seat of the disease, by collecting 
together the mass of intolerable abuses, hardships, 
and miseries, to which the service was subjected ; 
and, therefore, he justly a)rrived at a true conclu- 
sion, that the restoration of health, order, and 
vigour to the right arm of tlie national greatness, 
was only to be accompjjshed by removing the 
festering sores of privation and ill-treatment, with 
ii firm reliance upon the honesty, faithfulness, and 
loyal affections of the sailors, as their character- 
istic qualities. ^ 

This would seem to have been his correct deci- 
sion upon the subject eleven ypars before the 
elements of evil had gathered strength enough to 
convulse the nation by a sudden and impetuous 
rupture. But unfortunately for the country and 
for the untarnished honour of the navy, his keen 
and statesmanlike perception ,was allowed to be 
wasted in pointing out dangers and in suggesting 
preventive remedies. The argument employed to 
baffle the clearness of his demonstrations was against 
the extent of reformation required, rather than a 
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denial of its necessity; that the vast machinery 
of our service afloat would be deranged by the 
wholesome changes demanded ; the constitution 
of our navy would sink under the appliances 
necessary for its restoration to its natural vigour ; 
and thus, by a wretched and narrow policy, the 
crying abuses of a monstrous system were per- 
mitted to make head without obstruction, until 
they forced a remedy through a general convulsion, 
efiusion of blood, and the retributive justice, as it 
was termed with mock gravity^ of the unsullied 
majesty of the law. But we are not to suppose 
that the originators of this enlightened policy did 
not deplore the illegal measures of intimidation and' 
mutiny, by which the sailors wore endeavouring 
to wrest their redress from the reluctant hands 
of the • executive ; on t the contrary, they were 
more than usually alive to the disgraceful neces- 
sity of supporting government with all moral and 
physical aids in their power, in tli« re-^establish- 
ment of authority, and for the discomfiture of 
ti*casonable designs ; nevertheless, with a rare 
combination of eloquence and truth, they insisted 
upon the inherent justice of the claims advanced, 
while they condemned most emphatically, as de- 
structive of all prosperity and fraught with infinite 
dan^r, the spirit of insubordination, by which 
the British nation was sought to be driven into 
compliance with demands, in themselves reason- 
able and just. In answer to the second letter 
of Admiral Buckner, Parker, with thef concur- 
rence of his fellow delegates, sent the following 
reply ; — 
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To the Lords Commissioners for executing the office of 
Lord High Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland^ 

I am commanded by the delegates of the whole 
fleet assembled in council, on board his Majesty *s 
ship Sandwich,^ to inform your lordships, that 
they have received your letter from Admiral 
Buckner, which informs them that it is not your 
intention of coming to Shcerness : the same has 
been communicated to his Majesty's ships and 
vessels lying here, and the determination of the 
whole is, that they will not come to any accom- 
modation until you appear at the Nore, and redress 
our grievances. 

(Signed) 

Richard Parker, President. 

By order of the CoRimittee of Delegates of 
the whole fleet. 

Hi6 Majeat/s ship Sandwich, May 25, 1797. 

Having despatched this answer, the delegates 
determined upon placing the difierent ships in a 
posture for defence. To prevent surprise they 
first unmoored with the whole fleet, and then 
moored again In two lines of bsttle, &8 though 
tf^ey would evince by this movement, their reso- 
lution to oppose any attempt which might be 
hazarded to force them to submission, while they 
were waiting, at the same time, passively as their 
ships themselves, the course of events, and the 
impre88it^to made upon ,the public mind by a 
inena<)ing attitude. It 'was also their design to 
strengthen themselves by an accession from other 
quarters. Admiral Duncap's fleet, consisting of 
fifteen sail 6f the line, was lying an Yarmouth 
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road^s ; seventeen delegates, therefore, sailed from 
the Nore on the night of Wednesday the 24 tb, 
with the view of inducing that powerful armament 
to make common cause with their brethren, and 
to join the mutinous fleet ; we shall mention the 
success of this expedition in its proper place. On 
Saturday, the 27th, fourteen delegates were com- 
missioned to enter the Thames and to secure the 
co-operation of any ships which might be lying in 
Long Beaoli. As they passed up the river the 
guns of Tilbury Fort were fired at them, and 
two of the number were captured by the inha- 
bitants of Gravesend, where they liad eflected a 
landing. Either by intimidation or from popular 
feeling, the tWo delegates were set at liberty 
after a few hours' custody, and succeeded in per- 
suading the Lancaster, 64, to join the confederacy; 
this ship, however, failed in dropping down to the 
Nore, although she evidenced a disposition and 
spared no exertion to efiect her purpose. In 
consequence of the alarm produced by the eruption 
of the mutineers into the Thames, the state of 
things on shore was one of preparation, terror, 
and excitement. Gravesend was reinforced with 


a lajge My of mm 

the batteries th^, and also at Tilbnry, were all 
manned, and the furnaces heated so^ as to be 
pr^^d with » supply of red-hot : balls if the 
^tineera should attempt to sail up the river, 
When the resi^noe made to their desianS was 
Mmmumcated by the delegates who bad returned 

®®“®***^ of the whole 
^t at Nore, the first impulse prompted them 
to send tw lme-df-battle ships for the protS 
tion of all vereeU inclined to job the mutbyj 
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but whether more important events, then upon the 
eve of taking place, divMed attention from this 
minor point, or whether the preparations for 
attack upon shore infused caution into their coun- 
sels, the design was abandoned, and the vessels at 
Long Reach lay unmolested, without the power, 
even if the will existed, of tiding down the river 
and anchoring at the Nore. 

At last the government was beginning to feel sen- 
sibly the panic which had seized the public mind, 
and to weigh with apprehension the responsibility 
of their situation. As the mutineers had made it 
a point to confer personally witli the Admiralty 
upon the subject of their grievances, ministers 
were led to expect a favourable result from con- 
cession in this particular. ‘‘ Lord Bridporfs 
fleet," said the delegates, ‘‘ were thought worthy 
of the presence of the board to invesugate their 
complaints: are we of less importance to our 
country in the hour of danger, or are our griev- 
ances more insignificant ?" To pacify this jealous 
spirit would be considered a step gained, and a 
basis for furth^ negotiations. On Saturday even- 
ing, the 27th of May, Earl Spencer, A-drairal 
Young, Lord Arden, and Mr. Marsden^ left the 
Admiralty for Sheerness ; and at twelve o'clock 
the same night an Admiralty-messenger followed, 
conveying his Majesty's proclamation, which of- 
fered a free pardon to all who might be induced 
to return to their duty. 

In the mean timb, on board the' fleet the orga- 
nisation was perfect. No man was permitted to 
leave his ship without a voucher, called a liberty- 
ticket, signed by one of the delegates ; and if any 
sailor were found ashore withom his ticket, he 
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was put under arrest until he could explain by 
what means he bad obtained leave of absence. 
In order also to prevent desertion, and to discover 
whether any seamen -belonging to the fleet had 
been smuggled aboard, vessels of every size and 
description were overhauled on their voyage either 
to Chatham or London. Each man of-war fur- 
nished two delegates, and each gun-boat one, to 
the general committee. Besides tjiie general com- 
mittee of the whole fleet, a particular committee 
in each vessel managed all affairs connected with 
its internal arrangements, and superintended the 
conduct of their respective delegates. 

If any charge of drunkenness, neglect of duty, 
or treachery, was substantiated against a delegate 
belonging to a particular ship, the general com- 
mittee both awarded and inflicted punishments in 
proportion to the magnitude of the offence. All 
the superior officers having been deprived of their 
authority, and maintained indeed under a sort of 
honourable imprisonment, the efficient command 
pf the vessel devolved upon the captain of the 
forecastle, although nominally the management of 
the ve^ rested with its committee. 

The Rowing is a copy of the rules and orders 
issued by the delegates for the observance of the 
fleet 


RiiUs and Orders, 

1. Every ship shall diligently keep ^ a quarter- 
watch ; and ilaan found below in bis w^tch 
shall bo severely punished, 

Every ship^idiaU giye three cheers morning 
anil evening. 

iSto hamm shall ^be p^miited to go on shore 

N 
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from any «liip, but a 9 many come in ae 
please. 

4. Any person attempting to bring liquor into 
the ship, or any person found drunk, shall bo 
severely punished. 

5* ^be greatest attention to be paid to the 
cere' orders. Any person failing in the respect 
dpo to them, or neglecting their duty, shall be 
severely punished. 

6. Every seaman and marine shall take an oath 
of fidelity, not only to themselves but to the fleet 
in general. 

7. No ship shall lift their anchors to proceed 
from this port, until the desires of the fleet be 
satisfied. 

B. That there be no liberty gi^en from ship to 
ship tfli are settled. 

fTo piiivate letters to be sent on shore. 

The delegai^S had been selected, of course, for 
those qualities which are most attractive in a 
sailor 8 judgment. 

They were men who, from their superior sea- 
manship, daring, and nerve, had acquire^ moral 
and physical ascendancy on board their ;^pective 
vessels. While the communication with Ine shore 
was still open, the delegates assem'^led didly in the 
town of Sheerness, where they hehi ^eir confer- 
ence, and debated upon the position of their aflairs. 
A^er the business had been despatcbied, l^arker, 
ntylpd the adjnirS'i of the fleet,” preceded by one 
carrying the enmson flac, the symbol of mutiny, 
paraded at hie eoUeaguesThead iktpv^h the streets, 
in defiance of all power, whetb^ tivil or military. 
^ In the m^au tim^, the eyes of the n#ion ^ere 
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fixed with anxiety and hope upon the issue of the 
Admiralty expedition: indeed the first accounts 
were such as to lead to the assurance that the 
presence of Earl Spencer and his brother^commis* 
sioners had allayed discontent in the minds of the 
majority of the complainants. These expecta* 
tions, however. Were doomed to be disappointed. 
On ^Monday the filst, the delegates conferred witli 
the Admiralty three several times in the course 
of the day. 

' Emboldened by the concession made to »tbeir 
first proposition, and construing the presence of 
the Admiralty- board at Sheemess, to be a mark of 
weakness and fear upon the part of the govern* 
ment, rather thjfitt any advance towards an adjust- 
ment of the matters in debate, they are said to 
have conduced themsdves insolently towards Eistrl 
Spencer and Admiral Buckner. They taiunted the 
latter |[entleman with degradation and want of 
authority, because liis flag was struck, and repre- 
sented his interference with their concerns as an 
act of impertinence. Besides this gross misbe- 
haviour, moreover, they are said to have framed 
supplementary articles in addition to their ol*igina! 
deman<^ | but the evidence of this is doubtful. 

The usual intoxicatiiig effects of suddenly ac- 
quired authority seem rapidly to have betrayed 
the unfortunate seamen; and the moderation, 
which had Characterised the < first annoancement 
of their grievances, began to disappear under the 
inflmmoe^of that power, winch, seism and widded 
by uneducated mfnds, had evidently to their per- 
ceptions alaixhed^Wth the administration and the 
cmmlry^ Tl^e troth ie^ that tjbo bbst of causes 
and im purest motives will not avail to ccun^r- 
jr 2 
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poise excited passions and the \veakness of human 
nature, when the usual boundaries of society 
have been once Overstepped * by men unaccus^ 
tomed to command, or to understand the conse- 
quences of their actions. Earl Spencer informed 
them, that if they would embracq the provisions 
which had been made for them by the legisla^ 
ture, and return to their duty, he w’ould take 
care that they should enjoy all the benefits which 
had been secured by recent acts of parliament 
to tho navy in general; but that, so Tong as 
they persisted in maintaining a mutinous atti- 
tude,^© concession of any description could be 
yielded to their importunity. 

Upon this declaration, the comiWttee retired to 
consult whether they should hold out ip their 
resistance, or throw themselves upon the mercy of 
their sovereign, and trust solely to tl^e justice of 
their cause for ultimate redress. A violent debate 
ensued, in which the more daring and desperate 
alternative prevailed. They said that they con- 
sidered themi^elves to be marked out for destruction, 
and they thought tjiftt they might as well die in 
that c^se as in any other. 

During the last interview, at six in the evening, 
the hoard informed the delegates that the kings 
pardon was all that could be granted them, nor 
indeed so much, unless they should immediately 
make their submiaoion. This ultimatum caused 
the greatest dissatisfaction, and it became evident 
that ^ iirrangement, upon any possible terms^ was 
not ^ to he expJSted. Tim lor^s commisafoners 
liekreupon retmmed to*London, ordered 

Sheerness a state of completejd^noft 

and all pommwm^tm^ to be cut off bet^ee;^ 
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and the fleet. Far this purpose, artillery and 
ammunition were despatched from Chatham ; the 
batteries were manned, au<fthe furnaces heated for 
red-hot balls, to frustrate any^ attempt upon the 
part of the sailors to land. Any supply of fresh 
provisions to the fleet was prohibited : and in 
order to prevent more ships from being taken out 
of the harbour, all the pier-heads in the dock-yard 
which projected towards the mouth of the Medway 
were planted with cannon. The women and 
children, together with all persons whose business 
permitted them to leave, ikstrted the town, which, 
at every point, presented 1ilie appearance of » place 
besieged. 

We mfist not suppose that the crews of all the 
vessels were unanimous in their adhesion to the 
mhtiny ; some might have been overawed by the 
threats of the more impetuous, or by the com- 
manding position of those sUps in which the 
rebellious spirit was raging with greater intensity; 
others, although acknowledging the force of their 
mevancos, might have hesitated eiththr|n pressing 
Sieir demands so imperiously upon the govern- 
ment, or would have been satisfied Vith the bene- 
fits already conferred upon the service in general 
as an eameet of future amelibratione. 

Besides, it should be remembered that the 
officers, although deprived of coi^mand, were still 
on board the fleet ; their present, even although 
silence was imposed upon them,n%ht have cheered 
the wavering and eneouraged thc^e to repentance 
who thought tesistance had been already carri^ 
too far. But wT^dtever causes" might have been in 
op«»ation,sereralveSseIsonlyWaitedtheopperfun^ 
to 4s(^pe ivithoflt^ddmage; for if an!^ particular 



THE MUTINY AT 


18 ^ 

ship fell utider suspicion, she was immediate^ 
OTdered to take up a position, ebmmanded by the 
heavy guns of the fleet. The Sandwich, 94, 
Patker's ship, and* the head-quarters of the dele- 
gates, watched the motions of the rest with 
unwearied vigilance. Notwithstanding the pre- 
caution exercised, early on the morning of the 
30th, the Clyde frigate sailed through the fleet 
and made her escape into harbour. On the same 
morning, when the usual signal was giyen by the 
Sandwich for the delegates to assemble m council, 
it was acknowledged ^nd repeated by the rest of 
the flil^t, except the St. Fioren^so, a vessel commis- 
sioned to carry out the Princess Royal, who had 
been recently married to the Grand Duke of Wur- 
temberg. About noon, whpn the boatswain's 
whistle piped all hands to dinner, the St. PioiMco 
cut her cables, and got under weigh without loss 
of time. Notwithstanding the surprise of the 
moment, she was raked by the fire of ail the guns 
which could be brought to bear upon fier^ as she 
passed th]^t%h the fleet, ahd sustained considerable 
damage in her rigging and her main and fOre chains. 

Gallantly steering her course, undismayed by 
the curSes and shot levelled at her,' and answer- 
ing the shouts of mortification with w voHey 
of cheOm, she sailed for Harwich with all her 
edlburs flying. This successful attempt at deser- 
tion,' on the^ part of two considerable vessel% 
threw disdaay aiifl'confasion into the hOart of thb 
confederacy r is the supposition improbabte, 
that unless Other events had occurred to htspire 
feesh oonfidonc% the Mutiny at ^tbe NoreWoidd 
have been suppressed.^ But unfortunately, 
the deserting vessels had scarcely made^^qr were 
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in the act of making their escape, when their 
places were supplied %y a strong accession of 
force from the North Sea fleet* We have meu'^ 
tioned before, that on the 24th, a 'deputation was 
sent from the Nore to request the co-operation 
of the ships composing tho fleet, then lying in 
Yarmouth-roads, under the^command of Admiral 
Duncan. The mutineers seized upon tho <?ygnet 
sloop of war to carry tha^i round, and arrived in 
the road|^ust as the fleet was putting to sea. 
The admmtl took tho delegates on board his own 
ship, and ordered the Cygnet to sail in company 
for the Texel. This wise measure, howo^^ did 
hot prevent tho crew of the flag-ship, tho V ene- 
rable, 74> from breaking out into mutiny* They 
mounted the rigging, manned the yards, and 
gave three cheers. By the exerqise of firmness, 
tempered with discretion, insuhordination was 
speedily, suppressed, but it was evident that 
^isafleotion had caught the other ships, and 
prevailed "extensively Uiroughout the whole fleet 
The edmfral was becaAed outside the sands off 
Yarmouth, and gave the signal to anchor, which 
was obeyed by all the ships except the ^taxidardand 
Belliqueux, each of 64^gun$. These two returned 
int^ Yarmoutlv-roads and on the next day, 
when the signal was made to get %nda^ weigh, 
the Agamemnon cut her cable, ^d the remainder 
of the fleet set sail and stood oP^to the eastward, 
Ni^ving the admiral with the Venerable mid the 
Adamant, t6 proceed upon his voyage to the 
Tm;:eL ^ Tuesday evening the 30tfa, between 
Ibe hours of two and sev^, tfie deserters from the 
North Sea fleet came dropping down to Sheemess, 
oneafter another p succ^sion ; immadiatdy upon 
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tU^ir arrival within hail of the mutineers, they 
hoisted the red flag, manned the yards, and sig- 
nified their adhesion by tumultuous cheering. The 
Montague, the Standard, the Lion, with four or 
five others, were at anchor by night-fall. 

Notwithstanding the strong reinforcement from 
the North Sea fleet, the loss of their confederates 
and the formidable preparations for defence 
on ahore, abated the energy of the mutineers, 
damped their ardour, and scattered tlm seeds of 
jealpusy and mistrust. They lowered Jpthe same 
time^bpth their language and their terms. On 
the a||;6rnoon of the 3 1st, the delegates sent a 
boat, with a^ flag of truce, to seek an interview 
with Coipmissioner Hartwell, at bis house in 
the dockyard, and there, in the presence of 
several officers,^ they agreed to return to their 
duty, upon condition of receiving two months' 
pay in advance, to supply them with clothing, of 
which they represented themselves to stand in 
great necessity, together with his Majesty's most 
gracious pardon. The cAnmissioner, to test the 
sincerity of their proposition, accompanied the 
delegated on-board the fleet, and having reteived 
the acquiescence of all the ships 4o the terms 
mentioned, left Sheerness for London with a gro- 
mise to exCit all his Jnfluepoe to^ procure the 
desired conditipi^of which he entertained great 
hopes, froln the :ff|ouFable impression likely bo be 
mide the Admiralty by the altered langi^e 
aim demeanour of the seamen, Fpon the ap^ival 
of Mr* Commissioner Hartwell in town, a cabinet 
oouncil, summoned i^peciaJUy taft ttie pUipose^ sat 
for three honrs^ in deliberation ttpon th4 course to 
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^ The result was, a determination upon the part 
of the goyernment to ml^ke no further concessions, 
but on the contrary to exact an ^unqualified sub- 
missioiK 

Mr. Stow, secretary to Admiral Buckner, who 
had -accompanied the commissioner to London, 
returned to Sheerness charged with the reply to* 
the negotiation. Whether this policy were sound 
or not, may be a question ; whether, even at this 
eleventh hour, a parliamentary inquiry into the 
origin of the mutiny, accompanied by^n inclina- 
tion to redress grievances, proved upon investiga- 
tion to be real, might not even then havoiitayed 
the progress of this alarming rebellion, is a pro- 
blem, submitted to the readers judgment for 
solution. 

But, whatever were the conclusions adopted 
by the country, with respect to* the wisdom of 
the minister’s decision, all parties seetned to con- 
cur in the necessity of tendering their support to 
bloody and relentless measures* Melahchmy and 
alarm, mixed with mut!h obstinacy, pervaded all 
ranks of society, from the highest to the lowest ; 
and although public feeling had not yet aitaihed 
its climax of fear for the consequences, yet it was 
arousing itself to a sense of danger, out of which 
selfish pugnacity i^as not quit6 the wihest means to 
extricate me commonwealth. *0^hursd^ the 1st 
of June, the ohancelfor of the e^hequer^rought 
down to the House of Commons a message frOm 
his Majesty, concerning the mutiny on board the 
fleet, which was read and ordered to be taken 
into conside^ato^ the next day< Mr« Secretary 
Hnndas also laid on 'the' table a proclamation 
which bad been distributed in the sea-porta' of 
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the kingdom. Lord Granville presented in the 
House of Lords the same documents> which 
follow: — 

«G. R. 

It' is with the deepest concern his M^esty 
acquaints the House of Commons that the conduct 
of the crews of some of the ships now at the Nore^ 
in persisting in the most violent and treasonable 
acts of mutiny and disobedience, notwithstanding 
the full extension to them of all the benefits which 
had been accepted with gratitude by the rest of 
his Majesty's fleet, and notwithstanding the rer 
peated offers of his ]V|ajesty s gracious pardon on 
their returning to their duty, have compelled his 
Majesty to call on all his faithful subjects, 4o give 
their utmost a|sistance in repressing such im'^ 
gerous and criminal proceedings. His Majesty 
baa directed a copy of the proclamation whi^ 
he has issued for this purpose to be laid before 
the House, and he cannot doubt that his Parlia- 
ment will adopt with readiness and decision every 
measure which can tend ^ at this important con^ 
juncture to provide for the public security ; and 
his Majesty particularly recommends it to the 
consideration of Parliament to make more effectual 
provision for the prevention %nd punishment of 
all trait^dus attopts to excqte sedition and mu* 
tiny in ms Maje^y's service, or to withdraw any 
part of his Majesty’s forces by sea iOr land from 
their duty and allegiance to him, and from that 
obedience and discipline which am so important 
to the prosperity and the .safeiy.ofi the Briti^ 
empire/'.' 
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Proctiinathn, 

G. R. 

(L. S ) Whereas it lias been represented unto 
us, that notwithstanding the declarations made in 
our name, and by our authority — by our Lords 
Commissioners of our Admiralty, of our gracious 
intentions to recommend to the consideration of 
Parliament, to augment the wages and allowances 
of the seamen and marines of our fleet, which our 
gracious intentions and declarations have since 
been carried into efiect by an act of parliament^ 
and notwithstanding the communication made by 
our right trusty and well-beloved cousin and 
counseuor, Richard, Earl Howe, admiral of our 
flpet, of our graciotis intentions towards tire sea- 
men and marines of our fleet, ^for the pardon of 
the oflences by them committed, and our royal 
proclamation thereupon bearing date the 11th day 
of May instant, and notwithstanding the senti- 
ments of dutytind gratitude with which the same 
were received by the seamen and marines of our 
other squadrons ; yet the crews on board certain 
bf our ^ips at the Nore, have not only, since the 
fxill manifestation of all these our gracious inten- 
tions and declarations, been guilty of divers acts 
of mutiny and disobedieiice of orders, but have 
even proceeded to other acts of jtbe mos|dieinous 
and treasonable nature by firing upon some of our 
^ips, in order to compel them to submit to their 
dimtion^-have^ threatened and tiken measures 
for stopping thecomnferce of the kingdom passing 
to^aad firom th# port of London, and have, by 
terror^of their force, compelled two frigates todei^ 
rist firom executing a particular service, which by 



THE MUTIKY AT 


our order they were ^ected to perform ; vtey 
thluking it right to wara all our seameU and 
marines on board the said sliips, of the heinous 
nature of the offences by them committed, and of 
the dangerous consequences thereof to the spirit 
and discipline of the pritish navy, and to the 
welfare of their country as well as to their own 
safety, do hereby earnestly require and enjoin all 
our said seamen and marines, immediately on the 
notification of this our royal declaration, .to return 
to the regular discharge of their duty, as has 
already been^ done by the crews of our other 
squadrons and fleets stationed at Portsmouth and 
Plymouth, and elsewhere. 

‘‘And whereas we are well assured, that a 
great ^part of the seamen and^ marines on boai^d 
the said ships atdjhe Nore, abhor and detest the 
criminal proceedings which are still pers^tfed in t>tt 
board the said ships, and are desirous to return to 
their duty : 

“ Now we, being desirous to extend our gra-- 
cious intentions of pardon to all such seamen and 
mttrines, so serving on board our said ships at 
the Nore, who may have returned, or shall 
return, upon thn notification of this our Toyal 
declaration, to the regular and ordinary discharge 
of their duty,’ have authorised, and do hereby 
authorise and empower, our said Lords Commis- 
sioners of our Aamiralty, or any three of them, 
to signify to all such seamen and marines who 
mny have been guilty of any. of tho treasonable 
aets aforesaid, or of any mutiny, or disobedience 
of Oldens, or^neglfect of di^ty, and who Jiave re- 
tnfabd, or shall, upon notification hereof cto 
their x^Sp^tive ships, return to the resist 
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and ordinary discharge of their duty, our royal 
intentions to grant to All such seamen and ma- 
rines our most gracious pardon, and the promise 
in our name, to all such seamen and marines, who 
have so returned, or shall so return, to the regular 
and ordinary discharge of tlieir duty, our most 
gracious pardon accordingly. And we do hereby 
declare, that all such seamen and marines who 
shall have so returned, or shall so return, to their 
duty, and tp whom the said Lords Commissioners 
of our Admiralty, or any three of them, shall so 
promise our pardon, shall receive the same ac-' 
cordingly, and snail be discliarged and released 
from all prosecutions, imprisonments, and penal- 
ties incurred by reason of any of the acts afore- 
said, or by reason of any act of mutiny, or dis- 
obedience of orders, or any breach or neglect of 
duty previously committed by them, or any of 
them ; hSiby declaring, at the same time, that all 
such seaman and marines, who shall not take 
benefit of this our gracious pardon, shall, from 
lu^nceforth, be considered as liable, according to 
the nature of their offences, to ^uch punishmlnt 
as the articles of war and the law have provided, 
for the same. ^ 

Criven at c^r Court at St. James^ S7th 
d^y of May, 1797, in the 87th year of 
our reign. ,, 

his Majesty^s command, 

^ POETUAND^ 

In the mean time, the -resolution, of the gotern-^ 
ment to yield nuj^g to the claims Or gr^evai\ces 
funpjgjl^d p l^,iny> occasioned by their r 
infWons negl^t^ Cppr^mn, and foUy, 
the' delegates, as a matter of course, to acts of 
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ftesperation* They; proceeded to hold* mock 
ooprtC'^martial for the trial of of&cere and for 
the puhish^^nt of the refractory; veseels laden 
tiith provisions were stopped in transitu^ and 
eased of their cargoes : for since all supply from the 
shore bad been prohibited, no other means were 
at hand iBcr procuring fresh meat an^ Water, of 
which latlSr necessary, the want was already be- 
^nin^Ho be felt. tJpon the part of the autho- 
rities, great exertion was madia to place every 
tenable position in a formidable state* of defence. 
Sheerness was evacuated by Us inhabitants to 
afford accommodation for the ^garrison ; troops 
poured in &om all sides; a chain was thrown 
across the mouth of the harbour, to close the en- 
trance to the Medway ; red-hot balls were ready 
to be used at a moments notice; in case of any 
emergency ; the public treasure-chest wm removed 
to Chatham for safety ; and the mutifliers were 
pliblicly and officially branded with the title of 
pirates and rebels. Two more of Admiral Dun- 
ean^s fleet joined the confederate ships with red 
fla|[s flying ; and thus the whole number ef ships-* 
of^war |fien lying off Sheerness exceeded the ntim- 
bet/of twenty. 

* *On the 2ftd of June, Mr. Pitt rpse in his place 
in the House of Commons to m<fv6 the considera- 
tien oft bia Mej^ty's mes^e. The very ^neral 
and jtbaurd optnion, that the seamen had been 
^imper^ wi% by eeditiqus iidividuals, formed 
tb|ffrouttawo|5^ for his speech, and ffir ^'remedy 
he^oposed, 

strange to the unbind htsteriad^ re- 
the heat and ‘^rty-t^per ^f^tke 
that the^ goveminent should no 

enamoured of the rotten system fisting in the 
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<|oiiduot of savfd and J 9 ^ oonxinced of tho 

happy condition of the i^ailoAas to bo blind to the 
inconsistency of overlaying the British seaman's 
character v?ith % thick varnish of adulation oa 
account of his loyalty and sterling virtues, in order 
to refer to the successful artifices of Jacobins and 
traitorsa mutiny so determined that it defied de8truc<« 
tion rather than submit ! Was it not evident^ Bupi»' 
posing the^service to be heart-whole in its affecticdi 
to the thrpne/that spme deep and wide causes of 
discontent could alone have prevailed upon the 
whole naval armament of Great Britain to insist^ 
more or less, upon a redress of gmvancos, in 
theipselves altogether without poli^c^ cont]y^xion 
or party-feeling, and entirely concentrated in the 
administration of the service ? 

Mr, Pitt, however, either through blindness 
or hypocrisy, declining this view of the subject, 
proposed Ifeo restore health, vigour, and content, 
to the naty^ by attaching a greater severity of 
punishment than the easting law warranted to the 
drime of ' seducing my part of his Majesty's forces 
by sea or land from their duty and allegiance* 

Mr* Sheridan powerfully turned the canister's 
position ; and in a speech, of which it is a matter 
of deep regret wia possess only the meagre outiihie 
of a Juuwspaper report, dequently defended the 
foresight be had dis^si^d icom ^ fii^, m pro-* 
posing alsufiBinient rendedy/or th^ seHoiu disaf- 
vrHdi had^been creeping ^ietly but ceri« 
Mnl^ the naval service/^ unfit it had 

acquired a^ strength, a power, and an filipefusinty^ 
wMch threafefned to eclipse ttie glery of tboi^tire 
seaSerber marine supremacy 
awitekt^^m^iscyof ttrnwm^ aimthewar^ 



THIS MUTINY AT 


1D2 

He said “ that whatever difference in political 
opinion might prevail among gentlemen in that 
house, they had now arrived at an epoch, when 
Ins 'Majesty had an undoubted right to call uj)on 
all his subjects, of every class, rank, and descrip- 
tion, for their zealous co-operation in maintaining 
the duo execution of the laws, and in giving every 
possible efficiency to the measures of government. 
However justly it might be contended that there, 
did exist strong grounds of reprehension, and 
causes for future complaint, against tlie adminis- 
tration, yet such considerations were, in liis opi- 
nion, at th^t moment completely out of the ques- 
tion ; , and the house was now called upon to unite 
most earnestly with his Majesty against the fatal 
effects that might be produced by the perseverance 
in mutiny, and the dangerous disobedience of those 
ships, mentioned in his Majesty's most gracious 
message. He once had intended to submit to the 
house a proposition, the efficacy of which appeared 
to liis mind powerful enough, if adopted, to have 
prevented the subject of the present discussion 
from taking place. But such a measure was now 
become useless, and from the events which had 
since happened, improper to be applied as a 
remedy. He lamented that tlie proceedings of 
the lords-commissioners of the Admiralty had not 
proved successful ; but he was induced to believe 
that the failure arose in some degree •from the 
manner in which they were conducted. While 
some matters were granted, some were, refused ; 
and when a board of Admiralty had come down, 
after giving their refusal to the demands of tjie 
sailors in the first instance, nothing was, in con- 
sequence of such a compliance, apprehended as a 
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danger on the part of tlie seamen, however extra- 
vagant their terms might be. In alludiiig to the 
proposition which he meant to have submitted to 
the house, it was his intention to have moved for 
the appointment’ of a commission, composed of 
men of all parties and descriptions, who might in 
their proceedings have been empowered to exa- 
laiiie the clainis of the seamen, to have acceded to 
those that a])peared just and well-founded, and to 
have rejected those which were improper in their 
nature, and imjnudent and dang('rou8 to grant. 
Thus a commission formed in the way wliich he 
wished would have come at once to ,a definitive 
conclusion, by expressly stating, “ Wo have gone 
thus far in agreeing to your demands, and no fur- 
ther will we make concessions which we conceive 
both dangerous and unjust."' Though he sincerely 
deplored that the proposition had hot been carried 
into execution, he was ready to admit that it was 
now useless/ The fatal perseverance in the mutiny 
had placed the country in the situation described 
by the righi hon. gentleman (Mr. Pitt) ; and no 
person could feel more indignation against the foul 
incendiaries who had caused it than himself. He 
was at first induced to think that tlie mutineers 
had acted under the impulse of momentary delu- 
sion and mistake ; but their subsequent conduct 
convinced him that something more than delusion 
operated upon their minds, and that a rooted 
spirit of disobedience had taken the place those 
manly ai|ji loyal sentiments, witli whicli they had 
been on former occasions constantly animated^ If 
there was, indeed, a rot^ in the wooden walls of 
Old Englan^, decay and ultimate ruin could not 
be far distant. * 
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In the House of Lords, on the same evening, 
Lord Granville moved an address to his Majesty, 
conceived in the terms of the message, which was 
carried unanimously. 

A proclamation, of which the following is a copy, 
was sent to Sheerhess to be distributed in the 
fleet, and to be posted on the walls of the town. 


By the King. — A Proclamation for the Suppression of the 
%nutinotis and tre.asonahle Proceedings of the Crews of 
certain of our Ships at the Nore. 

George R. 

Whereas, upon the representation of our lords- 
commissioners of our Admiralty respecting the 
proceedings of the seamen and marines on board 
certain of our ships at the Nore, we were pleased 
to command our said lords-commissioners of our 
Admiralty to signify to the said seamen and ma- 
rines our g^racious intentions, expressed in our 
royal declaration under our sign manual, bearing 
date at St. James's the 27th day of May instant ; 
and whereas our right trusty and ♦right well- 
beloved cousin and councillor, George John, Earl 
Spencer, our trusty and well-beloved Charles 
George, Lord Arden, of our kingdom of Ireland, 
and William Young, Esquire, Rear-Admiral of 
the White, Ixeing three of the lords-commissioners 
of our Admiralty, did cause our gracious inten- 
tions, expressed in such our declaration, to be 
signified to . the crews of our ships at the Nore, 
and did require such crews to return to their due 
obedience acoordijigly ; and whereas it has been 
represented, to lis, that some of the crews of our 
said ships have been desirous of returning to their 
obedience accordingly, but have been prevented 
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from so doing by violence, and others of onr ships 
in the actual dis<*lrarge of their duty have been 
fired upon, and attempts have been made to pre- 
vent some of onr ships from proceeding according 
to the orilers of their commanders ; and whereas 
such continued perseverance in rebellious and 
treasonable attempts against our crown and dig- 
nity, alter repeat(>d admonitions and oilers of our 
gracious pardon, render it necessary for ns to call 
on all our loving subjects to be aiding and assist- 
ing in n'pressino the same, wo have thought fit, 
by the advice of our privy councils to issue this 
our royal proclamation, and we do iHjrcby strictly 
enjoin all our admirals, general, commanders, 
and olheers of our forces by sea and laud, ami all 
magistrates whatsoever, and all others our loving 
subjects, that they in their several stations do use 
their utmost endeavours, according to law, to 
suppress all such mutinous and treasonable pro- 
ceedings, and to use all lawful means to bring 
the persons concerned therein, their aidcTs and 
abettors, to# justice ; and we do hereby strictly 
enjoin and command all our loving subjects what- 
soever not to give any aid, comfort, assistance, or 
eneouragenicnt whatsoever, to any person or per- 
sons concerned in any such mutinous and treason- 
able proceedings, as they will answer the same at 
their peril ; and also to the utmost of tlicir power, 
And according to law, to prevent all other persons 
from giving any such aid, assistance, comfort, or 
encouragement. 

Given at our court at St. James’s, Ihe 31st 
day of May, 1797, and in the 37th year 
of our reign. 

God save the King, 
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The admiral’s barge conveyed the proclamation 
on board the fleet. The delegates, having received 
it, withheld the contents from the sailors until its 
merits had been canvassed in committee. This 
undue assumption of authority was not relished 
by the diflerent crows; and the jealousy occa- 
sioned by the conduct of the delegates in this 
matter speedily took the form of a serious quarrel. 
When the discord and tumult were allayed, it 
was decided to rtyect both the terms of the 
pardon, and the overtures of the government. 
The president, in convoying the public sense of 
the fleet to- the admiral, w’ent so far as to state 
that the })roclamation was a foolish production, 
and calculated only to vex and irritate honest 
men. 

The plans of the delegates instantly acquired 
method and consistency. Tliey caused all tho 
ships, except two or three frigates unfit for sea, 
to take up their station off the Great Nore, and 
to prohibit communication with the mouth of tho 
Thames. With this design tho Standard, 64, 
Brilliant frigate, 28, tho Inspector and Swan, both 
sloops of- war, extended a chain of prohibition 
across the Thames, from the Nore Sand to the 
town of Southend, and as cftectually impeded the 
commerce of the most opulent city in the world, 
as though an enemy's fleet, too strong for opposi- 
tion, were sweeping the- Channel and maintaining 
a strict blockade. The fishing-boats, however, 
were permitted to ply ; and a favoured nterchant- 
man, frW caprice or ^ show of indulgence, was 
now and then allowed to sail up the river to her 
destination, under an order signed Richawi Par- 
ker, President/' This bold measure paralysed the 
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commercial world, and struck terror into the most 
stout-hearted f(»r the consequences wdiich might 
bo naturally expected to follow. Merehandiso of 
immense value, the expcjrt and import trade of 
the first city in the kingdom — vessels, cargoes, 
and crews — were in the hands, and under the 
guns, of men driven into open relx'llion, at the 
outset, hy negligence, persecution, and injustice. 
Hero was an opportunity for the dictation of 
terms — here the means of retaliation : to sink, 
destroy, and plunder — to strike the government 
in its weakest part — unstring tlie national sinews ; 
and Kuider those, who turned away from re- 
spectful entreaty, the first now to acknowledge 
the sailor's rights, and to grant redress, 8uch 
iniglit have been the vindictive feeling and 
the reasoning of the goaded and calumniated, 
though not blameless, seamen. But tiiii victims 
of the British navy were men, whose noble spirits 
and dearest affections had writlujd and groaned, 
through years of negk'ctcd ixmionstrance, under 
substantial wrongs ; these, in the highest pitch of 
exasperation, wlien desjiair and the certain results 
of their conduct stared them in the face, respected 
the property of their countrymen (except in cases 
where provision fell in their way), preserved in- 
violate their attachment to the flag under which 
they served, and even punished any confederate 
who might speak contemptuously of their king. 
Every step we proceed adds a link to the strength 
of our original jirbposition, that the mutiny was 
primarily the effect not of a disloyal |‘epugnance 
to constituted authority, but of a determined 
resistance to acts of oppression, cruelty, and hard 
usage, which human nature liad sustained so far 
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reluctantly, and in the end could bear no longer. 
What (5ternal disgrace, .then, must for ever rest 
on the minister and parliament of the day for 
creating such peril to the empire, in order to per- 
sist in such crying oppression ? 

Under this portentous and gloomy aspect of 
affairs, tlie three per cent, consols fell and remained 
at forty-five and a half; and for a few days the 
nation seemed to be panic-stricken. The first 
fear was, lest the fleet should be surrendered into 
the hands of the French or the Dutch ; the second, 
lest an attack should be directed against the 
arsenals and forts that lined the Thames and the 
Medway.; the last, and most worthy of apprehen- 
sion, lest the enemy’s fleet should put to sea, 
calculating upon the disaffection of the service, 
and meet with no resistance. On every side, 
danger, disgrace, and misery threatened. While all 
might be averted by one simple act of justice, a 
spirit of insanity seems to have instigated the 
rulers of the nation to avoid such a redress with 
the utmost pertinacity, and rather trust the presery- 
ation of the kingdom to that blind chance which 
in the end alone saved it from destruction, or at 
least from such a revolution as would have sub- 
verted every existing order and system. 

The desperate proceedings adopted by the muti- 
neers had been officially announced to the admiral, 
and were as quickly carried into execution. The 
Grampus store-ship, equipped for the West Indies, 
with a supply of naval and ordnance stores, was 
seized on her voyage ; the stores were unloaded, 
and distributed among the ships, by commland 
and according to the award of the delegates. The 
Serapis store-ship, homeward bound from the 
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West Indies, shared tlie same fate. On the other 
hand, government issued orders to detain all out- 
ward-bound vessels at ( Tra\'<‘.send ; so that tlio river 
presented the appearance of a forest of sail, held 
])y eontraiy winds : while to seaward, an immense 
assemblage of mcTchant-vessels, brigs, and colliers, 
were anchored, ^p(dl -bound by the authority of 
the inutineers. In the mean time tlio condition 
of the oihcers, far from being (mviablo under these 
circumstances, received aggravation from the <*lose 
imprisonment to which they were rigorously sub- 
jected, although a show of resj^eet was freely 
accorded to the shadow of their autliority. Impa- 
tient imd(T the restraiut imposed, the oHicers of 
the Sandwich applied to the men of that ship for 
leave to go on shore. To their re<piest the follow- 
ing reply emanated from the admirars cabin, the 
council-room of powtr. 

8.in(h\ich, Note, Juno 1. 

The committee of delegates t)f the whol(‘ fleet 
have finally determined, that no ullicer whabwer 
shall be permitted to go on shore, until the return 
of the people who are at pn‘sent detained. We 
are well convinced of the good comluct of our 
oflGicers who are on board. 

By order of the Delegates of the whole Fleet. 

In explanation of this order it sliould be stated, 
that the Board of Admiralty, before they left 
SheemesSy directed that all persons visiting the 
town from the fleet, and suspected aiding the 
mutiny, '‘should be imprisoned. Two delegates 
and other seamen, whg had ventured ashore after 
the promiilgjition of the orfler, were seized and 
committed to custody. 
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On Friday, June 2, Mr. Pitt presented an 
address to the king at the levee, from the corpora- 
tion of the Trinity House. They expressed the 
deep concern which, in common witli all his Ma- 
jesty’s faithful subjects, they felt at the present 
disgraceful conduct of some of tbe seamen of his 
Majesty’s fleet, Jind declared their readiness to 
support with their lives such measures as his 
Majesty in his wisdom might think most expedi- 
ent to adopt for tlic restoration of good order and 
subordination among the seamen. 

This was the 'first manifestation of that mis- 
directed public spirit which animated the whole 
nation as one man against the erring but ill-treated 
sailofs, who for endless years had di'fencled their 
property, their lives, their liberties, all that made 
them what they were, under wrongs so crying, that 
one tithe of the seamen’s real grievances, would 
have driven these bloated sycophants into that 
treason or energy, whichever %t is to be called, 
which led Charles to the scaffold, and banished 
the House of Stuart from the throne. 

The determination to put down the mutiny at 
all hazards, seemed to increase with the system 
of defiance maintaiiipd by the delegates. On 
Saturday, June 3, Mr. Pitt rose in his place, 
to move, “ That leave be given to bring in 
a bill for the more effectually restraining the 
intercourse with the crews of certain of his 
Majesty’s ships, in a state of mutiny at the Nore, 
and his Majesty’s subjects on shore, and for the 
better suppression of si|ch mutiny and rebellion.” 
Mr. Pitt prefaced his motion by saying, ‘‘That in 
consequence of tlie vflSlent and disobedient conduct 
of certain of his Majesty’s ships at the Nore, after 
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the acts of hostility which they had committed, 
and tlie fatal mcasurcR whicli they liad pui’Mied, 
for the p^^rp<>S(^ of intercepting all communication 
by sea with the port of Loudon, and of intercept- 
ing the commerce of the country, it became the 
pressing duty of the legislature to interfertJ, and 
to prevent the mutineers from gaining any siip])Ort 
from that country whose safety they were molest- 
ing, and whose dean^^t interests they w^erc violat- 
ing.” L('ave’havi»tg been granted, the Bill was 
introduced. We give the ])rincipal clauses. Be 
it enacted, That it shall and may bo lawful for 
the Commissioners, for executing the ollice of the 
Lord High Admii-al, to deidare the said ships, or 
any of them, or any other ships, whose crews 
shall be guilty of the like oifences, to he in a state 
of m a tbu/ and rehellion ; and by siicln^cloclaration 
to warn all his Majesty's faithful subjects, to ab- 
stain from all communication or intercoairso with 
the crews of the said ships ; and such declaration 
shall be forthwith publislied in the lA)ndon Ga- 
zette, and bo jjroclaimed in his Majesty’s dock- 
yards. 

From and after tlm date of such proclamation, 
it shall not be lawdul for any of his Majesty's sub- 
jects to have any communication or intercourse 
with the crew of any ship so declared to be in a 
state of mii|iny and rebellion, or in any manner 
to assist or supply such ship.” 

The Bill nvas read a second time,' and ordered 
to be committed on Monday* On that day, the 
measure was opposed, upon its principle, %y several 
opposition mem bers. Sir J ohn Sinclair said, “ The 
Right Hon. gentleman (Mr. Pitt), ))y recommend- 
ing such rigorous proceedings, had not only drawn 
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the sword, and thrown away the scabbard, but he 
had also pushed his punishments so far, that it 
appeared doubtful whether he would, , jiiot expa- 
triate the British navy." Another member asked 
“Whether it might not be advisable to bring back 
as many men as possible to their duty ; and in 
order to effect this object, ho suggested whether it 
might not be prudent to appoint commissioners to 
hear the grievances of such crows as might avail 
themselves of the terms offered in the Proclama- 
tion, and endeavour to redress them." This pro- 
position, however, was received by the house with 
a general cry of No ! No ! No ! 

Sir F. Biirdett described the bill as altogether 
repugnant to his feelings ; it met with his decided 
objection, first, because the House had no better 
ground tha«i an assertion for the presumed inter- 
ference of other persons with the sailors to excite 
this mutiny, and he required something more 
tangible than assertions to authorise his support ; 
next, because he thought the act would produce 
evil rather than good. It would drive the sailors 
to desperate measui*es, and to a position, in which 
no way would be left for a retreat. 

Mr. Sturt believed the Bill would not answer 
the purpose intended by ministers, and that con- 
ciliatory measures would alone avail. He referred 
the origin of the mutiny to the sjptem of im- 
pressment, and enlarged upon the loyalty naturally 
belonging to the character of British Seamen. “He 
knew the nature of British seamen— he had had 
the honoil* of being in the service — there were no 
men who more dearly loved their country ; no 
longer ago tha^ yesterday, they honoured the mo- 
narchy of Great Britain by hoisting the Royal 
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Standard and firing a salute of twenty- one cannon, 
in celebration of their Sovereign’s birthday. He 
warned the House of the hazard of firing a single 
shot against the sailors/’ 

Mr. Pitt, in defence of bis measure, avowed that 
he had a further intention than niendy to cut off all 
correspondence with the disafiected. It was liis 
design and his desire to separate the crews of those 
ships whicli liad revolted, from all connexion with 
the country. It was his to disunite them 

from tlieir fiivourites and friends, and from all 
wliicli they held dear ; that if any of them did 
retain a spark of kindness and affection, if any 
valued a father or a hrotlujr, a wife, or any other 
of these beloved objects wbieli are bonnd np iu 
the co-rolativo connexions of life, and make apart 
of its attachments, ho might open a now avenue 
to their li carts by which to introduce the senti- 
ments of love and affection for their country ; and 
if these were the only arguments to authorise the 
speedy passing of the JVill, he, in his own indivi- 
dual opinion, thought them strong enough, 

A curious circumstance occurred upon the divi- 
sion — the ayes went out of tlio house to he counted 
in tho lobby as usual ; Mr. Sturt — to his cmdless 
honour he it recorded — was the only member who 
divided in the negative, and was left by himself in 
the body of House; as there were not two tellers 
upon his side, the speaker informed the other 
members, when they returned, that it was his 
duty to declare the majority in favour of the 
Bill, which was immediately read a third time 
and passed. 

This debate affords an admirable index to the 
views with which the conduct of the mutineers, 
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and the remedy for tlie mutiny itself, were regarded 
by the great political parties then existing in the 
legislature. The tory minister and his bought adhe- 
rents denied that the service wjis oppressed by seve- 
rity or wrong, and that any evils which might ap- 
pear upon thei surface were inherent in the system, 
and therefore irremediable. If, indeed, Parliament 
should attempt any alteration, with the design of 
removing defects and imy)roving the condition of 
the sailor,' by secu||Mig to him the enjoyment of 
personal liberty, ireedom from impressment, 
justice upon^jtrial, and comfort in his bodily re- 
quirements, then they prophesied an instantaneous 
dissolution of the whole fabric, and the total wreck 
of ^order, elhciency, discipline, and subordinate 
obedience. On the other hand, men who had seen 
and experienced the paralysing influtmee exerted 
by tyrannical usage and severe regulations upon 
the habits, teipper, and disposition of the seamen, 
were inclined to visit tho present outrages with 
great leniency, if not with a show of justification. 
It was said they did not properly distinguish be- 
tween the grievance and the mutiny ; but were 
ready to extend to the lattbr, the commiseration 
which they legitimately felt for the former ; that 
thus they could not bring their tninds to sanction 
measures for crushing infant rebellion with the 
strong arm of power, but mingled thei||:pity for the 
cause with the offence ; and they were blind to 
that attribute of spotless majesty, without which 
no government can maintain its position or respect. 
Whether cant or truth, selfishness or reason, be 
the right parent of such ah argument, let the im- 
partial future declare. If such arguers be sound, 
there is no villany the people of a state may not 
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be bound to uiuiergo, and the spotless majesty ” 
of government bo permitted to perpetrate. 

Tlio blockade of the ThaineH by the flecVcon- 
tinned nnisemitting for some days; more than 150 
colliers wtTO detained, while only a fi*vv small ves- 
sels managt'd to obtain a passport, sigiK'd Ric{iard 
Pavkcry President^ and reached their destination 
witlnnit further ti’ouble. Aship, bound from London 
to Liverpool, laden with gunpowder, wasi^ boarded 
by six men, who captunid her, and tohl the 
captain that the. delegates had certain inforniation 
respecting her voyage and tier cargo, ami co!isid(a*ed 
her to be an accejitahlc an<} st'asonable prize. A 
siipjdy of provisions, however, might perhaps 
have been as welcome to tlie mutineers as gun- 
powder, if we are to credit the story of Parker’s 
seizing a fishing-smack, and after having appro- 
priated the salmon, silencing tlie owner's remon- 
strances by placing within liis liands a draft upon 
the Admiralty for necessaries furnished to his Ma- 
jesty’s fleet, under the command of Adnii»al Parker. 

That aconsiderablodearthof fresh provisions now 
existed is evident, for besides unloading the cargoes 
of such small craft as might hap])en to be bound 
up tbe river, the mutineers also made excursions to 
the Isles of Sheppey and (Jrain, and carrieef ofl', in 
freebooter.s style, the cattle and sheep to thoir 
vessels.' If, however, the actions of the mutineers 
betokened an unbending resolution to encounter all 
dangers^ rather than yield an unqualified sub- 
mission, the opposition of the nation, equally 
blinded by passion on their side, rose with in- 
creasing vigour and determination. All classes 
answered to the energetic demonstrations which 
took place within the walls of Parliament. 
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Government, with wondrous sagacity, now re- 
solved upon manning ships of the line with volun- 
teer% to act against the death-defying veterans 
of the rebellious fleet. Several vessels also were 
offered by private individuals for the exigency of 
the crisis. Sir Erasmus Gower was appointed 
to take command, and hoisted his broad ])ennant 
on board the Neptune, 98 guns. All the oflicers 
belonging to the East India Company's mer- 
chant vessels, who happened to be at home, 
tendered their services. The military officers 
connected with the Company received orders to 
repair to Sheerness, and to place themselves at 
the disposal of Lord Keith ; while those connected 
with the sea- service were directed to report them- 
selves at Woolwich to Sir Erasmus Gower. The 
younger Brothers, and all persons acting under the 
authority, of the Trinity- House Corporation were 
required to send in their names- and address, and 
to hold themselves in readiness for immediate 
service. The Watermen's Company, and other 
chartered bodies, sent down hundreds of volun- 
teers to join the expedition. Nor was this zeal 
confined merely to the professional dasscs. The 
merchants and ship-owners of the city of London 
held a^arge and influential meeting at the Royal 
Exchange, when it was resolved ; First, that 
the disorderly and mutinous proceedings of part 
of the fleet at the Nore were witnessed with 
extreme concern, indignation, and abhorrence ; 
secondly, that no seaman who had taken part in 
the disturbances should henceforth be employed 
withobt a certificate of his having returned to his 
duty ; thirdly, that a public subscription should 
be raised, to detect and bring to public justice such 
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lurking traitors as may have excited and fomented 
the mutiny at tlie N(>re ” 

Considerable sums were subscribed and re\\ards 
offered, acji^ding to the terms of the resolution 
above described. A gratuity of two guineas was 
vt>te<l to each ])etty oliicer and one guinea to each 
seaman, who should volunteer to serv{i on board 
his Majesty's ships of war and gun-boats, under 
Sir Erasmus Gower. About this time th^ follow- 
ing address Mas penned and des]>atchod to the 
ilcet at the Nore by the sailors of Sir lloger 
Curtis* squadron, at {Spithead. 

Address from the Seamen at Spiihcad to their Brethren 
at the Nore, 

Bkotjjeu Sailors, 

It is witli tho utmost concern we see that 
several ships' companies continue in a state of 
disaffection, and ilh'gal proceedings, notwithstand- 
ing every demand made by our brethren in Lord 
Bridport's fleet have been most graciously granted 
to us, by his Majesty and both Houses of Par- 
liament assembled. Wc shall lay some outlines 
of our proceedings before the public view. When 
we requested Sir Huger Curtis to go from Torbay 
round to Spitlicad, we were actuated by iio bad 
principles ; there was no disaffection to our king 
and country — no fresh demands on our side, but 
what had before been made by our brethren of 
Lord Bridport*s fleet ; as we had before been 
privy to all, we only wished to join our brethren, 
as in Torbay, where we lay, many reports prevailed 
which exaggerated matters greatly, and as reports 
can never be relied on. It was never our intention 
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to distress our country, or leave it exposed to tlie 
ravages of the cnciiiy ; no, should the enemy have 
darejp. to take the advantage of our situation, we 
were unanimously resolved to chast|^ their in- 
solence. Our views wore lionourahle, we were 
perfectly sensible that no state, no body of men 
could exist without ]:)ropei* subordination and 
discipline was maintained ; our general request 
was, our wagfes to be raised, our provisions to be 
augmented, and our private grievances to be 
redressed : all this w.^. granted, the king's most 
gracious pardon given' us, and an act of indemnity 
and total oblivion passed ; vv(^ return (‘d cheerfully 
to our duty (which by-thc-hy we ne ver neglected), 
and we believe when we say, should the enemies of 
our country dare to meet us they will be rougher 
handled than ever they have been yet, wo not 
only speak the sentiments of our own squadron, 
but the unanimous voice of our brethren in Lord 
Bridport’a fleet. 

There is no doubt but evil-minded and design- 
ing men wish to take advantage of our fioncst 
openness, intending to make us their tools to sub- 
‘ vert our most excellent constitution, but we are 
above their devices — wc think ourselves capable 
of judging for ourselves, without being led by the 
nose by any set of men from on shore whatever. 
We will never desert the country which gave us 
birth, and for which we profess a most sincere 
esteem. French principles and their agents, und^ 
whatsoever mask they may attempt to work upon 
us, we abhor ; and should we ever get any such 
persofis into our hands, we are resolved to bring 
them to justice. It is therefore our hope, that all 
ships* companies who labour under any grievances 
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'will not fortrot tlioir country, or hy continuing in 
an unsettled state giv(‘ our ciuniich any aihaii- 
tage ; ])ut ^lioukl our cnoniics darck) lift up ihtur 
headM, and, conu' out of tbeir hiding-boles, we 
hope our brotbor seamen will unaninion^ly agree 
to ]>refer tlie j)n]»lie gocxl to tbeir])nvate ir»t(Testh, 
and un arum on sly agree to go, iih et and eba^li^c 
tbe iiisobaiee of our enemies, ami to }>reserve tln^ 
nn'^ullied honour of lb(‘ Hritisb (lag. 

AVitb lliis view’ wv luivt' drawn u]) tlii-^ ad(bvs«‘, 
hoping it will ba\e a ibsirablf < ffer*fc. n]>()n sneb 
of our broth nai as are sHH in an nn. tllMi state, 
wbb’b slnuild it do^ will (‘Utah a p(‘iTect satis- 
faetion u])on tbe st'ani' n in tbr I{og('r (birti-’s 
squadron, as Iik(‘W'ise ixyon all <iur bretbnn in 
Lord llridjiort’b ilecd. AV(‘ ba\i‘ wrote tboK* lints 
W’liile unmooiing, and ])re])aring t/> go ont to s(\a, 
to face our cmsiiieH, and to ])roteet tbe eommert'o 
of our c<»nntr}, wdiicb as s**amen it our duty t(» 
cuconrage to tin* utmost td' tmr ]>o\V(‘i\ Wt^ liavt' 
a full reliance tbit all our brother sc'anxn, who 
labour under any grie\anets, w {j make ii<» un- 
reasonable deinamlH, nor delay an amieable setllo- 
inent by standing out for tidiing obj •( 

'I'bat all dibereuees may lie happily and «oon 
S'dtled, is tbe sincere wd-h of tbe feeaim ii in tdr 
Roger Cbirtis's squadron. 


Prince, 

John l.imlsay, 
William iloiton, 

Coi^nr. 

Willi m Oliver, 
John 0.j<li.r, 
Cumberland. 

AViJiiam SiTiedlev, 
Tlioma*; Eiukcs. 


l^a Juste. 

J‘,i*n<k Jlov'c, 
r ’i i( 1 M*Cue, 
■\V Inini Wluto, 
T i'iuruj h, 

Aifh. M'Aitl.nr. 
.T.rif M,u],|r.ck. 
J'ornndul V. 

(itoi 

11 ^. 
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(Ganges, 

Henry Edwards, 
John Howe, 
JBerlford. 

Robert Berry, X 
Henry Hide. X 
Sj»ithcsid, 4 til Juno. 


Hector. 

Itldward C.ivcna^h, 
David Parry. 

^ Tflieir marlcs. 


The delegates of the fleet at Plymouth, following 
the example of their brethren at Spithead, caused 
the following address to be printed and distributed 
among the slops at the Nore, 


Brothdt Seamen,:' Hamoazo, June G, 1797. 

We on board the dilTercnt sliips at Ilanioaze 
. liavo consulted togetlier concerning your present 
proceedings, and understand that you arc still 
keeping forward your cause. A\^e therefore wish 
to know the grievances that make you still dis- 
satisfied, as wo have had every grievance settled 
here with us, and that we can further assure you 
that the grand fleet is still at sea, and in greater 
spirits than ever they wore ; and we your bro- 
thers expect that you will bo satisfied with the 
same terms as we are, which are such as all true- 
liearted loyal British seamen should be satisfied 
with, AVe trust that you will immediately return 
to your regular duty, as we have done, and that 
you will be satisfied as wo are ; your present 
j)roceedings arc a scandal to the name of British 
seamen. Immediately answer this to us, whose 
names are hereunto subscribed, being the former 
delegates of the fleet in llamoaz?, in the name 
of all the ships' companies. 

Signed. 

Cambridge. Leviathan. 

John Lccinan, Geoige Hoggan, 

A. Mackeixzec, R. Maoiford. 
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Magnanime, 

J. Roberts, 

AV. Morn, 

Artois, 

Thomas Mein, 
Nich. Pearce, 
Galatea, 

Janies Pavne, X7 
INPCaithy, X5 
Greghounft. 

(j1. hi phi ns tone, 

J. Arrhison, 

To llic .Seiinien of his 


Cerberus. 

John Johnson, 
Jolin Snowden. 
Gibraltar. 

' <R'‘<n't;o AValker, 
J. ]*arkinsou. 


J’heir marks. 

Zealand. 

Joliu Roberts, 
It'iua Reed. 

Majesty’s I’icct at the Norc. 


Thu adJros 8 c.'S thus penned and delivered availed 
nothinp', as may easily he supposed ; in faet, their 
tcudtfney was rather to ap^^ravatc than to allay 
the mutiny. They proceed u],)0!i the fallacious 
assuuiptioii, that no {grievance worthy of serious 
attention could possibly exist, hesides the list of 
wrongs on which tlie seaineu at Spithead had 
managed to obtain redress, by pertinaciously hold- 
ing out in a state of mutiny, until Lord Howe 
and the Admiralty made the concessions de- 
manded, The remonstrants forgot this main point 
in their former position ; they argue with the 
advantage of men who have secured and enjoyed 
a triumj)h ; they silently pass over the alternative 
to which they might have been reduced, provided 
the government should have exercised a similar 
degree of obstinacy and unjust folly in their casc^, 
as in that of the mutineers at the Nore. Wore 
they prepared to submit upon a bare appeal to 
their loyalty, under the conditions of a royal par- 
don, even w ithout the concession of their claims ? 
Did they not maintain a position of defiance up 
to the moment that government trembled and 
repented ? Besides, what right had they to pre- 
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same that the demands of the seamen at the Nore 
exceeded the bounds of reason and moderation? 
Might not the latter liave answered with confi- 
dence, “ You resisted until your pay was aug- 
mented, and your provisions increased ; we aim 
at the abolition of still greater enormities, and 
taking courage from your example, we will never 
strike the red flag, before the abominable system 
of impressment shall have been abolished, petty 
tyranny crushed, and the rights of liberty con- 
firmed. These may seem trivial matters in your 
opinion, but to us they are infinitely more im- 
portant than the personal comforts which you 
have nobly wrested from the hands of a reluttant 
administration.*’ 

Matters on board the mutinous ships, liowever, 
were not proceeding in a manner satisfactory to the 
deh'gates. With the exception of the vessels most 
stanch to the cause, on hoard of which vessels 
were tho leading spirits in the rebellion, dis- 
trust and an apprehension of consequences began 
slow’ly to work a way towards reconciliation and 
submission. Those least tainted with disafiectioii 
eagerly watched for an opportunity to escape out 
of tho dilemma, although from the vigilance cxcr- 
tiised where suspicion attaclied, and from the 
heavy nu'tal of the superior first-rates, the attempt 
could scarcely he hazarded without extreme peril* 
On the 6th of Juno, however, the Serapis, 44 
gnus, Captain Duncan, and a sloop-of-war, the 
Discovery, daringly braved the fire of the whole 
fleet, and escaped, but not without considerable da- 
mage. Unfortunately, at the critical moment, when 
this additional desertion might have scattered dis- 
may, and dissolved the confederacy, four more 
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men-of-war arrived at the Nore from Admiral 
Duncan's fleet, and reassured the wavei'in^ spirits 
of the despondiii". The Againcinrion, the Ardent, 
the Leopard, and tlie Isis, anchored at the Nore 
late on the evening of the Gth, under tlie entire 
command of the quartermasters and delegate's, 
tlic pilots taking charge as usual. As they came 
to their station, tlie whole fleet was directing a 
lieavy Are of groat guns and musketry against the 
unfortunate Sorapis. 

A scene at this time occurring on hoard the 
mutineers’ fleet lias been des<*ril)(‘d hy a weak 
egotistical writer', the hitg Captain Bronton, then 
lieutenant on board the Agamemnon : his w’ork, 
wliich he subsequently published, boars tlic title 
of ‘Criie Naval History,” a composition of neither 
weight nor value; and the gossiping nature of 
which only acquires au interest in the particular 
case of tho mutiny, from the fact of its author 
having been a prisoner in the fleet at the time. 
The degree of reliance, therefore, to be jilaced on 
his impartiality must be a matter of judgment 
with bis readers: — 

It is impossible to describe the h(?at and iiTi- 
tation of the seamen at the Nore at tlie time of 
tlie arrival and the accession of tlie four ships of 
the line to their cause. The insolence of tlie 
leaders was raised to such a height, that it was 
difliciilt to say where their excesses might end ; 
and it was intimated by some of the delegates, 
wiio came to visit the Agamemnon, that violence 
might be offered to the officers and their adher- 
ents. At sunrise I was awoke by the rejiort of 
great guns and musketry, and saw wdiat I sup- 
posed to be officers and men hanging at the yard- 
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arms of some of the ships. They were run up in 
the smoke of the guns, in tlie manner usually 
practised at naval executions. While hanging, 
volleys of musketry were fired at them ; and we 
concluded that we should very soon share the 
same fate: nor was it till two or three hours 
afterwards that wo were undeceived, and informed 
that the figures suspended were only effigies meant 
to represent the Right lion. AVilliam Pitt, Avhom 
they familiarly termed ‘Billy Pitt,' and consi- 
dered as their greatest enemy." 

The pebpic on shore beholding from a distance 
these mock executions, which were repeated day 
by day, fancied that the delegates were in reality 
punishing with death certain refractory seamen ; 
and accounts, full of indignation and romantic 
detail, were forwarded to the newspapers in Lon- 
don. Among other reports, it was asserted, with 
a fair show of probability, that the delegates were 
watching for the Princess of Wurteinherg, whom 
they proposed to detain as a hostage, if she should 
pass the Nore in the St. Fiorenzo, on her voyage 
from Harwich to Germany, as was the general 
expectation. 

Sir Erasmus Gower had by this time collected 
a considerable number of ships of all classes, and 
was only waiting for orders to sail against the 
mutineers. Since savage obstinacy and unqualified 
denial of every concession, with hostile tlireats 
and acts of parliament, calumny and abuse, had 
foiled to lure or terrify the seamen back into the 
bonds of discipline, the ministry now began to 
sound the' note of still stronger measures of coer- 
cion and punishment against men whom the guilt 
of government alone had forced into the position 
of the empire's most dangerous enemy. 
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Here for a moment let us consider whether tlio 
folly or tlic erime of tlio ehicf minister of the 
crown was the greater. Tlio mutineers of the 
Nore put forward certain claims, and insist that 
the lords of the Admiralty shall come dowii to 
Sheerness to investigate them. The government, 
without tln^ slightest inquiry as to the justice or 
injustice of tludr claims, positively refuse to grant 
the slightest ])article of any of tluan, and abso- 
lutely d(‘elare the Admiralty shall not come down 
to 81 ieerness. The mutineers take holder mea- 
sures ; the minister becomes frightened ; and in 
order to place himself in the nqjst false and con- 
temptible position possible, sends down to Sheer- 
ness that very board of Admiralty which, hut a 
few days before, he had declared in writing sliould 
never visit that port; at the same time that he des- 
])atehes them on their inglorious errand, he utterly 
dcqirives them of power to confer any benefit or 
effect any good — a melancholy sj^ectacle of bigoted 
obstinacy in maintaining oppression, and of waver- 
ing irnliecility in the pursuil of any otlicr object. 
The unlettered seamen, elated by tlie confessed 
weakness of tlie government, now lay ^cinselves 
open in their turn. The nation comes to tin* 
support of the minister ; and the seamen, lower- 
ing their tone, are ready to subiiiit for two 
months' wagc?s and ])ardon. The miiiister, with 
the true character of the despot, now abject and 
now haughty, as cliaiice, not principle, may fen- 
der him, spurns this trilling request ; and for this 
trivial matter, which would have given the cabinet 
a great moral tnum{>h at a price unworthy of being 
mentioned, allow’s the empire to be thrown into 
the wildest convulsion, the monarchy to be brought 
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to the brink of ruin, the commerce to be stopped, 
and credit to be paralysed. 

In accordance with the terms of the act recently 
passed, for the more speedy suppression of the 
mutiny, a full board of tlie Admiralty, consisting 
of tlui seven lords in commission, signed a dcclara- 
tion that the licet at tlie Nore was in a state of 
open rebellion. The most active preparations 
were still continued at Sheerriess ; and as a report 
liad gained ground that the delegates intended 
carrying olf the vessels to Ireland or America, 
every exertion was made to prevent them from 
obtaining supplies of fresh water, of which it was 
notorious they were in great want. The steps 
taken by government, supported as it now was 
by a nation terrified out of all reason, by their 
own critical position, induced the delegates to 
relax in tlieir proceedings, and to make overtures 
once more for terms of pardon. Lord Northesk, 
captain of the Alonmouth man-of-war, had 
represented to the delegates his anxiety to 
discharge his duty as a peer in the House of 
Lords. His request was granted without hesi- 
tation. Tuesday, June 6, however, before 

leave of absence was officially notified, the two 
delegates of the Monmouth were rowed on board 
that ship, and informed Lord Northesk that it 
was the pleasure of the committee to demand his 
lordship's presence on boiU'd the flag-ship, as they 
ha(^pro])osal8 to make for an accommodation of 
existing difficulties. His lordship immediately 
attended, with only one officer. He found the 
convention, composed of sixty delegates, sitting 
in the state-cabin, with Parker at their head. 
Before he entered upon business, the president 
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asked the individual in atteinlanco upon Lord 
Northesk who Ijo was. 

Ho replied, “An olficer of the jMomnouth, who 
accoin])anied his ca})taiu in the capacity of sc cre- 
tary, from a sup})ositiou that his .services nil-ht 
bo required upon the present occasion." 

Who knows him V* demanded the ])resid('iit, 
directing liis question to tlie committee; “"sav, 
delegates of the iMonmouth, what kind of man 
is lu! " 

Tlio two de]e<^ates ^Hfiswered, “ that ho was a 
worthy iiiaii;*' on wliirh it wan unanimously 
resolved that lui might attend the conferenee. 

Lord N(»rtlu‘sk was then addressed hy Ihirker, 
who told him, tliat the committee had resolvv-d 
upon a declaration of the terms, by a concession 
of which alone, without tlio smallest alteration, 
they could give up the ships ; and that llu'y h|^l 
sent for Inin, as a known seaman’s friend, to bo 
charged with their transmission to the king; from 
whom ho must pledge his honour to return on 
board, with a clear and positive answer, in lifty- 
four hours." Parker next read the letter, which 
was said to contain some rougli coinplimenls on 
his Majesty's good qualities, and many coarse 
strictures ou the evident demerits of his mi- 
nisters. 

His Lordship expressed his willingness to con- 
vey the letter to its destination, as they desired, 
but said he could not, from the unreasonalde nature 
of the demands, Hatter them with any oxpi eta- 
tion of success. They insisted ujion aii unri^served 
and entire compliance, and threatened, in case of 
refusal, to put to sea with the whole fleet. Lord 
Northesk was then rowed on board the Duke of 
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York Margate Packet, with tlitee cheers from 
the Sandwich, and with the following state paper , 
to ratify liis credentials. 

Sandwich, June 6, 3 p. m. 

To Captain Lord Northcsk, 

You are hereby authorised and ordered to wait 
upon the king, whci’cver he may be, with the re- 
solutions of the committee of delegates, and are 
directed to return back, with an answer to the 
same, within fifty-four hours from the date hereof. 

ll; Parker, President. 

Two of the conditions inserted in the letter to 
the king were exactly the same as those perti- 
naciously urged without success by the Spithead 
mutineers, namely, “ that no punishment should 
bo inflicted on board a king’s ship, until tho 
olJender had been previously tried, and convicted 
by a jury of seamen ; also, that three-fifths of all 
prize-money should be shared among the seamen 
and petty officers.” We regret that we aro unable 
to lay before our readers this important document, 
the absence of which prevents us from ascertaining 
whether any modification of the original demands 
had been effected by the force of circumstances, 
and the expressed opinion of the country at large. 
Immediately after his arrival in London, Lord 
Northesk repaired to the Admiralty, and, after a 
communication with the board, was admitted to 
an audience of the king, together with Earl Spencer, 
who accompanied him : the result was, a prompt 
and resolute denial of any further concessions. 
Captain Knight, of the Montague, who had ob- 
tained leave of absence from his ship for four days, 
was charged with tlie king's reply ; he also con- 
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veyed the two followinjj proclamations, which had 
been issin d by tho Admiralty, in conformity with 
the act lately passed for the suppression of tho 
mutiny. 

At the Court of the Queen'^s ffouse, June ft, 1707. Pre-' 
sent the Khifs ynosi ecixeilent Majesty in Council. 

Whereas, by an act passed in the piTS(‘nt ses- 
sion of parliameiit, intituled,/'* An act for nion? 
cflectnally restraining intereonrso \vit)» the crews 
of certain of his Majesty's ships, now in a state of 
mutiny and ndjellion, and for th<) more* ('nectual 
su])])ression of such mutiny and rebellion," it is 
enacted, that it shall be lawful for tluj commis- 
sioners for executing the idlico of Lord liigh Ad- 
miral, or any three or more of thorn, being thereto 
authorised by order of his Majesty in council, to 
declare, the crew of any of his ilujesty's ships, 
who have been guilty of acts of mutiny and re- 
bellion, and who still persist therein, and also the 
crow of any other of his Majesty's ships, wlio 
shall be guilty of any of the like offence's, to be 
in a state of mutiny and rebellion ; and by such 
declaration to warn all his Majesty's faithful sub- 
jects to abstain from all communication or inter- 
course with the crews of the said sliips ; and it is 
further enacted tliat it sliall be lawful for the said 
commissioners, or any three or more of them, in 
such manner as Ids jVfajcsty shall authorise and 
require, to accept tlie submission of the crew of 
any ship wliicli shall have been so declared to be 
in a state of mutiny and rebellion, or of any per- 
son or persons, part of such crew, or of any person 
or persons on board of any such ships, or to de- 
clare any such person or persons to have returned 
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to thoir duty, and thereupon to cfeclare the person 
or persons, whose submission shall he so accepted, 
or who shall be so declared to have returned to 
their duty, to be exempted and relieved from all 
or any of the penalties and forfeitures in the said 
act contained, in such iilanncr and under such 
terms and restrictions as his Majesty shall think 
fit : and whereas the said Lords Commissioners 
luive represented to his Majesty, that it appears 
to them that the ^’cws of the ships hereinafter 
mentioned — that is to sa^^, the Sandwich, Mon- 
tague, Director, Inflexible, Monmoutli, Belliquoux, 
Standard, Lion, Nassau, Repulse, Grampus, Pro- 
serpine, Brilliant, Iris, Champion, Cornet, Tisi- 
phone, Pyladcs, Swan, and Inspector, have been 
guilty of acta of mutiny and rebellion, particularly 
by taking the command of the said ships from Ins 
Majesty’s officers, by combining to obstruct the 
trade and navigation of the port of London, and 
by other acts of the most heinous nature, and that 
some of such crows had Actually fired on divers 
of Ins Majesty’s ships, and that all the said crows 
still persisted in such their mutiny and rebellion. 

His Majesty, in pursuance of tb(^ power^ vested 
in him by the above- recited act, is hereby pleased, 
by and with the advice of his Privy Council, to 
authorise, and by this his order in coimql doth 
autbofise, the said commissioners for executing the 
office of Lord High Admiral, or any three or more 
of them, to declare the crews of the said ships to 
be in a state of mutiny and rebellion, and to warn 
all his Majesty’s faithful subjects to abstain from 
all communication or intercoarse with the crews 
of the said ships, in the manner directed in the 
said act. 
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And his Majhsty is herc4>y further pleased, 
with the advice aforesaid, to aiitliorise and require 
the said coniniissioners, or three or more of 
them, to accept the siihuiiisaion of the crew of any 
of the said ships, or of any person or persons part 
of such crow, or of any person or persons on hoard 
of any of the said ships, or to declare any such 
person or ])crsons to have returned to their duty, 
and thereupon to djcclai^e the person or persons 
whose suhniission shall be so 'accepted, or who 
shall he dcelarod to have returned to their duty, 
to Ijo exempted and relieved from all or any of 
tlie penalti(’s and forfeitures in the said aet con- 
tained, in sucli manner and under such tonus and 
restrictions as his Majesty shall think lit. 

W. h^AWKENER. 

l)y the Comm (ftsumers for e.vecHtlnf/ the office of Lord High 
Admirat of Great Jirilam and Ireland, (Ja. 

Py virtue of an order of his Majesty in council, 
bearing date the 6th day of Juno instant, and in 
pursuance of the provisions of an act passed in 
the present session of ])arliamcnt, intituled ‘Win 
Act for more ollectually jestraining iutercourso 
with the crews of certain of his Maj(‘sty*8 ships 
now in“ a state of mutiny and reheUion, and for 
the more elfeetnal suppression of such mutiny and 
rebellion,” we do hereby declare, that the yrewa 
of his Majesty’s ships heremafter mentioned — ^that 
is to say, the Sandwich^ Montague, Director, 
Inflexible, JMonmoutli, Bdliqueux, Standard, Lion, 
Nassau, Ke])ulse, Grampus, Proserpine, Brilliant, 
Ids, Champion, Ciuuet, XHiphone, Pylades, Swan, 
and Inspector, h iving been guilty of acts of mu- 
tiny and rebellion, and persisting therein, are, 
and are to bo deemed and taken to be, in a state 
of mutiny and rebellion : and, in further pursuance 
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of the provisions of the said act, wo do hereby 
warn all his Majesty's faithful subjects to abstain 
from all communication and intercourse with the 
crews of the said ships ; and we do hereby notify, 
that by virtue of the said act, any person who 
shall wilfully and advisedly have any communica- 
tion or intercourse, whether personally or by letter, 
message, or otherwise, with the crew of any of the 
said ships, or with any person or persons being 
part of such crew, or with any person who shall, 
after this day, remain on board any of the said 
ships, will on conviction thereof be adjudged 
guilty of felony, and suffer death ; and also, that 
any person who shall wilfully and advisedly in 
any manner, supply and comfort or assist such 
crew, or any part thereof, or any person remaining 
on board the said ships after this day, will, on 
conviction thereof. Big adjudged guilty of felony, 
and suffer death : and also, that any person who 
shall wilfully and advisedly in any manner supply 
%nd comfort or assist such crew, or any part 
th<^eof, or any person remaining on board any of 
the said ships, after this day, will, on conviction 
thereof, be adjudged “^guilty of felony and suffer 
death ; and also, that from and after this day,, all 
wages and other allowances payable to the crews 
of the said ships will cease and determine, and be 
no longer payable, aniPthat they will resjllctively^ 
from thenceforth forfeit and lose all wages, and 
other allowances, and all shares of prizes then due 
to them respectively, and all benefits and advan- 
tages to which they might otherwise be entitled 
from Greenwich Hospital, or the Chest at Chat-* 
ham, and all other benefits and advantages what- 
soever to which they might otherwise be entitled 
in consequence of their having served as seamen 
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or marines on board liis Majesty's sln])s ; and that 
all persons voluntarily remaining on board any of 
the said ships, after having knowledge of this 
declaration, will, on conviction thereof, be adjudged 
guilty of ])iracy and felony, and will suffer death. 

And whereas the penalties of the said act do 
not extend to such communication or intercourse 
•witli the said crows as may bo carried on by our 
orderHr authority, or by the order and authority 
of such person or ))ersons as may be authorised 
by us to grant permission, and give directions in 
that behalf, we do herchy notify, that wo havo 
authorised Charles Buckner, Esq. vice admiral of 
the white, and commander in chief of his Ma- 
jesty's ships and vessels in the river Medway, and 
at the buoy at the Nore, to hold cunmmuication 
or intercourse with the saiil crews, and to grant 
permission and give directions in that behalf. 
And we do further notify and declare that wo are 
authorised by his Majesty, in pursuance of the 
said act, to acc(‘pt the submission of the crows of 
any of the said ships, or of any person or persons 
on board of such ships, and to declare any such 
person or persons to have returned to their duty, 
and thereupon to declare the person or persona 
whose submission shall so accepted, or who 
shall b^p declared to liave Returned to their duty, 
to be Upmpted and relie^Sl^ from- all or any of 
the penalties and forfeitures in the said act. 

Given under our hands, and the seal of office 
of Admiralty, this 7tU day of June, 1797. 

Spencer, H. Se)mour, 1. Gambicr, 

Arden, Ph, Stephens, W. Young. 

Charles S, Pybus, 

By command of their Lordships, 
Evan Nepean. 
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In the Thames matters began to assume a more 
favourable aspect; the Lancaster man-of-war, 
which lixx off Purfleet, as was before stated, had 
l)ecn effectually tampered with by the delegates 
from Slieornoss, and was only prevented from 
dropping down the River and joining the fleet tat 
the Nore, by iinremitted vigilance, and a deter- 
mination upon the part of government to sink 
her by a destructive fire from the batteriesj|tef sho 
sliould offer to weigh anchor. Time for dedibera- 
tion, a want of union, distrust of eacli other, and 
the formidable preparations which were going on 
before tlieir eyes for the signal punishment of the 
mutineers, began to influence the crew of the 
Lancaster ; and as each day passed without a 
decisive blow from the Nore, so the ardour of 
resistance cooled down, and the favourable oppor- 
tunity arrived to turn tlie wavering resolution of 
the sailors towards their allegiiince. Besides, they 
were aware that gun boats had been manned and 
appointed to reduco them to obedience. Weighing 
these circumstances, Captain Wells seized the 
favourable jimeturo, and signified his desire to 
address the men, to which they cheerfully acceded. 
He stated to them the decisive steps taken by 
government, with tl|||^ support* of parliament, 
and tlio concurrent *ice of the iiaUon ; and 
concluded by observUlg, that he had done 
his duty in pointing out their danger, and tha,t 
they must abide by the consequences. His speech 
produced its intended effect, for, in the course of 
the evening and night watch, a poll was taken, 
and it appeared that a considerable majority de- 
cided upon requesting their Captain to convey 
their proposals to the Admiralty. They solicited 
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the king’s pardon, the release of such of the crew 
as were in confinement, and a change of certain 
oflGicers. Upon these conditions they promised to 
return to their duty. Captain Wells executed 
his commission, and placed, their overtures before 
the Board ; Mr. Pitt assisting at their deliberations. 
In the end a compromise was effected, and the 
Lancaster hauled down the red flag. 

WiUi a fixed determination to cut off all means 
of escape from the mutinous fleet, government, at 
the suggestion of Mr. Sheridan, adopted the bold 
and clever measure of taking up all the buoys and 
pulling down all the beacons in the tlireo channel 
leading to the Thames. In consequence, the fol-* 
lowing notice was issued by the Trinity Ilouse. 

Tiinlty Houso, Lon<1on, Juno 8, 1797* 
Ilis Majesty having thought fit, by his order 
in council, to direct tile buoys in the several chan- 
nels to be Removed, and the beacons to be cut 
down ; 

Notice is hereby giv?n, that the several buoys 
in the North, Nub, and Queen’s l^ianncls are 
i^^moved, and the beacons cut do\<^n accordingly : 
and further notice will bo given as soon as it ^ 
judged proper to replace the same.” 

This order was exccutelfen Wednesday the 7th, 
althou^not without danjir to those employed 
on the service, for the of one of the Trinity 

boats, in removing the beacon nearest the Nore, 
was surprised by* a row-galley, manned by foHy 
sailors, who had almost sucopeded in taking him 
and his crew prisoners. Another desertion proved 
a want of harmony in the fleet with the designs 
of the delegates, and, at the same time, evidenced 
< 1 . 
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the nature of the system which was pursued 
to preserve the semblance of unanimity. The 
Firm, gun-boat, commanded by Captain Price, 
escaped by cutting both cables in the dead of 
niglrt, in a heavy gale of wind. She managed by 
good seamanship to make Sheerness. This vessel 
liad been ordei’ed to proceed with the fleet against 
Tilbury Fort ; but the report of the furnaces 
heated with red-hot shot is supposed to have 
disconcerted the plan. In order to prevent th^ 
recurrence of similar escapes, the^ disposition of 
tho ships was changed ; they were spread in an 
uninterrupted line across the channel, with the 
most determined crews placed at the extremities, 
or stationed at regular distances throughojut. The 
line was double, running nearly east and west 
from the Great Nore Sand ; the Sandwich, with 
the red flag flying at her main, was moored next 
to the shore, and closed the lines to the westward, 
while a chain of frigates guarded the opposite 
extremity. 

On Thursday morning, June 8, Captain Knight 
Vfent on bJlfe:‘d the Montague, taking with him 
copies of the bills and proclamations on the sufi- 
jftet of the mutiny ; the yards of all the ships were 
manned, and he was treated with a great show of 
respect. All the documents were seized by tJie 
delegates, who proceeded forthwith tui^bold a 
council upon the coiiftents. It was debated, in 
the first instance, whether or not full information 
should be communicated to the fleet at largo; 
the decision, however prevailed that the president 
should visit each vessel, and declare to the crews 
the general purport of the measures directed 
against them, with ^uch omissions ,as might best 
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suit the designs entertained by the committee. It 
would appear that tlie government condescended 
to give no other reply to the letter %ddressed by 
the delegates to the king than the transmission of 
the papers, specified above, through the hands of 
Captain Knight. Parker, accompanied by the 
principal members of the committee, proceeded on 
bpard each ship in the fleet, and having assembled 
the crew, read the extracts already sanctioned by 
the committee, omitting, however, all mention of 
the pardon graciously offered to those who should 
return to their duty within the prescribed time* 
The following scene is said to have taken place 
on board the Monmouth, after ho had finished 
readingi^he extracts. lie addressed the sailors in 
these terms: — ‘‘Brothers, I have told you the 
contents of the king's proclamation, which ought 
to excite our indignation. It calls us rchek — are 
we so ? (a cry from all sides, No I no !) Why, 
then, our countrymen are rebels to us in calling us 
so : I say we are all honest men ; I and my bro- 
ther delegates are all united, and acting in the 
cause of humanity ; and while life ^animates the 
Beart of Dicic Parkfir^ he will be true to the 
cause/’ Wlion Parker had finished his speedi, 
Gregory, another delegate, commented upejn the 
terms of the proclamation in strong and vehement 
language. As he was leaving the ship, Parker 
told the oflicers that he had heard a good report 
of them from the seamen, and coogratuiated them 
upon the good opinion they had earned by their 
honourable and humane behavioixr. On board 
the Ardent, Parkejr alluded to the report that he 
had made a private purse of the money entrusted 
to the delega^ by the seamen for common ser- 
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vices; is said, he remarked “That is false; 
the fact is, I owe my washer-woman eighteen 
pepce^ and^have not even money to pay her.” 
Upon which one of the men shouted, with 
more trutli than i discretion, “Why, then, you" 
are a precious admiralj indeed !” This was the 
only occasion upon which Parker visited all the 
ships in succession ; but he Avas rowed through 
the fleet every day, with one or two exceptions : 
and as he passed, the Siroiids were manned ano^ 
the crews cheered. The fearful drama, hpwever, 
was uow drawing rapidly to a close. The crisis 
had arrived; the critical hour, when the severe 
test was to he applied, and the discovery made, 
how far the sailors were prepared to foH|w their 
leaders, in this desperate career. The attitude 
maintained by the government; the silence of 
the king to their letter of remonstiance; the assem- 
bling of an armed force, manned by crowds of 
volunteers, and commanded by officers celebrated 
for their skill and intrepidity ; the menacing aspect 
of the batteries on shore ; the concentration of a 
lafge body of mijitary prepared to act at every 
point ; the cutting away of buoys and beacons ; — 
these ^manifest symptoms of a fixed resolve to put 
down4be mutiny at all hazards, while an attack 
by and a repulse by land aw^aited the least 
movement upon their part^ indicated to the muti- 
neers that the fiine for an unconditional submission 
lyas at band, unless sopa© master-stroke of policy or 
some daring exploit should be called in aid to ex- 
tricate them from a position in which huiPiliation 
and destruction threatened them from every side. 

The cours^ to be pursued, not merely for 
to Ih^ijjpvertures, but for actual pjr^ervatioh,'eh- 
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gaged the anxious deliberations of tbe committee. 
The disaffected and almost rebellious state of 
Ireland* held exit an inducement to sail to her 
shores, and to seek co-operatiorf and sympathy at 
tho hands of a people impatient of the British 
government. But then easterly winds prevailed, 
making tbe attem})t impracticable. 

Next, a proposition was made by one of the 
^delegates, more desperate and uncompromising 
than the rest, td carry the whole fleet into one of 
the French i^brts. But the rough and, in tho main, 
faithful spirit of an Englisli sailor rovoltod at the 
idea of arming a people whom ho had been taught 
to consider, from his cradle, as a legitimate, natu- 
ral, and most bitter enemy, with the elements 
of that power which had so often crushed in tri- 
umphant victory their most magnificent arma- 
ments. America next presented itself for their 
consideration ; but pride equally forbade tliem to 
seek shelter in that quarter, and to deliver the 
British flag into the hands of a rovolter from 
the mother country, 'flien possibility was 
discussed of running into lillio foreign port, 
and selling the ships to any government which 
might be disposed to purchase them ; but hero 
again the sanie arguments prevailed as before: 
such an act would tarnish the honour of British 
seamen^ no less than a deliberate and open sur- 
render, of the fleet, without pay or reward, to the 
enemy* I/ast of all, it was determined to break up 
and separate : the Standard to he ordered to Cher- 
Itohrg ; the MOnmoutU, Lion^ Nassau, Sandwich, 
and Director, to the Frith of Cromarty, in Scot- 
land; tho Froserpine, Hound, Inflexible, and 
Comet, to some colony, which was^not mentioned* 
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By this plan, the delegates expected to distract 
the attention of government, to place themselves 
out of danger^ and perhaps, in the event of the 
enemy putting to' sea with a commanding force, 
to eSstort terms by the pressure of circumstances. 
But then the buoys had been taken up, and in 
this way*their plans were disconcerted ; for several 
of the ships had expressly declared they would 
ndt stir from the Nore, w^h the certainty of run- 
ning aground and suffering shi|)wreck, if they 
should weigh anchor in the abseftee of pilot, 
buoy, or beacou, to conduct them safely through 
the Channel. Such was the perplexity and dis- 
union in the council of the delegates. It was 
evident, however, that something must be done, 
and that immediately, to paralyse the government 
and to avert impending ruin. 

Therefore the order was made, and the fiat 
sealed, to put to sea, with a view of deciding 
upon their destination, and upon the measures 
most advantageous to be adopted, when they 
should have on^ broken awAy from the net, 
which was the- jBte tightly drawn around them 
by each moment of delay. This was the emergency 
which, in extraordinary times, draws out extraor- 
dinary characters. But, fortunately for the coun*- 
try, the fleet possessed no man of transcendent 
ability to give forcb to desperate measures; no 
man of superior genius to found his own indivi- 
dual greatness upon the doy?nfal of his country's 
glory; no man of mysterious influence to com- 
bine, direct, and control the rebellious spirits 
by which he was surrounded. Had there been 
such an one, a Cromwell or a Napoleon, disgui^d 
under the rough aspect of a common sailijfr, the 
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consequences of 4hat night’s deliberations might 
have altered the destiny not only of England or 
of Europe, but of the whole habitable globe, as 
the torrent of the French revolution, under the 
mighty genius of Bonaparte, actually did alieot man- 
kind at no great subsequent interval of either time 
or space. To suggest hero the bold decisive steps 
which men thus driven to desperation might have 
taken to compel the nation to do them justice, 
mi^ht be misinterpreted, or turned to an evil 
advantage at some future day ; but it is easy to 
glance at the one or two de^penate moves upon 
the board, against which no energy of the nation 
could Iiave availed. 

On Friday morning, the 9th of Juno, Parker 
made the signal for sailing. The fore-top sail of 
tlie Sai^dwich was loosed ; a gun was fired ; the 
signal was answered by all the ships ; the wind 
was favourable — it was blowing a fresh breeze 
from the south-east : but although answered, the 
signal was not obeyed. And hero is the' last con- 
vincing proof that a reform of intolerant abuses 
alone, and no wish to injure their- native land, had 
been their aim throughout. For this they had 
forfeited even life, yet would not strike the coun- 
try that had so wronged them ; a septimeut of 
afiection at that instant obliterated all iteiem- 
brance of grievances unredressed, of claims dis-^ 
regarded, and countrymen more obduraj^e and“ 
aelfislji than themselves. No hand moved to weigh 
anchor or to unfurl sails. ICh© fleet remained 
stationary, but tho confederacy was shaken to its 
core ; the link was broken, the charm dissolved. 
The soul of the mutiny liad already fled ; the 
bloodier fat© of its supporters was to follow., 
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CHAPTER lx. 

The proclamations, wliich liad been liitberto in 
part suppressed, now gained circulation throligh 
the fleet. When the sailors became acquainted 
with the fact, that pardon had "been offered to all 
who should retuTu to their duty, they felt aggrieved, 
that;||^fae delegates should have kept back this 
important information. The proposition to carry 
the fleet out to sea, aggravated feelings of dis- 
satisfaction, which increased into distr^j^st and 
disunion. Water and provisions were now fright- 
fully deficient, ^and the means of obtaining, fresh 
supplies had been effectually out ofiT. The Sand- 
wich was in a most deplorable state of misery and 
confusion, and suftered from a want of the mere 
necessaries of life* A little biscuit and junk formed 
her whole stock of prpviglons; her water was 
putrid, and so scarce that two sentinels kept con- 
tinual gu^rd over (t. Sentinels were also posted 
in quarter of the ship, to maintain order ; 
and the cries of women and childrep^ who had not 
been jj^riui^ed to go on shore, were lamentable 
Beyond descriptio|u If this were the wretched 
condition of the fl^ship, it may be supposed none 
of the rest enjoyed a greater bhare of comforts^ A 
rapi<| change in the^ seutiments of the respective 
crews prevailed and gathered strength ; some were 
desirous of resigning the command of the Yessils 
into the hands of the officiUfS, and only waited for 
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a favourable juncture to give effect to their wishes ; 
others eagerly prepared for desertion, determining 
to brave the guns of the mutineers, rather than 
endure their yolvo any longer. The Leopard, of 
50 guns, under the command of Lieutenant Robb, 
in the abs(‘nce of the captain, who had been sent 
on shore, earned the distinction of being the first 
ship to abandon the cause, after the signal had 
been made for the fleet to sail The Leopard had 
throughout been distinguished for violence and 
zealous attachment to the <lelegates ; but on Friday 
the 9th of June, Mr. Robb perceived a change in 
the disposition of some of the petty officers, and 
resolved to turn it to advantage. Collecting^he 
officers of the ship and a few seamen on whom he 
could depend, in the ward^room, he turned tKo 
aftermost guns forward, primed and loaded, and 
placed trusty men by them ready to fire, should 
it Unfortunately prove necessary ; the ward •room 
door was then thrown open, and while it thus 
unmasked his battery wliich commanded the main- 
deck, himself and his followers, well armed, rushed 
forward among the jpeople, and ordered them to 
surrender: som# little resistonde was at first offcijed, 
but soon subsided* One of the seamen, however, 
named John Stanton, attaoked^ Lieutenant Bu- 
chanan in the fray, and drove a half- piko right 
through his body ; the unfortunate officer lingered 
for a mw days |nd their expired. Another officer 

^ - 

* Thh ship, the i»copar4, became afteiVrards etill mom 4is* 
tingulsbcd jia bistoiy^ tbe commgud of thp gallant and 
able Captain Humpbmyt, now S»rS«»Insbu|*y Povonport, K,C,H> 
Tbii o£ieer, under clrcumatenees requiring the bighett detiatoiii 
of ebsmeter, ctqitnmd the Amencitn jpr^te Chesnpea^, and 
mttM her fi>t the darters found on board, wheneo 

arose ^e second Ami^icau «ar«,^^ce James’s Naval Xlistoiy, 
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ran down with a party to the lower deck, seized 
the foremost guns, which were pointed aft, and, 
by pouring vinegar into the veJits, completely 
disabled them ; the same officer awaited orders to 
cut the cables. 

In the mean time, those on deck were not idle ; 
a party went aloft and loosed the top sails, which 
in a few minutes were sheeted home, the jib run 
up, the cables cut, and she passed through the 
fleet, exposed to its fire, witliout sustaining any 
injury. Mr. Robb conducted his ship in the most 
gallant and seaman*like style up the Thames, and 
when out of "gun-sliot, had run as far as fading 
day* would permit. lie then came to an anchor, 
and put eighteen of the most daring of the ring- 
leaders into close confinement. The example of 
the Leopard was soon followed by the Repulse, of 
64 guns ; but this ship^ lay too far westward to 
weather the Nore Sand, and gain the river ThaineS; 
she was therefore obliged to run for Shcerness 
harbour. Unfortunately, the tide at that time did 
not serve; it was about three o'clock p. m. and there 
was not sufficient water t<^ carry her over the 
shoal: this the pilot in vain re|n*esented to the 
seamen, wlio in this ship were mostly in favour of 
government, and who, flying from one extreme to 
the other, insisted on the cables being out and sail 
made; this was done, but, as the pilot had foretold, 
the ship grounded very soon after, and lay exposed 
to th^fire of t||^ whole fleet for the space of one 
hour and twenty minutes. Those ships whose guns 
could not otherwise be brought to bear, got sprmgs 
upon their cablesl Among these was the Director, 
of 64 guns. Thei^onmouth and the Isis were 
particularly active iu attackihg the Repul^ the 
former of which fired e^|^ty shots. The officers of 
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the Repulse uow saw that every energy was 
required on their part to save the ship's company, 
who had thus rashly committed themselves ; the 
latter seemed also determined, by their coolness 
and good conduct, to atone for the past. 

There was not a ship in the flec't, whose guns 
could be brought to bear, which did not fire on 
the stranded deserter. The leading men of the 
Agamemnon begged they might be also allowed 
to fire, to keep up appearances with tiu* delegates ; 
but, to prove they had no bad intent iong^ they 
requested Lieutenants Rowed and Brenton would 
point the guns, which was done in such a manner 
as to send every shot wide of its mark. This good 
spirit, however, did not pervade the fi<‘et gene- 
rally. By some accounts, for nearly two hours 
the firing was maintained against the Repulse, as 
she lay aground without returning a shot. Her 
officers and crew in the mean time were not idle s 
the water in the hold was started^ihe casks stove, 
and a strong party sent to the pumps. In Uiis 
manner the ship was lightened, and as tlie tide 
rose she floated and ran into the harbour. 
Her fore-topnmst was shot away ; she suflered 
damage also in her lower and running rigging ; 
she received upwards of fifty shot in her hull ; one 
passed tlirough her, tnd another, taking an oblique 
direction, went through the hawse-hole, and car- 
ried away the spritsail-yard. Lieutenant George 
Delano was the only person wounded. His leg 
was shattered by a ball, and suffered amputation; 
while at the same time it is ludicrously stated as 
a fact, that one of his boots, which was jbai^ng 
up in his cabin, was hit in tl|e same place as his 
leg. ^During the attack, the del^ates, maddened 
by the attempt at dese||ion, sent four hundred 
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fresh hands on board the Monmouth, to hssist in 
working her guns, with emphatic orders to sink 
and, destroy the Kopulse ; ainong this reinforce- 
ment Mvar^ included six of the Repulse's crew, 
who happened to be in other sliips at the moment 
0 ? lior escape. But although she had succeeded 
in defying the vindictive riige of the delegates, a 
further peril awaited her ; the mutinous spirit wgs 
not allayed on board, although the majonty were 
sincere in their change of sentiment. “Wiiile she 
lay off Gravesend, a plot was formed to blow her 
up. Trains had been laid to the powder maga- 
zine, and combustibles disposed in various parts of 
the sfeip. Providentially, one of the sailors, sus- 
pecting an attempt at a second mutiny, observed 
the actions and overheard the conversation of 
some of the crew, whom he 'had known to be the 
most ear^pst and desperate among the mutineers. 
In this way the conspirators were discovered; 
and when char|ed with the diabolical intention, 
thdl' openly avoWed it, affirming that they might 
as well blow up the ship and themselves in it, as 
be taken on shore to be ignipainiously handed. 
On board the Leopard, also, the men were .excited 
to mutiny afresh ; but the design was immediately 
crushed, and the abettors placed in irons. The 
Ardent, 64, cut' her cables**and drifted in the 
midst of the confusion caused by the desertion of 
the Repulse and Leopard. She Set her fore-top- 
sails, which uiaterially'^ssisted her progress ; but 
as soon as Iier intentions were discovered, tl^e 
Sandwich, Inflexible, an^ other ships, opened* a 
tVemendpus Are upon ber as sh'e passed : the da- 
mage, however, which she sustained in successfully 
accomplishing her object Vvas trivial, compared 
with the attack dirocte^j^gainst her. When the 
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excitement of the moment was oyer, and the three 
vessels were out of sight, cool reflection succeeded; 
the spirits of the mutineers received a blow from 
wlrich they in vain attempted to recover ; confi- 
dence in themselves, in their cause, aid in their 
leaders, gave place to doubt and despair. The 
reaction became, hour by hour, violent in 
proportion as tlio triumph they had expected 
receded to a greater distance, and as the hopes 
they had cherished in the success of tlie dolegatei 
faded fast away. The former accusations of "dupli- 
city were revived against tho committeo; the des- 
perate project of carrying off and of delivering the 
fleet into the enelny's power, was again canvassed 
and universally reprobati‘d. Parker had all along 
cheered them with the certainty of obtaining the 
CQ-operation of Sir Roger Curtis s squadron at 
Spitliead, and had boasted that ho would make 
the Admiralty humble themselves to tho condi- 
tipns he proposed, immediately upon tho appear- 
ance of that force, upon the accession of which 
to their cause he confldontly relied. But tho 
address from the Spithead fleet, already quoted, in 
its order of time, had annihilated all prospect of 
assistaitce from that quarter. B<^sides, the attempt 
to suppress the whole truth, in the king's procla- 
mation and the late a^ts of parlianient, added fuel 
to the resentmipit gainst the delegate's, which was 
gathering into a flame. When the^ seamen were 
folly acqu^nted wi^i the parities contained 
in tliose acts, and with the subjectrof bis Majesty's 
proclamation, their mr ^u rs broke out into bitter 
reoriihinaiibn* They refShred back to what 

and inveighed against the unfair ail4 
i!^ripd oUnduct of the principal delegates, 
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different resolutions were not communicated, as in 
the beginning of the mutiny^ to the crews of the 
several ships. The effect of such garbled state- 
mefffe had been to increase ^rather tlian appease 
the mutiny ; and the fleet found itself branded 
with the character of rebellion and treachery, when 
it had flattered itself that its position was merely 
one of remonstrance. 

The tempest of discord, raised by vexation and 
disappointment, was beating more fiercely against 
Parker and the delegates of the Sandwich, than 
against any other section of the committee. The 
greatest disorder soon prevailed ; of the twenty 
vessels remaining off the Nor©, tilbt more than one 
half%ept the red flag flying at the main; while 
others, plainly revealing a desire to return to their 
duty, hoisted the union colours. The crews voted 
a want of confidence in Parker and Im brethren 
of the Sandwich, and desired the committee to leave 
that vessel to itself, and heucefori^h to hold their 
deliberations on board the Montague. These pro- 
ceedings on the part 4)f the fleet, excited tumult 
and disunion in tho Sandwich ; a complete division 
took place, and the head-quarters of the delegates 
and their opponents wer^ distinguished ?by the 
napies of Royalists and Republicans, Orders and 
counter-orders were issued ; as each prevailed, 

so the red flag and the union Wlours were alter- 
nately hoisted and lowered. In the end, however, 
after a personal conflict qjf some duration, the 
republican factjbn gau^ th© ascendency, and the 
signal of defiance was^likto proclaim the senti- 
ments of the majorifcyjt result, however, was 
ascertained beyond doubt, that the royalists were 
acquiring sH^gth both in numbers and in 
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to Parker and his adherents, whose only chance 
of safety narrowed itself into the miserable alter- 
native of speedy flight. 

In the mean whiTd^) the committee on boar® the 
IMontagiie deliberated for themselves^ upon the 
terms held out by the king’s proclamation. When 
they clearly perceived that exceptions were made 
in thCvking’s pardon graciously proposed for their 
acceptance, and that the ringleaders known by the 
title of delegates, were to be surrendered by the 
crows to take their trial for the acts of rebellion, 
committed by their orders, they hesifeatod in their 
submission. Tlio crews also acquiesced in this 
gallant feeling, to, stand out at all risk, rather 
tliau purchase immunity at the expense of*their 
companions* safety. It was deemed advisable, 
therefore, to despatch Captain Knight and Captain 
Cobb, under a flag of truce, to Sheerness, that 
they might convoy fresh overtures to government 
for reconciliation. TKby offered to resign the 
command of the ships to the Admiralty on con- 
dition of receiving a general and unqualified part- 
don ; they also required that none of tho officers 
who had been dismissed by the seamen should be 
retained in the same ^ssels. These propositions 
were accompanied by a determination to leave the 
redress of their gMvanoes to the clemency and 
diaemtion of the Ifflig- The red flag was again 
unanimously hoisted, until the reply of govern- 
ment should reach the Ndre. 

But the ministers by tMfe time felt the improve^ 
ment of their position, the power of the mutiny 
<nrnmbling under their feet. ^They had also learned, 
by experience that the men' opposed/# them in 
Ihe persons of the delegatdl were de$titute of those 
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rude but stern abilities which must be feared and 
re$j»ected ^lierever they a|)pear. ^ Tliey thought 
tha|i?the opportunity had arrived for crushing 
effectually and for ever the spirit of insubordina- 
tion, and for putting down, severity of punish- 
ment, tlie dangeijous system of acfive remonstrance 
against grievances, howeyer just in their chai'acter. 
The board of admiralty Vas instructed tu* reject 
every offer short of unconditional submission, as 
a preliminat’y point. 

At the same time, it was intimated that his 
Majesty's gracious pardon would he extended to 
tlio crews of all the rebel ships, which should be 
voluntarily surrendered ; butfci^as distinctly laid 
down, that to comprondise Avith Parker, and the 
more notorious delegates, would bring disgrace 
upon the country, and serve as a piemium for 
future mutiny. If invitations to obedience should 
fail, force was to be app^ed. The Nepinno bad 
taken in her guns at Long lleacli, and Sir E* 
Gower was re^y in the Thames with an armament 
consisting of five or six ships of the line, several 
frigates, and between twenty and thirty gun-boats, 
under the command of Lord ^JKeitlu Activity, 
energy, and zeal animated4ioth officers and men 
in ti^mpleting the ‘preparations necessary for the 
expedition. The Warrim; "^Hh all 

possible despatej^y having buj|-*heaas built into 
Iw, for the purpose qf pr|Yenting the seaipen from 
l^^tding her. Sir (fdrtis's squadron b^^d 

been ordeied round fr<m Spithead^ to co-c^crate 
with Sir E. Gowor^^We dockyards were busy 
l^ith the n^e of prep|^l^on,and the smBns, instead 
of forgin^noliors, were employed in making 
grape ai^d w^^hot. Xhus the unhappy ^4^et at 
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tho Nore, menaced from without, and torn hy 
dissension from within, possessed neither power to 
negotiate with success, nor to escape destruction, ex- 
cept upon the precise terms dictated by the govern- 
ment, and ratified by the support of the country. 

Ever since the secession of the Leopard and tho 
Repulse, mortification and defeat attended both tho 
threats and tho actions of tho mutineers. They 
had the chagrin of seeing the Dromedary escape 
their hands by defying and breaking througli tho 
blockade. This vessel, commanded by Captain 
Collis, had on board upwards of 40,000/. in specie, 
brought from Lisbon ; upon her appearance oft' the 
Nore, she was ordered to heave to and surrender; 
instead of which, she gallantly made for the river, 
sailing througli the fleet, and running the gauntlet 
of an incessant fire from the Sandwich, Inflexible, 
and Proserpine, for at least half an hour. Indeed, 
so rapidly was the mutiny drawing towards its 
dissolution, that the victualling office ftccived 
orders for fresh beef and other provisions, for the 
supply of each ship which might desert thereon- 
federacy and the public expectation seemed only 
to be delayed by the prevalence of contrary winds, 
which prevented the lees virulent vessels from enter- 
ing Sheerness harbour. 

Thus, the panic ik th«|fleet daily assumed a more 
anxious character ; the desire to make terms with 
tho government, by conceding point after “point, 
was most urgent ; flags of truce were continually 
passing from the Nore to Sheemess, and in the 
end recourse was again had to tho influence and 
mediation of Admiral Butiner. Tbs delegates 
earnestly expressed by letter their sm^re wishes 
to restore discipline and order, but at the same 

R 
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time requested a list might be furnished them, 
containing the names of those persons, implicated 
in the mutiny, who were marked out by the Admi- 
ralty for punislmient. To give the appearance of 
good faith to the negotiations, they struck the red 
flag, previously to forwarding their request. But 
the government remained firm to their original 
policy, and refused to treat with any crew whicli 
might still maintain itself in rebellion. A second 
proposition, to yield upon the simple condition of 
a general pardon, met with prompt rejection upon 
similar grounds. In the mean time, the rumour of 
active measures, and of the presence of a force equal 
to cope with the obstinate section of the fleet, 
gained circulation, and scattered dismay through the 
bosoms of those who might without presumption 
entertain hopes of forgiveness, if their submission 
were only proffered in time. The dread, therefore, 
of exemplary punishment began to operate with 
great Sfect. Flags of truce were passing continu - 
ally between the mutinous fleet and the shore, 
chiefly on the part of the Admiralty, with the view 
of liberating the officers, before the dreadful alter- 
native of a general attack should be forced upon the 
government. This preliminary measure, added to 
the conssternation already excited, quickened the 
desire to escape, as quicily as possible, from the 
society of ships ‘afid men, inevitably doomed to 
destr&otion. In consequence of the negotiations 
carried on, twenty officers were liberated, in addi- 
tion to others who had' been turned on shore by 
the mutineers belonging to the Inspector sloop of 
war. Oii||jSiionday evening, June 12, when all 
hopes of accommodation with the Admiralty were 
at an end, except upon terms of unconditional sub- 
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mission, the disastrous position of their affairs 
forced a reaction among the delegates and most of 
the crews; no place for repentance was left, besides 
the clemency and mercy of the executive ; the first 
to surrender would seem to have the best chance of 
favour in the dreadful consequences which were 
already casting their dark shadows over the loaders 
in the rebellion. No means of escape were pre- 
sented to tlie boldest among the mutineers, and 
imagination pictured with s id forebodings the effi- 
ciency of the means provided by government for 
tho forcible suppression of obstnuite disobedience. 
First of all, then, the union flag was hoisti'd several 
times, and as often struck and superseded by tho 
proud signal of contumacy ; as though resolution 
wavered between submission and disgrace. But 
every hour diminished even the slender expecta- 
tion of immunity ; and delay, farther protracted, 
might bring down upon their unsteady councils 
the stern purposes of government, enforced by the 
formidable power under the command of Sir 
Erasmus Gower, 

The delegates were hastily summoned to con- 
.sultation, and tho signal of mourning or distress 
was displayed from most of the ships for upwards 
of an hour. All night and till morning the greatest 
dismay prevailed; a tumult "of opinions raged 
amongst the several crews, and Hi many instances 
extended to personal violence and scenes of bloody 
collision. The desperate question of even then 
attacking Gravesend, and of perishing under the 
guns of the batteries, was agitated and urged by 
the uncompromising ; but a unanirn|jus decision 
upon the best course to be pursued, was, under the 
circumstance not to be expected, 

R 2 
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Early on the Tuesday morning, taking advan- 
tage of the disordered state of the mutiny, the 
Agamemnon, Standard and Vestal slipped their 
cables and stood up the river Thames. The Nassau 
and Iris shortly afterwards followed their example. 
Not a show of opposition was made, nor a gun 
lired, to impede their progress ; the secession was 
too formidable to provoke hostility, and this 
terrible blow paralysed the courage, while it 
instantly shattered the remains, of a combination 
which stands without parallel for boldness and 
duration in the annals of the British navy. The 
Lion adopted the same course late in the evening; 
and that night five ships of the line and three 
frigates lay oft* Gravesend, for ever detached from 
the dangerous confederacy at the Noro. Fourteen 
moii-of-war of different rates still remained at 
anchor, but not a single red flag was flying ; some 
were evidently attempting to make Shcerness, and 
others were shaking out their sails, with the design, 
it appeared, either of sailing into harbour, or the 
Little N ore. But althoifgh the mutiny was clearly 
tottering to foundation, the crews of the desert- 
ing ships were broken up into parties, the majority 
which prevailed not being large eiibugh to extin- 
guish the smotli|jred flame, which having raged 
without check ^ control for weeks, yet existed. 
As no general omer had been issued by the dele^i 
gates, — nor perhaps would any order, if issued, have 
received ready acquiescence at that moment of 
confusion and trepidation, — ^the independent crews 
of the several ships placed their owij^ interpreta- 
tion upon Ahe movement of others, which seemed 
to act in concert. The Standard and Iris, imagin- 
ing that the object of the Agamemnin and Vestal, 



SPITHEAD AND THE NORE. 245 

in slipping tlieir cables and entering the river, was 
to put in execution the debated plan of attacking 
Gravesend, cheerfully seconded the movement^ and 
found themselves snared, by tlieir own mistake, 
into the hands of government. When the real state 
of the case became ajiparont, the fury of the dis- 
affected portion of Ac crew on board the Iris 
knew no bounds. The ship's company divided 
itself into two parties, and prejiarod for a serious 
conflict. The royalists took possession of the 
fore, and tlie piutineers of the after part of the 
frigate ; thus situated, they turned the great guns 
on each other, and began a most terviblo fight, in 
which, however, the mutineers were worsted. 
Tliis disposition to further acts of insubordination 
was only quelled by taking ashore from the 
Standard the rofra<’tory part of her crew, and 
placing her under the guard of a strong military 
force. Still the greatest repugnance continued to 
be exhibited at the demand for a surrender of the 
delegates: while tlio request for a general pardon 
to all men concerned in the mutiny was only 
stifled by coercive measures, and af^izurc of their 
persons. The Lion, finding the hope of forgive- 
ness sliort of unqualified submission futile, set 
sail again for the Nore, and endeavouring to pass 
the batteries, was fired upoP and brought to. 
Parker, perceiving his influence and aiitliority at 
an end, and dismayed by the serious losses he had 
sustained, has been said to have made an unsuc- 
cessful effort to escape ; but the loyal portion of the 
Sandwich’s crew foiled the attempt, and, keeping 
a vigilant watch upon his motions, took care that 
he should wot leave the ship. 

Government, under the confident expectation 
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that ho would seize the first opportunity of aban- 
doning the wreck of liis mutinous fleet, thought 
proper to publish the following reward for his 
apprehension, should he succeed in accomplishing 
his object 

Whereas there is reason^fco believe that Rich- 
ard Parker, now or late a supernumerary seaman 
on board his Majesty's ship Sandwich, at the 
Nore, and who stands charged with divers acts of 
mutiny, treason, and rebcdlion, will attempt to 
make his escape from the said ship, his Majesty, 
for the bettcT discovering and apprehending of the 
said Richard Parker, is hereby pleased to promise 
a reward of five hundred pounds, ft bo paid by 
tlio lords commissioners of his Majesty's treasury, 
to any person or persons who shall aj^prehend, or 
cause the said Richard Parker to be apprehended, 
and brought before some of his Majesty's justices 
of the peace or chief magistrates of the county, 
tQwn, or place where ho ^lall be apprehended, so 
that he may be dealt withal, and proceeded 
against accor^g to law. 

Portland. 

Richard Parker is about thirty'years of age ; 
wears his own haijuphich is black, untied, tbongh 
not cropt ; about five feet nine or ten inches high , 
lias rather a prominent nose, dark eyes and com- 
plexion, and thin visage ; is generally slovenly 
dressed in a plain blue half- worn coat, and a 
whitish or light- coloured waistcoat, and half- 
boots." 

On Wednesday morning the spirit of the muti- 
neers gave way, and the white flag, the sign of 
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unconditional feubinission, replaced the red colours 
of rebellion in nearly all the ships. At about thrt‘o 
o clock tlio Sandwich came drifting into port, with 
a w^hite flag at her maintop, exciting no slight 
apprcliension in the minds of parties shore ^s 
to her real intt‘ntions. ^ 

Every other flag, except the wdiite one, having 
been hauled down, and tin' nails furled, the persons 
who appeared to exercise authority on board now 
bailed the gun-boats, and said, that they can»e into 
liarbour with a determination of surrendering the 
sliip, witli Parker and his co-delegates, into the 
liands of the gon^ernnient. When tlio Saiidwicli 
had droppedjupnchor just within gun-sliot o^. the 
great battery, she was boarded by Captain Moss, 
who immediately resumed the command; and in 
a short time afU'rwMrds Admiral Buekiur re- 
hoisted Ills flag at the fore, amid the hearty accla- 
mations of the crew. The circumstances wliieli 
led to this event were these : in the morning, about 
eight o'clock, vsdiile Parker and his associates 
were holding a council in the ward-room, some of 
the 4!)etty officers, deputed by the rf^entant section 
of the crewu went ashore to their officers, and 
stated, tlmt the pennission of the authorities 
they were willing to yield without conditions, 
relying upon the good servic* of their superiors 
te obtain a pardon. The reply to this being an 
assurance that they must secure Parker and the 
rest of the delegates, the crew immediately hoisted 
the white flag, weighed, and stood in for the Little 
Note, as stated. About half-past six in the even- 
ing, Admiral Buckners boat, commanded by the 
cockswain, with a picket-guard of the West York 
Militia, went alongside the Sandwich. When they 



248 THE MUTINY AT 

arrived on board, very few of the men were to be 
seen on dock. The admiral's cockswain mentioned 
his business to the ofiicers on board, and claimed 
their assistance. Parker, however, when he per- 
ceived that his influence had expired, and that 
ho must be delivered up to the law, summoned 
four of tlie seamen, and placed himself under 
their protection. Lieutenant Mott and a party, 
consisting of eight or ten seamen, then went 
below, and having captured the fallen “ admiral" 
witliout resistance or opposition, pinioned and 
landed him, together with Davis, his cliief confe- 
derate, and the other delegates ©n board, at tlie 
Conmiissioners' Stairs. 

Parker appeared a little disconcerled at the re- 
ception ho jnet with from the bystanders, as ho 
sot his foot on shore, and is reported to have said, 
Do not hoot me ; it is not my fault ; I will clear 
myself," — or words to that effect. He was lodged 
in the black-hole, one of the cells under the chapel 
of the garrison ; where ho awaited, for some hours, 
the time for his examination before the commis- 
sioners. The .|^onmouth followed the Sandwich 
into harbour in the space of an be w ; and after 
a short interval the Montague, B<|^ueux, and 
Inflexible weighed, and made for the Little Nore. 
These three last vessels, however, with a creditable 
consistency and courage, remonstrated against the 
punishment of their delegates, and refused to sur- 
render, until they were assured of a general par- 
don ; for they argued, the criminal intention was 
common to all, but iu extent and degree, although 
the necessity of the case obliged them to select 
the best iu energy and intellect to give unity to 
their purposes, and effect to their designs. 
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The most lucid arguments, however, are apt to 
fail under the impending fire of heavy batteries ; 
on Thursday night the submission became general, 
and oil Friday morning the IVIontague gave up 
their committoo-mon, and sent them dn shore. 
As each ship submitted, the delegates, together 
'with the most conspicuous of the ringleaders, were 
seized and imprisoned ; large bodies oi military 
were also sent on board, to take possesbion, and 
to put down any further insurrectionary move- 
ment. Of all tlio confederate \essels, the Indexi- 
ble was distinguished, a-s though in harmony with 
her name, for an unbending lesolution, even to the 
very last, ai^ for the d.irmg mea‘'Ures slu* advo- 
cat(*d in tlio council of delegates. The Montague 
and the Pylad<'s were not far behind in onevgy 
and determination ; but as we shall have to 
sketch the proceedings of the several vessels, 
taken from the evidence upon the trial of tho 
mutineers, we shall here content ourselves with 
recording tho fact, and refrain from entering into 
detail. 

By this time every ship in tho ifleet had given 
up leadcMIJind committce-iaien ; tlie number of 
prisoners upwards of three hundred ; the 
prisons at yheerness were full ; the chapel of the 
garrison and the Aiolus frigate weie also, by neces- 
sity, dedicated to tho same purpose. From time to 
time, as the prospect of success became less flat- 
tering, those among the delegates who had appre- 
liensions for the result contrived to make their 
escape, although in very many instances they were 
re-eaptured. But now that the mutiny was 
crushed, success out of the question, and all chance 
of mercy flung to the winds, so far as the leadei!P 
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were concerned, every possible device was"" tried 
by many of them to escape the denunciations of 
public vengeance. 

Two delegates of the Inflexible were taken at 
SheernosS, immediately after the promulgation of 
the king’s proclamation interdicting communica- 
tion between the fleet and the shore ; tliey stood 
committed for treason, felony, and piracy. Four 
others ventured their chances of getting off in an 
open boat ; but upon attempting to land, they 
found either shore lined with troops ; accordingly 
they pulled away, and turning the North Fore- 
land, pursued by a cutter, ran into one of the 
gates in the Isle of Thanet. The alarm was given, 
the volunteers turned out, and the delegates Were 
taken. Twelve men and a woman succeeded in 
oftecting their flight from tlie Tisiphone, on the 
Wednesday evening ; and early in the morning of 
the following day, ten or twelve more delegates 
and leaders from tlio Montague, Bolliqueux, and 
Inflexible, trusting themselves to the mercy of 
the winds and waves, rather than to the clemency 
of that veriest coward and tyrant, man, launched 
in the cutter of the Inflexible, and pat out to lea ; 
fortunately for their preservation, happened 
to fall in with a fishing-smack, belonging to Gil- 
lingham ; of this they took possession, and giving 
the owner the cutter to return in, made the best 
of their way to a French port. Having succeeded 
in making Calais, they were disappointed in 
meeting with either a refuge or a welcome ; the 
French authorities imprisoned them all, with the 
intention of sending them back again to England, 

t he disposed of as their own government might 
ink proper.* This determination, however, was 
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not maintained ; the men wore afterwards drafted 
into the French service, and directed, we will 
cliaritably hope, under compulsion or in despair, 
their energies against their native country. In 
the last W(‘ok of August, seven of the sailors who 
escaped from the Inflexible were found among 
the crew of the Lynx Frencli privateer, wlien she 
w%as ca])tured in the Cljannel by the Stork sloop- 
of-war, commanded by Captain Pearson. 

On(* of these ill-fated d<‘legat(‘S, INlartin, ])refer- 
ring the sword of Cato to the ignominy of the 
gibbet, ('ffecinally defied all furtluT outrage from 
that misnamed socu'ty that liad already so infam- 
ously wronged him. Whate,ver may bo \irged 
against tin* mutiny in which be bore so liapless a 
part — whatever may be said of its delegated com- 
mittee, of whom bis bard destiny bad render(*d 
him a member, few hearts will bo able to suppress 
the pang wliich his story must excite among tlio 
fooling and the just, lie hud been an impressed 
man ; and from the gentility of his appearance, 
tlio delicacy of bis hands, and ignorance of sea- 
manship, it was believed that he had been born 
in i'superi<|(p<i^ station in life.* He bad acted as 
captain of tfe mutineers on board the Sandwich ; 
since the disastrous turn of events, be had always 
carried a loaded pistol about him; and a few 
minutes before bis name was called over to go 
ashore, he offered his brother delegate another 
weapon, desiring hitn, if be hfid resolution, to 
follow his example. On the instant of being 
summoned, he discharged his pistol against a 
vital part of his person, and fell a cor|)se upon the 
deck. His remains were taken ashore, and burie(| 
in a cross-road, with a stake driven through his 
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body, according to the sensible and gentle law 
then in existence regarding suicides. 

Humanity and justice shudder when truth 
points out wli’at miglit be, and in all probability 
what were, the provocations received by this 
most unhappy man from that larger congregation 
of animals, who thus vented their disappointed 
malice on his insensible remains. En the first 
place, he was an impressed man— most especially 
a blossom of that Hadrian upas^ the pressgang, 
that lias been watered by the blood and tears of 
so many thousands, to fructify most meetly in a 
mutiny like this of the Nore. Martin was most 
especially one of those men to whom Mr. Pitt 
thought it unnecessary that any advance of pay 
should he made on the country's forcibly kidnap- 
ping him from all his other sources of income or 
Bmployment. For this and other just apd fair 
demands he had remonstrated, as he had seen 
others at Spithead remonstrate, with no greater 
claims but infinitely happier success, and all the 
outward honours that conscience-stricken iniquity 
and cowardly apprehension could render to injured 
power and resistless strength ; yet lyho can Hell 
what sacred or what tender ties the atrocious and 
excitable violence of the pressgang had outraged 
in this man's* person ? .The wife — the children — 
the sister — the aged parent, each or all might 
have been bereft of their only hope, comfort, or 
subsistence, by the sudden and inhuman violence 
that tore this man away from everything dear to 
him in life, and this too for the purpose of enslav- 
ing him on penalty of death in a service of which 
he was ignorant, for which he was unfitted, and 
which every ^previous thought, feeling, custom, 
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and habit must have rendered odious and dreadful 
to a degree. Yet to this man a few bliillinga of 
pay made in advance, to provide himself with 
necessaries for his new-found and hateful calling, 
were deemed too great a luxury — an unnecessary 
indulgence — a superfluous kindness by the rich 
and the tith'd — the prosperous children of acci- 
dent — the accidents of an accident,’* to whom 
birth and inherited wealth had given the mis- 
govcrnincnt of tho country ! ! — to whom the mass 
of the nation, groaning under a load of endless 
taxation, were |>aying enormous salaries and pen- 
sions for this very misgovernn^ent. Thus violated 
in all that should be holy and hallowed among 
men, he lent his best aid to bis fellow- sufferers in 
endeavouring to ameliorate their 0]>pre^cd con- 
dition Through every dechTision of their htpe^ 
every reverse of their fortunes, every promis^ 
bribe for betrayal, he remained faithful to the 
trust reposed in him; and when despair had 
lighted on the 'cause, and his services could no 
longer avail to aid it, he gave his life in expiation 
of his temerity witli all the courage and resolution 
that can elevate the human mind. What but the 
support of la good cause was here wantiug to 
form a hero worthy of all regard ? and what shall 
we say of a service and a government that can 
make a criminal of such a man? Nor*let the 
untried pharisee arraign tho religious crime that 
terminated his sufferings. Tho merciful Creator 
of his c^xistence can alone pronounce upon this 
broker^ canon,** when all the cruel and most 
criminal aggressors who drove the victim to self- 
slaughter*^ are brought for judgment to the same 
bar» 
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Upon tho arrival of the deserting ships in the 
Itiver, two Lords of the Admiralty repaired to 
Gravesend, for tho purpose of examining the 
officers jmd crews, witli the design of separating, 
if potfsible, the less criminal from those wliose 
conduct might be thought worthy of exemplary 
punislunont. 

We now return to Parker. When ho was 
searched, his pockets were found to be full of 
papers; but nothing material could be elicited 
from them, as they consisted principally of a diary 
of the proceedings which had taken place on ship- 
board. Upon his examination before the com- 
missioners, he conducted himself with coolness 
and decorum, lie expressed a confidence that be 
should Jic able to justify himself, in all particu- 
lars! adding that ho hoped ho had behaved in no 
Ircspect dishonourably, nor was he conscious of 
iiaving acted with wrong intentions. The inves- 
tigation lasted three hours, at the conclusion of 
which he was committed to jVIaidstone gaol, 
charged with acts of piracy and high treason. A 
night's reflection in prison had tlie cflect of lower- 
ing his undaunted demeanour. On the Thursday 
morning he was visited by two magistrates of the 
county of Kent, with the object of tracing tho 
origin of the Mutiny, and also of ascertaining 
whether any^ and if any, what persons disaffected 
towai'ds the government had excited the fleet to 
rebellion. He asserted, however, in tho most 
positive terms that tho JMutiny originated, and 
was conducted altogether on board the sl^ps ; be 
said, he knew he should sufter the penalty of death, 
and affected resignation to his fate. He likewise 
vehemently complained of the Inflexible, accusing 
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lier crew of b(*ing deaf to all moderate proi)08als, 
and of insisting upon desperate and sanguinary 
measures. He Mattered himself that he should 
have an impartial trial, and entertain||^ a faint 
hope that he should b(‘ able to give such a favour- 
able account of the transactions in which he took 
part, as to ensure an escape from punishment, if 
not a free pardon. The following is the account 
of his ^ life and history circulated through the 
country by means of the public press ^ nor arc wo 
aware that its accuracy has ever been impugned. 

Itichard Parker is said to have betui desc(‘ndcd 
from a respectable family in ExjjJer. 1 To rec<‘ivcd 
a good education, entered the navy when ho was 
twelve years of age, and about the conclusion of 
the American war was an acting-lieutenant in otifUi 
of his JVInjesty’s ships. At this time he came into 
possession of some ]>roperty, and shortly after 
wards went to Scotland, where lie married a 
farmer’s daughter in Aberdeenshire, with whom 
he received a decent patrimony. Having no em- 
ployment, ho fell into extravagant habits, squan- 
dered his fortune, became involved in debt, was 
cast into the gaol at Kdiiiburgli, where ho was 
lying at the time when the counties were raising 
seamen for the navy, Upon this, he enrolled 
himself. among the Perthshire volunteers, received 
the bounty, and obtained his release from prison 
by paying the detaming creditor a part of the 
money he had received. lie was now put on board 
tlie Tender, then in Leith Roads, commanded by 
Captain Watson, who conveyed him, with many 
others, to the Nore. On the passage, the captain 
was struck both with his activity and polite address. 
It happened during the Mutiny that Captain 
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Watson, upon his voyage home, was detained by 
tho delegates, and ordered to go on board tlio 
Sandwich, where he recognised and was questioned 
by Parlw. Parker also recollected his person, and 
ensured mr him respectful behaviour. He com- 
manded every man on board to treat Captain 
Watson witli civility, saying, he was the sailors 
friend, and had beliavcd with kindness towards 
himself; and that if any person should pi’Qsnmc to 
act otherwise, he should be immediately swung 
aloft, pointing as he spoke to tho rope which 
dangled at the yard-arm. Captain Watson 
watched his opjwtunity of hinting to Parker the 
impropriety of ms conduct, and the consequences 
that would inevitably follow ; this friendly expos- 
; tulation seemed to throw a momentary damp upon 
his spirits ; but he expressed a desire to wave the 
subject, and Captain Watson then loft him, having 
obtained permission to proceed upon his voyage. 
Of course tho most exaggerated stories were disse- 
minated relative to Parker s character and vices, 
lie was charged with having been disgraced and 
degraded, and also with ignorance of seamanship, 
but, as it would appear, without the slightest 
foundation. All parties, however, agree in the 
statement made by his wife, in a letter praying for 
a commutation of the capital punishment, that he 
was subject to fits of temporary derangement. 
In his passage between Leith and Sheerness, when 
there was yet no crime alleged against him, he 
attempted to destroy himself by jumping over- 
board. It was also stated that he had been dis- 
charged from tho Royal William, in 1794, on 
account of having displayed symptoms of insanity. 
A very short time only elapsil between his arrival 
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at the Nore, and the breaking out of the mutiny, 
in which he first joined as a confederate, and even- 
tually rose to the unenviable rank of President " 
and dircccor of its operations. 

Tlie country was now triumphant in Ss exult- 
ation at tlie successful dissolution of a league 
winch, thanks to the obstinacy and injustice of 
her rulers, at one iiine threatene<l to lay her 
honours in the dust, and to expose her prostrate 
strength to the insult of a combined enemy. No- 
thing could excc(’d the joy with which the news 
was hailed tinough the land. 

Thb courage which had alii^t deserted the 
most confident was speedily rearoured, and they 
who had trembled the most fearfully in the crisis 
of calamity, now naturally lifted up their most 
sweet voices" with the greatest clamour and impor- 
tunity for strong measures and a rigorous disjday 
of punishment. But to terminate the disastrous 
affair favourably, wholly to remove all the reason- 
able complaints of the service, to deprive the sea- 
men thereafter of any pretence for violent measures, 
and, by a due mixture of justice and leniency, to 
Bccxkva their aflections on the side of government 
and their country, required a magnanimity, a libe- 
rality, a manliness of thought, and a knowledge 
of human nature, which few administrations pos- 
sess, and in which few times, desecrated by party 
heat, can afford to indulge. 

The Whigs, naturally taking umbrage, or rather 
in despair, at the rejection of their proposed 
measure of naval reforms, had warned the tyran- 
nical and obstinate minister, in no measured 
language, of the ruin to which his folly exposed 
the state, and the and chivalrous Sir Francis 
s 
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Burdett especially resisted the arbitrary proposi- 
tions recommended by Mr. Pitt. Mr. Sheridan, 
however, with greater hope, but less consistency, 
pointed out, it is true, the nature of the disorder, 
and the means for an effectual remedy ; but he too 
generously strengthened the hands of a most fla- 
grant government, by readily acceding to the extra- 
ordinary powers which they demanded for the pur- 
pose of crushing the seamen, without the slightest 
guarantee that their wrongs slioiild be righted, 
when their mutiny had been punished. From the 
very outset, at Spithead, the conduct of the admi- 
nistration was ^^h as to leave it doubtful whether 
the all-in-all cWt of the cabinet lies most open 
to censure or contempt. Had ho for an instant 
possessed the grasp of mind so long attributed to 
him by the venal satellites his gross corruption 
and prostituted power procured, surely he would 
at first have consented to probe the seat of the 
disease, and immediately applied a remedy pro- 
portionate to the extent of the cancer, which was 
preying upon the vitals of the most noble service 
in the world. Thus would the nation have been 
spared weeks of anxious uncertainty, and scenes 
of retributive justice and vindictive punishment, 
which, even if some of them be held necessary, 
were accompanied by most painful feelings of hu- 
miliation, and a sad distrust of the future, which 
struck irremediably at the public credit. But 
when the critical moment arrived, and the subse* 
quent w’elfare of Great Britain hung doubtfully in 
the scale, what do we behold? — Not that the 
safety of the empire is secured by the frai^icidal 
preparations for butchering veterans who had 
laughed at death from mfan|^ to age ; not even 
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the pacifying of the tempest by just though ex- 
torted concession ; but tlie chance protection of the 
monarchy and the state by tlie accidental disunion 
of the rebellious loaders, and tho providential ab- 
S(‘nce from the delegates* committee of any genius 
sufficiently daring and able to direct the resistless 
force that at one time so closely menaced the very 
heart of tlie kingdom. It was at first resolved to 
deliver Parker to the civil power, and to issue a 
special commission for his trial at Maidstone. But 
upon consideration, as will appear, the fear which 
had throughout swayed the minister, lest justice 
should have the least voice in the ^tter, once more 
prevailed, and martial law, thereat support of 
despots, received the flattering preference of being 
selected to deliver Parker to the hangman, witli 
all tiio formality tho shouting citizens could desire 
from the ‘‘ pomp, pride, and circumstance of glo- 
rious war.** At a cabinet council, therefore, on 
¥ rid ay, the 16 th J uno, it was ordered, that a court- 
martial, composed of captains whose vessels had not 
been implicated in the mutiny, should assemble at 
Slieerness, and proceed with the trial of Parker, 
his co-delegates, and the ringleaders of tlie fleet 
— a most ostentatious show, it must be confessed, 
of impartiality, which would, perhaps, have been 
more truly realised if England's fleets could have 
furnished any other two officers to preside, rather 
than Sir Thomas Pasley, who had held a command 
80 recently in Lord Howej's mutinying and com- 
plaining fleet, and Sir Erasmus Gower, who had 
but a few weeks since been selected to command 
the volunteer squadron that was to have slaugh- 
tered the mutineers of the Nore, if they could and 
would. However, under this order Parker was 
s 2 
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sent back to Sheerness from Maidstone, and his 
Majesty's most gracious pardon extended to all the 
sailors on board the several ships at the Nore, 
with the exception of certain individuals, who 
were to be tried and punished. 

On Thursday, Juno 22, the court-martial was 
held on board his JMajesty's ship, the Neptune, 
lying in the river Thames, off Greenhitho, for the 
trial of Richard Parker, for mutiny. At eight 
o'clock in the morning the signal-gun was fired, 
and at ten the court was opened, and the prisoner, 
Ricliard Parker, was placed at the bar. The 
court was comjjgsed of the following officers : — 

President^ ViCE-AoMiaAL Sra Thomas Pa&ley, Baronet. 


Commodore Sir Erasmus Gower 

Neptune 

98 g 

Captain Stanhope 

NeptuTie 

— 

Captain Markham 

Centaur 

74 

Captain Williamson • 

Agincourt 

64 

Captain Wells , 

Lancaster 

64 

Captain Lane , 

Acasta 

44 

Captain Sir F. Laforey 

Hgdra 

38 

Captain Sir T. Williams 

Endymion 

36 

Captain King 

Sirius 

36 

Captain Pjerrepoint . 

Naiad 

36 

Captain Riou 

Mary Yacht 10 

Captain Ramage . 

Prince Frederick 


The witnesses were all called into court to hear 
the^ charges read. These were contained in the 
order from the Lords of the Admiralty for the con- 
stitution of the court-martial. The prisoner was 
charged with making, and having endeavoured to 
make, a mutiny amongst the seamen of his 
Majesty's ships at the Nore ; with having caused 
assemblies of these seamen, to meet frequently; 
and with having behaved himself contemptuously 
towards, and disobeyed, his superior officers. 
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Captain ]\[oss of the Sandwich was the prose- 
cutor. 

Admiral Buckner was the first witness called, 
lie was requested to state what he knew of the 
prisoner s conduct, in respect to the offences ^th 
which ho was charged. The admiral then gave 
the following account : — The first time I observed 
anything parti(*ular in the prisoner's conduct, 
further than parading about on sliore, with a 
number of })eople and a rt‘d flag, was on or about 
tlu‘ ^Oth of May, when I went on board the Sand- 
wich for the purpose of making known to that 
ship and others, his Majesty's most gracious ])ardon, 
provided the crews should return to tlu*ir duty, 
upon the terms granted to their brethren at Spit- 
head, which th(* men styling themselves delegates, 
witli the prisoner Parker at thoir head, hJid pre- 
viously declared they would be satisfied with*. On 
my going on board with iny flag in the boat, there 
was no preparation to receive me, nor respect 
shown me. The oflicers, I understood, were without 
their side-amis, and had no command in the ship. 
Unwilling to return on shore without speaking to 
the people in the ship, I waited a considerable 
time, when Parker, with others, came on the 
quarter-deck and said that none others but them- 
selves (meaning, I presume, the ship's company) 
should be present there, lie then tendered me a 
paper, containing what he called a list of griev- 
ances, saying at the same time, that until these 
were redressed, and until the members of the Board 
of Admiralty attended in person to redress the 


♦ The admiral— to whom seemfl to have much mode- 

rated ^tho gift of gcniua*i->mii8t here he mistakeu. 
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same, they \WDuld not give up tlie power they had 
in their hands. Finding that everytliing I had 
to say was of no avail, I went on shore. On or 
about the 22 d, my flag was struck on board the 
Si^wich, I do not know by whom, without my 
orders. About that time, or in some part of the 
same day, while I was examining into complaints 
alleged against two marines who had been brought 
in by a party of the military, the prisoner and a 
man whom they called Davis, with three or four 
others, came abruptly into the commissioner s house, 
and demanded, ^ why these men, the marines, 
had been taken into custody ?' He told mo, my 
flag was struck, that I had no authority, and that 
the power was in their hands. They tlien took 
the men away, to try them, as they said, for being 
on sh^o. Another expression Parker made use 
of at that time was, ‘ that he was not to be intimi- 
dated.' About the 4th of June, I received a letter 
from Parker, to the best of my recollection, styling 
himself President ; it was signed Pickard Parke7\ 
and stated, ‘that the administration had acted 
improperly, in stopping the provisions allowed to 
the men, and that the foolish proclamation was 
calculated to inflame the minds of honest men/ I 
have nothing particular to relate1)eyond this, as a 
narrative. I have had frequent conferences with 
the prisoner at the head of many others, with the 
hope of bringing them to a sense of their bad con- 
duct, but without any good effect. The prisoner 
Parker in general took the lead as their spokesman, 
and sometimes addressed me with a degree of inso- 
lence ; frequently appealing to the persons around 
him, as though he were haranguing for the rest ; 
he even put it to them whether he should be their 
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mouthpiece, and prevented with tlwats one man 
in particular from answering a question I had put 
to liim. He said to this man : ‘ If you don't liold 
your tongue, I’ll take care of you/ I have to add, 
while 1 was on board, I onco endeavoured to j|e- 
vail on those who styled themsedves delegate^^o 
remove the disgraceful ropes, called ijard^ropes: 
their answer was that the ship's company would 
not suffer it.” 

In reply to a question by the prosecutor, the 
admiral admitted that although Parker was fre- 
quently insolent in the conversation which passed 
between tliem, yet he often displayed a great 
deal of modesty in his deportment, and apparent 
respect. 

Upon this, a letter was road which had been 
written by Admiral Buckner to the Bftird of 
Admiralty, informing them of the mutiny at the 
Noro, and of the mutineers having taken possession 
of the ships. Another letter was also road, which 
had been sent from Captain Moss to Admiral 
Buckner, giving an account of the sailors' disobe- 
dience to orders on board the ships at the Nore. 
The letter signed Richard Parker^ alluded to 
above, was next produced ; it had been convoyed 
from the Clyde to the admiral, and had come from 
tlie Sandwich, in a bundle carried by an old man, 
who appeared to have a quantity of newspapers. 
The substance of tlie letter corresponded with the 
evidence of the witness. 

When cross-examined by the prisoner, the 
admiral declared that he could not say whether 
Parker was the person who caused him to 
treated witli disrespect. He admitted that Parker 
came to him, and said, it was a mistake that he 
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had not beea^receivod with the honour due to his 
rank ; also, that some attempts were made to man 
the ship, and to pay him the usual tokens of 
respec^ although the movements of the crew were 
and conducted with reluctance, 
pon re-examination by the court, he said that 
bo never had any private interview with the pri- 
soner. He saw him only once on board the Sand- 
wich, in presence of the ship*s company. At all 
otlier times, when on shore, Parker was accompa- 
nied by people who called themselves delegates. 
From his coming to make an apology, he conceived 
the prisoner must have had some command over 
the crew of the Sandwich. 

Lieutmant Justice^ first lieutenant of the Sand- 
wich, was next called and examined. I knew the 
priii^n^ as a supernumerary on board the Sand- 
wfeh, but I cannot tell how long I have known 
him. When^c^ljoined, I was at the Admiralty. 
On » the 12th of^May I was sent ashore, but by 
whose orders I cannot tell ; it was in consequence 
of a paper thrown on the quarter-deck. At eight 
o'clock I gave orders to pipe to breakfast ; at 
half-past ^ nine, to clear the hawser, when the 
ship’s company ga^ three cheers, which were im- 
mediately ansjyered by the Directors (that is, the 
cirew of the Bireci^r), They rove the yard-ropes, 
and brought the fore-castle guns to the quarter- 
deck. I askqd what it was they wanted ? They 
all answered, ‘they wanted their grievances re- 
dressed.' I k^e^ nothing of the prisoner except 
in the generi^f m6|^ing ;^1 never, saw him till the 
djjy before. "When he came to me afterwards, his 
bAaviour was perfectly respectful t on that day 
no one seemed to take a losing part in the mu- 
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tiny. Oil the lltli, as commanding officir, I road 
to the crew an oflicial paper, sent off by Admiral 
Buckner, representing the vote of the House of 
Commons, which granted the sum of 37g,000/. 
to answer the expenses of the requisitions wlyph 
the seamen had been promised at Portsmouth. 
The information was received with three cheers." 

The Pnsoner obscrv€*d, that as the witness said 
he did not know him, lie would ask Jiim no 
questions. 

2'he Judge Advocate said, he thought it Jiis 
duty to call the captains of other shi])s in a state 
of disorder, for the purpose of showing whether 
they were acquainted with the prisoner or not. 
The captains of the Nassau, Agamemnon, laon, 
Stondard, Iris, and Leopard, upon being ques- 
tioned, denied that they had ever before ife'ca or 
known tho prisoner, although it w^ reported ho 
had been on hoard their respecti^ 

J/r. Snipe^ the surgeon of the’^^igandwich, was 
the next witness, and deposed as# follows I 
know the prisoner, who was a snpeniumcrary on 
boiird the ship. 1 do not recollect him before the 
14th of May, on the afternoon of which d^fey I was 
orderecl to attend the punishment one of the 
seamen, whose name was Cainpbell* Mr.* Bray 
the master ordered me, he liavi^ th« command ol 
the ship. He said that it was the committee’s 
order that I should attend. Whei^ J went upon 
deck, the prisoner was standing u^n the gangway. 
As soon as the man was tied.U]^Hhe prisoner 
made a speech to the ship^ coii^nyy^^acquainting 
them with Campbell s crime, lie said he had 
violated the laws laid down by th«r committ^, 
and that if any among them acted in the same 
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way^ lie must expect to share the same fate. This 
was the general purport of his speech. Jiy the 
committee, he meant the committee of delegates, 
of which he was one. Two or three days after, 
of the ship's corporals, whose name I believe 
IS Wihon^ came to mo in the ward-room, and 
gave orders that I should go immediately between 
decks and visit a man in irons, sick of a fever. I 
sent the ship’s corporal to the committee, To say 
that it was absolutely necessary that this man 
should bo taken out of irons, and be put in the 
sick berth. The corporal returned, and said the 
committee desired me to make my report first. I 
then went to the starboard side of the lower gun- 
deck, and there found a vast crowd of people 
assembled. I asked whom 1 was to address ? 
Th^, prisoner Parker requested mo to address him. 
I iold him necessaiy to remove the man in 

irons. Tho q^Sroner then said : ‘ It is not our 
intention to inlUfere with you at all — you may do 
with the sick whatever you think proper.' When 
I entejad what they called the committee-room, 
one irf the people, whom I supposed to be a dele- 
\Tal^ off your hat, sir.' I do not 
know who h^as, mt it was not Parker^ k nother 

S ^ersofi, j^isoi^r, said : ‘ Begone.' I was 

Wo or tnfee^tiniof^with the committee about per- 
sons urid^'oonfinement ; I cannot say by whoso 
orders th^ confined — certainly not by the 

ship's oflScerSj^ f generally received a civil answer 
from ^ pleased 

with the thP8d of June, I sent to the 

committee for leave to go on shore, by Davis, who 
was com making officer on deck. I was ordered 
by Davis to attend ^the committee then sitting in 
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the captains cabin; I asked their ])erinissi(ni to 
go on shore. Tlic prisoner recoinniended the com- 
mittee to sulFer me to go on shore, provided tliat 
I would return next^inoriiiiig, and use all my iiiflii- 
eiico with Admiral Buckner, to obtain leave for all 
the sick on hoard to be landed. 1 went ashore 
and did not return again till the ship was under 
the command of (Aij)tain ISloss. One day after 
tho mutiny began, the prisoner was speaking to 
Captain Moss on the quarter-deck, about the many 
impropneties wliich the delegates were cliarged 
witli having committed. He said he wms certain, 
if their grievaneih were ^ot n^di’Cssc'd, that none of 
them would shrink, or words to that eft*ect ; and 
if they di<b he was certain they would be nm up 
to the yard- arm, by tlu' ropes that wore then 
rove." 

By AVr Thomas^ Padey* — Whjmi|Jio xpaii was 
punished, l^aiker gave the ord<^: ho had 

iUd<lo his s])eech, ho ordered the Iroitswaiq's mate 
to do his duty. Tlie ])risoiicr was generally under- 
stood to be the ]>rosident of the Ife 

sat at the head of the table as president TOOtt 
occasion when I saw him; he ^peared w^be Jbe 
leading man. I did not hear any orders 

to assemble tlie pcoj^lc on ^ock.»^ ^0 sWk person 
was confined by order of the who call!(i4 

themselves a committee. The offence w^drunken- 
ness. When Captain Moss was ^'^nmiistrating 
with the prisoner, he (the prisonel^ Wod^with his 
hat on. 

Cross-examined hy PM^ker, the 

master, w'as somewhere on decic, but I do not 
know whether he was upon the ga%way at the 
time of Gampbell’s punishinec^^ nor do I recollect 
any consultation with Mr* BraJ^ about the punish- 
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ment of that man, for getting beastly drunk with 
small beer. 

Parker then put the following question: You 
mention my pointing to the yaSrd-arms and saying 
I was sure no one would shrink ; that if they did, 
they would go to the yard-arm. Did you suppose 
that I meant anything else than that, if the 
people called delegates were to propose such a 
thing to the ship’s company, they themselves (the 
delegates) would be the sacrifice alluded to ? * 

A member of the Court observed that the prisoner 
should be cautious what questions he put, as they 
might criminate himself l the question was conse- 
quently withdrawn. 

Captain Sufrridge of the Iris said : I have seen 
the prisoner, but had no conversation with him. I 
understood from my first lieutenant that Parker 
had been on board my ship. AVhen I saw the 
prisoner, he a boat, with a red flag flying ; 

I also saw him^^parading through Shcerness with 
several other seamen, with music and a red flag; 
he and another appeared to be at the head of them. 
I saw Parker once at the commissioner s house, in 
Sheerne^J in conversation with Admiral Buckner, 
and, as near as I %tn recollect, I heard him say, 
he enViodmo Officer the command they held, having 
^perienced a gr^t deal of difficulty and trouble 
in the situation in which ho himself was placed. 
Parker thp^t time was apparently respectful. I 
saw the prisdneii? afterwards come to the commis- 
sioner’s accofnpinx^ied by two delegates, one from 
the NassaUf |tnd'<:ttie frito the Standard— ^Martin, 
who has since shot himself. Parker took a paper 
fronvhis podlbet, and gave one to each delegate, and 
asked if they did not contain the demands of the 
seamen belonging to the North Sea Squadron? 
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They said, it did. Parker then gave the paper to 
Commissioner Hartwell, who, after reading it, 
told the prisoner, that he w’as sorry to find it con- 
tained so much frosti matter, and tliat he could not 
think of going to liOndon with it; hut that, had 
he confined himself to the ai tides which tliey had 
shown him on that day, he would have gone to 
tlie Admiralty with them ; and he told the prisontT, 
it would bo needle-s for him, tlio commissioner, to 
take any more trouble in tlie busimss, if tliey were 
determined upon persisting in these articles. 

Uy tJw Court . — At the time I saw the prisoner 
passing in a boat with the red Hag flying, other 
persons were sitting with him in the stern-sln’ets ; 
but whether tlio band of music was in that boat 
or another I cannot tell. 

The Frlsviier then asked the witness whether 
he heard him desire the eonmiission^ to speak to 
the delegates of the North »Sea Fleet, concerning 
the four last articles, which had' been ])resentod 
by tlnun and not by the Nore delegates, lie 
meant the articles objected to by the commibsioner. 
The witness answere<i, he did not recollect to have 
heard the prisoner speak to that eirect. 

Captain JJixon^ of the TJspioikl — I remember, on 
or about the i20th of ^lay, accompanying Adminal 
Buckner to the Nore : his flag w^s hoisted on board 
the Sandwich, He went thither for the express 
purpose of notifying his Majesty's pariSou to the 
craws of the several ships under his command. 
On going on board the Sandwich, he was not 
received with any of the Respect dtte to his rank 
as a flag-oflicer, Parker the prisoner held in his 
hand several new propositions urnter the head, 

Grievances to be redressed,” The admiral was 
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detained on board upwards of three hours, because 
the ship's company had not arrived at any deter- 
mination respecting the propositions. At last 
they were presented by Parker to Admiral Buck- 
ner. The admiral returned on shore, and was 
suffered to depart without any show of respect ; 
tlie man-ropes were on the yards, and the yard- 
ropes rove. The officers were extremely concerned, 
but had no power to compel the crew to treat the 
admiral differently. I considered the crew to be 
in a high state of mutiny. Several days after- 
wards (I cannot recollect the precise day of the 
month), I was at the commissioners liousc. It 
was reported to the admiral, who was there, that 
two marines were brought in by the soldiers for 
examination. As I advanced to the fore-door, I 
saw the prisoner, wdio asked if the commissioner 
coiild be spoken with. I said I believed ho could. 
The prisoner came in, accompanied by one /)arfo, 
and demanded to know the reason why tlio soldiers 
had brought the marines there. Admiral Buckner 
asked what riglit ho had to make the demand ? 
The prisoner said, I am not to be interrogated 
by you : your flag is struck ; you have no autho- 
rity here ; I or tee (I do not recollect which) 
command the fleet.” Parker took out a pencil, 
and put questions to one or both the marines. 
In the last interview between Admiral Buckner 
and the prisoner, the Latter behaved with the most 
daring insolence and contempt, I have frequently 
seen the prisoner, heading a body of men called 
delegates, pass and repass the commissioner's 
house, with a red flag displayed in their proces- 
sion. These are all the particular circumstances 
which I can bring to my recollection. 
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Bi/ the Court , — I remember Admiral Bucbner 
saying to the prisoner, that as ho and the rest of 
tlio delegates of the ileet had pledged themselves 
to abide by the same regulations as their brethren 
at Si)ithead, ho was astonislied to hinl now pro- 
positions advanced wliieh could not bo granted. 
I think the ])risoner, with five other d(*logatcs, 
replit'd, that it was the determination of the sldp's 
company to abide by the latter pr()])ositions. 

AVith this evidence the first day's proceedings 
closed at four o’clock, the court having adjourned 
till five o’clock the next morning. 

Trial of Parker, Second duy^ June 23, 1797. 

The Court met between nine arnl tea o’clock. 
Iimnediately after the president had taken liis 
seat, the prisoner said ho did not wish to givo 
Lord Northesk or Captain Knight th(‘ tremble of 
amending as witnesses oii his behalf. Their evi- 
dence could only go to prove bis general good 
behaviour, a j>oint not nmterially afiecting bis 
case. It was observed upon this, that although 
the prisoner might declare then that he would 
not call any particular witnesses, yet he had it in 
his pow<T to call them afterwards, if he chose ; 
and the consequence would be, the trial must be 
stoppcMl until they were forthcoming. Tlio Court 
was then cleared to determine the question ; when 
strangers were ro'^admitted, the decision was read, 
to the effect, that as the prisoner had only said ho 
could diapense with the evidence in question, and 
as he did not say, the evidence would be useless, 
the Court held that the Earl of Northesk and 
Captain Knight should appear as witnesses. 

The prisoner asked, whether fresh witnesses 
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could be allowed to come forward who had not 
been summoned on the trial previously to the 
assembling of the court-martial. 

Captain Moss replied, that no witnesses would 
bo produced, who had not been summoned long 
before the trial ; but at the same time the oppo- 
site course would be perfectly legal. Tlio presi- 
dent and the admiralty solicitor concurred in this 
opinion, adding also, tliat the same privilege would 
be extended to the prisoner. 

Captain John Wood, of the Hound sloop, was 
then sworn and examined.'* I know the prisoner 
perfectly ; I belieyo he was a efupernumerary on 
board the Sandwich ; I cannot say for how long, 
but he was in the llound in April last, and was 
transferred to the Tender on the 9th of that 
month. I saw nothing of the prisoner subse- 
quently till the second of Juno, on which day he 
came on board thp Hound upon her arrival at Jlie 
Nore* He then told mo he had* the lionour*^of 
representing the whole fleet, an honour which he 
should never forget; that lie understood.! had 
been very violent with some of the delegates, and 
that he advised me not to be so violent, or I must 
lake the consequences. He then told me, he did 
not like the ship’s company ; that he knew they 
wore attached to me, for which reason he should 
p\it the ship in a safe berth, whence she could not 
make her escape. He ordered the pilot to put 
the ship under weigh, and carry hef as close to 
tl\e Sandwich as possible. The pilot told him it 
Wad an improper time of tide. He replied, that 
if tho pilot did not choose to put her under weigh 
immediately, he could find means of making him, 
poilating at the same time to the yard-rope. The 
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pilot got her under weigh, and laid her close to 
the Sandwich, wlien the prisoner ordered tlie 
anchor to be let go. We wei'o hailed from the 
Sandwich and told that we were too near. The 
prisoner answered — ‘ 1 think wo arc, IVIr. Davis/ 
lie immediately turned to the pilot and used 
threatening MUiguage. ‘ You have committed one 
mistake, nund you don't commit another ; if yon 
do, T'll make a hcefkteak of you at tlie yard arm/ 
He ordered him to get tho ship under Weigh 
again, and to moor JjmjJ^tween the Sandwich and 
the Inflexible. Tbtrwas done, and she ^Yas4aid 
under the Sandwich^ quaiter. The j>risoner then 
turned up the hands, and harangued them for- 
ward. passed 1 cannot exactly remember. 

In tho course of his speech I heard him say, that 
ho found my people wore not hearty in the cause, 
and tliat lie bhouid be obliged to shift them. lie 
asked if tliey bad any coni])]ainta against their 
officers, promising to send on shore the obnoxious, 
iiud to retain those whom they liked on board. 
After this, about ten o’clock, 1 was taken out of 
tho ship. I asked by whoso ordeis it was done ; 
a man, who , called himself a delegate from tho 
Sandwich, said, by the order of Parker, tlie presi- 
dent. I saw tho prisoner rowing about the fleet 
with tlie red flag and a band of music ; others 
\vere sitting along ^vith him in tho stern slieets as 
he went from^'ship to ship and harangued* tho 
crews, who cheered him as he passed. A man on 
board the llonnd was put in irons ; I inquired 
whose ordets, and was informed, by those m 
Parker^ I sent two letters on board the Sand-* 
wicli, one on to tlie Admiralty, tho otlM a 

private one. The letters were brought back a^sn 
' T . 
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to tnc with the remark, they could not be suflfercd 
to reach ‘their destination without being first 
opefied, I took,my private letter, and told Parker 
he might open the other if he pleased. One of the 
men standing by desired him not to open it ; the 
prisoner said — ‘ Hold your tongue, you scoundrel, 
or I'll hang you at the yard-arm/ He then told 
me he would open the letter, and send it ashore 
in the sick-boat.*' I did not see him open it. The 
prisoner dM not confine me, nor any of my officers ; 
but he told me I must have nothing to do with 
tho^bsliip. Ho also told me, and the other officers, 
that he pitied our situation, but he must persevere 
for the good of the cause in wliich they were all 
embarked. ,The prisoner advised me, as a frii^d, 
not to he insolent to the delegates, as he under- 
stood that I had driven some ^f them out of the 
ship, by threatening to put them to death. I had 
some conversation with him subsequently, and I 
asked him, why he had sent men on board to force 
my people into the business ; t|iat they had no 
complaint, and wished to have nothing to do with 
it. He told me it was for the good of the whole, 
and they must have to do with it. The yard- 
ropes, at which he threatened to hang the pilot, 
were rove by a man belonging to the Pylades after 
the prisoner came on boara. No one directed the 
management of my ship when she was under 
weigh. She dropped with the tide, and without 
sails/' 

The Prisoner on said, I advised you as a 
i^iend. I now desire you to recollect, whether I 
did not say, upon my coming on board the Hound, 
C^aptain Wood, the differences in the fleet are of 
a very unpleasant nature. I feel myself, in some 
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degree, under an obligation to you, therefore I 
would advise you to do nothing at present, but to 
suffer the Hound to proceed in the sapao wanner 
as the rest of the ships ; for I have no doubt but 
that, in the course of a day or two, the officers 
will resume their command. 

Witness.—l recollect when the prisoner came 
on board, he said ho was under obligations to me, 
at the time I sent him on board the Tender ; for 
which reason he had come to advise m#to restrain 
my violence ; but I do not recollect any expression 
about the officers resuming their command* 

JSj/ the Court . — I saw the })risoner order the 
boatswain's mate to turn the crew up and send 
them forward, that they might hear ))is address* 
Lieutenant Flatt of the Sandwich , — I knew 
tlie prisoner, he ^longed to tlie ^andwicl). At 
the beginning of*o mutiny 1 did not know him. 
My first knowledge of him was when Admiral 
Buckner came on board ; I then saw him giving 
a paper to the admiral, stating the grievances of 
the fleet. I lieard the prisoner say, tliat Jio was 
president of the delegates of the fleet. I saw him 
going in boats frequently, and acting as a com- 
mander in them. I do not remember more npon 
this head, further than observing his activity in 
attending the committee. On the 2nd of June 
be desired me to go over on the starboard side of 
the deck and receive orders — ‘‘You are ordered, 
sir, to take in 1 1 1 men from the Tender, and to give 
the usual receipt for them, and we are answerable 
for our actions/' I replied, that I had no orders 
from Admiral Buckner, and that my receipt was 
useless, as I had no command." The prisoner 
rejoined We are answerable for what^ we 
T 2 
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do/* lie iTiustered the men and I gave a receipt. 
1 was sent for again and ordered to give a receipt 
for 15 men from the Lynn tender, with which order 
I complied. I was told by Davis this was done 
by the order of the prisoner and the committee. 
On or about tlie 9th of June I was a prisoner in 
the ward-room ; I saw the prisoner passing under 
the stem of the ship in a boat, and heard three 
cheers given over -head. The prisoner turned 
round andP» said, he was going on board the 
Director to get a spring on her cable, and would 
send her and them (meaning, I believe, the 
Repulse and her crew) to the devil/' The 
Repulse was then aground. I saw the prisoner 
g(} on board the Director, and saw a sprjpg on 
her cable. A very heavy fire was then com- 
menced from that ship again^the Repulse* I 
did not see the prisoner return* On the 12th of 
Juno I was released from confinement ; but in the 
afternoon of the same day was confined again. I 
do not know by whoso older. On or about the 
14th, the prisoner came down into the ward-room 
and released all below, saying, we might walk 
the deck, hut forbidding us to converse with the 
people. The prisoner sent for Mr. Mott, the 
lirst-lioutenant, on the same day we were released. 
Lieutenant Mott came on deck, and all hands 
were then called up by the prisoner s orders. lie 
told them that Mr. Mott was to go on shore to 
bring up his Majesty's pardon, and asked the 
people if they were willing that Lieiitcnant Mott 
should go ? The answer was, ^lat they were, 
and they wished the ship should be given up to 
the officers ; some of the people requested that the 
white colours should be hoisted before Lieutenant 
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5[ott went ; who himself called out to haul down 
the blue and hoist the white. The imsoner then 
said to me, that if we changed the colours there 
were three ships^tern which would fire into us. 
I called out to stop the colours from being hoisted 
till Lieut. Mott should return. They all agreed 
to this, Mr. ^Molt went on shore and brought 
oif the prochiination, which was read on the 
quarter-deck by one of the clerks. The prisoner 
then spoke to tlie people and ask<‘d tl^pm if they 
were willing to accept of his Afajesty s pardon, 
and to resign the ship into the hands of the 
officers, or to let her remain with us (as the 
prisoner termhd it). I'he people all answered ‘‘ To 
tlio officers/* with the exception of tAvo persons 
now ifi custody, Thomas Jones and one Davis, 
who said, The ships astern will fire on us/’ The 
prisoner also objetyted to change the colours. The 
people again xinanimouUy called out to change 
the colours, and I said, ‘‘ They may fire if they 
please.’* The prisoner then joined the othens in 
opinion, and desired them to give thn^e cheers, iu 
which lie joined. I then dcniaiided the keys of 
the magazine, and small arms, with which ho com- 
plied, saying — “Here are the keys of tlie 
magazine, and I give up the charge of the ship to 
you.” I had issued orders to unmoor the ship 
after the arms were secured. The prisoner came 
to me and said, “If you offer to unmoor, the ships 
astern will fire on us;” I told him it did not 
signify if they fired. The prisoner afterwards 
came to mo and** desired mo to confine him. I 
said I would order him to a cabin and put two 
sentinels over him ; he refused to go, and said he 
would heave at the capstan* This was on Tucs* 



THE MUTINY AT 


278 

day evening. consulted whether it would be 
proper to confine the prisoner while we were 
under weigh, or to wait till we got into the 
garrison of Sheerness. It wa8|||,greed he should 
be immediately confined. Lieutenant Mott and 
myself went and met the prisoner on the quarter- 
deck. Mr. Mott laid hold of him by the collar, 
and carrying him down to the lower deck im- 
prisoned him in a lieutenant's cabin, and placed 
two sentii^els over him. The next morning I 
went down and put him in irons. The prisoner 
was afterwards sent ashore by Captain Moss's 
orders. ’ When I put the prisoner in irons, I was 
induced to do so, not by any now m’atter or signs 
of violence in him ; but by the command of 
Admiral Buckner to confine him more securely. 
Before I was released several men-of-war bad 
separated from the fleet and had gone up the 
Thames. The prisoner himself released us, but 
did not say for what reason. I was informed 
that a black man, named John Campbell, 
demanded our release, but I did not hear or see 
him make the demand. I do not know whether 
the prisoner assumed any other title than that of 
president of the committee, which he called him- 
self, When I say the prisoner acted as com- 
mander in the boats, I mean, that he ordered the 
boats to be manned, and was obeyed. When he 
went over the side, the boatswain's mate attended 
him. I was closely confined to the ward-room ; 
but I saw the prisoner go down the side into the 
boat, because we were only ponfined three days to 
the ward-room, the rest of the time we were per- 
mitted to go upon deck. At the first breaking 
out of the mutiny, tjtie master was commanding 
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officer ; and for the remainder of its continuance, 
one Davis, who is now a prisoner. 1 do not 
remember seeing during the mutiny, a plan of 
defence hanging up on a board on the quarter- 
deck of the Sandwich nor under her poop* 

the Briso/zer.-^When l^icutenant ]\Iott re- 
turned from Admiral Buckner with the proclama- 
tion, I was present on tho quarter-deck the whole 
time while it was being read and taken into con- 
sideration. I do not rccolh*ct your begging, but 
only asking tho ship’s company, if they were 
willing to deliver up the ships to their officers and 
trust to his Majesty’s clemency. Wlien tho white 
colours were hoisted you might have said pub- 
licly, that was tho happiest moment you had 
experienced for a long time, hut I did not hear 
you, the noise and confusion might have prevented 
me from hearing. When the fore-topsail of the 
ISandwdch was loosed, you came in a respectful 
manner to mo on the quarter-deck, and pointed 
out tliat the crews of the Inflexible and two other 
ships would, you were afraid, get springs on their 
respective ships, so as to rake the Sandwich at 
every shot. You also advised that it would be 
bettcT for her own safety if the Sandwich did not 
get under weigh, until she was loss observed by 
those ships. 

Mr. Lwlnggton, Boatswain of the Director . — I 
remember seeing the prisoner on board the Direc- 
tor, on the day the Repulse got aground in attempt- 
ing to get into Shceriioss harbour. As soon as he 
camo on board, he went aft on tho quarter-dock 
and requested a boat^that he might repair with a 
flag of truce on board the Repulse* lie then 
ordered all hands to be called. The request was 
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denied ; then ho wanted to slip the ship's cables 
to go alongside, which was refused. Upon this 
he ordered a spring to be got on the cable, that 
our broadside might be brought to bear upon the 
Repulse. When the spring was on, ho ordered it 
to bo hove in and to veer away the best bower. 
As the ship camo round, he ordered the guns to 
bo pointed at the Repulse : a gun was fired from 
the Repulse ; I think from the quarter-deck : 
then the prisoner gave orders to fii*o into the 
Repulse from all the decks, as she liad fired at us : 
tho order was repeated by one of the delegates of 
our ship, and was complied with. Mr. Parker 
went off the quarter-deck, and I saw no more of 
him. To the best of my knowledge, the Director 
kept up a heavy fire upon the Repulse for the 
space of half an hour ; two or three guns at a time 
from each deck on the larboard side. I#nw tho 
Monmouth firing upon the Repulse at the same 
time, but I could not distinguish whether she had 
a spring on her cable. In my opinion, no ship, 
riding as the ships were to tho flood-tide, could 
bring her broadside to bear, without a spring. 
Joseph Mitchell, captain of the forecastle, had the 
command of the Director at the time when tho 
prisoner came on board. I do not know whether 
tho prisoner pointed or fired a gun while he was on 
board. I did not see Iiim touch one. I did not notice 
any ono else coming on board except Parker, and 
I saw him then for the first time. From the 
situation in which the Repulse lay aground, she 
could not have brouglit any of her guns to bear 
upon the Director, except her stern chasers. The 
gun fired from the Repulse was fired from the 
larboard side of tho quarter-deck. Her how was 
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a little to the southward; I could see her larboard 
tpiai ter ; she was almost end on. Before the gun 
in question was fired, tlm prisoner ordered the 
guns of the Director to bo pointed at the Repulse. ' 
When the guns >vero ordered to bo fired, 1 was 
standing on the arm-chest, on tlio starboard side 
of tlie poop ; the prisoner was on tho quarter-deck, 
lie spoke to the people, not in a loud voice, but 
loud enough to be heard fnmi tlie quarter-deck to 
the forecastle, and ordered them to fire. Hie 
delegate on the larboard gangw'ay repeated the 
orders. I do not kiiow who orderetl them to cease 
firing, ncitlier how long tho pri* 5 oncT *reniained on 
board tho Director. 

By the Priaoner , — T was on the poop at the 
fore-part at tho time when tho boat was refused 
you. No gun, so far as I know, had then been 
fired fg||n the Director* 

Thc^riifoner . — Do you recollect my addressing 
tho ship's company of the Director, and pointing 
out to them how dreadful a thing it would bo for 
one brotlilh’ to fire upon another ; that if they 
would allow nio a boat I w^ould take a flag of 
truce 14 ^ it, and repair to the Rejuilse, which 1 did 
not doubt would stop the effusion of blood, and 
what might happen to myself I should not consi- 
der of any consequence, even if I lost my life to 
save so many ? 

Witness ^ — I recollect you did point out how 
dreadful a thing it vrould be for one brother to be 
firing at another*'' At tho time you asked for a 
flag of truce I heard you say that it would save 
innocent blood from being spilt ; that you were 
ready yourself to take a flag of truce and repair 
to the Repulse. I heard also tlie words 



282 


TUB MUTINY AT 


you lost your life^* but do not recollect the con- 
nexion. 

The Prisoner,— there any preparation for 
a spring on the cable, or any spring put on before 
I came on board ? 

The Witness, — There were neither to my know- 
ledge. There might have been preparations with- 
out my knowledge. As I was on the poop, the 
hawser might have been got along the lower deck. 

Samuel Hillard^ the carpenter of the Director,'^ 
I saw the prisoner on board the Director on the 
day mentioned by the last witness, when the 
Repulse got aground, in attempting to make 
Sheerness harbour. I heard him ask for a boat to 
carry a flag of truce to the Repulse, which was 
denied by the general voice of the ship's company, 
as well as his retjuest to take the ship alongside. 
The ship's broadside was then brought tg^ear by 
a spring on the cable, and the crew oegan to 
fire. The prisoner was on the quarter-deck. The 
Repulse fired a gun from her larboard quarter ; 
upon which the prisoner said, they hrfd returned 
the fire, and he ordered the men to level their 
guns; they continued firing from all the^decks* 
I never saw the prisoner after that. Tlio Director 
might have been firing on the Repulse about three 
quarters of an hour, from beginning to end, as 
near as I can judge. I saw, the Monmouth with a 
small anchor carried out ; but I believe she had 
no spring on her cable while she was firing. I do 
not know whether there was any inclination 
amongst the Director s company to fire on the 
Repulse before Parker came on board. I cannot 
say that the people of the Director fired upon the 
Repulse in consequence of the prisoner's orders. 1 
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cannot say 'vvliothor there was a spring on the 
cable before the piisuner came on board. Although 
I had liberty to go about the ship, a spring might 
have been put on without my knowledge. I saw a 
hawser got up Ix'fore the prisoner came on board. 
I distinctly heard the prisoner ; he appeared to 
act from liis own mind, and not to take instruc- 
tions from the Directors people, 

T/i<f Prisunn\ — Do yon recollect whether all 
the guns on the larboard side of the quarter-deck 
were ca«it loose before I came on board i 

Witness, Some were ; I cannot say whether 
all were cast loo^^e. 

T/iomas Parry ^ a seaman of the Monmouth , — 
1 know the ])riboncr very well by sight, and have 
seen liim twice. I saw him on board the Mon- 
mouth at the time the l(<»ptil8e was endeavouring 
to escapjj into Hheerness harbour. I did not see 
him when lie first came on board, but afterwards ; 
ho was then in the forecastle. When ho came 
there he-* took command of all the forecastle 
guns. The gun which I attended was fired six or 
seven times at the Repulse. When the gun was 
about to he loaded the seventh time, I spoke to 
him not to put the cartridge in then ; with that I 
wormed the gun out, and immediately afterward 
he ordered it to be sponged. Slie was then loaded ; 
he was not content with a nine-pound shot that 
was in her, but seized a crow-bar, and put the 
thick end in first ; 1 immediately took it out of 
his hand, when he gave mo a shove on the breast, 
and I fell over the heel of the topmast. After 
that I was kept forward on the forecastle by one 
Vance, who acted as the captain of the ship. 
When I had been there one hour and a half I was* 
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ordered to go below, and stay in my berth. I did 
not stay down, but came on deck ; the prisoner 
was then standing upon the heel of the topmast. 
He ordered Vance to get our stream cable up, 
and to bend to our stream anchor, Vjince said he 
could not do it. Why, damn it,” replied the 
prisoner, “ slip your bowers, and go alongside the 
llopulse, and send her to hell where she belongs, 
and show her no quarter in the least.” He then 
said “ho could not stay any longer on board tl|ie 
Monmouth ; he would go on board one of the 
other ships belonging to the fleet, and despatch her 
afterw the Leopard, to send the Leopard to hell 
likewise.” The guns on the larboard side werti kept 
continually firing on the Repulse, Before we 
fired, we got a small hawser out, and carried her 
to the best bower buoy. The jib and fore-topmast 
sail were hoisted to hasten the bringing of the 
Monmouth's side into such a position as to bear 
upon the Repulse, This was done by Vance's 
order. The prisoner pointed and fired the after- 
most gun on the forecastle. The fire continued 
about twenty-three minutes. When the prisoner 
was standing on the heel of the topmast and liad 
the conversation with Vance, I was by the bits, 
just before the forecastle. My station was at the 
aftermost gun on the larboard side. I did not see 
the prisoner come on board, arid therefore cannot 
say whether any gun was fired by the Monmouth 
before his arrival, 

Bif the Pruonev,^-^ had not fired any gun myself 
before I first saw you on board. The quarter- 
deck guns were fir^ before the forecastle guns. 

The Prismer . — You have been telling a gve^ 
deal about hell^ I wish to know whether you 
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have been promised anything for advancing this 
hellish aoconiit ? 

The. — No, I have not been promised 

anything. 

The Prmtur , — I will bring'^witnessos to dis- 
prove what this man has said. 

John Summei lanj^ ftontsicains niate of the 
Monmouth , — 1 saw the prisoner in our ship, 

» nding upon somethings as if he was going to 
Icc a spcecli. Captain Vaiico wanted to speak 
hr&t, b\it the prisoner would not allow it ; ho 
would ip^^ist upon the ship slip})ing her cables. 
The company would not agree to this propo- 
sition. Parker then said lie would go to anotlier 
ship, which he would take alongside the Leopard, 
and scud her to lu'll. In the mean time the 
l{e])u]sc got off, wliereupon Parker shook his list 
and said — Damn her, she's off." lie then went 
on board the Sandwich. I did not see the pri- 
soner with his clothes off in order to excite tho 
people by his example to greater exertions, while 
the heavy lire was kept up. The lire lasted about 
two hours from beginning to end. 

By the Pi koner , — I iio not recollect wdicu yon 
first came on board- I do not know whether you 
were on board at the commencement of the Mou- 
niouth*s fire, but there were a great many of the 
Sandwich’s people tljen on hoard. The Monmoutli 
fired at the Repulse before tho Director. 

Here the evidence for the prosecution closed. 
The jiresident asked tho Prisoner when he would 
be ready with his defence. The prisoner saying 
he could not be ready the next day, Saturday, 
was asked, whether he could be ready by Mon- 
day, He answered, that he thought he could be 
ready, Tho Court then adjourned. 
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Third day* Saturday y June 24 > 1797 . 

When tljc Court had assembled, the prisoner was 
brought in, and informed by Sir Thomas Pasley, 
that they had taken into consideration the request 
made by liim, to be furnished with copies of the 
evidence against him ; and that they were of 
opinion, such a thing could not be legally done. 
Ho then told the prisoner, that tlie Court had n^ 
that day in order to adjourn over till Monday, wm 
the view of giving him time for the preparation of 
his defence; and finished by asking hi^p, if he 
should then be ready. 

The Prisoner said, he had no doubt of it. 

The President observed to the prisoner, that by 
the intervention of Sunday, two whole days were 
at his command ; but that the trial could not be 
delayed one moment longer tlian Monday morning, 
at which, time the prisoner must be ready. 

The Prisoner^ bowing respectfully to the prosi- 
dent, said he believed the time would be fully 
sufficient, lie next asked the judge-advocate for 
a copy of the declaration he had made before the 
magistrate, at Sheerness. The president said, they 
had nothing to do with such a paper, although the 
prisoner had clearly a right to it. 

Parker, having been furnished with pen, ink, 
And paper, was at the sax^^ time addressed by the 
president, who told him, thiit the indulgence which 
he had hitherto experi^ced would be continued ; 
that the present postponement of the trial, by Vhich 
the country was still deprived of the services of so 
many important persons, was a greater indulgence 
than had ever been granted to any man in a similar 
situation ; but he should, notwithstanding, for the 
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remainder of his trial, have whatever facility he 
might think necessary for his defence, provided the 
Court had power to grant it. 

The prisoner, appearing to be sensibly affected 
by these remarks, thanked the president in a 
respectful manner, and the Court adjourned. 


Ponrlh day» Alonday^ June 26, 17.07. 

At nine o'clock tho Court assembled, when the 
judge-advocate informed the prisoner, tliat in con- 
se<]|UGncc of tho reqiicst which ho had made for the 
three soamon to appear as witnesses in \m favour, 
wdio work(‘d the gun at which he stood when tho 
Director fired upon the Repulse, an express hftd 
been sent for them to Sheorness. captain 

of the ship had forwarded the men, who should 
appear when cajjed upon. The prisoner had also 
asked for a man of the name of Hollister, belonging 
to the Monmouth, and ho also had been brought 
on board the Neptune. 

The prisoner was then desired to proceed with 
his defence. He accordingly drew from his pocket 
a written paper, containing his defence, which he 
read to the Court, in substance as follows • 

‘‘ It was a circumstance well known to one of 
the members of thal^honourable court, that he had 
been bred to the sea fvqm hia youth ; it could not 
therefore be expected, ’'-^hat anytliing should come 
ftom him but a plain and simple narrative of facts ; 
and as ho bad had the assii|iance of no lawyer, or 
any other person, his statements would not be em- 
beUisKed with pompous or elegant language. He 
returned his sincere thanks to the Court for the 
indulgence they had granted him, by allowing a 
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lougc y Wino than usual to prepare his defence, by 
which means ho was enabled to lay it before tliem 
in a more accurate form. lie declared that nothing 
but the consciousness of his own integrity, and of 
the rectitude of his intentions, could have made 
him enter into the business in which he was charged 
with being a leader, and into which ho^had been 
forced. It was this consciousness that liad sup- 
ported him in the trying situation in which he was 
placed. He solemnly declared that his only object 
in entcrii?.g into the mutiny, was that of checking 
a most violent and dangerous spirit of mutiny 
which lie had sewi pyevaiMng among tlu^ seamen of 
the different ships, and the had effects of which he 
liaii doiee all in his power to prbvent ; and if he 
had not taken an actimpart in the business, the 
floet would have been i^a much more dangerous 
and alarming stato. After the^dcclarations, he 
would, jitst'i^iter upon the matCTial part»of the 
evidence tlf*at they had brought forward against 
him ; 'and first, as to i?^hat had been stated by 
Admiral Buckner, he eould positively say that he 
had never waited upon him, except when he had 
beeu ordered to do so by tlie delegates of the fleet, 
in whose name he had always delivered? to him 
any message or communication which had been 
deemed necessary, and which ^as always couched 
in the most respectful lan gua ge* With respect to 
his being appointed pres9^^ of the committee, K® 
would say that he could not resist such an appoints 
ment ; it was impossilj|e for a man in his situation 
fo do so. lie had been chosen to that office, and 
the delegates insisted on his accepting it« lie had ^ 
known nothing of the mutiny till after it broke 
out, and the moment he thus compulsively entered 
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into it, he endeavoured all he could to «to|) its 
violence, and promote measures conciliation. 
Admiral Buckner had stated in his evidence that he 
had not been received with respect at the time he 
came on board the Sandwich : he (Parker) was at 
that time on shore, and therefore could not be 
affected l^^ievideneo of that kind. When he came 
on hoard, he expressed to Admiral Buckner his 
regret that ho had not been treated with proper 
respect, and mentioned those things which have 
already appeared in evideneo. The effort which 
had been made, ot the feeble effort, as the Admn 
ralty stated it, toman the aides as came on boards 
wore made at the risk of his (l^arker* s) life. 4^ 
opinion had been propagated on board the 
ships, that Admiral was not 

to settle tlio discontents foisting in the JSeet^ |nd 
the Infi^ibie ^declared, that if an^^respeet was 
shown to the A&ii^t^ they would come alongside 
the Sandwich, and sink her# Netwithetatid^tg all 
that Inud been laid respecting the Sandwich, it was 
not there the mutiny began ; it originated in th^ 
Inflexible i and there it was always thp naost vlo«> 
lent. It was there where daily meetings of com^ 
mittee-mW had been held. The prisqner saia he 
could not conceive 4ibei memting of the red flag that 
was hoisted. Buckner’s flag was liauled 

down before he came onward. It was necessary 
for him to mention of the fact of two 

mminel hmUxg been t^cn from the commissioner’s 
house at SheemiM*^ He had been oommsiided by 
the delegatesK# the fleet to go and inquire uim 
th^ at tht4 t|me« Informatton bad been bronglft 
to the delegate^ who were drinking beer, that two 
ixnwmee were ih custody on shim ; he (Paekar) 

V 



THE MUTINY AT 


m 

wa« i^ent to the guard-house to inquire after them^ 
but not finding^them there, ho went after them to 
the commissioner’s house, where he had been told 
they were. Here he saw Admiral Buckner, who 
bid him examine the two marines, and who sai^ 
they had been guilty of using improper language. 
The Admiral, on that occasion, expiressed his 
approbation of the language used by him (the 
prisoner). The marines were then taken away, 
and sent on board the Sandwich ; after which they 
were trfin^mitted to the respective ships they 
belonged to. He would, on this occasion, ask 
whether^ tt was4ikely tlmt four men, unarmed as 
h#and the others who went with him to the com- 
in{iteioii(^*s house were, could liave forcibly taken 
aWljy two marines ? he saw Admiral Buck- 

net^ after his flag wa» firuck, the Admiral said, 
Pirker, mjflag is struck — eoqieader my fillings.'* 
^liswered, 1 have feelings, iidmital Backper, 
and I do consider J^ours ; I am sorry to see it, but 
it is not ill my power to prevent it. On the evi- 
dence of those witnesses who stated ihey knew 
noting of him, he would make no comment what^ 
evejr. He would do Admiral Buckner and OenK 
missioner Hartwell .the. justice to say, that they 
had used every endeavour in ^eir power, as far as 
the^business rested ^ith theidlpo eatisfy theminds 
of the fleet. The prisoner was then giving several 
particulars of the 6vide|iD#^against him, to which 
one j>f the membm of Ae court ohjeoted m 
inn^iessary and useless ; fht thf president, very 
properly, desired that the ..prisoneriihitight be 
Ibred to proceed^as he plea$ed»^Parker th^ 
observed, that Mr. Snipe, the surgeon of the 
Sandwich, bad sworn that he waA presem^ at tits 
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punishment of a man of the name of Campbell, 
who he said was flogged by his (Parker s) orders. 
Tho fact was, tliat uns man was punished in con- 
sequence of the ord|rsof the committee, forgetting 
drunk with small beer. Mr. Bray, the master of 
the Sandwich, wlio had then the command of the 
ship, allowed that he deserved it, and acquiesced in 
the punishment. With respect to another man 
being put in irons, all that he should say with 
regard to him, was, that bis punishment was in- 
flicted on account of his behaving disrespectfiflly 
to Captain Moss, Snipe had stated tli^t he was 
permitted to go on shore j he, however, took calei^ 
to return again until Captain Moss resutoed 
his command, though he promised to come CQ boi|^ 
immediately, lie shouli|i^nly remark, that itVa^^l 
not the most honourable ^fenmet in that gentlomAD 
to break his p^mises, in the situatku the fleet 
theSk'Wsgik with i^peot to of its sidt, 

cspeoiall^as he (Parker) l|0di.f|(|uested Dr^^Snipj^ 
to mdeavobr to prevail oi^^^Admiral Buckner to 
^ the sick on beard to be carried 

on-shore; a circumstance. jfhiiOT libo wed ihai^^o 
had some feedings for Captain 

Sum^, of the Isis, had only )swom to rqpolleot- 
ing his (Parker s)^feUvering thr^ pjpopositions of 
the dd^tos of tlio Morth Sea Fleet# He declared 
he bad held no oonvarsatiqn with him on that sub- 
ject, butdoft it all to thePclegates# With respect 
to Captain Dixon's evMence, the remarks hojmd 
made upon tb^ of Admiral Buckner, allied 

S y w^ll ^to 1 % Captain Wood, of the Hound 
bad declai^ that he went on board thn 
d solely^ for 4lie^ purpose of conciliation* 
Oaptiiit Weed bad atatdd,;that he was informed he 
V 2 
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was ordered out of the ship by him (the prisoner). 
The person, however, who said so to Captain 
Wood, had not been produced*; nor did the Cap- 
tain pretend to know who h%was. He assur^ 
the Court, that he never heard of this order wliicii 
liad been given lio Captain Wood until he stated 
it himself on Friday. His (Parker's) purpose of 
^&ing off board the Hound, was only for insuring 
the personal safety of Captain Wood. The expres- 
sion beefsteak^ which he was said to have made use 
of, and applied to the pilot, never came from his 
lips ; nor did he give any order to drop the anchor, 
had^been stated. at this moment before 
CJod, would persist in denying these things ; but 
he supposed ^that, in the hurry and confusion of 
filings on board the Hound on that day, Captain 
Wpod must have been mistaken. Of Mr. Piatt's 
eYi<|^ce, he should say nothing now, but return 
to i| by^and^by. Mr. Livingston^ boatswain of the 
l^i^otor, and Sanibol Ellis, had de|> 08 ed^bat they 
saw him on board the Director; and that he had 
arft^ed for a boat t<r*go on board the MonmoUtk 
Wliat bo4»ad to my on this subject, wouM apply 
to both th#© withesses# » He was informed by a 


delegatf that the was getting hnder weigh ; 

and he was ordered to go on hoard 

the? Director,' to endeavour tO prevent h<^ imm 
making her escape. He readily undertook this 
business, as he hoped to prevent the etl^Oii of 
bloods When he got on board the Dimto^s, h^ 
0 bs#ved to the crew, that it a 
cboly thing thi^ one brother sh^3 fight auoMB 
He biui B&ei a boat with a truce to graK 
board the Repulse. His reasmi fhr is^uestii!^ Wm 
was.. beeaUse*. he obserral the ^Bhnulse >to 
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aground, and ho intended, if he had gone on board 
with a flag of truce, to leinain there, and keep it 
flying until she got off. This, he was convinced, 
would have prevented the Director from firing 
upon her. All that he did on board the Direc-^ 
tor proceeded from feelings of humanity* He 
sounded the people of the Director, by asking 
them if they would wish to go alongside of the 
Itepulse ; but he was happy to find that they were^ 
not inclined to go to such a length, and declared he 
had used his utmost efforts to prevent the dreadful 
scenes which were about to take place ; tut he was 
obliged to give way the general storm ; 
accordingly staid on boaid till tlio Director 1^ 
ceased firing. As to what the witness, J0Jioma8 
Barry, seaman of tlie Monmouth, had said respect- 
ing (Packers) giving orders to fire, he»i$^iaid 
prove that evei?y*wtard of it was aiul^^at 
Barry diad mistook his person, for he would siliybify 
the Ooui^ that he was then on hioard the 
111 the manner he would disprove that paaft 
ofiihe evidence Where he, Pander, asked him if Jhe 
had^eceived any bribe. The Ihith ymk^ thaiPfe 
went on boards the Sandwich m tba^Akdent's boat, 
and he went on board th^lUhmmouth after he 
quitted the Diret^tor, ^iew that he 

had ^ue bosird the ship. As to liis sayings be 
wdUll go to httaok the Leopard, and blow to 
hell, n^mdy could ^suppose that he^would act so 
hiko a Don 4!^nir:ote, as to enter on so rash tnd 
an attempi^ AfteViSOine few more re^u^ks 
evidence, Wx>roeeeded tasay, that he 
|wfd the i^riotestjnstice would be shown him by 
m» Cknirt, but at the same time he requested that 
lliey would pay jpertioidar attention to the evid^raaroe 
of Barry, whom he meant to call, and by re- 
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es;ifcminiDg whom he thought he should he able to 
disprove much that he had said against him/* He 
then paid some compliments to the Court for the 
impartiality with which they had gone through the 
whole of the evidence, and said he had no doubt but 
thAt they would continue it through the remainder 
of the trial. ‘‘ My intentions/* he added in eonclu*- 
siun, were good, and I have prevented much evil ; 
jui^tice is allowed to me byjny country, and I hope 
that justice will now be done towards me.** 

During. the delivery of his speech the prisoner 
was very collected, and spoke in a clear, distinct 
voice. He had no counsel or assistance of any 
description. 

Pmidbwe.—- Bichard Parker, you may call 
evidence in support of your defence, but after 
evidence shall have been given, you cannot be per- 
mitted to make any observations upon it. 

The prisoner made a respectful how^ 

herd am Captain of tlie Mon- 

mouth. I was on shore when she fired oxT the 
Repulse* On the 6th of June I was on board the 
Sl^ndwich. With regard to my impressirN^ as to 
whether I believed from my reception, that the 
people, notwithstanding the ecdsting 
wwe perfectly loyal to their sovereign and the 
eonntry, 1 can only remark, the seaxn^ said in the 
oabin^ that they were very loyaU **1 remembw 
the prisoner^ as 1 entered the4cabinl^door osdei^ 
the band to play, God save the ICing,**^ Buie 
Britannia/* and Britans, Stril^ Htnne/’ Thu 
prisoner appeared »to me to be president of tl^ 
people calling themselyes delegates. He was tho 
chief spokesman during my cunferenen with tkeul. 
I received from^^be prii^ner th^, letter now pro- 
duced and read as follows 
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SaDd«ioli,June 6, 3 p.m. 

To Captain Lord Northesk. 

You are hereby authorised and ordered to wait 
upon the King wherever he may be, with the 
resolutions of the committee of delegates, and are 
directed to return back with an answer to the same, 
within f)4 hours from the date hereof, 

I have likewise to inform you, that an oath 
has been taken by ihe*delegate8 of the deet,4hat 
they have never had any communication with 
jacobins or traitors. R. Parker. President. 

Th^ Pruonm\ — Wasyotir Lordship present at 
the writing of the above letter ? 

WUnfiSB . — 1 was present at the writing of the 
tatter part of it, in which they declare their loyndl^* 
(Here the prisoner said he would withdraw me 
question, but as it had been answered, the 
would nohallow it to be withdrawn^) 

The prisoner wrote the lattOrxpart 
without any dictation. I do not recollect s^ing 
a show of hands from the delegates then assembled, 
ordering and insisting on the^ latter {iaiit bslilig 
>writtefi, but 1 rt*member they wished it might be 
mepress^ that they were neither jacobins nor 
traitors, or words to that effects I do not recoi-^ 
lect wbethw the oemmlttee wished to have those 
words^eapressed before or after thp prisoner had 
wiiilsii ihe^^ 1 oHieve before. 

Captain Kniff At^l perfectly recollect heing 
On boardkthe Sandwich more than once during tlm 
fisting difforeuces, I was impressed with sev^sal 
m^ks of loyalty shown by the people on board* 
The band of music played, God save the King/" 
Britons, Strike Homo."" They used many ex* 
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pr^eaions of respect arid veneration towards their 
Sovereign. I think 1 heard the prisoner make use 
of them himself. He spoke generally^ as the 
rifiouth- piece of the whole crew. He was accus- 
tomed to say, if the Butch fleet were then in the 
I^OAol, he would lead the Nore fleet in apd attack 
^em, in order to prove to the nation that they 
were neither rebels nor traitors. I do not re- 
pO^ipniber the flags hoisted pn board the Sandwich 
on the 29th of May and on the 4th of J uiie, 
becauso I was not at the Nore on those days. On 
all loyal days it is the custom to hoist the standard 
at the main. It was on or about the $th of June 
that I went on board the Sandwich with the Acts 
of Parliament and the Proclamation, and then I 
the prisoner make use of loyal OYpresaiond. 

Attetter was then. produced, and the witness 
W^ asked if he had receiyed it from the prisoner. 
He answered that he had received* it from one of 
tbf delegates of bis own ahip. 

The letter was read— It stated that the Captain 
might go on shore, but must returni^again in tliree 
days, t w the offioere were to be kept as hosta^s ; 
and if ^he Captain did not return, it wonlfl he 
considered a breach of confidence. It also stated 
that the seamen had no connexion ^with jacohinar 
It was signed Richard president. 

I recollect on the 6th of June, when Iwas m 
boards asking what the red fla^eidlj^eant/s^ami 
I w^ io&tmed by the prisoner, oi^ ^ somoof Iris 
asspoiates, that they wished to estabusb and fight 
midor it, because the Dutoh had»stolen it fimm the 
Ei^Ush. I neypr beard thOj^ prisoner gtte mqr 
dirsctiotts, but he addressed me* ^ 

Jacph ^ th$ 
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do not recollect the particular day upon which 
Admiral Buckner’e flag was struck on board the 
Sandwich. 1 do not know who aided and assisted 
me in sflrlking that flag. I do not recollect at ail 
to have heard Captain Moss say, on the quarter*^ 
dock, that as the mutiny had"^ unhappily com* 
menced, he i|;^ought it fortunate tho prison^ 
happened to he on board the Sandwich, to keep 
down tho spirit of the Inen, because he see^Oed 
moderate. I do not recollect to have informed 
the prisoner, during the mutiny, that such a con- 
versation had taken place between Captain Moss 
and his officers. I hoard Parker express a wish 
that the aflair were settled, at tho latter part of 
tho mutiny. When the Kepulse was aground, I 
did not hear the prisoner say anytlung about heir 
getting off. When he came aboard that evesdng, 
he oriered the boat to be hoisted out of^lhc 
Sandwici), to go, aa he said, on board the Director, 
for the purpose of getting a spring on her cable, 
and that if his father was on board he would get 
hm guns' to bear on the Keptils^, and Wow her to 
hell^^to which place she bolongsd* I b^rd ttie 
prisoiieF say, ho thought the causa in which ha 
was mharked a good cause, and ho had no doubt 
of gainh^g bis point, that a redress of ^ev- 
inces. I do not remember hearing the p&oner 
^ve any orders exc^t upon that occasion ; but 1 
was wery s^om nn deck. I neveSr beard the 
prisoner or imy other of the delegates say what 
they meant by hoiatii^ the red flag, tmevnr 
inquired the reason* I recollect the prisoiuW sey^ 
ing to me, when tsdSing of the Inflexible, that it 
was a great pity she wag ifi the fleet, and IhUt If 
it had not for her things igoald haue 'be^n 
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amicably settled a long time before. I do not 
recollect whether he said this ^after or before the 
King's birth-day. The Repulse got on shore at 
three in the afternoon, and got off about fi^e or six 
on the same evening. It was late in the evening 
^hen Parker returned on board the Sandwich from 
fche Monmouth. At the time wh^ the prisoner 
ordered the Sandwich's boat to be got out, I cannot 
tell whether the Repulse was on ot off shore. I 
think she wasoff beforethe Monmouth ceased firing. 
The Repulse was in Sheemess harbour before dark. 

Edward Alkn^ a seaman. — I do not ri^collect 
the day on which the mutiny broke out on board 
the Sandwich. I was on board that day, and did 
not see Parker take any part in the proceedings 
then or on tho following day. I do* not recollect 
the prisoner saying to me at any time, it was a 

S things should be carried on id manner so 
mt. I never thought it would give him 'plea- 
sure to see matters settled. I do not know what 


was meant by the red 

Matthew HoUi^er^ a seaman tffiJie Dtreetor*^ 
I cannot speak to the hour or the Wmute, but it 
was late in the evening, when the prisoner left the 
Director, at the time the Repulse was on shore. 
The Prisoner* — I* have no other question to 
the witness; answers to other questions I 
wish to ask him might criminate htmsdf* ^ 
Thomas Barry seaman of the 

witness gave evidence before on the part of 


' waa about four o*clock in the 

day wpn, aa stated befor#' the prisoner fired 
the fo^castle guns of the Mondiouth on the Re- 
pulse, as she was attempting to get into SheerUess 
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harbour. The man whom I called Captain Yance 

E ut mo into confinement for about an hour and a 
alf^ from a qli^rter after four till about a quarter 
to six. * The prisoner gave me the shove over the 
hed of the fore top-maat Jibont four o’clock. In 
the hurry and confusion of things on board the 
Monmouth, it was not possible for me to mistake 
the prisoner for another person. The transaction 
respecting the crow-bar happened about ten 
minutes to four. The halficoat, which the prisoner 
used to >v^ar, was off : he was dressed in a waist- 
coat. The conversation, related by mo to have 
taken place between the prisoner and Captain 
Vance, occurred about half-past four. 

T/w P»'isofm\^l can prove that I was at an- 
other place at the time when the witness represents 
this transaction to have happened ; and as/or a 
half-coat, I never had one. 

Sam^d Beardf u maman of tft& Monmouth*^ 
I do not know the prisoner. When the Monmmrth 
was firing upon the Repulsd^ I was on the fore- 
castle part of the time, and part of tlie time at my 
quarters, at the second gun* After the fire com- 
menced, 1 remained about a quarter of an hour 
on the forecastle. While I was^on the forecastle, 
I did pot observe any transaction with respect to 
a crow-bar being introduced into a guu.^ The 
firing lasted about ^n hour. 

2^ Prisomr said he had no fresh witnes^s to 
eal! i but, at his aesire, 

Mathew HoUUier was recalled and esKfiniiied 
again.-— The prism|gr quitted the Pireetor m short 
time l^ore the Bruise got adrift. I beHeve fibe 
Monmouth had then ceased firing; but Ido not 
know whether the Monmouth, or the Director 
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cea^4 first. My station was in the magazine of 
the Director ; I went down for tiie safety of tho 
ship. I was not in the inagazine\ll the time of 
the firing. I went below about a quartUr of an 
hour lifter it comrilenced) and remained there for 
twenty minutes : I then wont up between decks, 
8tai4 there a quarter of an hour, and afterteards 
pi^oeeded to the main deck. The firing had then 
ceajsed# The prisoner Mt the Direptor between 
S^ven and eight o'clock. . 

Here the examination of evidence for the defence 
closed. 

The President then told the prisoner that very 
heavy charges had been brought against l^m, and 
bepeeched hin^ for God’s sake to call his witnesses, 
if he had any more, whom he wish^ to examine* 

The prisoner said, if he had a little more time, 
perhaps ho might collect some farth^ evidence, 
apd requested an adjournment till tlie morning. 

The Resident replied, that was impossible. 

The Prisoner th^ expresa^ ^ hope that the 
Court would take the circumststunes attending Ips 
situation into their consideration, ^and recollect 
tb^t he had been moderate ip the whole of his 
conduct, and had latterly assisted i% delivering up 

Sj^epurt was ordered to be cleared at about 
hah^ast one o’clock, apd |he prisoner to be 
removed. From that Jiour upj|^ nearly four, the 
^purt ^tiu deliberation. * Dpon there-admteioin 
oi^thp Alio, 

Judl^ 4dti^te state<L according to tha 
u^al form, the nature and object ihr 
martial, together with the cb^ges which had been 
brought forward against the ^rjeonevi ^that |he 
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Court had heard witnesses, on the part of the 
prosecution, to jupport those charges, and witnesses 
on behalf of the ])risoner for his detence ; and having 
maturely weighed and considered the si^me, that 
the Court was of opinion^ the whole of the charges 
were fuUg prored against Rickard Parker^ the 
ptdsoner : That the Court, therefore, had deter- 
mined that the said Richard Parker should st^er 
death : and that ho be accordingly hanged by tfic 
neck, until dead, on such day, and on board such 
shfip, as the Tjords Commissioners of tiie Admiralty 
should ajipoint. 

The Prisoner tht'n read from a paper which he, 
held in his hand a few observations to the effect^ 
that he declared before God, he could ^mswer 
for the rectitude of his intentions ; and however 
criminal he might appear in the eyes of the worlds 
lie was conscious of having exerted his utmost 
endeavours to promote the Interests of mantind, 
lie ^hoped that his death might nuike atone- 
ment to'^the whole ootmtry ; that it would answer 
for all the rei^tof the fleet, and that no other per- 
son charged iffih tfi© crime for wliioh he was to 
sufler might be put to death. He was conSdent, 
if such were the case, that all the seamen, now 
imprisoned, would cheerfully return to their duty. 

The President told the prisoner t^iat it was in' 
the power of the cotirt to order his exectith>n 
witblii a few minutes after the knteucO; but that 
ht order to give him space to repent of tl^ belnmi^ 
crime of which he had been guilty, th^ftionHht 
proper to leave that business to the Lordi W the 
Aduiteilty. Hift time, however, could not Ibf 
long. 


court imteedialely broke up. 
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CHAPTEla X. 

Considerable labo^ hasi^eeii devoted to giv^ 
ing, in the foregoing pag^s, a clear and foil report 
of this interesting trial, from a careftil collation of 
contemporary accounts. And here, -amid the 
heavy censure we are obliged to award to others, 
it is a pleasing duty to remark, in honour of the 

f allant and ^ distinguished officers who sat on 
^arker* s trial, especially the president, that, for 
a court^martialy their fairness and humanity stand 
out in marked exception to the generality of those 
odious perversions of justice, courts or martial 

^^y that much evidence was admitted,^ not 
onovVi?^ of wliich ever ought to have bei§n heard 
against any prisoner in British custody ; to sur- 
mise that many of the witnesses whwswore against 
him might have been actuated by motives of ani- 
or by misapprehension, 
whiejh^fijjfoperly laid bare by cross-examinatio^n, 
wouM bayo -materially affected their credit; to 
maltB "observations so natural os these, is 
ibaprodai^ a series of truisms which ipauSt ever 
apply to a style of inquiry so arbitrary, so pre- 
judiced, so inconsistent^ and iniquitous us the trial 
by ooUi^s^maTtial. 

By the laws of England, the felon who commits 
the most brutal of aU crimes, the most savage of 
murders, can only be tried by twelve of his d^uals. 
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Of these be has Dot only the unlimited right of 
rejecting as many as are open to any legal cause 
of objection^ but a further privil^e of dismissing 
from the jury box twenty morc^ witliout the 
assignment of reason or cause ** Ho next has the 
advantage of being defended by all the ingenuity 
and skill that hipnan power can compass, and if 
too poor to procure such s^viees himself, the court, 
on application and statement of i\m fact,,k cm*^ 
powered at its discretion gratuitously to assign 
counsel for his defence. Against this humble 
wretch the merciful majesty of English jus-* 
tice allows not ono word to bo urged in prose- 
cution that can possibly prejudice the prisone/s 
case, not one particle of evidence to be received 
that is not in strict accordance with those laws 
and precedents which the experience of ages and 
the most refined wisdom of English judges have 
laid down through the long practice of centuries. 
Not one witness is permitted to open j^Ur ^lips 
i^ainst the prisoner without being subjected to 
the severest scrutiny as to his means of knowledge, 
bis motives^ lift own previous good or bad charac*^ 
ter^ and the d%rce of credit which may be attached 
to wdiat he swears* The whole proofs itgahult the 
criminal are then sifted by a judges whose cutire 
life haabeen devoted to the adminislration Of the 
law aud the investigation of truth. ^ ^ 

^ Under a guidance so carefully gus|Ped^ 
error, the entire case is presented once mora 
jury ; They are especially charged to givo 
reasonable ^oubt in favour of the priaoU^^'ihta 
finally^ if found guilty, he allow^ to take ad- 

• 4th Bfuiskstono^s OhKBmentfttitft/p* 353. ^ A provision/^ 
coadnass that cebhwted ^ri^ur, full pf that t&a4«ma68 aad 
humanity to pnsonera for irhich our EogiUh laws are justly 
famous,’^ 
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vantage of every technical error thatr may on his 
trial havo occurred ih the slightest point of estab- 
lished form. 

Such was the action of the criminal law in 
England, on the day that witnessed Parker s doom. 
Even at that time the British empire possessed no 
greater boast than the enlightened administration 
of this very criminal code. Since then, however, 
mercy has attempered its stern duties by many 
and marked reforms : among the rest, bpr permis- 
sion to the prisoner’s counsel, in all criminal cases, 
of that address to tho jury which the counsel for 
the prosecution have over possessed, but which 
was only granted to persons accused of the dread- 
ful crime of treason, so late as the reign of William 
the Third (7 & 8 W. 3, c. 3), and not extended to 
felony till 1836 * (6 & 7 W. 4, c. 114.) 

With this mode of trying the most odious felons 
in Parker's day, let ns contrast tho trial by court- 
martial as it was then and still remains. 

Instead of tho hideous olh3nce of murder on 
shore, let us take a trivial act of passion afloat. 
A seaman is made the subject of most foul lan- 
guage, in itself a breach of the articles of war 
(art. ii.),^and receives a violent blow from one of 
his ofiioera in the ordinary course of the ship's 
duty— an occurrence in the days of Parker as 
frequent and ordinary as the serving out of his 
impure V?|iter and provision. In the heat of the 
moment the outraged sailor ** lifts up” the first 
ofiensive weapon at hand — a crow-bai^ or hand- 
spike ; hU threatens fpr an instant, but strikes no 
blow ; reason rush^ to .his rescue, he flings down 
the lifted” instrument, and silently submits to 
his oppressor. For this offence on the seaman's 

♦ This light in ca8e$ of misdemeanor alviays existed. 
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part, what docs tlie reader iraagine is the punish- 
ment incurred by the Articles of War ? 

Blush for 3 Mjur countxy %vhile jxm read the 
answer I It is — DEATH I ! ! — (Article xxii.) 

This — this is the penalty awarded to such an 
offence by those Articles of War, whoso blood- 
thirsty ferocity liad their share in paving the 
way for the ^Mutiny at the Nore ; of which the 
nmtine(,‘rs themselves complained as being so 
dreadful as to t(Trify the King s subjects from 
entering the King’s navy’, as well indeed they 
might. These veiy Articles of War, he it ever 
reniembcred, the “^gracious" minister and the 
‘‘ grateful " nation refused to alter in the least 
degree, whatever blood or ruin miglit be shed 
or caused in their defence, and which — mark the 
climax 1 — thougli framed as far back as 1749, 
REMAIN UNALTERED TO THIS DAY, 18421!!* 

Now then for tins offence thus committed Jiff oat, 
let us note how the seaman would bo tried. Let us 
contrast his trial witli that of the inur4orer ashore, 
and bear be%o our mind's oye that the punish- 
ment of each is the same — Deatr, and that both 
offenders are equally born in the same country and 
livij^g under the same government. In both cases 
the same party is the prosecutor, the Crown. To 
try the murderer, the Crown cannot retain one 
single juror: the murderer, as we have said,^ 
may without a reason reject twenty, and as many 
more against whom he can show legal cause. 
The judge who tries tlie murderer is so entirely 
independent of the Crown, that he can only be 

* See the Articles of War, verbaiim, at the end of this 
eliapter. 
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removed on tlic address of both Houses of Parlia- 
ment to the Sovereign. 

In the navy, the seaman must submit to be tried 
by a court casually composed for the occasion, 
uniting the powers of judge and jury expressly 
nominated by the Crown, who ])rosecutes, and all 
of whom are kept so slavishly dependent on that 
crown, that they may be stripped of their com- 
missions and every particle of their honours at the 
mere breath of the Crown's minions, — the Board 
of Admiralty, — without even the right of a trial. 

Disclaiming the slightest offensive meaning 
towards the gallant but unfortunate offeers who 
have so often been made the victims of this barba- 
rous tyranny, is not this an admirable comparison 
of the two tribunals at the onset ? Should the 
offending sailor espy among his hcrmaj)hrodito 
jury-judges the greatest enemy he has over known, 
his protest is as idle as the wind, unless he can 
make valid his objection,* and even then it is very 
doubtful if this would be allowed. The next con- 
sideration that forces itself upon us, js the chance- 
medley by which alone must often be determined 
the fact whether any or how many of these 
packed judges ever sat upon a trial before, or ever 
previously applied his mind to that difficult and 
nice mental labour, the elucidation of truth from 
, conflicting testimony ? As if in diametric opposi- 
tion to the spirit of equality in the laws on shore, 
no officer* is to be found on the court below the 
rank of a Commander, (see Articles of War, 

• No peremptory cliallengos are allowed ; challenges for 
cause are very limited, and no precedents arc given of their ever 
having l)ecn allowed. Sec McArthur on Courts Martial, vol. i. 
p. 272. 
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sect. 3G,) and every possible care soeins exorcised 
not only that the seaman sliall not be tried by any 
one who can be imagined his ]>cer, but that a set 
of jurors or judges, call them which you will, sliall 
be got together witli^ every possible prejudice of 
rank, station, habit and coniinand, militating 
against the lo\\dy and unfortunate prisonei'. 

la this case the seaman would i^ost probably be 
unable to write his own name ; yet ho luiglit as 
well dt}inand tlie honours of an adnhrars llag as 
the assignment of counsel to watch the jiroceedings. 
Even slionhl his friends, by soineran^ ciiance, have 
procured him this assistance, Ins advocate is allowed 
only hy favour, nor is permitted to address the court, 
to take a single objection, nor to examine a witness. 

As this mockery proceeds, the worst eviilence 
is as often admitted as the best, and hearsay 
finds quite as much admission from tho skil- 
ful tribunal as direct testimony. But for tliis 
glaring absurdity and rank injustice, there is 
a weighty reason ; scarcely one, if any,* of the 
judges could command the knowledge necessary to 
distinguish the one from the otluT, Jf the most 
perjured and forsworn of witnesses presented him- 
self against the prisoner, the only attempt that 
can be made to supply the want of that safeguard 
of our personal liberties and happiness, cross-ex- 
amination, is tho slow administration by the pri- 
soner of such questions as the court chooses to 
allow, and which must generally, if not always, be 
written down before the witness can be compelled 
to answer them. By this almost inconceivable folly, 
the vsole hope of examination — rapid question and 
answer — is swept away, and the corrupt perjurer, 
the malicious forswearer, gains the most ample 

X 2 
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time to fabricate any untruth that may most con- 
duce to his ends. 

The prisoner having made his defence, the 
court is (‘Icared ; those who have dovetailed the 
widely and properly severe^ offices of judge and 
jury Iiold a secret conclave with closed doors. 
No impartial head, clear from the agitating and 
often distracting responsibility of pronouncing on 
life or death, reads over to them the evidence, or 
lends the light of past ages and exj)eri('nce to 
elucidate whatever is dark or doubtful. Be the 
prejudices or disabilities of those men what they 
may, they are left to expound the statute by 
which alone their authority is supported, to decide 
how far the facts come under their exposition of 
the statute, and to apportion the degree of punish- 
ment to tlio facts — an extent of powers which on 
shore it often requires jury, judge, and Crown to 
compass. Finally, the requisite's ol technical pre- 
cision are so loose and wide, that little can be 
hoped "^for the accused from any informality . 
One only point redeems the whole of such pro- 
ceedings from the barbaric level <^f Turkish 
‘‘justice.'" An officer, under the title of judge- 
advocate, attends (generally by a deputy, who may 
be a lawyer, or may not) to advise tlie court. 
But it must never be forgotten that this officer 
rarely attends in person, and that his office lies 
prostrate at the merest caprice of the Crown. 
A corrupt or unprincipled minister can, at a 
moment s notice, fill it with his own creature. 

When we look back to such monsters as 
Lord Jefferies, and reflect how often even the 
highest judgment-seats in Britain have been dese- 
crated by corruption and time-serving, until the 
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wore rendered independent of tlio Crown 
at the Revolution of 1688, no man can for an 
instant inia^dne that such a combination ol^ cruelty, 
tyranny, and absurdity as our court-martial sysUan 
is at all rendcT(*<l safe by such an appointment as 
that of a ju<ln e-a<lvocato. It is evident at a glance 
the em)rmous interest which tlieCh’own, or, in other 
words, the administration of the day, may possess 
in the verdict of a court -martial, ami the horrible 
means thus }>hieed at tbeircoinmand to influence it.* 

Should any bigoted admirer of this .s(diool ]>e so 
ma<l or w'ieke<l as to questhai this truth, let him in- 
(juire ou whieli of the waters of our bnuid harbours 
wasmurderou^^y shed the guiltless blood of fivNCj ? 

him si'ck the ])age of the admiring and pen- 
sioned biographer, and ask under what circiini- 
stances th(3 ao)>lc8t and most heroic name that gilds 
cv<ai British naval history became tainted and 
eclipsed by tlie legal assassination of Prince Carac- 
ciolit ? — the one victim being sacrificed scarce two 
years afit^r, and the other forty years before, the 
trial of Richard Parker. 

If such rank and influence proved an insuffi- 
cient protection against the atrocities of the court- 
martial system, wdiat can avail the wri things of 
the friendless British seaman ? 

Nay, even more, if further ground for argimicut 
were needed, — Wliy — ^let it be again and again 
demanded— why )yas Richard Parker torn away 
from the civil authorities, to whom lie had already 
been delivenid and handed over with such marke<l 
solicitude, to the gentler arms of martial law ? 

^ iSee general note at the end of the volume, as to an Admi. 
ralty secretary corresponding daily under secret covers with a 
deputy judge -advocate. 

f See Southey’s Life of Nelson, 
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What was liis offence? was it not Treason ? — 
Treason and Rebeelton ? Had not the minister 
gone oulfof his way in the most pointed manner 
to gain an act of parliament — an ex post facto law 
to make this very man s offence Felony” and 

Rebellion,” and liable to be tried, in the words of 
the ant, “ before any court of oyer and terminer or 
gaol delivery for any county in that part of Great 
Britain called England, in such manner and form 
as if the said offence had been therein committed V* 
Such is the language of the 7tli section of 37th 
Geo. III. c. 71. The 3d and 4th sections of 
the same statute expressly declare all offenders 
under the act to be guilty of ^‘felony,” and 
liable to the pains of death ; while the 8th 
section emphatically provides that all parties 
guilty under the act, but not tried under it, may 
still bo tried for high treason, or misprision of 
high treason, in the same manner as if the act 
had not been passed. 

This language of the minister's statute being an 
admission of our assertion that Parker was open to 
a charge of high treason, let ij be shortly stated in 
what way his crime amounted to so terrible a 
charge. 

Without wishing to confuse the reader with all 
the technicalities of legal language, it may be 
generally laid down that the law of treason in this 
country rests principally on thamemorable statute 
25th Ed. III. c. 2, and the 86th G. III. c. 
vi. The former is what the lawyers call decla- 
ratory of the common law; in other words, it 
introduces no new provisions, but simply declares 
the state of the common law on the subject of 
treason, at that time particularly necessary, as, 
through the corruption or weakness of judges 
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many acts were tortured into treason winch boro 
not the slightest resemblance to that oflfenco. To 
remedy this evil was passed the 25th Ed. ITT., 
one of the most celebrated in the annals of 3'higlish 
jurisprudence, and one which, from its accurate 
enumeration of the offences which should for tlie 
future constitute treason, and its express denuncia- 
tion against declaring any other offence to he so 
except hy the aiitliority of parliament, has ever 
been considered one of the greatest safeguards of 
the liberty of the suliject in this country. 

To remedy some imperfections in tlie above 
statute, the 3(5 th G . II 1. c. vii. was passed, the pro- 
visions of wliioh ar(‘ altogether eumnlativi^ on tlui 
former, as there is an express clause in the 
latter, which declares that nothing in that act 
contained shall prevent nny person from l)oing 
indicted and tried under the 25th Ed. Ilf,, as ho 
might have been before the passing of the act in 
question, The three principal branches of the 
25th Ed. IIL are those which declare it to be 
treason cither to compass or imagine tlie death of 
the king,” “ to levy war against him in his realm,” 
or to ‘‘be adherent to his enemies within the 
realm,” 

There have been many decisions by the judges 
of former times on these branches of the statutes, 
which it might perhaps be diflicult to support at 
the present day* ‘^^^Thus it has been held that a 
conspiracy to dej^e or imprison the sovereign, or 
conspiring to levy war against him, amounted to 
an overt act of coirifpassing his death within the 
first branch of the act * ; and on the third branch, 

* 4 Dluckstoric's OoramenUriea, 82, and the legal authorities 
there quoted. 
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that there may be a . constructive as well as an 
actual levying of war ; and that the offence nmy 
be done by taking arms, not only to dethrone the 
king, but under pretence to reform religion or the 
laws, or to remove evil counsellors, or other griev- 
ances, whether real or pretended. 

But whether these and similar decisions were 
well or ill founded is not a matter for present in- 
quiry ; for in Parker s case there was not only a 
direct and positive assumption of the functions of 
royalty in taking the command of the fleet, and 
giving written permission to merchant- vessels to 
pass up the Thames, but an actual levying of war 
by firing upon the Repulse, Leopard, &c., which 
men-of-war at that time bore the royal commis- 
sion and wore proceeding on the authority of their 
officers in obedience to thh commands of the Crown. 

But in this matter the case is so strong as to be 
capable of throwing aside even the strongest of 
all arguments. It stands forth beyond all doubt 
or denial that the ministers themselves were quite 
convinced of the fact of the mutineers being 
guilty of treason, since they caused their monarch, 
by royal proclamation of May 31, 1797, (see 
supra^ p. 195,) to declare the proceedings of the 
ships' companies at the Nore to be “ rebellious, 
mutinous, and treasonable.” 

Finally, to accumulate proof upon proof, we see 
that two delegates from the Inflexible were seized 
and committed for treason and rflher acts (p. 250); 
and subsequently Richard Parker, after an exami- 
nation of three hours before two lords of the 
admiralty, was himself committed to Maidstone 
jail, charged with acts of piracy and high treason; 
As the latter is by far the more ‘‘ solemn and ter- 
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riblc” charge of the two, let it be inquired if such 
a crinio is known to the laws of England on shore? 
The reply is ready — man treason is the heaviest 
crime the British laws can know; it is one which 
has, beyond all others, ocanpied our legislators 
and judges, and is the most carefully guptrded in its 
ingredients, the most dire in its penalties and 
punishments, and the most humanely protective 
in its opportunities for defence. 

llovcrse tliis question. Is high treason known 
to naval martial law ? Not in tlio most remote 
degree ; no instance has ever occurred of naval 
martial law having l)et‘n ein])o\vere<l to take the 
slightest cognizance of it. Throughout the whole 
Articles of War such an oilenco is never even named. 
Then why let it be again demanded ? — AVhy was 
tbe])risoner so especially made amenable for treason 
by an act of parliament passed after bis oifenco 
had Ixfcn partly consummated ? — Why was this 
olleuder against tlio laws of treason, for wliich, 
after a protracted examination before two lords of 
the admiralty, he had been committed to a county 
jail — wdiy was this man snatched t'lway from the 
civil power, that possessed every jurisdiction over 
this terrible offence, and given up to martial law^, 
which could not recognise his declared crime even 
by its title ? Why was ho taken from the protec- 
tion and custody of that law by which he would 
have received th# most impartial and fair trial 
known among men, and given up to that code of 
all others the most bloody — the most prejudiced— 
the most partial ? The answer is too obvious to 
admit the slightest doubt — Parkers death was 
pre-resolved upon, and the only question studied 
was that of getting at this merciless revenge in 
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the speediest manner. The minister knew wliat 
was tequired of him, and with his usual cunning 
achieved it. Had his only object been tlie fur- 
therance, of justice, he needed not to have recourse 
to ahy sucli glaring inconsistency, any such im- 
mistakeabjl^act of arbitrary power and revenge, as 
brapd the withdrawaT of a criminal especially 
chatged with treason, from the trial by jury, settled 
again and again by act of parliament, to place him 
foir a minor offence before an inferior tribunal igno- 
rant of what treason meant ; nominated and re- 
moveable "at tlio minister s despotic pleasure, where 
every species of evidence, hearsay or not, was to 
bind the halter round the neck of the victim whose 
death was prejudged before he had pleaded to 
his charge. Inheriting a commanding intellect, 
as the second Pitt undoubtedly did, though with 
principle to guide it far inferior to that of the 
great statesman from whom he descended, it can- 
not be attributed to any error, that the head of the 
cabinet pursued this course with Parker and the 
other mutineers at the Nore, It arose from the 
deliberate adoption of those means chance threw 
in his way, of biassing at least, if not of perverting, 
justice. After the long series of most gross blun- 
ders that had disgraced Pitt’s policy at the out- 
break of the mutiny at Spithead, it would indeed 
have been a climax to his shame and confusion, had 
an English jury pitied the wrongs that drove their 
naval defenders into crime, and availed themselves 
of any doubtful point to acquit the ringleaders. 
Had Parker been tried for treason, he would, as a 
matter of right, have been able to address his 
equals, his jury, by the lips of two successive 
counsel (7 ^ 8 W. Ill, c. 3, s. 1). Mr. Pitt, 
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•— Inmself a barrister of Lincoln’s Inn — could not 
have lost sight of this marked dilference, between 
the two tribunals of judicial and martial law^ 
when selecting one for the execution of the man 
who had so obstinately defied his power. ^ 

TIkto was, moreover^ at this tin\c ||H upon 
the lists of the Knglish bar not altogetliSr unknown 
to fame, — that of the lion. Thomas Erskinc. 
Thr(‘<» years before the period of Park(‘r’s trial, 
Mr. Erskine had defended Horne Tooke and others 
against a charge of treason, and by tlui acquittal of 
all his clients, gained a series of triumphs against the 
cabinet of Mr. Pitt, which 'was not only tlie most 
scv(?re defeat that despotic and unconstitutional 
minister ever rt^ceived in England, but which proved 
the greatest blessing and support ever rendered to 
the law's of Britain, in preserving the then much 
endangered rights of Engli.sh juries from the insi- 
dious arts of assailants no less powerful than 
determined. 

Is it or is it not probable that Mr. Pitt had 
glanced at the eligibility of allowing Erskine an 
opportunity of addressing a jury on behalf of 
Parker ? — of laying bare, with all the terrible fire of 
an eloquence never surjiassed at any bar, and all 
the zeal and detenu ination of the truest worshipper 
of national freedom, those crying iniquities, those 
bloodthirsty punishments, those heartrending im- 
pressments, those •maddening acts of cruelty ‘and 
oppression — those mean, endless, and unpitied 
hardships of food, of clothing, and of pay, which, 
aggravated by long years of the most brutal and 
cold neglect, had at last festered into so deadly an 
outbreak, that the safety of tho empire and the 
continuance of society under its existing form were 
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owing only to the accidental absence of sufficient 
genius among the malcontents to Carry out their 
own gigantic power ? 

View the case as leniently as possible, no 
minister wbo for long weeks liad been lying on 
the grid^Bf of so torturing a^public catastrophe 
as this muRny must have pro.ved to the responsible 
head of the state, could have failed to see the 
possibility here considered. 

The means taken to avoid it were as unprin- 
cipled as tyrannic. "Since, however, no scruple of 
justice, lionour, or conscience availed to let the law 
take its unbiassed course, let us just glance at the 
species of mock trial that really was offered, to 
blind a nation bellowing for blood. 

Were not the solemnity of these proceedings 
stamped with the last seal of Parker s life, what 
reader could refrain from contemptuous laughter 
at a court whose decisions could bo guided by such 
evidence as some of the foregoing ?* At the open- 
ing of the trial, two letters are read for the prose- 
oution against the prisoner — who should rather be 
styled the victim. One letter is written by Ad- 
miral Buckner to the Admiralty, and another by 
Captain Ross to Admiral Buckner ; as outrageous 
an admission of hearsay as perhaps ever the annals 
of courts martial could disclose. Neither of these 
letters was written under the binding influence of 
an oath ; nor had the prisoner the slightest power 
over them or their writers ; while, as if to render 
their production more flagrant in this instance, 
both the writers were in court to swear to the 
facts, if either of them knew any against the 
prisoner. 

If a man s life is to be taken on such evidence— 



SPITHEAD AND TH|1 NODE. 317 

if liis judges are to l)e in tlie least degree influenced 
by it — if a particle of such evidence is to be read 
in a court trying him, it would be quite as reason- 
able that the government should have called some 
ancient dame from the solitudes of Kainschatka 
at once to swear her opinion that Parker 

deserved hanging. ” 

But passing by all tlie other instances that 
occur in this trial of liearsay being received as 
proof, an<l the want of accuracy from confusion in 
some of the witnesses* statements, which nothing 
but a rigorous cross-examination conld have set 
right, as well as the suicidal ignorance that misled 
the prisoner into calling for his defences testimony 
tliat had already been sworn against him, two 
prominent objections appear against the justice of 
the trial. 

First, What became of the question of Parker*s 
insanity ? If he really were of unsound intellects, 
as his widow stated — and by all accounts truly 
stated, since she referred to instances of tliis 
malady before any charge existed against him, 
and government made no attempt to clear up 
these ominous facts, — then was it no^ngless th^n 
deliberate murder to visit a lunatic with those 
penalties of death to which the sane arc alone 
responsible? If this alleged insanity in F§rker 
were a pretence, it vras at least due to humft)ity 
and the character of the country that such a pre- 
tence should have been sifted to its false founda- 
tion. Then arises the question, where and how 
could the truth or falsity of such a tale have been 
so properly, safely, and satisfactorily sifted as be* 
fore an English jury ? Did the minister fear that 
twelve Englishmen should declare that his govern- 
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ment had been baffled, and the empire convulsed 
almost to its destruction, by a mere minion of the 
moon? 

The defence of insanity, even when most clear, 
is one which a madman would most certainly 
avoid mqJ||pg himself, it being part of his disease 
to imagi* himself sane. " On the other hand, 
when the insanity is clear, it is a defence which 
counsel would as certainly advance in cases of life 
and death like that of Parker. This at least must 
be evident to all competent to form an opinion, — 
than Parker at his trial, no fugitive from Bedlam 
could have conducted his defence against such a 
charge with more of that reckless folly, varied by 
occasional sharpness, which mostly distinguishes 
the mental character of deranged people. 

Secondly, Tt must ever appear that a degree of 
most extraordinary hurry was used in every de- 
partment of the executive to hasten Parker to his 
grave. 

On Thursday morning, June 15, Parker was 
committed to a county jail for high treason. 
Suddenly ho is snatched from the civil power, 
v^ich alon(|| could try such an offence; handed 
over to naval martial law, that is unacquainted 
with the crime even by name, and therefore un- 
posgggsed of any power to investigate it — the court 
is fSmed to try him on wholly different charges, 
the evidence against him is prepared — the court 
opened, and he himself placed at its bar to answer 
for* his life — all within one petty week. In this 
haste w^as Parker delivered up to the tenderness 
of a tribunal, not only empowered to come to their 
decision upon hearsay evidence, which in any 
court on shore would have been and still is insuffi- 
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cient to be followed by an hour a imprisonment to 
any criminal but winch tribunal further possessed 
the power of ordering instant execution after the 
finding of their sentence. 

That such hurry on the part of government did 
not fail in producing its result, is evident in the 
edifying spectacle of flie president of the court 
reminding Parker of the awful nature of the 
charge against him, and adjuring him for Goi/s 
SAKE ” to call any more witnesses that he had for 
his defence! What is the reply to this dreadful 
appeal ? The answer of Parker, the alleged lunatic, 
is, that “ })crhaps ho might be able to <lo so if the 
court w’ould allows liini a little more time ' 1 ! The 
time is not allowed. In a few Imurs the court, with 
doors closed, and each mcinbei* sw’orn to secrecy, on 
their proctjcdings, pronounce a sentence of guilty, 
and, witliin four days, Parker is put to death. 

Let the haste of this trial be contrasted with 
the conduct of atrial for high treason on shore, and 
another cogent reason may be discerned in the 
order of the minister depriving Parker of such 
privileges and ])rotection. 

Finally, if any proper principles had regulate^ 
the executive of the day in its exercise of its power 
— if there had been wo criminal secrets to conceal, 
no bloodthirsty vindictiveness to gratify — wd||||||pr 
under what justifiable pretence, did they 
the country at large and the navy in particular 
of the natural satisfaction that an English jury 
should pronounce upon crimes of such magnitude? 
Why did the minister deprive himself of the im- 
mense moral support which he would have gained 
by a verdict of “ Guilty " so honourably and fairly 
obtained? 
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AiJiong many thoughtless but not ill-meaning 
pef'sonsj the foregoing trial, and inquiry on its 
juetice, may elicit the queries — “ What can it 
import how Parker met his death? — Can it be 
doubted that he was guilty?” .Similar words 
doubtless were used by many Athenians on the 
death of Socrates. Such'Viay be the questions 
raised on the execution of any public cliaracter, 
whether the greatest of criminals or the noblest of 
martyrs, according as the faith, the feelings, or the 
prejudices of the latter may dictate, ^tit, not to 
speak profanely, thus spoke many of the'O^ews who 
crucified the holy Author of that faith, a minister of 
which, as we shall see, gave all the sanctity of 
religion to the judicial death of Richard Parker. 

Let no man who generously reveres the public 
liberty or selfishly adores his own, suffer even 
such a thought to cross his mind. The slightest 
safety for the lives and property of mankind is 
utterly incompatible with the least judicial com- 
promise between the utmost despotism that enables 
the Sultan to bowstring any subject whose wealth 
lie covets, and those British rights that enable 
an Englishman to withstand and triumph over 
the utmost strength of the Crown when unjustly 
exerted. When onco unfair influence obtains 
angmi the tribunals of any country, it is idle to 
ii^PK to what extent it may proceed ; its limits 
will only be bounded by the limits of the power 
to corrupt or intimidate, the wish to screen or to 
revenge — the influence, in short, of power or gold. 

If those only are free whose liberties are un- 
shackled — if those are slaves from whom such 
liberties are withheld — if the first right of liberty 
be, as Britons boast, a fair unbiassed triab and 
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English courts of justice form, as mankind gene- 
rally admit, the most perfect specimeiSf of even- 
handed justice, w’liatthcn, let it be demanded, is 
the position of the oflicers at>d seamen of the 
British navy at this hour?— are they free men, or 
are they slaves ? Tliis is cl^ar — under the present 
system of naval courts-martial, justice, as it is 
known and worslii])pe<l on the shores of (Sroat 
Britain, is a thing iis little to be expected on those 
high seas from whence her greatness rose, as tliat 
the sun reflected on their eternal mirror shall 
renounce his light. 

Whether Parker deserved or not to die, is not 
the question ; and were it so, it is a qiu'btion that 
can never now he fully asccrtaine<l. If he did 
deserve to die, tlie less excuse existed for taking 
him from the unbiassed powers of the courts of 
law, that would in such case have undoubtedly 
required the atonement of his^ life und(T every 
circumstance of solemnity and dread that could 
assure the Innocent and deter the guilty. If, on 
the otlier liand, Parker did not deserve death, does 
not the worst form of murder lie couched in the 
crime of that overstrained authority that took 
him from the protection of a jury, to stt‘al away 
his life before a mock tribunal, every member of 
which the Crown had power to degrade an<|||i||||D 
of honours, commissions, and pay, withou||||||||p 
or the assignment of a single reason, provided 
such memliers of the court happened to oifend the 
minister either by daring to acquit the victim 
arraigned or by any other offence ? 

* Dreadful and incredible as the posttcssiou of this monstrous 
po^^er b/ the government may seem, it is one the pitiless esrer- 
cise of vrhicb has been bewept by many a broken-hearted and 
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The weyfe oT worthlessness of Parker's charac* 
ter becoitm here of as little moment as the value 

gallant servitor Hilf liis country. But a fc«r examples from the 
host that might be qdoted will suffice. Captain Hanclictt, C.B,, 
an officer whoso daring bravery had been repeatedly proved 
in afction— ‘Who commenced^ his career by winning as a mid- 
sliipman a patriotic sword from the committee of Lloyd^s, pro- 
posed the institution of the coast-guard^ and was appointed at 
its head with emoluments of £2000 a year, or more. A chaigc 
was made against him of attempting to sell his appointment. 
Without the slightest trial, or any court of inquiiy as to his 
guilt or innocence, he was dismissed his post, stiipped of his 
commission, degmded of his Companionship of the Bath, and, 
for aught the Admiralty eared, turned forth a beggar in his 
ago upon the world: nay — scarcely credible iniquity 1 — ^aii 
official attempt was made to rob him of the pension purchased 
by his blood, and won by his repeated wounds ; and this was 
only spared to him by the interposition of the king. After 
more than twenty years spent in protestations of innocence, 
petitioning every quarter of the executive for some trial oi 
inquiry into his conduct, backed by a favourablo opiuion on his 
case by the then law officer of the Ci own— -the attorney-general — 
neither trial nor redress has been granted to Captain Hanebott 
up to this hour ; though on the appointment of the naval and 
military commission, the Adnairalty, shamed by the ontrages 
he had undergone, granted to him a tardy pension — but no 
commission — no restoration of the Bath— no half-p»;y. Of his 
guilt or innocence it is not pretended hefe to judge. In either 
case the government are equally criminal. If he was guilty, 
why are the resourcea of an overtaxed country wasted on a 

« lf he is innocent, what can surpass the infamy of 
government in blasting and embittering the whole 
prospects of an old and most intrepid officer, by with- 
from him a fair trial and acquittal, with every reparation 
to wiiich he is entitled, by more than twenty years^ suffering of 
the most cruel injntstice? Tins case is, if possible, surpassed by 
the following. 

To THE Ilousfi OF Commons,— The humble Petition of Row- 
land Milner, late a Lieutenant in Her Majesty’s Royal Navy, 
Shewetb, 

That your Petitioner, in the year 1821, received a letter froro^ 
the Admiralty, stating that he was accused by one Solomon'" 
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of the metal tliat irradiates the ruby into a priceless 
jewel, or discolours it to a eoinparativcly valueless 

AU^xandcr, of liaviftg given him, in July 1810, a povver of 
attorney and uflidavit to receive certain half pay, sjiid to bo tlien 
due to iiim, for tho period b^'tween the 13th of March and the 
7th of July UUO, and which half pay ho (Alexander) alleged 
that )nur Petitioner personally received upon another adldavit. 
That join Petitioner, upon tho receipt of this ch.uge, denied 
at once haMng any hnon ledge of such transaction, or of his 
accuser, the said Alexander, 

That y<»«r Petitioner's answer not being siUisfactovy, ho was 
deprived of his half pay and tutnre prospects in his profcision. 
That jour Petitioner begs leave to obvene, tiiat if it were 
true that Alevandcr piesented tho said aflldavU, or that he (jour 
Petitioner) received such half pay, the Admiralty liave the proof 
in their hands, and can pr«tduee it, ns he humbly submits they 
ought to do, in justifieation of their treatment towards him. 
That j oui Petitioner being upon full pay at the lime tho alleged 
transaction is said to have occurred, ho solicited tho Admi- 
ralty to be brought face to face with his accuser before a court- 
martial, which was refused on the ground of tho lapse of time 
not pci milting it. T)io Admiralty Itkcwiee refused to bring 
the ease befoie a civil tnbunal, wheio it might have been fairly 
examined, youi Petitioner not having the means of doing so. 

That jour Petitioner having petitioned the Crown without 
effect, ho feels that his only resource is in the justice of your 
honourable House granting him a Committee to examine into 
tho ciivumstances of Hils case, and th^t if he did himself receive 
tho aforesaid half pay upon another ^/Bdavit, as alleged against 
him, the Admimlty can prove the same by the books at the Pay 
OlHco, which in such case must have been signeil by your Peti- 
tioner. That the real timo for which lie had half pay da|i||||tae 
from the 7th of December 1809 to the 13ih of 
being 96 days prior to, and 26 days short of, the time mennK'd 
in the alleged afiidavit, during which last-named {leriod of 26 
d&js be w'as upon full pay, and consequently subject to be tried 
before a court-martial, if any such ciiaige had bwn made. 

That yonr Petitioner can prove, by a note from the paymaster, 
that no such half pay as that stated by bis aewusor was ever 
received by him, as also that the alleged documents are forgeries. 
Persons of h^gh authority are reported to have objected tochaiges 
being made against o6Scer& after a long lapse of years, as well as to 

y 2 
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stone. It is the immeasurable stake of the 
public liberty that became involved in his per- 
son, that can raise to the mq^t vital import 
the meanest or most guilty individual. For 
Parker in his own narrow capacity, no one can 
fail to feel the utmost pity and contempt. If in 
reality he were a person of sound intellects, and 
not that mere madman which there seems great 
reason to believe he was, it must be granted on all 
hands that the just claims of the fleet could not 
have met a more disastrous calamity than the 
advent to their standard of a person like Parker, 
whose smattering of education and once superior 
grade, temporarily elevated him above the rude 
seamen, many of whom, however illiterate, must 
have been much better formed by nature to grasp 
the reins that trembled in Parker’s feeble hands. 

He was evidently unfitted either to create or to 
continue an aflair of magnitude, much less to con* 
duct its operations to a successful issue. Resistance, 
to be triumphant, demands a master-mind for its 
guidance. The leader of a combination against 
the formidable powers of any government, inde- 
pendently of the justice or moral strength of his 
cause, must be furnfehed with some high gifts of 
genius : it is not indispensable that he should bo 
aj|M|||on of education ; but he must at least possess 
tc^poving force of intellect which can at will 

charges against offlccr8,Mitho\it well -grounded cTidence of the facta, 
and the accused parties havinga fair opportunity of defending them- 
selves. Y our Petitioner, having tried all other means of obtaining 
a full and fair inivostigation of his conduct, and of having justice 
done him, humbly, but most earnestly, implores that his c^c 
may be examined before a Committee of your honourable House. 

And your Petitioner will ever pray. ^ Eowlako Milnxr. 
^tepneff^ \ith Fehruar^^ 1839, 
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put forth that mysterious and inexplicahio influ- 
ence over the passions and wills of his followers, 
whicli moulds into a resistless mass the chaos of 
conflicting parties, and embodies and gives one 
common force and aim to a thousand jarring 
elements ; and while it infuses ■confidence, unity 
of purpose, and a fierce energy, suitable to 
every emergency, must add to the physical 
po\vt‘r of the multitude that gigantic conception 
which overmatches all inferior spirits by its own 
internal evidence of superior gi*eatness. The ele- 
ments of Parhor s character fell far short of these 
requisite qualities. His abilities were of the most 
mediocre if not meagre order, anrl wholly \incqual 
to his position ; moreover, he seems to have pos* 
sessed ainbiticui of no higher order than that 
of standing at the liead of a daring mob, over 
whom his only influence was acquired by 
vaunting declamation and frequent appeals to 
animal violence. Ho exhibited neither prudence 
to profit by any opportunity of retreat, nor cou- 
rage to^trike a decisive blow. ^ It iniglit at first 
be supposed that his more comprehensive and 
energetic views were thwarted by the other dele- 
gates with whom he was associated. But this 
could not have been the case : Parker s repeated 
reproach was, that the fierce ^irits of the lidteci- 
ble's crow bad been constantly urging the fl * on 
to the most desperate measures, which he, Parker, 
had done his utmost to moderate. This at once 
displays the weakness of Parkcj|| folly. The 
minister, in his bigoted obstinac*had left the 
leaders of the mutiny no loom pmitmiice* Their 
lives were s^ific^ at all events; no farther 
cnminality could have more endangered them after 
PiWs declaratory statutes. The prime minister 
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had drawn the sword, and the delegates sliould 
from this have learnt they had no hope but in 
flinging away the scabbard. Their position had 
been rendered desperate by their oppressor, and 
nothing but the most fearless stroke of desperate 
policy could have saved them. For this Parker, 
at least, possessed neither heart nor soul ; nor can 
we grant him the praise of acting timidly from 
amiable motives of humanity or religion. Ilis 
conduct when the Monmouth and Director opened 
their guns on the Repulse, deprives him at least of 
this excuse, tlioiigh great confusion as to the exact 
part ho took certainly arose on the trial. Be that 
as it may, the fleet at the Norc were by that 
firing as completely dyed in the blood of their 
fellow-creatures, as if the utmost vehemence of 
the Inflexible's delegates had been followed, under 
the more intelligible motive of rescuing themselves 
from the desperate alternative that the minister 
had thrust upon them of being tamely slaughtered, 
with a hypocritical show of justice, at the yardarm, 
or opening their resistless batteries and desperate 
strength upon their comparatively helpless coun- 
try. Even granting that the squadron under 
Sir Erasmus Gower was sufficiently strong to give 
battle^ to the mutineers, it roust always be doubt- 
fiil||hether they wOuld actually have bared their 
blaMs against tlie bosoms of their brother seamen 
when tho fatal hour arrived. The doubt of their 
so doing, is almost heightened into a belief that 
they would j|ot, by a roost ominous statement 
made in the ^pers of the day, that a regiment 
ordered to serve the batteries with red-hot shot at 
Gravesend broke out into absolute mutiny them- 
selyes, on arriving at the station %xed for their 
fratricidal operations. But the fac^ is, the spirit 
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of disaffection which reigned throughout the fleet 
was of a different description from that which the 
baseless exaggeration of the ministers had painted. 
Never had tfiere been the slightest pretext for 
the cry of jacobin incendiaries. Tlio mutiny 
never had been more than a most reluctant out- 
break under wrongs too grievous to be longer 
borne. In strict truth, amid all tins brutal 
oppression, it was the inherent generosity of the 
seamen that alone saved the nation from civil war 
and revolution. Neither could they altogether 
forget the triumph with which the victories gained 
by their skill arul courage had been trumpeted by 
fame through the land ; they felt also that they 
were the right arm of tlio country, upon the 
strength and nnimpaired energy of which her 
safety and her glory were suspended ; loyalty had 
ever been their motto, and this chivalrous prin- 
ciple became an impediment in tlio path of their 
redress, so that no pressure of real grievances, 
however cruel, could entirejy subvert their 
patriotism, nor shake that devoted attacliment to 
the monarch whicli he so singularly repaid. Be- 
sides, the Mutiny at the Nor© was the offspring 
of that at Spithead, The justice of their de- 
mands for reform had been admitted by a conccs- 
sivh, the whole conduct of which was more than 
sufficient to have diffused throughout every mind a 
most thorougli contempt for the mingled meanness, 
cowardice, and incapacity of the chief minister 
that controlled it ; and if daily experience told 
them, by a sad and bitter iteratioif, that the sur- 
face alone of their wrongs was healed, they might 
have been pardoned for seeking a second time a 
more extensive remedy, which was calculated to 
reach the seat of the disease. But when, after 



328 


THE MUTINY AT 


having made'^ the attempt^ they found themselves 
hurried onwards step by step, until confronted by 
the triisdire^ted feeling of public indjgnation, and 
day by day receding from every chance of redress 
into the very jaws of destruction, no wonder that 
their eyes were opened to the imbecility of their 
leaders, while the customary habits of subordina- 
tion, principles of allegiance to their country, and 
loyalty to their king, began once more to spring 
from the very despair they entertained of any better 
change. Thus the overwhelming materials of which 
the mutiny was composed, were disorganised and 
annihilated, not by the skill or justice brought to 
bear against it, but solely by the want of some 
directing power equal to guiding its resistless 
strength. ,On the other hand, how indefensible 
must that ^stem have been, which by unprovoked 
hardships and tyranny could have reduced a ser- 
vice so noble in its attachments and fidelity, to a 
condition of disorder, insubordination, and rebel- 
lion I What a disgrace to the country at large, 
but most especially to its rulers, that its pride and 
safeguard should be exposed to the alternative of 
death or misery 1 ^That it may be seen how just 
were the complaints of tlie mutineers against the 
bloodthirsty system under which they groaned, 
insertion is hero given to the Articles of W#r, 
agaihst which they so vainly petitioned in 1797, 
and which, though framed in 1749, continue in 
force till this day, 1842. 

An Act for amending, eiVpiaininf^, and reducing into one 

Act ofParHaiheni the Laws relating to the Government 

of His Majesty*s Ships, Fessels, and Forces hg Sea* 

Whereas the several laws relating to the sea 
service, made at different times, aiid on different 
occasions, have been found by experience not to 



SPITHEAD AND THE NORE* 329 

bo SO full, SO clear, so expedient, or cdtisiFtcnt with 
each other as they ought to be ; for amending and 
explaining tlie said laws, and for reccing them 
into one uniform act of parliament, be it enacted 
by the king's most excellent Majesty, by anil with 
the advice and consent of the lords spiritual and 
temporal, and commons, in this pn«ent parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, that 
from and after the twenty- fifth day of December, 
one thousand seven Imndred and forty-nine, an 
act passed in the thirteenth year of the reign of 
King Charles the Second, intituled An Act for 
establishing Articles and Orders for the Kegnlatirig 
and liotter Government of his Majesty's Navies, 
Ships of and Forces by Sea and also so 
much of au act passed in the secoiuy||||ar of tbo 
reign of King Williani and Queen intituled 

An Act concerning the Commissioners of the 
Admiralty,” as directs the form of an oath to bo 
taken by every officer present upon all trials of 
offenders by courts- martial to bo held by virtue of 
any commission to be granted by tlic lord high 
admiral, or the commissioners for executing t||e 
office of lord high admiral; iind also so much of 
an act passed in the sixth year of the reign of 
King George the First, intituled “An Act for 
making perpetual so much of an Act made in the 
tenth year of the reign of Queen Anne, for the 
reviving and continuing several acts of parliament 
therein mentioned, as relates to the building and 
repairing County Gaols; and also an Act of the 
eleventh and twelfth years of the reign of King 
‘William the Third, for the more effectual Sup- 
pression of Piracy; and for making more effectual 
the Act of the thirteenth year of the reign of King 
Charles the Second, intituled * An Act for esta- 
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blishing Artftlcs and Orders for the Regulating and 
better Government of his Majesty’s Navies, Ships 
of War, Forces by Sea;'" as relates to the 
trial and j^ishment of persons who shall commit 
any of the crimes or offences mentioned in the said 
articles, upon tlic shore, in any foreign part or parts ; 
and also so mwfch of an act passetl in the eighth 
year of the reign of King George the First, intituled 
‘‘ An Act for the more eifociiial Suppressing of 
Piracy," as directs the punishment to be inflicted 
by a court-martial upon any captain, commander, 
or other officer of any of his Majesty's ships or 
vessels of war, who shall receive on board, or 
permit to bo received on board, any goods or 
merchandises whatsoever, in order to trade or 
mcrchandjiA with the same (except the goods and 
morchanoHRi therein excepted) ; and also an act 
passed ‘in the eighteenth year of the reign of his 
present Majesty, intituled An Act for tlie Regn- 
lating and bettor Government of his Majesty's 
Navies, Ships of AV'ar, and Forces by Sea ; and 
for regulating the proceedings upon Courts-martial 
ii^the Sea Service and also an act passed in the 
twenty-first year of the reign of his present Ma- 
jesty, intituled ‘‘An Act for further Regulating the 
Proceedings upon Courts-martial in the Sea Ser- 
vice, and for extending the Discipline of the Navy 
to the Crews of his Majesty's Ships wrecked, lost, 
or taken, and for continuing to them their Wages 
upon certain conditions shall be and the same 
are hereby repealed to all intents and purposes 
whatsoever. 

And for the regulating and better government 
of his Majesty's navies, ships of war, and forces 
by sea, whereon, under the got>d providence of 
God, the wealth, safety, and strength of this king- 
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(lotn chiefly depend ; be it enacted, by the king's 
most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice 
and consent of the lords spiritual and teinporal, 
and conunon«», in this present parliament assem- 
bled, and by the authority of the same, that from 
and after the twenty-fifth day of Decenilx^r, one 
tlA>Uband seven luindrcd and forty-#ine, the articles 
and orders hriHMU-after following, as wtdl in time 
of peace* as in time of war, shall Ijo duly observexl 
4in(l put in execution, in maimer herein-after men- 
tioned. 

I. All commanders, captains, and oflicers, in or 
belonging to any of his Majesty's shi]>s or vessels 
of war, shall cause the public w^or^ip of Almighty 
God, according to the liturgy or thf^ Gliurch of 
England established by law, to be solemi|j^y, orderly, 
and n'venmtly performed in their r(>spcctive ships; 
and shall take earc that prayers and jircaching, 
by the cliaplains in lioly orde^rs of the respective 
ships ho p('rformod diligently ; and that the 
Lord's I )ay ha observed according to law. 

ji. All flag officers, and all persons in or be- 
longing to his jVIajosty’s ships or vessels of war, 
being guilty of profane oaths, cursings, execra- 
tions, drunkenness, uuclcitmess, or other scandal- 
ous acdioiis, in derogation of GocJJ|s honour, and 
corruption of good manners, shall incur such 
punishment as a court-martial shall think fit to 
impose, and as tho nature and degree of their 
oflence shall deserve. 

III. If any officesr, mariner, soldier, or other 
|>erson of the fleet, shall give, hold, or entertain 
intelligence to or with any enemy or rebel without 
leave fro'bi the King's majesty, or the lord high 
admiral, or the Commissioners for executing the 
office of lord high admiral, commander in chiif. 
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or his commanding officer, every such person so 
offending, and being thereof convicted by the 
sentence of a court-martial, shall bo punished 
with death, 

IV. If any letter or message from any enemy 
or rebel be conveyed to any officer, mariner, or 
soldier, or othei in the fleet, and the said offic^, 
mariner, soldier, or other as aforesaid, shall not 
within twelve hours, having opportunity so to do, 
acquaint his superior officer, or the officer com-- 
manding in chief, with it, or if any superior officer 
being acquainted therewith shall not in convenient 
time reveal the same to the commander in chief of 
the squadron, ^ry such person so offending, and 
being convictea thereof by the sentence of the 
court-martial, shall be punished with death, or 
such other punishment as the nature and degree 
of the offence shall deserve and the court-martial 
shall impose. 

v. All spies, and all persons whatsoever who 
shall come, or be found in the nature of spies, to 
bring or deliver any seducing letters or messages 
from any enemy or rebel, or endeavour to corrupt 
any captain, officer, mariner, *or other in the fleet, 
to betray his tnist, beiri^ convicted of any such 
offence by the^entence of the court-martial, shall 
be punished with death, or such other punishment 
as the nature and degree of the offence shall de- 
servo, and the court-martial shall impose. 

VI. No person in the fleet shall relieve an 
enemy or rebel with money, victuals, powder, 
shot, arms, ammunition, or any other supplieSi 
whatsoever, directly or indirectly, upon pain of 
death, or such other punishment as tBe coiirt- 
mao^tial shall think fit to impose, il.nd as the n^iture 
a#d degree of the crime shall deserve. 
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Til. All the papers, charter-parties, hills of 
lading, passports, and other writings whatsoever, 
that shall be taken, seized, or found aboard any 
ship or ships which shall Imj surprised or taken as 
prize, shall be duly preserved, and tho very origi- 
nals shall, by the commanding oflfieer of tlm ship 
which shall take such prize, be sent entirely, and 
without fraud, to the Court of Admiralty, or such 
other court or t'oininissioners as shall bo authorised 
to determine whether such prize bo lawful capture, 
there to he viewed, made use of, and proceeded 
upon according to law; upon pain tliat every 
person offending herein shall forfeit and lose his 
share of the capture, and shall siiffer such further 
punishment as the nature and devils uf his olTence 
shall he found to deserve, and the court-martial 
shall impose. 

Till. No person in or belonging to the fleet 
shall take out of any prize, or ship seized for prize, 
any money, plate, or goods, unless it shall be 
neccssiiry for the better securing thereof, or for 
the necessary use and service of any of his Ma- 
jesty's ships or vessels of war, before the same bo 
adjudged lawful prize in some admiralty court ; 
but the full and entire account of the whole, with- 
out embt^zzleraent, shall be*bxought in, and judg^r 
ment passed entirely upon the whole, without 
fraud, upon pain that every person offending 
herein shall forfeit and lose his share of the cap- 
ture, and suffer such further punishment as shall 
be ijfaposed by a court-martial, or such court of 
admiralty, according to the nature and degree of 
the offence. 

IX. 'If any ship or vessel shall be taken as 
prize^ none of the officers, mariners, or other pjptT 
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sons on board her, shall be stripped of their clothes, 
or in any sort pillaged, beaten, or evil -in treated, 
upon pain that the person or persons so offending 
shall be liable to such punisliment as a court- 
martial shall think fit to inflict. 

X. Every flag-officer, captain, and commander 
in the fleet, who, upon signal or order of fight, or 
sight of any ship or ships which it may be bis 
duty to engage, or who, upon likelihood of engage- 
ment, shall not make the necessary preparations 
for flght, and shall not in his own person, and 
according to his place, encourage the inferior offi- 
cers «and men to fight courageously, shall suffer 
death, or suchj other punishment as from the 
nature and degwe of the ojSence a court-martial 
shall deem him to deserve ; and if any person in 
the fleet shall treacherously or cowardly yield or 
cry for quarter, every person so offending, and 
being convicted thereof by the sentence of a court- 
martial, shall suffer death. 

XI. Every person in tho fleet wdio shall not 
duly observe the orders of the admiral, flag-officer, 
conttnandcr of any squadron or division, or other 
his superior officer, for assailing, joining battle with 
^or making defence against any fleet, squadron, or 
ship ; or shall not obiy the orders of his superior 
officer as aforesaid in time of action, to the best 
of his power ; or shall not use all possible endea- 
tours to put the same effectually in execution ; 
every such person so offending, and being con- 
victed thereof by the sentence of the %urt- 
martial, shall suffer death, or such other punish- 
ment as from th%nature and degree of the offence 
a court-martial shall deem him to deserve. ^ 

XII. Every person in the fleet who, through 
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cowardice, Rcgligence, or disafiectioii, bIuiU in 
time of action withdraw or keep back, or not 
come into tlic fight or engagement ; or shal) not 
do liis utinobt to take or destroy every nhip which 
it wllifill be his duty to engage ; and to assist and 
relieve all and every of liis Majesty’s ships, or 
those of his allies, which it shall be Ins duty to 
assist and relieve; every such person so otleiKiing, 
and being convii ied therc'of by the sentence of a 
court-martial, shall siifler deatli. 

xni. I’iVery person in tlie fleet, who, through 
cowardice, neglig(‘nce, or disafleetion, shall forbear 
to pursue t!i(3 chase bf any enemy, pirate, or rebel, 
beaten or Hying ; or shall not relieve and assist a 
known friend in view to the utinoli of bis power ; 
being eonYiet(‘d of any such otleucc by the sen- 
tence of a court-martial, shall sutler death. 

XIV. If, when action, or any service shall bo 
commanded, any person in the fleet shall presume 
to delay or discourage the said action or service, 
upon pretence of arrears of wages, or upon any 
pretence whatsoever ; every person so olfending, 
being convicted thereof by the sentence of the 
court-martial, shall sufler death, or such other 
punislimeiit as from the nature and degrcK) of the 
offence a court-martial shall deem liim to deairve. 

XV. Every person in or belonging to the fleet, 
■who shall dcscTt to the enemy, pirate, or rebel, or 
run away with any of his Majesty’s ships or 
vessels of w’ar,or any ordnance, ammunition, stores, 
or pHiJvisioii belonging thereto, to the weakening of 
the service, or yield up the same eowsd^dly or 
treacherously to the enemy, pirate or rebel, being 
convicted of any such offence by the sentence of 
the court-martial, shall suffer death. 
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XVI. Every person in or belonging to the 
fleet, who sliall desert, or entice others so to do, 
shall suffer death, or such other punishment as the 
circumstances of the offence shall deserve, and a 
court-martial shall judge fit : And if any ubm- 
manding officer of any of his Majesty’s sliips or 
vessels of war shall receive or entertain a deserter 
from any other of his Majesty's ships or vessels, 
after discovering him to be such deserter, and 
shall not with all convenient speed give notice 
to the captain of the ship or vessel to which such 
deserters belongs, or, if the said ship or vessels are 
at any considerable distance ^from each other, to 
the secretary of the admiralty, or to the comman- 
der-in-chief, every person so ofiending, and being 
convicted thereof by the sentence of the court- 
inartial, shall be cashiered. 

XVII, The officers and seamen* of all ships 
appointed for convoy and guard of merchant 
ships, or of any other, shall diligently attend upon 
that charge, without delay, according to their 
instructions in that behalf ; and whosoever shall 
be faulty therein, and shall not faithfully perform 
their duty, and defend the ship and goods in their 
convoy, without either diverting to other parts or 
occaeions, or refusing or neglecting to fight in 
their defence, if they be assailed, or running away 
cowardly, and submitting the ships in their con- 
voy to j>eril and hazard ; or shall demand or 
exact any money or other reward from any mer- 
chant or master for convoying of any ships or 
vessels^n trusted to their care, or shall misuse the 
masters or mariners thereof, shall be condemned 
to make reparation of the damage to the mer- 
chants, owners, and others, as the Court of 
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Admiralty shall adjiul^t' ; and also bo piini<»hed 
criminally according to the quality of tludr oficnc(‘s, 
be it by ]>ains of death, or other punishment, 
according as shall be adjudged fit by the court- 
inarfial. 

XMii. If any cajjtam, eoimnandor, or other 
ofiiccr ot any (»f his iMajesty's shijis or v(‘^5‘els, 
shall reivive on board, or permit to be receivtd on 
board sncIi ship or vessel, any goods or merohan* 
di/es \\hatsoever, other than for the sole use of 
the ship or vessid, except gold, silver, or jewids, 
and except tin* goods and merchandizes belonging 
to any no rcdiaiit or other ship or vei^el which 
may be shijiwueked, or in inrtninent danger of 
lieing ship w locked, either on the high seas, or in 
any poit, creek, or harbour, in ordcT to the pro- 
-serving them for tlieir ]uoper owners and except 
such goods or inerchandizes as he shall at any 
time bo ordered to take or receive on board by 
ord(r of the lord high admiral of Great Britain, or 
the commissioners for executing the office of lord 
liigh admiral for the time being every pi’rson so 
offcrtliing, Ixuug convicted thereof by the sentence 
of the court-martial, shall be cashiered, and be for 
ever afterwards rendered incapable to serve in any 
place or office in the naval service of his Majesty, 
his heirs and successors, 

XIX. If any person in or belonging to the fleet 
shall make, or endeavour to make, any muti- 
nous assembly upon any pretence whatsoever, 
every person oflending herein, and being cgnjicted 
thereof by the sentence of the court-martiS^ shall 
suffer death : and if any person in or belonging to 
the fleet shall utter any words of sedition or 
mutiny, he shall suffer death, or such other 
z 
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punishment as a court-martial shall deem him to 
deserve : and if any officer, mariner, or soldier, in 
or belonging to the fleet, shall behave himself with 
contempt to his superior officer, such superior 
officer being in the execution of his office, he shall 
be punished according to 4he nature of his oflence 
by the judgment of a court-martial. 

XX. If any person in the fleet shall conceal 
any traitorous or mutinous practice or design, 
being convicted thereof by the sentence of a court- 
martial, he shall sufler death, or such other punish- 
ment as a court -martial shall think flt ; and if any 
person or belonging to the fleet shall conceal 
any traitorous ormiutinous words spoken by any. 
to the prejudice of his Majesty or government, or 
any words, practice, or design tending to the 
hindrance of the service, and shall not forthwith 
reveal the same to the commanding officer, or 
being present at any mutiny or sedition shall nut 
use his utmost endeavours to suppress the same, 
he shall be punished as a court-martial shall think 
he deserves. 

XXI, If any person in theWeet shall find^^^ause 
of complaint of the nnwholesomeness of the victual, 
or upon other just ground, he shall quietly make 
the same known to his superior, or captain, or 
commander-in-chief, as the occasion may deserve, 
that such present remedy may be had as the 
matter m^y require ; and the said superior, cap- 
tain, or commander- in-chief shall, as far as he is 
able,^aus 0 the same to be presently remedied : 
and i^^erson in the fleet, upon any such or other 
pi’etence, shall attempt to stir up any disturbance, 
upon pain of such punishment as a court-martial 
shall think fit to inflict,, according to the degree of 
the oflence. 
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v\ri. If any oltteer, mariner, soldier, or otlior 
p(‘rson in the fleet, shall t^trike any of lus anj^erior 
ufhcors, or draw or otler to draw or lift up any 
weapon again‘'t him, hoinpj in ilio execution of his 
ohioe, on any ])roteiu’c whatsoever, every fetich 
))erson, ht‘inp[ coiiMeted of any buoh ofVenco hy the 
‘'ent<*ncc of a eourt-inartial, shall siifler death ; 
an^ if any oth(*<‘r, mariner, fe(ddi(T, or other }>eiNon 
in th<‘ iloed ^hall presume to ipiarrel with any of 
Ids sup<‘rior ollieers, bein;:r in the execution </f his 
ofhee, or shall di^dx^y any lawful command of any 
of his sujx'rior ollieers ; every sueli jterson, being 
(’on\ictid of any sueh oflenc(‘ hy the senttmee of a 
eonrUmurtial, '•hall suHer death, or sucdi other 
])unishnient as shall, according to the nature and 
d<*gree of his ofleinv, be inflicted upon liini by the 
scnteuoe of a eouii-inaitial. 

Will. If any person in the fleet shall cpiarrel 
or light wit!) any other person in the lh‘<d, or use 
reproachful or jtrovokiiig spn'ehos or gestures, 
temling to make any rpiaiTtd or disturhanet, he 
shall, upon hting eonvieted thereof, suffer such 
pimMiitent as the shall deserve, and a 

court-martial shall impose. 

XMV. Tiierc shall he no w’asteful expenbo of 
any powder, shot, ammunition, or other stores 
m the fleet, nor any emhez/dememt thereof; hut 
the ston‘S and provisions shall he car(*fiilly pre- 
served, upon pain of such punishment to bo in- 
flicted upon the ofleiiders, alwttors, buyers, and 
rtHieivers, (being persons subject to navayiisci- 
pline,) as shall bo by a court-martial found just 
in that behalf. 

XXV. Every person in the fleet who shall 
unlawfully burn or set Are to any maga%ino or 
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store of powder, or ship, boat, ketch, hoy, or 
vessel, or tackle or furniture tliereunto bclougiiuif, 
not then appertaining to an enemy, pirate, or rebel, 
being convicted of any such offence by the sen- 
tence of a court-martial, shall suffer death. 

xxvr. Care shall be taken in the conducting 
and steering of any of his Majcsty^s ships, that 
through wilfulncss, negligence, or other dehiult»no 
ship be stranded or run upon any rocks or sands, 
or split or hazarded, upon pain tliat such as shall 
be found guilty therein, be punished by death, or 
such other punishment as the offence, by a court- 
martial, shall be judged to deserve. 

XXVII. No person in or belonging to the fleet 
shall sleep upon his watch, or negligently perform 
the duty imposed on him, or forsake his station, 
upon pain of death, or such other punisliment as a 
court-martial sljall think lit to impose, and as the 
circumstances of the case shall recpiiro. 

xxvJii. All murders coiinnitted by any person 
in the fle(5t shall he punished with death by the 
sentence of a court-martial. 

XXIX. If any person in Slle fleet shall commit 
the unnatural and detestable sin of buggery or 
sodomy with man or beast, he shall be punished 
with death by the sentence of a court-martial. 

XXX. All robbery committed by any person in 
the fleet shall be punished with death, or otherwise, 
as a court-martial, upon consideration of circum- 
stances, shall find meet. 

XXXI. Every officer, 4 )r other person in the 
fleet, who shall knowingly make or sign a false 
muster or muster-book, or wlio shall command, 
counsel, or procure the making or signing thereof, 
or who shall aid or abet any other person in the 
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making or sip;inii» thereof, shall, upon proof of any 
sucli ofteuco beiii^ uiado before a court-inartiiil, be 
cashiered, and remlere*! incapable of farther employ- 
in(‘nt in his Majesty’s naval ‘Service. 

xxxir. Xo pr(»vost marsh il bolont^^ing to the 
H(M't shall rt'fu'^e to appreln^nd any criminal whom 
he stiall be anthorized by le»fal warrant to appre- 
lR*tid, or to rt'oeive or kee])any ]'risoucr eonunitted 
to bis e)iari;(\ or wilfully snlfer him to escape 
b('in<jf once ni Ins custody, or dismiss him without 
b'NNful orders iipuu ]>aiu (»f su(di punishment as a 
court-martial sii.dl <lecm him to deserve ; and all 
caj)tains, oilieerv, ami <)thers in the ileet shall do 
their endea\our to <let(»ct, a})pieheiid, and bring to 
punish mi nt all ofremlcrs, and shall as.^ist the (dBeers 
appointed for that purpoM* therein, upon pain of 
being ]u-oc<‘('deil atjaiiisi, and [)unish(‘d by a court" 
martial, aee(»rding to the nature and degree of the 
oilcncc*. 

wxHi. If any flag ollicer, captain, or com- 
inaiider, or lieutenant helonging to the’ fleet, shall 
be convicted before a court-martial of behaving in 
a scandalous, infamous, cruel, op})ressiYe, or frau- 
dulent mamuT, uulnvoniing the c])araeter of an 
ofljcer, lie ^hall be (Usinitesed from his o^lajesty's 
service. 

xxxEV. Every person being in actual service 
and full pay, and part of the crew in or belonging 
to any of bis Majc'^ty’s ships or vessels of war, who 
shall bo guilty of mutiny, de^^ertion, or disobedience 
to any lawful coinmancl||jj^i anypart of his Majesty’s 
dominions on shore, when in actual service relative 
to the fleet, shall be liable to be tried by a court- 
martial, and sillier the like punishment for every 
such oflence, as if the same had been committed at 
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sea on board any of his Majesty's ships or vessels 
of war. 

XXXV. If any person, who shall be in actual 
service and full pay in his Majesty’s ships aiul 
vessels of war, shall commit upon the shore, in any 
place or places out of his Majesty’s dominions, any 
of the crimes punishable by these articles and 
orders, the persons so offending shall be liable* to 
be tried and punished for the same, in like manner, 
to all intents and purposes, as if the said criineh 
had been committed at sea, on board any of his 
Majesty’s ships or vessels of war. 

XXXVI. All other crimes not capital, com- 
mitted by any person or persons in tlic fleet, which 
are not mentioned in this act, or for which no 
punishment is hereby directed to be inflicted, shall 
be punished according to the laws and customs in 
such cases used at sea. 

Provided always, that no person convicted of any 
offence shall, by the sentence of any court-martial 
to be held by virtue of this act, be adjudged to be 
imprisoned for a longer terra than the space of two 
years. 

Provided always that nothing in this act con- 
tained shall extend, or be construed to extend to, 
empower any court-martial to bo constituted by 
virtue of this act to proceed to the punishment or 
trial of any of the offences specifled in the several 
articles contained in this act, or of any offence 
whatsoever (other than the offences specified in the 
fifth, thirty-fourth, and thjlfty- fifth of the foregoing 
articles" and orders) which shall not be committed 
upon the main sea, or in great rivers only, beneath 
the bridges of the said rivers nigh to the sea, or in 
any haven, river, or creek within the jurisdiction 
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of the Admiralty, and whioli shall not bo com- 
mitted by such persons as at the time of the offence 
committtul ^hall be in actual service and full i)ay 
in the flett or of war of hia ^Majesty, bis heirs 
or bncees.^ors, such ])orfioiis only excepted, and for 
such offences only, as arc d|Bcrihod in the fifth of 
the fort‘goine articles and omers. 

Provided also, tliat nothing in tliis act contained 
shall oxteud, or ho construed to extend, tc) empower 
any eourt-inarti.d to he constituted by virtue of 
this at t to jiroceed to the punishment or trial of 
any Liiul oibeor or soldier on board any trajusport 
ship for any of the ollonees specified in the si*V(a*al 
articles contaiii(*<l in this act. ^ 

And !t is lureby further enacted, that, from ana 
after the twenty- fifth day of December, one thou- 
sand scvtui hundred and forty- nine, the lord high 
admiral i)f (Jreat Ikitain, or the commissioi\c*rs 
for t‘xeeuting the ollico of lord high admiral of 
Great Ikitain for tho time being, shall have full 
power and authority to grant commissions to any 
officer commanding in chief any fl(H‘t or squadron 
of sljips of war, ^ocal) and assemble courts- martial, 
consisting of commanders and captains ; and that 
in case any officer coinmandiug in cliiof any fleet 
or squadron of shipB of war (who shall be autho- 
rized by the lord high admiral, or the commissioners 
for executing the office of lord high admiral for tho 
time being, to call and assemble courts-martial in 
foreign parts), shall happen to die, or be recalled, 
or removed from Ins command, then the officer 
upon whom the command of the said fleet or squa- 
dron shtdl devolve, and so from time to time the 
officer wiio shall have tfie command of tho said 
fleet or squadron, shall have the same power to 
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call and assemble courts-martial, as the first com- 
mander in chief of the said fleet or squadron was 
invested with. 

Provided always, and it is hereby enacted and 
declared, that no commander-in-chief of any fleet 
or squadron of his Majesty's ships, or dctachnunit 
thereof, consisting of more than five ships, shall 
preside at any court-martial in foreign parts, but 
that tho officer next in command to such ofliccr 
commanding-in-ghiof shall hold such court-uiartiaK 
and** preside thereat ; any law, custom, or usage to 
tho contrary, notwithstanding. 

And it is hereby further cn^icted, that, from and 
after the twenty-fifth day of December, one thou- 
sSnd seven hundred and forty-nine, in case any 
coramandcr-in-chiof of any fleet or squadron of liis 
Majesty’s ships or vessels of war in foreign parts 
shall detach any part of such fleet or squadron, 
every cominander-in-chief shall, and he is hereby 
authori:aed an<l required, by writing under his hand, 
to empower the chief commander of tho squadron 
or, detachment so ordered on such separate service 
(and in case of his death or removal, the ofliccr to 
whom the command of such separate squadron or 
detachment shall belong) to hold courts-martial, 
during the time of such separate service, or until 
tl^e commander of the said detachment for the time 
being shall return to his commaudcr-in-chief, or 
shall come under the command of any other his 
superior officer, or return to Great Britain or 
Ireland. 

Provided always, and it is hereby further enacted, 
that if any five or more of his Majesty’s ships or 
vessels of war shall happen to meet together in 
foreign parts, then and in such case it shall be law- 
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ful for the senior officer of the said ships or vessels 
to hold courts-martial^ and preside thereat, from 
time to tinu) th<*re l>e occasion, <lunng so 
long time as the said ships or vessels of war, 
or any live or more of them, shall continue 
together. 

Provided novortheless, and he it also enacted, 
that where any material ohj<'<’iiou occurs, which 
may n'lnh r it improper for the person who is next 
in command to the senior officer or coinmander-iu- 
chief of any fle( t or Mpnidron of hi^ Majc'sty's ships 
of war in foreign paits to hold courts- martial, or 
preside tlu'reat, in sneh ease it sliall bo lawful for 
the lord high admiral, or eommisyinners for exc- 
<‘uting the oific(» of lord high admiral for the time 
being, as also tlie eommander-in- chief of any such 
fleet or s<jna<U'on of his Maje>ty’s ships in foreign 
parts respectively, to appoint the third officer m 
command to juvside at or hold such court-martial. 

And it is hereby farther enacted, that, from and 
after the twenty-fifth day of I)<’cember, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and forty-nine, it shall bo 
lawful for tlie lord high admiral of (Ircat Britain, 
or the commissioners for executing the office of 
lord high admiral for tho time being, and they arc 
Iiercby respectively autliorized, from time to time, 
as there sliall be occasion, to direct any flag officiT, 
or captain of any of liis Majesty's ships of war, 
who shall be in any port of Great Britain or Ire- 
land, to hold courts-martial in any such port, pro- 
vided ^uch flag officer or captain be the first, second, 
or third in command in such port, as shall be found 
most expedient and for the good of his Majesty's 
service ; and such flag officer or captain, so directed 
to hold courts- martial, shall preside at such court- 
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martial ; anything herein contained to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

And it is liereby further enacted, that, from 
and after the twenty-fifth day of December, one 
thousand seven hundred and forty-nine, no court* 
martial, to be hold or appointed by virtue of this 
present act, shall consist of more than thirteen or 
of less tlian five persons, to be composed of such 
flag oflicers, captains, or commanders then and 
there present, as are next in seniority to the ofiicei 
who pwijsidcs at tlic court-martial. 

Provided always, and be it enacted by tlie 
authority aforesaid, that nothing herein contaiiud 
shall extend, or be construed to extend, to autlio- 
riso or empower the lord high admiral, or the 
commissioners for executing the office of lord high 
admiral, or any officer empowered to order or 
hold courts-martial, to direct or ascertain the par- 
ticular number of persons of which any court- 
martial, to be held or appointed by virtue of this 
present act, shall consist. 

Provided always, and it is liereby enacted and 
declared, that in case any court-martial shall, by 
virtue of this act, be appointed to be held at any 
place where there are not less than three nor yet 
so many as five officers of the degree and denomi- 
nation of a post captain, or of a superior rank, to 
be found, then it shall bo lawful Cor the officer, at 
the place appointed for holding sueh court-nicartial, 
who is to preside at the same, to call to his assist- 
*ance as many of the commanders of his Majesty's 
vessels, under the rank and degree of a post cap- 
tain, as, together witli the post captains then and 
there present, will make up the number of five, to 
hold such court-martial. 
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And it is hereby further enacted, that, from and 
afti'r the twonty-fifth day of Deeomber, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and f<»Tty-nine, no member of 
any coujt-martial, after the trial is l)ej»un, ^hall 
go on sliore till sentence he given, hut remain on 
hoard the ship in which the court sliall lirst 
as-^emble, oxcej)t in case of sickness, to be judged^ 
of by the eonii, upon pain of being cashiered from 
his JMajesty's sorNitM'; nor sluill tin* proceedings of 
the said court be delayed by the absc’nco of any of 
it* nu'mbers, provided a sulheient imniber doth 
remain to compose the said court, whieli siiall and 
is hereby retpnred to *it from day tt> day (Sunday 
always exr(‘pted) until the sentence he given. 

And it isS h(‘rt»hy further enacted, that from 
and after tho twcaity-fifth Say of lX'ecmb(T, one 
thousand seven humlred and forty-nine, upon all 
trials of oifenders by any court-martial, all the 
otTiccrs present, who are to constitute tlio skid 
eourt-inartiah shall, before tliey proceed to such 
trial, take such oath as is hereinafter mentioned, 
upon the Holy Evangelists, before the court; 
which oath the judge advocate, or his deputy, or 
the person appointed to officiate as such, is hereby 
authorised and required to administer in Ihe words 
following; (that is to say): 

I, A* /}., do swear, that I will duly adminis- 
ter justice, according to the articles and orders 
established by an net passed in the twenty-second 
year of the reign of his Majesty king George the 
Second, for amending, explaining, and reducing# 
into one act of parliament the laws relating to the 
government of liis Majesty's ships, vessels, and 
forces by sea, without partiality, favour, or aftec- 
tion ; and if any case shall arise, which is not 
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particularly mentioned in the said articles and 
orders, I will duly administer justice according to 
my conscience, the best of my understanding, and 
the custom of the navy in the like case^ ; and I 
do further swear, that I will not upon any ac- 
count, at any time whatsoever, disclose or discover 
the vote or opinion of any particular membca’ of 
this court-martial, unless thereunto required by 
act of parliament. So help me God/' 

And so soon as the said oath shall have been 
administered to the respective moinb(Ts, the ])re3i- 
dent of the court is hereby authorised and required 
to administer to the judge advocate, or the })eisou 
officiating as s\ich, an oath in the following words: 

I, J, JB., do swear, that I will not, upon any 
account, at any time Whatsoever, disclose or dis- 
cover the vote or opinion of any particular mem- 
ber of this court-martial, unless thereunto required 
by' act of parliament. So help me God/' 

And it is hereby further enacted, that from and 
after the twenty-fifth day of December, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and forty-nine, in case any 
person in the fleet, being called upon to give 
evidence at any court-martial, shall refuse to giv« 
his evidence upon oath, or shall prevaricate in his 
evidence, or behave with contempt to the court, it 
shall and may bo lawful for such court-martial to 
punish every such offender by imprisonment, at 
the discretion of the court, such imprisonment not 
to continue longer than three months in case of 
such refusal or prevarication, nor longer than one 
month in the case of ^uch contempt ; and that all 
and every person and persons who shall commit 
any wilful perjury, in any evidence or examina- 
tion, upon oath, at any such couiii-martial, or 
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who shall corruptly procur<? or suborn any person 
to coininit such wilful pe-jury^ shall and may be 
prosecuted in his ]Vlajt‘sty'a IVmrt of Kings llencli 
by indictnU'jit or infoiination ; and every issue 
joined in any sucli indictiiHuit or information shall 
be tricMl hy gotKl and lawhil mt‘n of the county of 
ov such other county as the said Court 
of King's Ik'iich shall direct: and all and every 
j)crsuu and j^iTsons, being lawfully convicted u]»on 
any s\ich indh tnunt or information, shall ho pun- 
islied wdili such pains and jjcnaltics as are inflicted 
for the like oilenccs respcclively hy two acts of 
parliament fh<* one made in tln^ fifth year of the 
reign <»f <pieen Khz.iheth, intitule;^ ‘‘j\n Act for 
runishmoni of such IVrsoiis as iXall ]>roeurc or 
commit any wilful Perjury ;* and the other made 
in the st coud year of tlio reign of his jiresent ma- 
jesty, intituled An Act for the more effectual 
preventing and further Punishment of horgcl'y, 
Perjury, and Subornation of Perjury ; and to 
make it hVlony to steal Bonds, Notes, or other 
Se<*uriticH for Payment of Money/* 

And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, that in every information or indictment 
to be prosecutt^d by virtue of this act for any such 
offence, it sliall he sufficient to set forth the offence 
charged upon the defendant, without setting forth 
the commisfeion or authority for holding tlio oourt- 
martia), and without setting forth the particular 
matter tried or to be tried, or directed or intended 
to be tried, before such court. 

And it is hereby further enacted, that from and 
after the twenty-fifth day of December, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and forty-nine, no sentence of 
death given by any court* martial held within the 
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narrow seas (except in cases of mutiny) shall be 
put in execution till after the report of the pro- 
ceedings of the said court shall have been made to 
the lord high admiral, or the commissioners for 
executing tho office of lord high admiral, and his 
or their directions shall have been given therein ; 
and if the said court shall have been held beyond 
tho narrow seas, then such sentence of death shall 
not bo carried into execution but by order of the 
commander of the fleet or squadron wherein sen- 
tence was passed ; and in cases where sentence of 
death shall be passed in any squadvon detached 
from any other fleet or squadron upon a separate 
service, then mch sentence of death (except in 
cases of mutin* shall not be put in execution but 
by order of the commander of tho fleet or squadron 
from which such detachment shall have been 
made, or of tho lord higli admiral, or commission- 
ers for executing the office of lord high admiral ; 
and in cases where sentence of death shall be 
passed in any court-martial held* by the senior 
officer of fivaor more of his Majesty s ships which 
shall happen to meet together in foreign parts 
pursuant to the power hereinbefore given, then 
such sentence of death (except in cases of mutiny) 
shall not be Carried into execution but by order of 
the lord, high admiral, or commissioners for exe- 
cuting the office of lord high admiral. 

And be it further enacted and declared, that, 
from and after the twenty-fifth day of December, 
one thousand seven hundred and forty-nine, the 
judge advocate of any fleet for the time being, or 
his deputy, shall have full power and authority, 
attd is hereby required to administer an oath to 
any witness at any ttial by court-martial : and in 
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the absence of the judge advocate and his deputy, 
the court-martial shall ^lave full power and 
authority to appoint any person to execute the 
office of judge advocate. 

And be it fiirtlier enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, that from and after tlie twenty-fifth day 
of December, one thousand seven hundred and 
forty-nine, all the powers given by tlie several 
articles and orders establishetl by tliis^gact shall 
remain and bo in full force with respect to the 
crows of such of his Maj(*sty’s ships as shall bo 
wrecked, or be otherwise lost or destroyed ; and all 
tho command, power, and authority given to the 
officers of the said ship or ships shall remain and 
be in full force as efiectually as if such ship or 
shijis to which they did belong were not so 
wTecked, lost, or destroyed, until they shall be 
regularly discharged from his ^lajesty's further 
service, or rcanoved into some othoi* of his Majesty's 
ships of war, or until a coux't-nmrtial shall bo 
held, pursuant to the custom of tho navy in such 
cases, to inquire into the causes of tb© loss of the 
said ship or ships ; and if upon such inquiry it 
shall appear, by the sentence of the court-martial, 
that all or any of the oflicers or seamen of the said 
ship or ships did their utmost to pre#5rve, get off, 
or recover the said ship or sliips, and sinoe the 
loss thereof have behaved themselves obedient to 
their superior officers, ^cording to the discipline 
of the navy, and the said articles and orders here- 
inbefore establSried, then all the pay and wages of 
the said officers and seamen, or of such of '^iliem as 
shall have done their duty as aforesaid, shall con- 
tinue and go on and be paid to tho time of theii* 
disoharge or death ; or if thoy shall i>e then aliye, 
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to the time of the bolding of such court-martial, 
or removal into some other of his Majesty's ships 
of war ; and every such officer and seaman of any 
of his Majesty's ships of war, who, after t])e wreck 
or loss of his ship, shall act contrary to the 
discipline of the navy, and the several articles and 
orders hereinbefore established, or any of them, 
shall be sentenced by the said court-martial, and 
punishedi as if the ship to which he did belong 
was not so wrecked, lost, or destroyed. 

And be it further enacted, that from and after 
the said twenty-fifth day of Dec(‘mber, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and foity-ninc, all the pay 
and wages of such officers and seamen of any of 
his Majesty’s ships as are taken by the enemy, 
and upon inquiry at a court-martial shall appear, 
by the sentence of the said court to have done 
their utmost to defend the said ship or ships, and 
since the taking thereof to have behaved them- 
selves obediently to their superior officers, accord- 
ing to the discipline of the navy, and the said 
articles and orders hereinbefore established, shall 
continue and go on and be paid from the time of 
their being so taken to the time of thelioldingof such 
court-martial, or until they shall be regularly dis- 
charged front his Majesty’s service, or removed 
into some other of liis Majesty’s ships of war, or 
(if they shall die in captivity, or not live to the 
time of the Iiolding of court-martial) to the 
time of their death, in such manm|^ and not other- 
wise, as if the said ship or ships tO which they 
did belong respectively was not or were not so 
takem 

Provided always, and be it further enacted, 
no person or pNsrsons, not flying firom justice, 
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shall bo tried or punished % any cotiri-tnartial 
for any oflonco to bo eomiliitfced against, this act> 
unless tho complaint of sucli ofFencO be piade in 
writing to the Lord High Admiral, or to the com- 
missioners for executing the office of lord high 
«adminil for the time being, or any cominaiuler-in- 
chief of his Majesty's squadrons of shipa^enipowered 
to hold courts-martial, or nnloBB a court-martial 
to try such oflendtr shall be ordered by4ho said 
lord higli admiral or the »aid commissioners, or 
the said commander- in- chief, either within three 
years after sncli olloncc shall bo committed, or 
within one year after the return of the ship or of 
the squadron to which such offender shall belong 
into any of the ports of (ireai Britain or Ireland, 
or within one year after the return of such oflbnder 
into (in'at Butain or Ireland, 

And whereas by tin* said act, intituled “ An Act 
for the more eiSKJtual suppressing of Piracy," it is 
amongst other things enacted in the following 
words, that the said captain, commander, or other 
officer of the said slitp or vessel of war, and all and 
every tho owners and proprietors of sncii goods 
and merchandiases put on board such sl]dp or vessel 
of war as aforesaid, shall lose, forfeit, and pay the 
value of all and every such goods and merchandizes 
so put on board as aforesaid ; one moiety of such 
full value to such person or persons as shall make 
the first discovery, and (pve information of or con- 
cerning the said ofience ; the othcar moiety o| such 
full value to and for the use of Greenwich Hospital ; 
all which forfeitures shall and may be sued for and 
recovered in the High Court of Admiralty : now, 
for making the said in part recited act mfori* useful 
and efibctual, be it enacted by the authority afore- 

A 
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said, that from and^aftW the twenty-fifth day of 
December, one tbousaefi seven hundred and forty- 
nine, if any captain, commander, or other officer 
of any of his Majcsty^s ships or vessels, shall receive 
on board, or permit or suffer to be received on 
board such ship or vessel, any goods or mer- 
chandizes, contrary to the true intent and meaning 
of the eighteenth article in this act before men- 
tioned and hereby enacted, every such captain, 
commander, or other officer shall, for every such 
offence, over and above any punishment inflicted 
by this act, forfeit and pay the value of all and 
every such goods and merchandizes so received or 
permitted or suffered to bo received on board as 
aforesaid, or the sum of five hundred pounds of 
lawful money of Great Britain, at the election of 
the informer or person wlio shall sue for the same, 
so that no more tlian one of these penalties or 
forfeitures shall be sued for anA recovered by 
virtue of this and the said in part recited act, or 
cither of them, against the same person for one and 
the same offence ; one moiety of which penalties 
or forfeitures shall be forfeited and paid to the 
person wh|||shall inform or sue for the same, and 
the other moiety thereof to and for the luse of the 
Royal Hospital at Greenwich ; which forfeiture 
shall be sued for and recovered by action of debt, 
bill, plaint, or information, in any of his Majesty's 
Courts of Record at Westitninster, or in the High 
Court of Admiralty, at the election of the informer 
or person who shall sue for the same ; and the 
court shall award such costs to the parties as shall 
be ju^j and in all cases wiftre judgment or 
senten# shall be given against any such offender, 
the court where such judgment or sentence shall 
be given shall, with all convenient speed, certify 
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the same to the lord high adinirah or to the com- 
niidsioners for executing tf e said office. 

Provided always, that Nothing in this act con-, 
tained shall extend or be construed to extend to 
take away from the lord high admiral of (Ircat 
Britain, or tlie ooinmiaMioners for executing the 
office of lord high adntirai of Great Britain, or 
any vice-admiral, or any judge or judges of the 
Admiralty, or his or their deputy or deputies, or 
any other offic(U'S or ministers of tho Admiralty, 
or any others having or claiming any admiral 
power, jurisdiction, or authority within this 
realm, or any other the king’s dominions, or 
from any person or court whatsoever, any power, 
right, jurisdiction, prc‘-eminence, or authority 
■wliich ho or they or any of thorn lawfully hath, 
have, or had, or ought to have or enjoy, before 
tho making of this act, so as tho same person 
shall not bo punished twWfor the same offijiice* 
Provided nevertheless, and bo it enacted, that 
tho repeal of the said before-recited statutes, or 
any part thereof, or anything herein coutained, 
shall not extend or bo deemed to extend to dis- 
charge or avoid or prevent any or 

suit commenced, or at any time h^Ruter to he 
e<>mmenced, against any person or persons, for any 
offence committed on or before the said twenty- 
fifth day of December, one thousand seven imn- 
dred and forty-nine, or to be committed against 
the said statutes, or any part or parts thereof; but 
that all persons who have been, or shall, before 
the said twenty^fth day of December, bo g^ttly 
of any such oilMe, shsdl and may be 
sued, condanned, and punished for tbdRphie, as 
well after as before the said twenty -fifth day of 
December, as if the statutes had not been r^aled. 



356 


THE jAjXINY at 


An Act to escplain and am\nd an Act made in the twenty- 
second year of the reign of his late Majesty King George 
the Seco7idf intituled an Act for amending, explaining, 
a7id reducing into one Act of Parlia^nent the Laws relat- 
ing to the Government of his Majesty* s Ships, Vessels, 
♦ and Forces by Sea, 

Whereas by an Act made in the twenty-sceond 
year of the reign of his late Majesty King George 
the Second, intituled, “ An Act for amending, ex- 
plaining, and reducing into one Act of Parlia- 
ment the Laws relating to the Government of his 
Majesty's Ships, Vessels, and Forces by Sea,'' it is 
among other things enacted, that from and after the 
twenty-fifth day of December, one thousand seven 
hundred and forty- nine, no member of any court- 
martial, after the trial is begun, shall go on shore 
till sentence bo given, but remain on board the 
ship ill which the court shall first assemble, except 
in case of sickness, to be judged of by the coutt, 
upon pain of being cashiered from his Majesty's 
service ; nor shall the proceedings of the said 
court bo delayed by the absence of any of its 
members Jlkrovided a siifhcient number doth 
remain to^mpose the said court, which shall 
and is hereby required to sit from day to day 
(Sunday always excepted) until the sentence be 
given : and whereas it hath been found by oxpe^ 
rience, that the* confining members of courte- 
martial to the ship in wliich such courts-martial 
shall first assemble, until sentence be given^ hath 
W(| attended with great incoi^niences and pre- 
judice^ the healths of summoned to 

attenSRl members of €ourts-in%rtial ; and it is 
highly necessary and expedient that such incon- 
veniences should be prevented in future* May it 
therefore please your Majesty that it may be 
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enacted, and bo it enacted by tlie King’s inojt 
excellent iMajo‘-t\% by and^ witli the advice and 
consent of the lords spiritual and temporal, and 
.Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of th(» «anio, that so much 
and such part of the said recited act as directs 
that no member of any court-martial, aft(T the 
trial Is begun, shall go on shore till sentonco be 
given, but remain on hoard the ship in which tlio 
court feliall tirst as^jcmble, oxccj»t in ease of sick* 
ness, to he judged of by the court, upon jiatn of 
being cashiered from his I^lajcsty's service, and 
that the j>roct»edings of the saitl court shall not bo 
delayed by the absen<*o of any of its members, pro- 
vided a sudicieut number doth r<*muin to compose 
the said court, which is thereby required to sit 
from day to day (Sunday always except<‘d) until 
the sentence bo given, sliall bo and the same is 
hergby repealed and made void, to all intents ami 
pfirposes wliatsoever. 

Provided always, and be it enacttMi, that the 
proceedings of any court-martial shall not be 
delayed by the absence of any of its members, pro- 
vided a suffijjient number doth reinaii|||o compose 
such court, which shall and is hereby required to 
sit from day to day (ISunday always excepted) 
until the sentence l>e givtrn ; anything herein- 
before contained to the contrary thereof in any- 
wise notwithstanding : and no ilfeinber of the said 
court-martial shall absent himself from the said 
court during the whole course of the trial, upon 
pain of btdiig cashiered from bis Majesty « service, 
except in <me of sickness, or other extragj^inary 
and indispensable occasion, to be judged Wi>y the 
said court. 
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♦ And whereas, by iwp clauses in the said act, 
passed in the twonty-afjcond year of the reign of 
his late Majesty, King George the Second, it 
is enac5ted and declared, that every person in the 
fleet, who, through cowardice, negligence, or dis- 
affection, shall, in time of action, withdraw or 
keep back or not come into the fight or engage- 
ment, or shall not do his utmost to take or destroy 
every ship which it shall be his duty to engage, 
and to assist and relieve all and every of his 
Majesty's ships, or those of his allies, which it 
shall be his duty to assist and relieve, and being 
convictdd thereof by the sentence of a court- 
martial, shall suffer death ; and also that every 
person in the fleet, who, through cowardice, 
negligence, or disaffection, shall forbear to pursue 
the chase of any enemy, pirato or rebel, beaten or 
flying, or shall not relievo or assist a known friend 
in view, to the utmost of his power, and bjg^ng 
convicted of any such offence by the sentence ora 
court-martial shall suffer death : and whereas the 
restraining of the power of the court-martial to 
the inflicting of the punishment of death, in the 
several casdfc recited in the said clayses, may be 
attended with great hardship and inconvenience ; 
be it enacted, that from and after the passing of this 
act it shall and may be lawftil, in the several cases 
recited in the said clauses, for the court-martial to 
pronounce senteifbe of death, or to inflict such 
other punishment as the natf^ and degree of the 
offence shall be found to deserve. 



SPITUEAD ANt^ Te;E NOUB. 


359 


OIIAPTEK XI. 

i)\ the 27th <jf June, Earl Sponsor convoyed to 
the kiJtg for approbation the tindinja; ond the sen- 
tence of tin' court-martial on Parker. II is Majesty 
having confirmed the proceedings of tlio courts a 
cabinet council was held to fix the time and place of 
exmition. By this council Parker w^as order^^d 
to be executed upon Friday, tk' SOtli of June, on 
board the Sandwich, wliich Ima been tlie theatre of 
his miserable triumph, and still more miserable 
defeat. Having availed hiins<df of the servicee 
of a clorgyinati, to prepare for the doom which 
awaited him, ho displayed every symptom of devo- 
tion and penitence. His conduct after his sentence 
was rational and religious, without ostentation or 
that sublimated ecstasy which has been often dis* 
gracefully palmed upon the public, for the purpose 
of exalting the most abandoned criminals into the 
j) 08 ition of saint-like Clinstians. Ho now wrote 
n tetter to his wife, wherein he first mentioned his 
unhappy fate, of which he supposed «^e must 
liave heard, beforc^he could receive that last 
token of his afiectionate regard* He then declared 
his resolution to meet death with resignation and 
penitence, and with a firm belief in the Christian 
religion* On Friday morning, at eight otelock, a 
gun was fired ftoni bis Majesty's ship HBspion, 
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bearing the flag of Vidj- Admiral Lutwidge, and 
whioh lay off the garriion, when the yellow flag, 
the signal of capital punishment, was immediately 
hoisted, and repeated by the Sandwich, then 
stationed at the head of the fleet, rather above 
Blackstakes. The troops in garrison, consisting of 
the East and West York Militia, together w-ith 
the West Norfolk, a corps of invalids, and a train 
of artillery, proceeded in single files along the south 
shore of the Medway, near to Queenborough. 
Each ship in the fleet sent to the Sandwich a boat 
with a lieutenant, and a party of marines, to 
attend the execution. The crews of the surround- 
ing fleet were passed to the forecastles of their 
r^pective sliips, and the marines drawn up on the 
quarterdecks, to b^ witnesses of the death of their 
late leader. 

The prisoner^ was awakened a little after six 
o'clock out of a sound sleep by the provost* mar- 
shal. lie requested permission for a barber to 
iittend him ; and this being granted, he po- 
ceeded to dress himself in a suit of mourning. 
After breakfast, ho talked of a will he hq^ made, 
in wdiich he had bequeathed to his wife his here- 
ditary interest in a small t^ate. Ho lamented in 
feeling tej^ms the calamity he had inflicted upon 
the country by fomenting the mutiny, but 
solemnly denied having the least connexion or cor^ 
respondence with anydisaflfected persons on shore, 
and- declared that it was cln ^ owing to his in- 
fluence that tlic ships had not wen carried into the 
enemy’s ports. 

At half-past eight he was informed that tiie 
chaplain' of the fi^dwich was ready to attend him 
at pr^^ers upon the quarterdeck, to which he 
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immediately ascended. ITlie cliaplain liere met 
and told Inin, be bad selAted two psalms appro- 
priate to his situation ,* to which the prisoner 
assented, saying — ** And with y^ur permission, 
sir, I '^vill aild a third/" naming the fifty-fir^st : of 
these confessional and penitential ])sahns of David 
ho recited the alternate verses in an impressive 
manner. At nine d^clock was fired the preparatory 
l^ui, wdiich he hoard without the smallest emo- 
tion. Prayers h«dng ended, he rose from his knees, 
and asktnl < \iptain Moss if he might be indnlgeil 
with a glass of wine. When tliis biou^it, ho 
took it, and lifting \ip his eyes, exclaimed, I 
drink fii-st to the salvation of my sonl ; and next 
to the forgiveness of all my e«emi<'s/‘ Addressing 
himself to Captain Moss, he said ho ho]>ed that 
he would shako liauds with him ; which thu 
captain did.^ Ho then desired tMlit ho might bo 
remomberi'd to his companions who were awaiting 
their trial in custody on board the Neptune^ with 
his last dying entreaty to them, to propare for 
their fate, and to refrain from unbecoming levity/' 
Hi^rins being now bound, tlie deadly proces- 
sion moved from the quarterdeck to the forecastle, 
throughadoublefileof iparineson thestarboard side, 
towaras a platform erected on the cat-|^ad^ wtili 
an elevated projection. Upon liis arrival here, he 
joined the chaplain in acts of devotion, repeating 
loudly at the close of each, ** Amen^"' The admi* 
ral'e warrant of ej^jmHon was J&iext read hf the 
derk : to this the pnaoner pdd a marked atten- 
tion, bowing when St was finiehed. Parker tlmn 
in&ed the eapiain, whether he might be allowed 
to apeak ; and immedlatdly apprehending that hia 
intentiem might be miseOQceivcd^ addci^#^ 1 am 



362 


THE MIpTlNY AT 

not going, sir, to addre^ the ship’s corapany : I 
wish only to declare, fehat I acknowledge the 
justice of the sentence under which I suffer ; and 
I hope my deatli may be considered, a suiHcient 
atonement, without involving the fate of others/* 
He then requested a ‘‘ minute to collect himself,” 
and knelt down alone for about that space of time. 
On rising up, ho said — “ I am leady,” and desired 
the boatswain’s mate to take off his handkerchief. 
The provost marshal next placed the halter 
over the prisoners head in rather an awkward 
mannSr, upon which Parker turned to the boat- 
swain’s mate and said in a pettish tone, ‘‘ Do you 
do it, for he seems to know nothing about it.” 
The provost then attempted to put the cap on the 
prisoner, who refused, however, to wear it, until 
being informed that the ohseryance was indispon'^- 
able, he suhraittlB, requesting only tiiat it raiglit 
not be pulled over his eyes until he desired tliia to 
be done. He then turned round for the first time, 
directing a steady glance towards his ^shipmates 
on the forecastle, nodded his head towards them 
with an affectionate kind of smile and|piid — 

Goo4^ bye to you.” He now demanc&d of 
Captain Moss— *Hs the gun primed and the match 
lighted?” , 

‘‘ All is ready/’ was the reply. Parker ad- 
vanced a few steps, and asked, Will any gentle- 
man be so kind as to lend me a white handker- 
chief for the signal?” Aft|^ a short pause a 
gentleman present complied with this request ; to 
whom, bowing, he returned his thanks. Ho then 
ascended the platform and repeated the same 
questions about the gun, as if with tjxe design of 
gaining time. Then the cap being drawn over 
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his face, he walked finntt/ aud by degrees up the 
platform to the extremiy of the scaffold, jtnd 
dropped the handkerchief, at the same time thrust- 
ing ids hands with great rapidity into his coat 
pockets. On the instant the death-dealing light 
of the how gun flashed forth on the beholding fleet, 
and before its rapidly circling j<‘t of smoke Imtl 
reached the surface of the wattT, tho yard-rope, 
manned by the Sandwich's er(‘w, swung oflp tlie 
prisoner from his last footing in this world and 
ran him up, though not with arfy considerahlo 
velocity, to tho yard-arm. When susffemded 
about midway, the prisoners body seemed to be 
extremely convul^ed for a ft^w seconds, at the 
expiration of which no signs of life remained. 

The whole conduct <^f this awful ceremony was 
decorotis aud improj&tsive ; 'not a WM)rdaiid scarcely 
a wliisper v^as heard nwong tlm erew. Parker 
suffered exactly at lialf-past nine a.m., and w«is 
lowered down after hanging at the yard-arm fl>r a 
full hour, when the yellow flag was struck. The 
body w'as forthwith put into a shell with tho 
clothe# on, and conveyed in a boat, belonging to 
the Sandwich, to the east point of the gamson at 
Sheernc^, and from thence carried to the New 
Naval Burying Ground^. Here tho coffin lid 
was removed for a few minutes to gratify the 
curiosity of the assembled people. The counte- 
nance of the dead was scarcely altered in its ex- 
pression, but tho eyts were wide open. Parker was 

• Porto's body aome Htoc afterwords dwiafterred u tbc 

rcqtieat of filend% and convened to Loodoo^ wUere it vraa 
again committed to the earth. The diaeussion to which thi• ** 
cirenmstanee gave tiie created a lively jntemt in the public 
mind. 
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interred exactly at nooni he was thirty years of 
agOj of a robust formJ dark complexion, and 
black eyes ; his figure was five feet eight inches 
in its height, and both in feature and mould of 
person the leader of the Nore Mutiny was entitled 
to the term of manly comeliness. 

On his trial Parker behaved himself with ad- 
mirable coolness and presence of mind Had his 
whole conduct thi’oughout the Mutiny been guided 
with equal consistency, determination, and cou- 
rage, there can* be no doubt ho would have lived to 
enjoy'ils a benefactor the gratifying plaudits of 
that fleet which assisted instead at his death as a 
convict. 

To Parker's mere animal share of personal 
daring all must concede this praise, — for his 
mental qualifications all must feel an equal degree 
of contempt : of a fixed and ruling principle he 
seems to have been capable of forming no idea : 
the acknowledgment of the justice of his sentence 
placed him in this dilemma — either he had ven- 
tured to lead a most momentous mutiny without 
any just ground for its outbreak, or his dying 
rotract||ion was the despicable and whining^^ folly 
of a vacillating mind. Insanity only can reconcile 
his incoherent conduct ; and, according to all the 
evidence we possess, this was the real complaint 
which the minister cured by hanging Uira. 
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CHAPTER Xlt 

Government liavins^ determined to bring to 
trial the leaders of the jVlutiny in every vessel 
throiigiiout the fleet, and upon conviction to visit 
thorn witli extreme pmii aliment, mucli work yet 
remained for the convenient exertions of the court- 
martial system. 

Of a strange type must bo that Immanity 
which docs not commiserate the sufferers, or 
can I'cstrain a shudder at tho magnitude of the 
holocaust, offered to a country in expiation of 
a miifister s criminal misgovern men t ! In all 
cases where puldic example is required to warn 
the weak-minded and to constrain tho vicious, 
a deep responsibility rests upon those who are in 
power, lest they strain justice until it be warpojfJ 
into revenge# or screen tlic undeniable fanltd of 
statesmen by tlie sacrifice of uncounted victims. 
On considering tbe whole facts evolved by the 
Mutiny at Spithead and tho Nore, wdio can avoid 
visiting with tbe strongest ultimate condemnation 
that short-sighted indifference to tlie permanent 
welfare of tbe service, to which murderous neglect 
is tp be attributed tho frightful sacrifice of human 
life that accompanied the progress of this revolt, 
and made a sUambles of the fleet at its close? 
Who ; can forbear lamenting that goaded but 
gallant blood poured out, not in defence of the 
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country, but in paying the penalty consequent on 
a system of maddening^ t 3 ^anny and undeserved 
hardship, which had pifevailed for so long a time 
in every department gf the service, under the 
specious titles of discipline and economy? In 
recording the principal features of the remaining 
trials, which are- necessarily inferior in importance 
to that of Parker, it will suffice to extract and 
condense the most interesting portions, so as simply 
to present a clear view of the state of the several 
vessels during the continuance of this unhappy 
and unexampled disobedience in a branch of the 
service justly considered to be the most loyal and 
devoted under every disadvantage. 

On Thursday, Juno the 28th, a court-martial 
assembled to try the following prisoners., belonging 
to the Leopard Alexander Lawson, W, Welch, 
W. Boss, John Habbigan, Tlminas Sterling, James 
Robertson, George Shave, Dennis SuDivan,^5^oseph 
Fearon, 

The Court was composed of the following 
officers 

Admiral Sir Thomas Pasloy, President, 
Commodoio Sir K. Gower. Captain Stanhope. 

Catkin WiUiamsou. Captain Mackham* 

Captain Wells. Captain Ride. 

Captain Sir T. Williams. Captain Watbon, 

Captain Cobb, Captain Fancourt. 

Captain O'Bryan, Captain Parr. 

Lieutenant Rob, of the lieops^, Prosecutor* 

The same preliminary proceedings were observed 
as upon the trial of Parker, with this exception, 
that a letter was read from Captain Hargood of 
the Leopard, to^Mr. Nepean, with a list of the ten 
prisoners, above mentioned, selected from the 8hij)*s 
company, as persons who had been most active in 
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the mutiny on board thaf ship. Aftorwar<ls, the 
rest of the prisoners hlfclngbeeu removed, Thomas 
Sterling was first put u(>on Ids trial. 

Captain liny good of the Leopard , — On or 
about the 529th of May, I was informed at noon, 
that a niunbcr of men had assembled on the main 
deck. 1 immediately went thither, and saw a 
crowd moving off tlio larboard gangway, the 
}>risouiT being one of the foremost, f asked theiii 
what they all wanti^d. The prisoner answered, 
that the ship must go into Yarmouth, as other 
ships had done, to impiiro the ix»ason of the rest 
of the ships having left the lleet. 1 aitempte<l to 
harangue them on the impropriety of their conduct, 
and told them that I would hoist out a boat ami 
send it to Admiral Duncan, who doubt]<*ss would 
give them a suffifient reason. A« my words were 
of no effect, and other men came forward protest* 
ing that the .ship must go, and observing the men 
leaving the gangway and flying to the forecastle, 
I immediately w'eiit on the forecastle, for the pur- 
pose of prevailing upon them to return to their 
duty. fcSiion after, observing a number of men on 
the quartiTdcck round the whe<>l, and hearing tlie 
fore-shi^et let fly, I went aft to renew my endea- 
vours, but witlmut effect. I particularly entreated 
the prisoner more than once to prevail upon the 
ship*s company to desist. The prisoner, from that 
time, until ho went in a cutter to the Nore, with 
many others, was always actively employed as a 
delegate on board. I'pou his return from the 
Nore, I did not see him. When I asked him to 
use his influence with tho ship’s company, his 
answer was, that lie, being pnly one, could do 
nothing. I desired him to return to fab duty. 
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Morgan Jones^ seamkuM hoard the Leopard, 
— The prisoner has l/edHon board with me 
a year and a half. Before the mutiny broke 
out, he was going fore and aft the ship gathering 
people to swear to join him in taking the sliip into 
Yarmouth Roads, to know why we were left at 
sea. The men were not against the officers retain-^ 
in^ the command, only they wanted to take the 
ship in. It was after dinner, on the 28th of May. 
He sounded all the men who were fit for duty. I 
called him' a rascal for asking mo such questions. 
The hands were turned up by the prisoner s orders, 
lie sung out very loudly from under the break of 
the forecastle, and then several more voices repeated 
Ins order in tlie waist, to turn the hands up above 
ship ; imraediafely the boatswain s mate turned all 
hands up. The officers had no idea of the inten- 
tion to take the ship in, without their permission, 
until all hands came upon deck. The captain and 
officers came and asked them in tho name of God 
what they meant by their actions. Tho ship was 
hove about to stand in for land. Several men 
attempted to take the wheel, and wanted to clap 
the helm down, which they effected with a great 
deal of trouble, tho officers and quartermaster 
Bowers, wlio was afterwards punished by Welch's 
orders, in Yarmouth Roads, resisting their efforts 
for a lon^ time. The captain finding his endeavours 
of no avail, retreated to hiscabin, where, as I learned, 
he fainted away. The yard* rope was rove to hang 
any man who refused to join. About half an hour 
afterwards, I was taken down by half a dozen and 
carried into the prisoner s berth, in the larboard 
bay, to be sworn, in tho prisoner's presence. I 
refused to take the oath, until I was threatened 
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with hanging. Ros^||»iro mo to stick by the 
ship*s company, andllBt to bo put upon. The 
prisoner insisted upon my* wearing a n^d cockade ; 
upon my objecting, he throat<?ned to hang me up 
to tlio fore-yard-arm. T said ho might, for I would 
not put one in my hat. I thought tlm cockadt^ 
had t)»o same meaning as hoisting the red Hag, 
which I knew did not belong to tlio English 
government. 1 considered the prisf)iier to be a 
volunleor in the busincs-^, he was very active in 
going about from ship to ship, while wo lay in 
Yarmouth Hoads. 

Tkomna jVarjttmif liorthmiias 3/nte of the 
LeopfivfL — On the night Ixdbre tin; mutiny broke 
out, the prisoner came to my hainmock, between 
the lumrsof twelve and three, and having awakened 
me, asked me tor iny hiblc ; 1 rose and told him it 
was eitiuT in the chest, or in the bag, and with 
that lie went away. A little wliilo after he came 
and called luci again, and told me to turn out, I 
answered, 1 was not well. IIo said I must get 
up, that he would not keep me long, and I bad no 
occasion to put my clothes on, I Ibllowed him to 
Ins berth, where, in his presence, Ross administered 
the oath to mo. During the mutiny, the prison# 
worked upon the forecastle. He acted as delegate 
at first, but not when the sliip was coming round 
from Yarmouth to the Nore. One Marshall, 
captain of the forecastle, jh^ok command of the 
ship, when the officers had been deprived of their 
authority. 

Charles Bowers^ Qimrlermasler of ike Leopard. 
— Oil the forenoon of the day that the mutiny 
broke out, the prisoner came to me and the rest of 
the quartermasters within the tier, and ordered 
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US to go upon deck ii4^||ke larboard bay. We 
asked him the reason. lHlaid no barm was in- 
tended, and the sooner Ve went the better. We 
wer<| sworn, but I cannot recollect the particular 
words of the oath, further than that no one should 
be punished. The meaning of tlie oath I conceived 
to be, that when the officers regained the command 
of the sliip, no one should be punished. For they 
gave me a dozen lashes by AV'elch's orders, notwith* 
standing that Captain llargood came to the gang- 
way and pleaded hard for me. I was punished 
for taking the helm out of the hands of the other 
party by the captain's orders; wo were twice 
driven away from it, but 1 cannot tell whether the 
prisoner was there either times, or not. By the 
other party, I mean the mutineers. I was of tlie 
king's party. 

Thomas Sherrard^ Pilot of the Leopard, — The 
prisoner and George Shave ordered me to bring the 
ship from Yarmouth to the Norc. I was not 
threatened, but I obeyed from fear, because a rope 
was rove to the yard-arm, to hang any person who 
should dispute their orders. The j)risoner and 
Sliave acted together, as chief in command, in 
^ringing the ship from Yarmouth to the Nore. 

By the Prisoner, — I cannot say that I ever saw 
you on the quarterdeck, in going from Yarmouth 
to the Note. I cannot really tell whether you 
gave any orders for getting or shortening sail, or 
for working the ship ; but somebody directed what 
sail to carry. Shave gave the orders and worked 
the ship, and was on the quarterdeck all the time. 

John LapthorUy Master-at-armsof the Leopard, 
—While the ship was in a state of mutiny, the 
prisoner ordered me into the cock^pit, as master-at- 
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arms, to put the gentl^ieii’s lights out, to be strict 
and rigid, and to liave flo coniinunication with them. 
Although he did not ri'f>eut tlio order, yet he 
followed ino round every night without spe^iiking 
a woid. When they w'ere^ making the cfligy of 
l^fr. Pitt, he said it was of no service to have an 
^Ihgy, but to go dow n an<l briuii: up the gaol keeper, 
meaning me, for that I should make a good exanj})le 
for the ship s company, and mii«^t be hanged. 1 was 
swon) to bt> tr\ie to the shi}>\s com}>iiny, ami to keep 
the command of lier until our grievances should be 
redresstsl. While 1 continued to do my duty as 
mastcr-at-anns, G(*orge Shave seeimsl to command 
the ship. Before the pri‘<onor went to the Nore, ho 
was pickc<l out as one of the dcl(*gatea, and was one 
of the most active in assembling the pco})le. After 
his return to Yarmouth, lio w’as not permitted to 
act any longer as delegate, hccausc he had bcjcn 
intoxie«ated. 

Defence , prisoner being called upon for 
his defence, said he had nothing to say to the Court. 
He resigned himself into tlieir hands. Xot twenty 
words of truth had been ft])oken that day, and if 
he died, he di<‘d innocent of the charge. 

Two witnesses were called, but notliing was 
elicited from them to shake tho evidence for the 
prosecution. The prisoner declined calling wit- 
nesses to character, and the Court postponed imme- 
diate deliberation upon the sentence. Tlie prisoner 
wept during greater part of the trial. 

THE TRIAL OF WILLIAM ROSft. 

William Ross was immediately brought in and 
put upon his trial. 

George iSmUky a Murine,^On thcf same day that 

B & 2 
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the ship was taken out of the captain's hands, in the 
North Seas, at the back of Yarmouth Sands, I was 
had forward into the lai*board bay. When I went 
there, the prisoner told me he was going to swear 
me in. I a^'ked him lor what ? lie told me it was 
to be true and just to the ship’s company, until the 
grievances, for wliich they stood out, should be 
redressed ; that a great number of the ship's 
company were not very willing to come forward ; 
but if they did not come forward, they might wish 
they had ; for, as far as he could understand, the 
yard-rope was to be rove in the morning, if not tliat 
night. The prisoner was up all the niglit before 
the ship left Admiral Duncan's fleet, but w herefore 
I cannot tell. I saw him up during the middle 
watch, and likewise at four o'clock, whtm 1 was 
reliev<‘d and went to bed. 1 did not see him do 
anything except walk the decks. I cannot tell 
who was ringleader. I saw no instance of activity 
in the prisoner, except in swearing men. Jiy the 
oath which I took, I did not mean anything else, 
than to be true to my king and country. I do not 
know who had the command of the ship in par- 
ticular, sometimes one, and sometimes another. 
George Shave used to walk the quarterdeck, and 
Marshall, the sail-maker's mate. I do not know 
what authority the prisoner had, if any. 

Charles Reed^ Landsman of the Leopard . — 
Before the mutiny, the prisoner used to hold 
private Conversations with Sterling and Welsh. 
On the previous night I was sent for to the lar- 
board bay, where llos^ and Welsh were sitting 
opposite to each other at the same table. The 
prisoner read over some words about being true 
to the ship's company and their undertakings till 
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all grievances wore rotlrosi%(L A book wjis given 
me to kiss, but I did not ki.^^s it. 'VVlien X inrned 
my back n|>iln tlioin, I >aii— ‘‘ My lads* take care 
of yoiirsi'lvos/' Sonioonc' answon’d, who 1 cannot 
say — “Take care of y(>ur.s(‘lf' ; we*!!* look after 
you/* The prisoner c<mkl not but bear that 
answer. AVlien tlie ship arrived at the Xore, 
delegates from the Sandwich came on board. The 
prisoner said to oiu^ of (hem, “ My brother, I am 
hap})y to see you. I have had a sore nTght*s 
■work of it, partly in taking <lo\\n the names of 
the ship's eompany/’ He u<hi<‘d, if it had iu»t 
been for him it never would have been done. He 
wor<' a n d cockade, was a eoinmitti'C man, and 
ahvays present when papers were brought on 
board an<l r(a<L I saw the prison<*r go from sldp 
to ship at the N(»re, and on the (Hh of dune he 
went towards the Saiulwieh with the rost^of the 
<lel('gate8. Immediately after he had left the ship, 
the otiicers regained the command. 

ChaHeii lowers, Quurtennuater itf the Leopard* 
— The prisoner tohl mo aa we wc.*re walking the 
deck, twH> or tliree days after the ship had been 
taken by the delegates, that if it liad not been for 
him, he .supposed tlie men would not have been 
sworn without opposition ; that it was a complete 
or cleverly managed piece of business, for that 
tliey were afraid at first and were obliged to call 
one man at a time into the hay to swear ihein. 
When they had got together about 150^or 160, 
then they thouglit tliey had the strongest party 
and were not afraid* 

Thomas Wood, a Foremustman on hoard the 
Leopard * — Between the 5th and 8th of June^ 
while w© were at the Not©, I saw the prisoner in 
company with the boatswain's mate, and the 
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prisoner said, he thoilght the best place for 
rendezvous was in Bantry Bay^ on the north- 
west of Ireland. The Answer made l|tehim by the 
boatswain's mate was— We'll wood, wine, and 
water at Madeira, or some of the Western Islands." 
I immediately rejoined, “ Who is to pay for that?" 
The boatswain's mate said, ‘^he would give a 
receipt upon Pitt for it." The prisoner is a very 
close man, and it is dilhcult to get a word out of 
him, except when ho is with his own party. 
Marshall, who was esteemed the captain of the 
ship, sent for mo down from the forecastle into the 
starboard bay. I found the prisoner and four or 
five others there, with IVIarshall at the head. 
Marshal told me that I was to keep watch as an 
officer on board the ship, and to carry out the 
same regulations as would have been ordered by 
the officers, had they been in command of the 
ship. They selected me for my long standing in 
the navy, and acquaintance with the regulations 
of a man-of-war. I pleaded an impediment in 
my speech, want of learning, and disinclination to 
carry messages to other sliips. My objections 
were overruled, and I was sworn together with 
the prisoner, who held the book at the same time 
with myself. The substance of the oath was, to 
bo true to all delegates in their undertakings, at 
the hazard of my life. This oath was taken at 
the Nore ; I know nothing of any previous oath. 
With rd^peot to the red flag, I told the prisoner 
that the red at the main was not a flag belonging 
to England, and that I would as soon be under a 
black flag. He answered, ” Say no more about 
that, sir," 

^e ’ Defence,~l!hQ prisoner said that false 
evidence had been given ; that he was roused out 
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of his liamniock liko tllo rest to he sworn about 
thrce-quai^ grog in Yiinnouth Koads* The 
people be sworn <(;o insist upon having it,‘ 

one man mmng been punished for asking for it. 
lie was ])itch<‘d upon to swear tlir people, and was 
appointed a conuuittec-inan, a situation which it 
w^as impossible for him to refuse. He then called 

Thomas Hruin^ Boatswain'^ s Male of (he 
Leopard , — Tins witn(*ss*s e\idcnce went to prove 
that the prisoner liad taken no greater share in 
the mutiny than tlie rest of the crew, bnt that in 
consequence of bis In'ing able to read ami to write, 
lio was ont' of the twelve men picked out as a 
committee-man, and that if be bad not acted in 
unison with otbeis bo would have gone to the 
yard-arm in a minute. Jle nevtr saw him wear 
a red cocka<le, nor go messages frpin ship to nbip. 
lie considered Welch and fc^terling to have been 
the ringlead<Ts of uU the iniscbief in the ship. 
The prisoner acted by the direction of those two 
persons, neither of whom could road or write, and 
used his p(‘n at tlndr dictation, lie never heard 
tho prisoner make any objection to the writing of 
the oath or to the swearing of the people* 

Here the evidence for tho defence closed. 
The prisoner was asked whether he had any 
thing further to offer to tho Court on liis own 
behalf* 

The prisoner replied, he had nothing more to 
advance, but he hoped the Court would consider 
that he was innocently involved in the mutiny, 
and had no share in taking the vessel jfroni the 
ofiicers* He was then removed, and the Court 
proceeded with 
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THE TRIAL OF OEORGE SHAW.. 

Captain Hargood of the 
the 28tli of May and tlie day I wenWraliore w ith 
Admiral Pasley in the Yarmouth Roads, the 
prisoner was particularly active in exciting a 
mutiny. Upon its first breaking out, he camo to 
the gangway and said, that the country had be^ 
oppressed for these five years ; tliat the war had 
lasted too long, and now was the time to get 
righted, and that they must go in to their fellow- 
creatures, meaning, 1 suppose, Yarmouth Roads, 
When the sliip's company were attempting to 
take the helm, he was particularly active in 
drawing the men upon the quarterdeck, lie was 
a deputy delegate in Yarmouth Roads, one of the 
men ordered to act in the place of those who had 
been sent to the Nore. He took a boat with 
other delegates and went on boird the Ranger, 
without leave of any one, in answer to a signal 
which had been made by that ship, which signal 
they said was one of their own. When Vice- 
Admiral Sir Thomas Pasley harangued the 
Leopard’s crew in Yarmouth Roads, to persuade 
thorn to proceed to sea, and to join their Admiral 
off the Texel, the prisoner was particularly active 
in persuading the men not to comply with the 
request. The Vice-admiral was in his uniform ; 
he was sent by order of the Admiralty to represent 
to the ship’s company the necessity for them to 
put to sea, as an expedition was expected to sail 
out of the Texel against their Admiral every 
moment* The prisoner’s conduct to the Vice- 
admii^l was very disrespectful. lie interrupted 
hha and made ill^oimded complaints. When the 
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Vice-admiral went on board the Agamemnon, 
while ho was addressing the people, a signal was 
made for tWl^^pTisoiuT to otome on board, wliich ac- 
cordingly he did. Imiiiediutely he inierrupto<l the 
Admiral in his sjiecch, by ii‘-serting that tlie 
Leopard would not go to sea, and that the whole 
of the ship's company was in a state of mutiny. I 
denied tins to bo the ea*e, both to the Admiial and 
to the prisou(*r. I think the 1 an )pard refused to put 
to sea, in eon'll <]nf*ne(* of the intiuenee ex(‘rcised by 
the ])risoiKr ov( r th<» ship s eiunpany. I con«id(T ho 
had great weight with them, Ix'caiwe he was their 
mouth-]>ieee ; and at any time, if, while 1 was 
haranguing the men, he ha])p('ned to move away, 
the rest hdlowed hi^ <*xampl<', 1 (Mn state a par- 
ticular instance, When in Yarmouth Koads, f 
turned the hands up to remonstrate with tiu*m 
upon tlioir conduct in Hying out in a body on the 
poop the night before, tli<' slup « boat having been 
taken away, without my orders, all of which 1 
considered to be an insult to the otUeers ami to 
iiiyself, I leqnoated th<i men ton fleet upon wdiat 
they were <loing. The pri‘-oner interrupted me, 
saying — “ We had a great deal of busiiic'ss to do 
on board the Hanger last night and farther, ho 
told me, that at that moment a signal was made 
to repair on board the Agamemnon, requesting a 
boat to go and answer tlio signal. Observing 
that the ship’s company were impatient and 
murmured, 1 told them 1 should never turn them 
up any more. 

Thomas 8fm*rard^ Pilot of the Leopard. ~T)[ie 
prisoner was my Captain once in the Leopard 
from the Yarmouth Koads to the Nore. The 
prisoner and Steribg ordered mo to pilot the ship; 
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the former giving orders on the quarterdeck. I 
was induced to obey him from fear of being hung 
at tho yard-arm. The (’ope was rove^on purpose 
to hang any one who should refuse to obey the 
delegates, of wliom the prisoner was one ; but he 
did not threaten me in particular. The ofl&cers 
had no command during that time, -All tlie way 
up to the Nore, and at the Nore, the prisoner 
had a red cockade in his hat. 

Jokti Lapthorn^ Master-at-arms of the Leopard. 
—On the evening before the ship left the Nore, 1 
was leaning ovei* tlio afterpart of tho gangway - 
rail, looking at the waist, when I heafS the pri- 
soner and Ross conversing together. Tlie former 
remarked, that a petition had been sent to the 
Admiralty Board, which was required to be an- 
swered in four hours ; that the time was then up ; 
and that, should no answer be returned that 
night, a signal would be made in the morning for 
sailing away to some foreign ''po^\cr. Then the 
prisoner turned and walked aft, so that I did not 
hear whither they intended to sail. Also, if any 
man should object to take the ship to her destina- 
tion, he would be made an example of to tbo rest 
of the ship’s company. While the ship was in 
the bands of the mutineers, I received my orders 
from the prisoner, which were to put the fire- 
lights out and the officers' lights as usual. I was 
to do it as strictly, if not more strictly than usual. 
Tho prisoner assisted in taking the ship from the 
officers. 

The Defence, — Thotnas Pearson^ Landsman on 
hoard the Leopard,^ThQ witness spoke to the pri- 
soner’s not having used authority on board, so far 
as he knew, to his endeavours to quell disturb- 
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ances, and to his care of the powder and the king's 
stores in general. The prisoner was on the quar- 
terdeck when the ship left Yarmouth, an(f 
jissisted the pilot in ordering such sail to he put 
on the sliip as the nec(‘ssity of the ease r(‘<]uire<L 
The prisoner ordered tlie men in the tops ; the 
boatswain's mates, the duty in the waist. Witness 
could not tell under whom the mates were acting ; 
but prisoiK'r liad no more authority than any other 
member of tin) committee. 

The Prisont^r being asked if ho bad anything 
to say for himself, observed, that he hatl done 
every til iiljl in hi.s power to jireserve peace in the 
ship and to quell disturbances, lie denie<l having 
given any orders himself, except that to insure tho 
ship’s safety he had assisted ^the pilot, and carried 
his orders. In respect to bis conversation with 
the captain, h(' must have hm\ misunderstood, for 
he spoke only of the oppression endured by tho 
sailors, which he supposed had been remarked, and 
could be remedied. Jle added that ho w^as in no 
respect more active than the rest, hut only co- 
operated with them, finding it in vain to resist the 
general will, lie was elected to fill the office of 
deputy- delegate, and also that of committi'c-man, 
by the sliij/s company. He took no command 
upon himself, but merely did what he was obliged 
to do, for fear of being hanged at tho yard-arm. 

The prisoner was then ordered from the bar, 
and the Court proceeded to the trial of IVilUam 
Welch. But as the trial of this individual, and 
also that of Alesandev Lawson^ do not bring for- 
ward any new facts of material importance, we 
shall pass on to the trial of 
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DENNIS SULUVAN. 

John Lapthorn . — Onithe day the ship was 
taken from the Nore, I heard a conversation wliich 
took place between the prisoner and Lawson. 
He said he knew there was something more than 
common about to take place, by the manner in 
wliich the officers were hurrying backwards and 
forwards upon deck ; ho thought it would be the 
best way to acquaint the committee, and to con- 
fine the officers until the delegates came on board ; 
also, that a half- watch ought to be set that night, 
and should anything happen before thdj^camo on 
board, the best way would bo to jump down into 
the magazine, blowup the ship, and go altogether. 

Prisoner , — You ^ave sworn my life away, 
Lap thorn. 

Witness , — All hands were called, and they ran 
up on deck as soon as they heard the pipe. 

Morgan Jones . — On the day the ship was taken 
from the JSoro, the prisoner came to me on the 
main-deck, and said — I understand you are one 
of the party who intend cutting the cable to-night, 
and Thomas Norman, my messmate, the other, 
ril have no more compassion on him than on you. 
I will watch over the cables to-night, and will 
blow the first man’s brains out who attempts to 
cut them.” 

Patrick Donovan^ a Marine . — The day the ship 
left the Nore, 1 saw Robertson, the gunner’s 
mate, on the quarterdeck ; ho was officer of the 
watch. Some men, together with the prisoner, 
came up to tell him about the people who were 
intending to take the ship away. The prisoner 
was to assist Robertson in getting the arms and 
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in planting seven sentiics on oa(‘h gangway, for 
they susp(*( te<l tlio attempt wouhl he mavle tliat 
niglit. ilo insi'^ted niion Norman .and KeitFf 
being hanged if they should cut the cables in the 
night-time. 

Joseph IThife, Serjeanf of Manues, — I heard 
the prisoner say in tin* pu*'«<‘nce of Mr. (iroves^ a 
niidshipinan, tliat lie would IkmI — d if he would 
not blow the lirst man's brains out who slioiihl 
attempt to eut tiieeabl<‘s that night.’* Jle eiuhsa- 
voured to exoito tin* people to prevent the ship 
from goin^ up the rivei*. 

ChnrlM Cuhilt^ a Mitvlue. — I was wminde<l 
on tlic day the ship left the Nore by Dennis 
JSullivan, the prisoner. I was running on the 
larboard gangway with all the e\)»e()ition f could, 
to assist my c<»jm‘a<leH in clearing tho forecastle. 
Just before I came to the iluke of the sheet- 
anchor, 1 saw a pike come up between the boat 
and the gangway. I immediately turned round 
short; as I was bringing my musk<t down, [ 
knocked it against the bout, and it fell out of iny 
hand. While f was hastily getting my musket 
up, the prisimor printed the pike right into my 
body, in the lower part of tho belly. Upon 
regaining posaes^^ion of my musket, ho let fall 
his pike, and afterwards, under the half-deck/feli 
down on his knec’s before rno and begged his life, 
I told him '"'I did not want to hurt him, but 
desired him to assist in working tho ship, lie 
made answer .and sai<l he would. 

Lkut Cohilh . — Except when I saw the pri- 
soner make a thrust at (.’ubitt Mrdth the boarding- 
pike, I never at any time witnessed tho prisoner 
take any part in the mutiny, and from his general 
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good conduct, I was astonished to see him armed 
against his officers. 

The Defence^ — The Prisoner related how he 
had been sworn by the mutineers, and declared 
he had always behaved himself very well in the 
ship. lie then called Captain Hargood and 
Lieutenant llohh^ as witnesses to his character, 
both of whom spoke highly in his favour, and in 
bearing their testimony believed they were express- 
ing tlie sentiments of every officer in the ship. 

The Prisoner^ then addressing the Court, said, 
they were* taking his life away wrongfully ; and 
falling upon his knees, bcseeclied the Court, if he 
were to be deprived of life, that he might have 
a long day given him. 

On Monday, J uly 3, the Court met at ten o'clock 
in the morning, and proceeded to the trial of 

JAMES ROBERTSOxN. 

Hugh Roharts^ Gunner of the Leopard* — The 
prisoner left tho sliip in tho Yarmouth Hoads, and 
ordered me to do his duty in his absence, llf 
went away as a delegate, and was absent about 
four days. I saw him when he came back. From 
that time, until the ship left the Nore. lie kept 
his watcli on the quarterdeck as an officer, not 
by the authority of the commanding officer of tho 
ship, 1)ut of the committee, he being one of its 
members, lie did not appear to be*^active in any 
other way, than in keeping his watch on the 
quarterdeck, where he gave all the necessary orders. 

John Adrian^ Captains Clerk of the Leopard , — 
I was standing on the gangway, about half an 
hour before the officers regained the ship, I saw 
the prisoner standing there with Joseph Fearon. 
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In consequence of a cliangc in the aspect of aifairs 
which they did not like, he or hift companion pro- 
posed to arm and place yven or eight persons oif 
eacii gangway. 

John Bnrloir^ t^hfj/s Cook of (he I^eopard, — On 
the afternoon of the 9th of June, 1 was in the 
galley on the larboanl side, A ]>arty of the «hip*9 
company ruslied forward to 8(‘ize the foremast 
gun, I rose and was going aft, when I hoard a 
cry— ““A match, hear a hand with a match.’' I 
crossed ov(‘r to the other side of the galley, and 
saw the ])riHoner with a match in iiis hand. 

President. — James Koht'rtson, tho evidence 
agaiu'^t yo\i is closed ; what have you to say in 
your d(‘fcnee ^ 

Prisoner . — When the sliip was first seized at 
the back of Yiiniiouth Sands, other sliips were 
going into port. Our ship's company innrmiirod, 
and thought they‘Ought to go in also. Tlie ship's 
crew consulted among themselves, and agreed to 
take her in. I was awakened out of my ham- 

f ock by a man who I thought was a Initchman. 

at first refused to go into larboard bay, but 
ho came again and said it would be worse for mo 
if [ persisted in my refusal. I then went into 
the bay and was sworn. When 1 was appointed 
delegate to go to theNoro, I refused, and the shijS’s 
company threatened to hang me at the yard-arm; 
so 1 consented, to save my life* 1 never used any 
violence, but kept watch, as I was desired. 

The prisoner called three seamen to prove that 
be had been forced into tho mutiny by Sterling, 
and that he had objected to go as a deJegjate, Jlc 
then declared many things were laid to bis charge 
of which he wxis innocent. 
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TJIIAL OP JOSEPH FEARON. 

^ Lieutenant Branun ^ of the Marines. — Tho 
prisoner was forward in taking the ship away 
from Admiral Duncan's fleet, and carrying her 
into the Yarmouth Roads. I saw him, assisted 
by several other persons, shove the captain from 
the wheel, and put the helm up, upon wJiich the 
captain left him, wont to his cabin, and appeared 
to be very much distressed. I asked the prisoner 
why they were going in? He answered, that he 
would neither tell me nor any other oflicer, but 
wished tho officers of the ship would take charge 
of her, which I beliqyc was done. After tlie ma- 
rines had fired for some time, I went forward on 
the forecastle to give some ordei s, where I observed 
tho prisoner, witli a half-pike in his hand, looking 
up through tho grating of the gallery. Recalling 
to mind his desperate character, 1 immediately 
fired my pistol, and at tho same time some* marines 
fired, and the^ prisoner was wounded. I cannot 
say that he was tho most conspicuous person 
shoving the captain from the wheel. 

Morgan Jones , — Tho red flag was hoisted by 
the prisoner, when the ship arrived at the Nore. 
This he did of his own accord, without consulting 
ally person, lie went himself to the ward -room, 
and demanded the flag out of Mr. Branun's cabin, 
swearing with an oath that he would have it. 

Patrick Donovan^ Marine . — On the day the ship 
left the Nore, I board tho prisoner tell Robertson 
that Norman and Keith were going to take the 
ship away. The prisoner insisted that they should 
be confined, swearing d — n Ins eyes, as he had 
begun it he would end it, for he had but one life ” 
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John Adrian, Captains ClerL — When Robert- 
son proposed to arm men on each g'^ngway, the 
prisoner agreed to the suggestion, and said, as 
was going do^n, he was sure of being hung and 
would do as much mischiof as he could, J con- 
sider him to bo a very des}>crato and n^olute 
man, 

Fn‘stdi*7ft . — Have you anything to ofter to the 
Court in your dt fenced H 

Prisoner , — On the day the sliip was seized at 
sea, I heard the pilot say that she w'as in dang<'r 
of running foul of autdher ship ; I ran to the 
wheel to ensure Ikt safety : I was never at the 
wheel a^ain. 

Captain Ihuyoud^ iijxxri being called t«> speak 
to character, said lie could say nothifig for 
him. 

The evidence produced in favour of the prisoner 
was very vague, and by no means explained bis 
conduct in a satisfactory maimer, 

TRIAL OP JOHN' liABBIGAX. 

Jamts Slater^ Qit<7^rte7*masie>* of the l^eopard , — 
1 was present in the bay, when the delegates liad 
returned from the Norc. The prisoner came in 
and sat down. He refused to be either a con|- 
mittce-inan or one of the twelv^ lieutenants who 
were appointed. This man and 1 were never 
friends ; his temper and mine did not agree. The 
day we retook tlie ship, I looked out for him, and 
determined to kiR him, if I came attiwart him. 
When 1 met with him, I found he was as active 
in getting out the boat as any one else. He went 
into the boat and lent us a hand to get the anchor 
out, while the ship was aground. I asked him 
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what he thought of this affair ; he thanked God, 
and said, hi was as glad as if any one had given 
him a thousand poun<^s that it had happened. 
He said again, ‘‘ Thank God, I hope we have got 
rid of all troubles now/* 

On questions from the Court and the prosecutor, 
the witness '•further deposed, that the reason he 
searched for the prisoner to kill him was, because 
ho thought that, of jril the mutineers, he was his 
greatest enemy ; tlult before the ship was retaken, 
tlie prisoner hoisted a signal on the poop. The 
witness did not understand the signal, and ho was 
alarmed ; hut upon inquiry he found that it was 
only for the jolly boat. 

Robert Quartermaster, — The prisoner 

was very busy upoU deck in carrying on duty, 
and ordering boats to be manned to go anywhere. 
He threatened mo for not joining in the mutiny, 
and gave me very abusive language for getting his 
name erased out of the committee list. 

William Sfnith, Seaman of the Leopard,— -ThQ 
prisoner at the bar was one of the committee. 
Once I remonstrated and said, “ it was not proper 
for any«man to embezzle tho king's stores/' The 
prisoner threatened me with his double fist in my 
face, and said, I wanted to raise an opposition in 
tho ship. The next time I saw the prisoner was 
the day on whicli they cut tho cables, about a 
quarter of an hour before we got under weigh. 
He came upon the poop and said^ there was an 
opposite party rising in the ship, and that be 
should therefore make a signal for the boat, and 
lot Marshall, the head delegate, know of it. He 
hoisted the Spanish jack, which remained flying 
at the mizen peak, until the cables were cut. Mr. 
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Buchanan, the midshipman, who was killed, ob* 
jected, but tho prisoner said he would hoist it, 
which he did. 

Tho prisoner called Thomm who deposed 
that Norman mentioned his name, and that he 
was elected delegate by the ship's company. AN'^it- 
ness did not h<'/ir prisoner object to serving as 
delegate, nor did he see liim forward in accepting 
that office. 

lAetHmmit Colrilh spoke favourably of the 
prisoner's character previously to the mutiny. 

The Prisrner^ upon being asked for bis defence, 
said, On the night tho mutiny began, wo were 
lying at the back of Yannonth Sands. 1 was 
called out of my bed and w^ent forward, but could 
not tell for what purpose. A prayer-book was 
presented to me. I objected to take the oath, as 
I did not understand tho reason of it. They told 
me, if I did not take it now, X should be com- 
pelled to take it afterwards, and then it would be 
worse for me. When the delegates were sent to 
the Nora, they chose mo as a defiuty, which 1 
could not help. I was far from being against 
going in from the Nore with tho ship, but I did 
not know at first for what purpose they were 
going in.” ’ 

Tlie trials of all the mutineers of the Leopard 
were now concluded ; upon which the Court was 
cleared, in order that the sentence might be taken 
into consideration. Upon the rc«opening of the 
Court, the judge-advocate read, in the usual form, 
the sentence of the Court, which was that the 
whole of the charges had b^n proved against AVt 
the prisoners ; that the Court sentenced th^u to 
suffer death, by hanging, at such time and place 
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as the Lords of the Admiralty might direct ; but 
at the same time the Court would recommend 
'Ilabbigau and Robertson to the mercy of tlie king. 

In consequence of the finding of the Court, a 
warrant was sent down from the Admiralty for 
the execution of seven out of the nine prisoners, ; 
viz. Dennis Sullivan, Alexander Lawson, William 
Welch, Joseph Fcaron, AVilliam Ross, George 
Shave, and Thomas Sterling, who were hanged at 
the Nore, on Monday the 10th of July — four on 
board their own ship, the Leopard, and throe on 
board the Lancaster. James Robertson and John 
Ilabbigan were respited, and subsequently par- 
doned upon certain conditions. 

Hating tlfus detailed the circumstances which 
occurred on board the Leopard in the language of 
the witnesses, it is \innecossary to wade through 
the sad host of trials which provided victims for 
the yardarm, one succeeding another, through more 
than a space of two months from the time when 
the mutiny was suppressed ; the acts which ac- 
companied the outbreak of the seamen on board 
one ship being, with little material variation, very 
similar to the transactions taking place at the 
same period throughout the fleet ; and although 
wo can only gather the nature and measure of the 
disaffection from a review of these scenes and the 
actors in them, yet enough has been laid bare not 
only for all the purposes of history, but also fully 
to warrant those deductions which hav,e already 
been drawn from this bloody and revolting page, 
Which must for ever stain the annals of the third 
^Geoipe and tne second Pitt. For the little that 
remains to be added, it will be sufficient to confine 
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the scope of these pages to any new facts comu^ctcil 
with the mutiny that way arise during the trials 
of the mutineers of the tlaadvvudi, the Jwflexilik% 
and the IVIonmouth. 

Whether such foots may tend to relievo or to 
aggravate the painful inipres^^ions produced by tlie 
details already given, no one at Iea‘^t can be in«en« 
sible to thtj very uuhivonrable light in which* the 
characters, Iiabits, and ignonineo of the parties 
conducting the mutiny are inad<* to app(‘ar by’ the 
evidence brought against them. Hcan^tdy may one 
bright gleam of high feeling bo found to light up the 
gloomy picture, in which animal fore*', passion un~ 
controlled by reason, and vain glory trieked in 
a brief authority, seem to shadow iht» pyiieipal 
figures. The cause must indeed be nrgtmt, and 
the grievance pungent, which could stimulate 
natures so far removed from the refinement of in- 
toHect and acute sensation to plot, combine, and 
defy not only the government, but the aecustoined 
and ordinary habits of their own contracted path 
of life, and risk that life itself with the most des- 
perate recklessness for the sake of redress. For 
this rtKiress, dearly as it was sought, we, like 
themselves, must look in vain. But not in vain, 
alas! must the mind of the r<nider be fortified still 
to witness the 'work of vengeance unappeaseA ; 
while they who ought and might have averted 
the calamity by a timely interference, through the 
exercise of ah Enlarged and humane policy, prided 
themselves upon the energy and firmness of pur- 
pose displayed in punishing those poor ignorant 
wretches whom their indifference h^i ipade crimi- 
nals; rivetting loyalty v^ith chains of ^ror 
about the hearts of those Simple but brave #oHowl& 
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Virhoni their combined obstinacy and weakness 
liad alone succeeded in rendering disloyal and 
rebellious. 

On Thursday, July 6, tlflb Court again met, 
v^hon about iwenty prisoners belonging to the 
Sandwich were placed at the bar to hear read the 
charges against them ; after which the Court pro- 
ooeded to the 

TRIAL OF WILLIAM GREGORY, CHAS. M‘CARTY, 

JOHN whittle, THOMAS APPLEYARD, AND 

PETER HOLDING. 

In this ease the evidence for the prosecution went 
to fiihow that Holding and M'Carty, at the break- 
ing out of the Mutiny, demanded the keys 'of the 
magazine from Lieutenant Flatt, threatening to 
break open the door if they were not dtdivered 
up to them. When the Yarmouth vessels came 
round, Holding proposed to go into Sheerness, 
silence the guns, and destroy the batteries. After 
the Repulse had made her escape, a report pre- 
vailed, during the absence of Gregory, that he 
meant to blow up the ship. After this, Gregory 
asked the people whether they wished to give 
pn the business or to carry it on ; for liis part,'' 
h? said, “ he thought it best to carry it on.” A 
great many of the people about him cried out, 
‘‘ Yes ! yes I” Gregory at one timo ^boarded an 
American vessel, and gave the^ir^lMl^a paper, 
which he requested him tK> get printed, ali»|lg with 
others, upon one sheet, ana to cause copies to be 
posted on the Royal Exchange, and at other 
pub)|o places in London. Gr^ory gave him three 
gaineas to pay the expense. The paper was en* 
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titled Address from the Delegates of tho 

Fleet to their Folio w-subjects/" and accused ilie 
administration of oppressing tlie navyi and de^ 
dared tliat the sailors liad no intention of sub- 
verting tlio government of tho country, but vsero 
determined to persevere in obtaining the lodrcss 
of their grievances* On the Sth of June, Gregoiry 
was on board tho Brilliant. JJo nud tiie Att of 
Farliameut, the King's T^ardon, and a letter Iroin 
Sir Roger Cxirtis's squadron. AV'hen ho had con- 
cluded reading the Act, he looked round upon tho 
ship's company, and said, “None of your griev- 
ances are redressed/' With regard to the paidon 
also, “ This can He altered in a few hours, and 
any of you that may go on shore are liable to be 
liange<l or shot by your tyrannical cmintry/' 
Gregory took possession of tlie admirars Cxibiiu 
While the officers were endeavouring, on the 9t!i 
of June, to prevail upon tho ship's comjiany to 
return to their duty, be called out, Let tho.se 
who are for tho emcee give three cheers/' Imme- 
diately a great number cheered, and some armed 
men rushed forward and took the officers prison* 
ers* Holding and Wldttie were among tho nuui« 
ber of armed men. While Captain Wood, of the 
Hound, was reading the King's Froclamation to 
his crew, Appleyard took it from him, and said it 
was a piece of flummery. Ho called the ship's 
company rascals for allowing their captain to lead 
them by the nose, and threatened that the Sand- 
wich sk^d sink them.# 

JPor the Defence. — ^M*Carty, who had retained 
Mr. Alley, a barrister^ as his counsel, begged the 
Court to tbaigenileman to read from a paper 

bis writt^ defienee. It contained a commentaiy 
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upon parts of the evidence ; insisted also upon the 
compulsion used by Parker and others, and con- 
eluded by imploring tlje mercy of tlie Court. 
Gregory asserted his moderation under the circum- 
^stances, and also, that the men ^ho had been 
selected for trial were the most worthy among the 
seamen, and had saved the fleet from destruc- 
tion." Appleyard, Holding and Wihittle made no 
defence. 

Witnesses called by Gregory proved that hav- 
ing read the King's pardon on board the Brilliant, 
he told the men they had now^a fair opportunity, 
if they pleased to embrace it, of returning to their 
duty. But he also said — Whoever accepts the 
pardon will be sent on shor^, and may return to 
their tyrannical ofEcers.” For M‘Carty, it ^as 
proved that one day when ho came on board the 
Brilliant from the Pylades, he was taken into the 
waist ; then a rope noosed and well greased was 
put about his neck ; and that about fifty men on 
the forecastle, who had hold of the other end of 
the rope, hauled him up a little distance from the 
deck. He was rescued by a party in the waist, 
who rushed forward and cut the rope. The reason 
assigned for this transaction was, that after Ad- 
miral Buokner*^ame on board the fleet, McCarty 
had been desirous of accepting his Majesty's par- 
don, and opposed Parker in the committee. 

trial of GEORGE TAYLOR, JOSEPH HUGHES> 

THOMAS BRADY, GEOW^K GAINER, AND JOHi^ 

DAVIS. 

All the prisoners attended the committee. Prom 
the 29th of May to the end of the Mutiny, Davis 
had the command of the Sandwich. He ordered 



SPITHEAD AND THE NOIIE.’ 393 

• 

the fore-top sail to be loosed, and the starboard 
forecastle gun to be fired ; this signal was made 
for the ships to put to s^. lie signed passportli 
and styled liiinself captain of the Sandwich. Both 
he and Gainer d — d the King^s pardon, and said 
they wanted no pardon, but a redrt'ss of grie^nes®. 
Several acts of ^iolence and threats wer^ brought 
home to each of the prisoners. * 

/b/’ (he Jhfnnw — Davis said hevras ordered to 
take charge of the ship; wif(i which lut ctmiplied,* 
under the expectation that he might be of use in 

E reserving Jier. lie Itad done all m his power to 
ecp order on board ; wliich was a matter of no 
small difliculty at such a time, and in a ship 
containing nearly a thou'jand mtai. The other 
prisoners urged compulsion and denitKi parts <d* 
the evidence. 

Captain Blackwood^ called by Davis, deposed 
that the prisoner was in the Trusty between 1 785 
and 1788; he behaved himself with great propriety 
and w'aa much respected. The witness was of 
opinion the release of the Lieutenant of the Niger, 
from punibhmeut, was effected by Davis's n^pre- 
mentations to tiie delegates of the impropriety of 
their conduct. On the day tho delegates returned 
frott) Portsnu^li, the witness recommended the 
prisoner to m*crace the minds of the people as 
much as possible. Uo said this was his inti^ution, 
and he wished the business were settled. At this 
time Patmore and several other delegates passed. 
Patmore called out to the prisoner, “ Come along ; 
this is not a time to be palavering with officers/' 
The prisoner then said, “ You see, sir, how 
matters stand ; I am not my own master. If X 
were, it should not be thus/* Tho other prisoners 
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oall<id witnesses to prove compulsion, and their 
disinclination to take an active part in the 
Mutiny, 

TRIAL OP JAMES IIOCKLESS, Quartfr - master ; 

SCOTT, Gunner’s Mate; CHARLES CHANT, 
Seaman ^W JLLIAM THOMAS JONES, Seaman; and 
nENR''^WOLFE, Boai swain's Mate; all of the Sand- 
wich. 

Hookless, Seott and Jones were members of 
the committee. Hockless piloted the Swan from 
the Great Nore to the entrance of the Thames, and 
anchored her there. On the 8th of J une he hoarded 
tho Ranger in company with a number of other 
men. The Ranger was lying at the Great Nore, 
and they proposed to carry her down the Queen's 
Channel, because they bad heard that the buoys 
were being taken away, lie said ho had been 
sent by the committee to take charge of the 
Ranger, and prevent the removal of any more 
buoys or beacons. In the morning lie got the 
ship under weigh, and upon observing that the 
first buoy was gone, he was in a great rage, and 
swore bitterly he would send the perpetrators to 
hell, if he could get hold of any of them. On the 
2Hth of May, when^ Captain Moss^ttas endeavour- 
ing to persuade the men te return to their duty, 
Chant ordered the boatswain s mate to drive them 
forward, and was very active in dispersing them 
himself. 

For the Defmce^ Jones called Thomas Phipr 
ffewsony seaman on board the Sandwich. At tho 
commencement of the Mutiny, Jones said, looking 
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business,’* At the same time ho aske*! my opinion 
of the business* I replied, that ‘‘ it was laying 
the axe to the root of tha chief pillar of Knglanth^ 
The prisoner said he wished lie were dead, 
rather than have anything to do with it." He 
then sat down in a thoughtful manner, Init said no 
more at that time. 

When jM'Carty returned from Portsmouth ^Yith 
an account of the pardon, the prisoner said to me, 
in a private coiiv<Tsation, that “ it wan quite con- 
trary to all that is right, not to communicate it to 
the ships company." He added, ‘Him commilU'e 
were a set of rascals, who wi re against tlie good 
of their king and country, and consulted only 
their owui rcseniments. He vvished ho had more 
power in the committee, that he might oppowi 
their proceedings." When the St. J^'iorenzo was 
attempting to escape, and the people were point- 
ing the guns at her, Jones called out, “ For shame ! 
are you going to kill your brethren in cold blood 
When the J-ieojiard was getting under weigh, 
Jones prevented several of the h)wer-<lcck gum 
from being run out, and said, “if tie saw any 
rascal run out a gun, ho would knock him down " 
When the Inflexible sent her boat alongside, 
threatening to^ink the Sandwich if any mark of 
respect were paid to Admiral Buckner, the 
prisoner gave it as his opinion that they were 
about to destroy all the good laws and regulations 
of the navy. 

The other prisoners ’Called witnesses to charac- 
ter, and, as usual, to sustain their justification upon 
the jgroimd of coercion* 
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TRIAL OP JAMKS LURAN, JAMES JOITNTES, and 
JAMES BROWN, Seamen; THOMAS BROOKES, 
Sergeant of Marines; ‘.iNd WILLIAM PORTER, 
Private Marine ; all of the Sandwich. 

On the 4th of June, Lur?in said, if any one were 
of his opinion, he would unmoor all his IVIajesty's 
ships the merchant- vessels, and carry them 
over to Franco. A seaman replied, that he would 
sooner see the prisoner js neck at the yard-arm than 
that the French Convention should taste one-fourth 
part of a biscuit belonging to the Crown of Great 
Britain. When Parker was informed of the con- 
versation, ho put tho prisoner in irons. The 
marines acted as officers on board. 

All tho prisoners except Brown put in written 
defences ; tliey were nearly to tho same purport, 
containing a few remarks upon tho evidence, 
stating that the prisoners had been compelled to 
act as they had done, and imploring the mercy of 
the Court. Witnesses were called to speak to 
character, and to extenuate tho charges, by alleg- 
ing iiistance|^of moderation. 

Wednesday y July 19. 

At one o’clock the Court assembled, Gregoi^, 
Appleyard, Taylor, Chant, Gainer, Holding, 
Lurau, Brookes, Hockless, Whittle, Hughes, 
Brady, Davis, McCarty, Wolfe, Porter, and James 
Johnes were condemned to st^er deatK 

But as upon a minute examination of the evi- 
dence some favourable cir^umstanceil' appeared in* 
the conduct of Whittle, Brady, Taylor, and Por- 
ter, their cases were left by the court for his 
Majesty’s merciful consideration. 

As the charg#was not fully proved against 
George Scott, the Court sentenced him to be 
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punished with one hundred lashes. With regard 
to William TJioinas Junes, although a great dogw'e 
of criminality attached t^ him, yet, upon a consi^ 
deration of some parts of his condiict, the Court 
only adjudged him to be rejiriniaudod ; and 
Thomas Brown was acqiiitted. 

As to the case of Thomas M‘Caiui, altliongh 
the Court 81 ‘nteneed him to d(*ath, yet they con- 
sidered it to be their duty to represent to his 
Majesty, that tlie pri<'Oner w^as sent on hoard tin* 
Spanker early in the Mutiny, and ditl make ajipli- 
cation for his ^raji‘Hty*8 pardon betwinm tlie 
and 7 til of June. 

On Tuesday, August”!, William (Gregory, 
James Ilockless, Charles IVlK^irthy, and i*eter 
Iloldiug were exc'cuted on board the Sandwich at 
Blackstakes ; and 'riiomas Appleyard, on board 
the Firm brig, in Gillingham licaclu 

Friday, July 28. 

Rich. Brown, carpenters mate; John Doughty, 
sailmaker ; William Frith, ship s corporal ; Mat- 
thew Williams, captain of the maintop ; William 
Vance, quarkT-m aster ; John Dun, sergeant of 
marines; all belonging to the Monmouth ; were tried 
upon charges similar to those preferred against the 
mutineers of the Samlwicli and Leopard. 

A very circumstantial detail was given of the 
conduct of the prisoners, in seizing the ship at the 
back of Yarmouth Sands, and of the punishment 
they had infUcted upon the officers, together with 
ilLtreatment on various occasions. In the whole 
of these transactions Vance acted as captain of 
the ship- The evidence, however, did not present 
any facts with which the reader is not already 
acquainted. 
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Vance made the following characteristic defence : 

My Lord Northesk, hearken to this — Gentle- 
men, T fairly sco your intention on me. As for 
the ovidenco, it is known to myself that they 
have spoken more than the truth. The name of 
captain in a state of mutiny is terrible to the eyes 
of the ignorant, but not in the eye of God, nor of 
the worthy true believer. 

It is very true I was one among the thousands 
that broke the law which was established in the 
land we were born in : so, therefore, worthy com- 
manders, I liope you will liold your hands. Take 
it into consideration, that the most innocent men 
are upon trial, and theifnost guilty lying in safety, 
which may be found out. I nave no more to say, 
but I give myself up to God Almighty, to this 
honourable Court, and to his most gracious 
Majesty Georgq the Third.’* lie afterwards said, 
he had been nineteen years at sea, but only seven 
months in the navy, and therefore had no witnesses 
to call to character. He thought his wife and 
children ought to be provided for. 

Twelve- more mutineers of the Monmouth were 
also tried. Of the whole eighteen, the six above 
mentioned, together with five others, were sen- 
tenced to death ; but two were recommended to 
mercy : four wore ordered to be severely flogged, 
two to be reprimanded, and one was acquitted. 

On Monday the 14tb of August, Vance, Frith, 
Brown, and paries were executed on board the 
Monmouth. *The warrant for Execution, whiclv 
contained eleven names, having been read, the four 
prisoners followed the chaplain to the forecastle of 
the ship, where he read a prayer composed for the 
occasion ; after whidi they sang the 104th Psalm; 
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At tlieir request^ a glass of wino was lianded to 
each man. Brown, tlm delegate, immediately 
turned round to Lord Northesk, and address^ 
him in a few words, bSscecliing his forgiveness, 
and acknowledging the justice of Iiis stMtence. ilis 
lordship answered, that ho forgave him from the 
bottom of his heart, lie tlien harangued the ship's 
crew ilia very impressive manner. lie ‘Slesired 
them to take warning by his fate ; that he was 
going to suiTor for having violated the laws of his 
country, and said ho feared that there were still 
among them many very bad and d<*9igning men, 
lie conjured the crew to Imvare of them, if they 
had any regard for their <#n character, or love for 
their wives and families." 

Frith endeavoured to follow his example ; but 
his voice faltered, and ho failed in giving wttiarance 
to his sentiments. 

About nine o'clock tbe fatal gun was fired, and 
they were drawui up to the yard-arm# 

The trials still went on, with the mutineers of 
the Inflexible and Standard. Tbirtt^n altogether 
received sentence of death. One of the condemned 
men behaved in the most excited manner during 
his trial ; ahd when the awful sentence was pro** 
nounced upon him, ho fell upon bis knees, and 
prayed God “ that his blood might fall on the 
heads of his persecutors, and the wiineases that 
had appeared against him ; and that the cries of his 
wife and children might over be tinging in their 
ears." 

Oh Friday, the 25th of August, the court-mar* 
tial was brought to a conclusion, Yice- Admiral 
Sir T* Parley struck his flag, and the Neptune 
sailed to join the Cliannel Fleet. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

In the former pages of this wort, the origin 
of the Mutiny is suggested to bo of no very 
difficult dtecovery. Itnpressnicntj ’brutal disci- 
pline, low 'wages, and impure food were aggra- 
vated in their horrors^fcy the Government filling 
the fleet with the refuse of the jails, and denying 
to the imprisoned seamen the slightest opportunity 
of rovishiuig those homos from which many of 
them had been toru under circumstances of the 
most heart-rending violence: while their arbi- 
trary tyrants compelled them to shed their blood 
with the utmost profusion for the acquisition of 
enoripous treasures, they doled out to them in 
return the meanest possible pittance of prize- 
money, and deprived thepi of the slightest rea- 
sonable mode of outlaying their gains, except in 
the arms of the most abandoned of their species, 
amidst scenes and enjoyments utteTly bestial, de- 
basing, and pernicious. . When all the inevitable 
evils had resulted from the long-continued neglect 
wliich led to the Mutiny at 'Spithead^ ^ ^^oit 
admission of past ills was, wrung' from th4|jroyern-« 
meat, un^T, the appearance cl a tairdy effoH to 
render slight 'justice for the future; and the fot 
lowing Ord^s of Admiralty were ^uei in May 
1797 . 
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Order of the Lords of ike Admiralty to Lord Srhlport and 
the Commanders of Majesty!* s Fleet, 

Whereas, from the disposition lately shown by 
the seamen belonging to several of his Majesty’s 
ships, it is become highly necessary that tho 
strictest attention should be paid by all officers in 
liis JMajesty’s naval service, not only to their own 
conduct, but to the conduct of those who may he 
under their orders ; tho more effectually to insure 
a proper subordination and discipline, ajld to j)re-« 
vent, as far as may be,^ all discontent iUmong tho 
seamen, your lordship is ^reby directed to bo 
particiilarly careful to enfo*, so far as the same 
may depend on you, and to give orders to tho 
officers employed under your command to enforce, 
all the regulations for tho preservation of di&cipHno 
and good order in his l^lajesty's navy, which arc 
at present e8tj|blislied for that purpose. And you 
are more especially to give the following directions, 
namely : 

That the fiag-oj^cers Qf the squadron under your 
command do frequently muster tbecrews of tho ships 
belonging to their respective divisions ; that the 
captains and commanders of the ships and vessels of 
your squadron never be absent themselves, nor 
allow any officers under their orders to be absent 
from on board their respective ships for twenty- 
four hours af one time, without our permission, or 
leave obtained from yourself for that purpose. 

•That all flag-officers, captains, and other officers 
do wear their 'respective i^iforms, not only whilst 
on board the ships to" which they betong, but also 
when they are on shore in or near any seaport 
town. 

D'D 
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That the captains and conimanaers of his Ma- 
jestyls ships and vessels do cause the Articles of 
War to be read on board their respective ships to 
the companies thereof at least once in every month, 
agreeably to their instructions ; that they also see 
that the arms and ammunition belonging to the 
marines be constantly kept in good order, and fit 
for immediate service, as well in liarbour as at sea; 
and that they are in future to be very careful to 
rate tlieir ships' companies according to the merits 
of the men, in order that those who may not be 
deserving thereof may not receive the pay of able 
or ordinary seamen, ^ 

That particular at*tion be paid to the regula- 
tions relating to the cutting up of fresh beef ; that 
choice pieces be never purposely selected for the 
oncers from that which is cut up for the ship s 
company ; and that choice pieces of salt meat be 
never taken for the officers out (d the tub or 
vessel from whicli it may be served to the ship's 
company. 

That officers do not select casks of the best wine 
or spirits % their own use from those intended 
for the ship's company, nor exchange any wine or 
spirits of their own for that which has been sent 
on board for the use of the ship. 

That the xjaptains and commanders of his Ma- 
jesty's ships do strictly enjoin the surgeons belong- 
ing to their respective ships, not to take out of 
the ship any part of the medicines or necessaries 
intended for the use of the sick, but strictly to 
apply them to the purposes^ for which they were 
sent on board. 

That the captains and commanders of his Ma- 
jesty's ships be particularly attentive to the epn- 
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duct of the moil under their command, and that 
they be ready^ on the first appearance of mutiny 
to use the most vigorous means to suppress it, ana 
bring tlie ringleaders to punishment. 

Given, Ist of May, 1797* 

If the temperate and necessary policy so wisely 
begun in May liy Earl Spencer, at the liead of the 
Admiralty, in obedience to the force of circum- 
stances, had been carried out by the chief minister 
consenting to Mr. Sheridan s committee of inquiry, 
and thus leaving an impartial field to a strict and 
searching investigation int^ the remaining causes 
of disgust so vehemently denounced by the seamen, 
the country would have been saved from that season 
of terror, excitement, and anxiety, through which 
she subsequently passed, and humanity have been 
spared those vindictive judicial slaughterings of a 
number of b^ave but hapless seamen, whom tlio 
criminal neglect of their rulers had first driven into 
mutiny, and then butchered to drown reproach ; 
and this at the time when we had plunged most 
wantonly into a war that demanded the union of 
all hearts and hands, not only to preserve our 
empire of the seas from usurpation, but even to 
keep our shores inviolate. 

Surely the volume of history contains no chap- 
ter more impressive of the evils resulting from a 
corrupt and oligarchical form of government, than 
this of the eventful mutinies of 1797, A vast 
empire, like that of Great Britain, can only lie 
upheld by wisdom and justice. The seeds of 
decay are often overlooked until they germinate 
into ruin. It would lie well, even in this present 
day, if the people of England would inquire whe- 
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thor, in addition to all the causes of complaint 
already discussed, the origin of much future evil 
may not now be detected in the unequal rewards 
of merit, the influence of aristocratic nepotism, the 
sickening delays of promotion, upon the one hand ; 
and on" the other, the seduction of our best seamen 
in times of peace into the service of a great but sus- 
picious and jealous ally, through the allurements of 
those superior advantages which a parsimonious 
and ill-judged economy withholds from our ser- 
vice, where they ought most to abound. 

Although wo have confined our remarks strictly 
to the Mutiny at Spithead and the Nore, wo 
should observe, that the spirit of disaflection had 
extended itself generally throughout the navy : 
disturbances of a serious character took place and 
were suppressed on board the Sovereign, Saturn, 
Pompee, Marlborough, and other ships; while 
courts-martial were held, and seaman were tried, 
convicted, and executed at Spithead and Plymouth, 
at the same time that the trials were proceeding 
at the Nore. Were there no other evidence to the 
same effect, this alone would prove that the griev- 
ances in the navy had grown into a most undeni- 
able and unbearable evil. If we bear in mind 
the fact that most of those ills which the delegates 
at the Nore sought to remedy are still in existence, 
over and above the wrongs redressed at Spithead ; 
if we remember that on the subjects of impress- 
ment, flogging without trial, the inequality of 
courts-martial, the cruel character of the naval 
code, and the unfair distribution of prize-money, 
the seamen of the British navy ar^ still as much 
at the mercy of their superiors as ever, no reason- 
able person can doubt the necessity that yet exists 
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for exteosivo inquiry into the administration of 
the English sea-service, and such a tompemte and 
liberal improvement of its impaired institutions as 
will guard against any possibility of a future out- 
break, when the urgency of war may render such 
a commotion equally dangerous to the empire and 
difficult of suppression. 

To avoid the reproach that these pages have 
dwelt liarshly upon tlio misgovernment of a ser- 
vice witliout suggesting any mode of remedying 
imputed defects, a note will be found at the end 
of this volume giving an outlina of some of those 
ameliorations winch aro equally rhnnauded in our 
navy by ffiir justice towards the officers and men, 
and sound wisdom in the country at large. 

In taking a final leave of the memorable Mutiny 
wo have essayed to chronicle, one bright touch of 
light happily remains to cast Its setting glory over 
the dark picture already drawn. 

On the nth of October, 1797, Il.iVr.S. Vene- 
rable, bearing the flag of the brave and veiteran 
Duncan, led into one of tho fiercest actions on 
record, the lately mutinous fleet of the North Sea* 

Forgetting all the bitterness tbeir country's 
obstinate and selfish injustice liad fermented in 
their bosoms, the seamen nobly redeemed their past 
assertions of unstained patriotism* The spirit of 
Old England flashed forth terrifically brigfit as 
ever from the thunder- cloud of victory, and 
Camperdown was added as another gem to the 
«ea-crowtt of Britain. 


CONCLUSION. 




OENERAf/ NOTR 

ON 

THE REFORM OF THE NAVY. 


The empire of Circat Britain is wholly insular nml colonial. , 
It may thercfoie ho asserted, wi thou t much hesitation, that her 
safety and grandeur depend almost solely upon mantiinc power 
and commercial prosperity. To this it follow* as an inovltaldo 
corollary, that the fleets and navy of Great Biitaitj should he 
the first car© of an enlightened statesman. To a nation so 
situated, her frontiers arc in truth no les^s than the whole vx- 
tent of the habitable globe. Wherever the waters roll, her 
forces must be at hand to maintain her aseendanoy. ne- 

cessity renders indispensable a vast amount of 11ect!i*, and their 
consequent coDSliluents — enormous bodies of miliUiTy sewuen. 
The first care then of Great Britain should be to possess, at all 
times, an almost cxhaustlcss depot from which to recruit her 
maritime forces. The question next arises, how a tax upon 
her people, at once so heavy and inevitable, can be levied in 
the most certain^ the most abtmdanf, the moht justf the most 
liberal f and the least obnoxious roauncr? Such a lax Ixiirig 
necessary to the existence of the state, the first object to attain 
is certainty in msing it ; it should bo co-cxisunt with all 
periods of the nation, which can be upheld by that alone. 
Such a tax should bo abundant and extend over immense 
classes, because the demand being excessive, and tfio service* 
required most extensive and severe,' it is only by distributing 
these duties over a large mass that the legislature can hope 
to make the severity of its infliction less felt. This tax 
should be just^ because it Is to raise an indispensable and 
national defence, of which every human being in the empire 
feete the benefit, to which all, therefore, should contribnte, and 
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which moreover imposes such severe penalties .of death and loss 
of limb, that nothing but a sense of equal justice and necessity 
can render it bearable, if not acceptable to the feelings of man- 
kind. That such a tax should ^be managed in a liberal manner, 
is obvious. It is raised to ensure the prosperity of the richest 
empire in the universe ; her wealth, in truth, depending solely 
upon the supplies thus obtained. It is against every notion of 
equity, therefore, to say nothing of being contrary to the first 
principles of the religion of the land, to muzzle the ox that 
treadeth out the corn,” or, in other words, to treat with avarice, 
meanness or cruelty, the hardy warriors by whose blood and 
sox'vices the mass of the nation at home are protected in the 
enjoyment of enormous riches, luxuries, and repose. Finally, 
this tax should be levied in a manner least obnoxious to all, in 
order to render the sea-servico popular, and desired by the com- 
munity on shore, and a matter of pride and delight to its gallant 
members afloat. 

These premises few will he able, however great their desire, 
to controvert ; let His then for an instant inquire how far the 
pressgang answers to “the requisites wo have just laid down as 
indispensable, in any mode to bo adopted by Great Britoin 
for manning her navy. Is the pressgang certain^ ahundantf 
just^ liberal^ or least obnoxious 9 That it is neither certain nor 
abundantf has been proved too often to the annoyance of captains 
and the confusion of ministers; whilst ships have had to wait 
whole weeks and months before they. could leave their harbours, 
owing to the incompleteness of their ejrcws, and from tlio same 
cause have often been obliged to put to sea so insufficiently 
manned as to be additionally endangered by meeting with the 
enemy, or encountering any violent weather. In addition, the 
very nature of the pressgang, which depends solely upon fraud 
and violence, making it shunned by all who can escape its power, 
renders it obviously most uncertain and much stinted in its 
operations ; while in peace it is so vile an outrage of the feelings 
of humanity, that no minister has dared^ at least in modem 
times, to have recourse to it. Thus it is no uncommon thing in 
our ports to see a powerful man-of-war, either from the unpopu- 
larity of her captain, or some other cause, waiting even months 
to complete her crew ; in the mean while the country being 
burdened with the pay of all her officers and pien who are on 
board, for no service returned, since the whole establishment is 
usioless until complete. As to the pressgang heing just!! these 
po^s shaU not be sullied, and the rights of humanity outraged, 
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by even cousidpring surh a proposition in ndatioin to eo ano- 
malous a blot on* the constitution^ — the power that is autho- 
rised to tear the humble and the unprotected from all the ties, 
rights, and endearments of lift^ to make Itiin a perfect slave*to 
serve and protect tho pampered, the powerful, an<l the rich, atid 
this, in a host of cases, M'ith the penalty of his life, and the utter 
misery and destitution of his family. — No. It is jnjiistict? in 
its vilest form. Neither, for the same reaaoti, cati we for 
an instant ask whetlier tho pressgaiig can ever he reudeml 
liberal or unobnoxious. In opposition, then, to tho nqui- 
sites above given, this mode of manning the Hnlish Navy 
must bo adnntlcd m most precarious and insurticieni, as 
fearfully unjust and illiberal, and beyond all question the n»o«t 
obnoxious that the heart of a demon could devise, or tfuj hand 
of a coward execute. What then is it proposed l<» snbsliluie in 
its place? A mode of levying recruits for tho service of the 
empire, which has been long known and used with salii»faclion 
and success, though in a slightly dilferont rnauncr, in drawing 
those resources for Englarwrs armies which enabled her ulti- 
mately to appear no inghnioiis foe before the troops of tho most 
gigantic military power and the greatest military conqueror that 
modern history mentions. It i.s proposed to lake a hint from 
tho mode in which the mililiu is mised; to pass a law^'endcr- 
ing every male subject above tho age of 18 liable to pert’onn 
three years* service in the navy every nine years ; hut leaving 
every person so drawn to servo at sea entitled to claim his dis- 
charge at the end of such three yc^irs, and bo landed in Eng- 
land ; or if ho choose to continue in tho service, to have tho 
povver of so doing, if in good health, at a yearly semce — the 
end of every year renewing liis.claim to hia dischaige as an indis- 
putable matter of right should bo seo fit to exercise it. 

It is further proposed by such law, to enact that no ptwson drawn 
to serve in the navy sEall he compelled to render such service in 
person, provided he shall prefer to pay to the government a yearly 
fine of one or more pound* for each of Uio throe successive years 
during which his sej^vicc has become due to the state ; the minis- 
ter being empowered with such funds to find voluntarpubstitutes 
for such service. Such a law, it is computcd,would raise annually 
nearly two millions of money, and five hundred thousand men, 
and thus enable government to increase tlie pay of both officers 
and seamen to such an extent as would make the service, not 
what it now is, high-sounding beggary to the former, and a mere 
existence to tho latter, but a comfortable and well-remunerated 
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vocation to which the people would look with cag^ness os a means 
of providing an honoumhle and happy subsistence, instead of re- 
garding it with averted eyes as a life of iinvaiied hardship, ill- 
twatment, cruelty, and hoiTor„until it has actually become a 
hyo-word in the mouths of the vulgar, and a threat to the disobe- 
dient and unruly, constantly so mentioned among the lowerordcrs, 
and admirably illustrated by the higher, when the government 
‘empty their jails into the boasted wooden walls of Old England/* 
It is not pretended here to lay down any proposition so perfect 
that it might pass into a law without alteration ; and therefore 
many of the minor points, especially those relating to the exact 
sum of money to be paid to government for substitutes, are 
open to rc-consideration ; but it is submitted, that if the above 
plan, modified as might bo found necessary, w’ero adopted, and 
with it were combined a well-concerted s\ stem of rewards of 
meiit 5 if men after serving a certain period, and gaining stipu- 
lated testimonials, w*eio entitled to promotion to the quarter- 
deck, and thence by high services, great attainments, and severe 
examinations, were further entitled to promotion tin ough the 
various ranks of the navy, such a system would in a short time 
not only produce a depdt for naval recruits far more abundant 
than any exigency of the state could require, hut furnish the 
quartoj^‘*dcck with some of the highest and most matured intel- 
lects that could possibly he required by or devoted to the service 
of the sea. At present the unjust, disheartening, and enervat- 
ing corruption which appropriates promotion almost exclusively 
to the sons and relatives of the nobility, is rapidly growing into 
a source of gangrene, which, if allowed to proceed in its rank 
exubcwnce, will speedily produce great mischief. It is not for 
a moment contended that rank and property are to be excluded 
from the navy, or to fail, in that field alone, in producing their 
natural influence ; on the contrary, a certain infusion of aiisto- 
cratio blood gives tone, elegance, alid chivalry to a service 
naturally rough, from its utter seclusion from fenmle society. 
Such an infusion is 'desirable ; but where boys are invariably 
promoted from connexion with nobility, without ever having 
seen tho slightest service, as fast as they can pass from one 
^rade to another, while grey-headed veterans, who were masters , 
of their prefession before these youths were bom, are left to 
|>ovcrty and neglect, to break their hearts in despair, or to 
drown their sorrows of deferred hope in tho deadly refuge of 
Intoxication ; where courts-martial are permitted to screen the 
^ost atrocious criminals, if their infamous names are cloaked 
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by an earltlora or a barony aucb practice cng^cndcra diagust 
and want of confidence at which gcniita and ability lake alaruti 
and quit the ranks of war for the more certain rewanis of civil 
cnaploynicnts ; while tljosc who^are left behind become lost 
all eni'iiltion, ambition, and those higher impulses of the mind 
necessary to distinction, ajid render a tnost inferior f'Crvico 
devoid alike of ‘zeal or utility. 

Next to the evils hero pointed out, iheieforc, follows an 
abuse so flagrant in its nature that, but for its daily appearnnee, 
few men would be found sutliciently credulous to believe ilscjcist- 
ence — thefrightful injustice of the court-martial system. Ht>innch 
space has been devoted to the consideration of this tyrannical 
absurdity within the body of the foregoing work, that it is only 
necessary here to suggest the renredy proposed ; which is, tho 
appointment at home and abroad by the Crown, of n'-gularly- 
qualilicd judges of court-martial law, holding their ofiices under 
the same tenure as the judges of the laud, and equally able 
with those learned ami distinguished functionaries to conduct 
the trial of olTomlcrs according to the stiictcst laws of evidence 
as practised on shore. It is then proposed wljoUy to revise the 
penal statutes kimw'n under the title of the ** Articles of War,’* 
framed 'a century ago ; to assimilate them in spirit and substance 
to the improvements of tl»c age in which we live, aqd n> 
authorise tho holding of courts-nlkrtiul in the following form, 
instead of a tribunal of not less than nine siqycnor officers, with 
whom many of the prisoncis to bo tried c;m liave no sympathy ; 
namely, a jury to be formed from tho same iwnk in tho 
service as the prisoner under trial, and tho whole proceedings 
to be then conducted by a judge with the same forms of 
justice and strict impartiality which the incancst criminal is 
entitled to claim at the hands of tho law of England. Tho 
expense of such a regulation compared with its utility, and 
indeed with its absolute necessity, a» far as reason is concerned, 
would prove most trifling. Three such judges would prove amply 
suflScient for the duties at home, and one, or at the utmost 
two, would be able to meet the public emergencies on each of 
onr large stations abroad, such as the Mediterranean, blast and 
West Indies, America, Jkc. In order to protect these oflSem 
fl»om that inevitable prejudice wliicb is inseparable from men of 
rank in the same profession with the offender, as well as to insure 
their possession of the requisite knowledge, it would of course 
he required that these judges should be civilians, whose previous 
habits of life and high character would form the best guarantee 



<M2 ' GENBBAI/ NOTE ON XQE 

to the country, that neither oppreuion nor^yraJiny should reign 
unchecked in those distant possesslonsp whore the public press is 
overawed or corrupted, and the voice of opinion stifled. Let there 
ho granted to the British navy the few points here urged, of volun- 
tary entry, reasonable right of retirement, liberal pay A allow- 
ances, humane treatment, and an undoubted path to promotion 
for persevering merit, together with the certainty of obtaining 
justice if wronged, and not only may Englishmen < confidently 
repose on tho certainty that no future mutiny in their fleets 
will ever again threaten their liberties with anirihiiation, but 
that redoubled vigour will bo found to pervade every branch of 
our sca-servico, and that to their increasing and distressed 
millions an additional refuge will he added where industry and 
good conduct may secure at least a comfortable and happy sub- 
sistence, if nut a distinguished and honourable elevation. 

There aio yet, however, one or two points on which it is our 
duty to touch before we conclude. 

The evils indicated as necessary for reformation in the naval 
administration of this country have been hitherto those princi- 
pally relating to the seamen ; but where tho root of the tree is 
so decayed, the highest branches cannot escape disease. After 
what has already transpired, it is not too much to contend that 
no authority under the English constitution ought, upon tho 
mere capricious pretence of assorted misconduct, to possess the 
power of dismissing and ruining those gallant oflicers whose 
past lives and most devoted services have been so freely rendered 
to their country, without first granting the alleged offenders 
tho fullest and fairest inquiry that an open trial can afford. 
Much iniquity has also been perpetrated in the British navy, as 
well as tho military service, by allowing tho executive authori- 
ties to decide whether the applicant for a court-martial shall 
have that privilege granted, to Mm or not. It is obvious^ at a 
single glance, that the utmost favouritism and partiality must 
necessarily bo engendered by the possession of such power* 
Should an oflScer of high rank or infiuential connexions mis- 
conduct himself in the grossest manner towards a brother oflScer 
unpossessed of these extrinsic claims to protection, and tlie 
latter oMcer venture to exorcise his right, and indeed his duty, 
in calling for a court-mai'tial, to inquire into Ms 8upcrior*s arbi- 
trary, illegal, or disgraceful conduct, the titled ruffian, or the 
poUlical partisan, has only to exert his seciet influence with 
the authorities at Whitehall, and the oppressed and unprotected 
junior Is informed by those in power that they do not consider 
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that any court-martial or court of inquiry mw, under tlicfco 
circa rufetanccs, be grantctl coinhtentty with the yomi of the 
service**^ Tfiat iniquities of the giorisc<^t (Icsciijuiou mny wrui 
have taken place uiulcr colour this farcical and abuscil autlu*- 
rity, no person who ha^ lived in either the nt or foruu r liinca 
can doubt. It is, therefore, buggested tlrat the ptop(»sed court* 
martial judircb, whobe indcpcndenco and clKuactcr \\onld jnil 
them ab much above solicitation ah aic the judgts m Wtstmiii* 
stcr Hall, should be cm powered, yn ailiduvit of any ojfificcr lu 
seaman appl}ing for a court-martial, to decide hoxv far hUcU 
application lurgbi be ju&t and proper, and to order or refuse it 
accordingly. 

In the foregoing pagcb, whirli treat of the tiial of Parker, 
the assertion was bi’oadly tnude, that orticcrs of tiiv navy wn“e 
too fully at the mercy of the government ttr itudct .tt all wd« 
the entrusting to their liauds the Iito or dt.ith of an erhuoxiows 
pnsoner, Hatsh as this ast^rtion might have appeared to rmnds 
unacfUBtomed to the stem sifting of truth, what wrll hewud of a 
secretary of Uic Admiralty, at no very far -gone jK'riod, wilting 
coiibtautly to a member of a couit-muitial, involving the cha* 
ncter of ofUceis of verj high mirk, and cotuiuuuicatmg at tho 
same time with the judgc-twlvocate of the same ceurt-manial, 
vvhUc tho court was slrll bitting ; and this under m'ret uud confix 
dential covers ! Considering that membci‘8 of such « tiibuiial 
are sworn to secrecy on all that passes among ihetjibcdvcs, by 
an oatir which nothing short of an act of parliament carr dissolve; 
and that formerly it was considered neccsbary that the moiubcrs 
should not even sleep out of the ship where the court was held, 
to giiaixl against their being tampered with ; it must b»* admitted 
that this direct and underhand communication willr the govern- 
nicut requires no comment, while the icmnnhi’ajice of the lion’s 
mouth at Venice and its secret system, its oath-bound councils, 
and oligarchical institutions, stuvivc in hUtoiy ! 

To tliosy who still retain the least doubt that the court-mar tial 
laws should be revised and placed under the superintendence and 
direction of able and impartial judges, we recommend a pemsal 
of the trials of Captain Ilanis at Plymouth, and also the trial 
of Lord Gambler, with the remarks published thereon by the 
gallant Lord Cochrane, now Earl of Duudonald ; and as a fur- 
ther proof, if any were necessary, how little chance the great 
mass of junior officers now possess of standing up against the 
abused powers of government, we conclude these remarks by 
appending the case of an officer of the highest rank and fortune 
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ill the British navy — Admiral Sir Edward Codrington, K.O.C.B. 
If tiic shield of liis position was unable to protect him from the 
oppressive power that aimed at Iiis destruction,* what must be 
Uie fate of the humble multitude of deserving but inferior 
officers who may have to cumplaiu of a superior ? That Sir 
Edwaid has finally triumplicd over his enemies is attributable 
to his obtaining a seat in parliament^ and there insisting on an 
investigation with the same ability and courage that distinguished 
him ill the victories of Trafalgar, Navaiiiio, and Patras ; the 
last, for its daring gallantry, inferior to none recorded in British 
naval annals, and in which Admiral Codrington, in the Asia 
lino-of-battle ship, with only tlie Dartmouth B2 guu frigate, 
the Talbot, a flush 20*guu carrouado corvette, and the Zebra, 
10-gun brig, to support him, sent the Hon. Captain Spencer in 
the third vessel to the Tuikish admiral commanding a force 
more than throe times superior in guns and numbers, to say 
that if the Turks* did not return to the port from which, in 
breach of truce, they liad escaped, the English admiral w ould 
“aiuk them if he were able yet this exploit was as carefully 
kept out of the Gazette as if personal enmity had been tl»e sole 
standard of conduct at the Board of Admiralty. Certainly their 
subsequent proceedings towards the Medlterrauean fleet were in 
excellent keeping. 

In 1827, Sir Edwaid Codrington w'as the commandcr-in- 
chief of the allied fleet in the Mediterranean. Ho was 
ordered by the government at home to act by the instructions 
of the ambassador at Constantinople. The latter wrote him 
instructions which contained these words : — “ If all other 
arguments fail, use foice*"-! mean cannon-shot.’ ' These in- 
structions were faithfully followed, and the battle of Navaiiiio 
ensued. The ministry in power (that of Lord Goderich), when 
news of this engagement reached England, showered rew’aidsoii 
Sir Edward and liis fleet. The Gmud Cross of the Bath was 
given to the admiral ; the decomtiou of a Companion, to all the 
captains. Suddenly the Duke of Wellington r vme into office — 
the victory of Navatino was branded ; the admiral was recalled 
from his command before its term had expired, under ciicum- 
stauces that not only he, but all the world,considcied a disgrace; 
while for eight yeais the poor seamen were even denied recom^ 
feme for the clothes and bedding destroyed by the enemy's 
shot.m executing those orders of their country, w’hich seamen 
would eveiy one of them have been hung at the yaid-arm had 
dai'cd for a moment to question or disobey. A subsequent 
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grant of 60 , 000 /, fi^m parliamcut for Uio victory of Na>*ariuo 
has since been rccorUeJ na the iioblubt vchlict of ius country 
that Sir Edward Codriugtou did but execute lill duty. Under 
what lake cloak thou can tho f*»rincr Admit ;vhy excuse 
injustice to hiiusclf and his officers ? If they should dare for 
an instant to insinuate, as a matter of ojiinicni, that they con-^ 
sidet'ed Sir Edward’s conduct improper, the answer h over- 
whoiming — wliy did they not bring him to a courl-inurlial I 
clearly trom a conviction that the battle was necessury, und tlio 
justice of an inquiry und an acquittal they resolved ho should 
not have; while, on tlic contrary, a trial, which he nised 
every means to avoid, having already overlooked the indis. 
cretion of the ofleiulcr, wiis forced upon tfie mhniial, for no 
purpose that can bo divined, except tiiat of setting ilic feeling 
of the country against'ii coiniuunder-in-chief who, up to tluii 
lioui^ wxs regarded as an injure*! officer by all competent 
to form an opinion. — Thus Auiginated tho memorable truil of 
Captain Dickenson. Now let the sense of tlie couutiy betaken. 
Arc officers liable to he treated und overridden by»uchc«>n- 
tcuj])tuous injustice as was dealt out to l.ieutcnant Milner and 
Sir Edward Corlringtou ? Arc these men sufficiently iiuhs 
pendent of the Crown to sit in judgment on the life of any inau 
whose execution the minister of tho Crown may hap}>cu to 
feel acceptable ? If so, then how contemptibly superfluous are 
those Jaws which have with so much effort reutlcrcd the judges 
of tiic land accountable to their God and their coutUiy ulono ! 

As we have had occasion to mention wiili due Boverity 
several oppressive eases of miscouduct of the Tory govehunent, 
wo will conclude with one of a ditFercut couijdexion, which has 
recently i cached us. ^ 

The widow of an officer, moat unjustly deprived of his pen- 
sion by the late governnient, applied to the present wluiinistra* 
tion for redress. Sir James Graham meutioned tho fact to 
Sir Robert Feel, who iinraediately wrote— 'lamenting bis in- 
ability to alter th"' imst decision, but using the power entrusted 
to his office, to order thcr immediate payment of a bum equal to 
three years of the barred pension. This was a noble act nobly 
done, and deserves to meet the reward of warm admiration. 


THE END. 
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